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H.R. 609. An act to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs health care center
in Center Township, Butler County, Pennsyl-
vania, as the ‘“‘Abie Abraham VA Clinic’’; to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

H.R. 974. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, in awarding a contract for
the procurement of goods or services, to give
a preference to offerors that employ vet-
erans; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, for the
Committee on Armed Services I report
favorably the following nomination
lists which were printed in the
RECORDS on the dates indicated, and
ask unanimous consent, to save the ex-
pense of reprinting on the Executive
Calendar that these nominations lie at
the Secretary’s desk for the informa-
tion of Senators.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Army nominations beginning with Jeremy
D. Karlin and ending with Iraham A. San-
chez, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on January 9, 2017.

Navy nomination of Mathew M. Lewis, to
be Lieutenant Commander.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. TIiLLIS, and Mr. MANCHIN):

S. 367. A bill to amend section 3606 of title
18, United States Code, to grant probation
officers authority to arrest hostile third par-
ties who obstruct or impede a probation offi-
cer in the performance of official duties; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. FLAKE:

S. 368. A bill to require the Director of the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service to
issue a scientifically wvalid and State-sup-
ported recovery plan for the Mexican gray
wolf; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself and Mr.
TILLIS):

S. 369. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, in awarding a contract for
the procurement of goods or services, to give
a preference to offerors that employ vet-
erans, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. LEE, Mr.
PAUL, Mr. INHOFE, and Mr. ROUNDS):

S. 370. A bill to eliminate the Bureau of
Consumer Financial Protection by repealing
title X of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Re-
form and Consumer Protection Act, com-
monly known as the Consumer Financial
Protection Act of 2010; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. CORKER:

S. 371. A bill to make technical changes
and other improvements to the Department
of State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.
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By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. RUBIO, and Ms. HAS-

SAN):

S. 372. A Dbill to amend the Tariff Act of
1930 to ensure that merchandise arriving
through the mail shall be subject to review
by U.S. Customs and Border Protection and
to require the provision of advance elec-
tronic information on shipments of mail to
U.S. Customs and Border Protection and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. HATCH:

S. 373. A bill to require the Secretary of
Defense to submit to Congress a report on
hearing loss, tinnitus, and noise pollution
due to small arms fire; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Mr.
NELSON):

S. 374. A Dbill to enable concrete masonry
products manufacturers to establish, fi-
nance, and carry out a coordinated program
of research, education, and promotion to im-
prove, maintain, and develop markets for
concrete masonry products; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
FLAKE, Mr. ROBERTS, and Mr.
WICKER):

S. 375. A bill to amend the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973 to establish a procedure for
approval of certain settlements; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. CrAPO, Mr. DAINES, Mr.
FLAKE, and Mr. ROBERTS):

S. 376. A bill to amend the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973 to require publication on the
Internet of the basis for determinations that
species are endangered species or threatened
species, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. KAINE, and Mr. GARDNER):

S. 377. A bill to amend the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act of 2000 to clarify report
dates, modify the criteria for determinations
of whether countries are meeting the min-
imum standards for elimination of traf-
ficking, and highlight the importance of con-
crete actions by countries to eliminate traf-
ficking, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. RISCH, and
Mr. ENZI):

S. 378. A Dbill to amend titles 5 and 28,
United States Code, to require the mainte-
nance of databases on awards of fees and
other expenses to prevailing parties in cer-
tain administrative proceedings and court
cases to which the United States is a party,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

——

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 94
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator
from Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 94, a bill to impose
sanctions in response to cyber intru-
sions by the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation and other aggressive
activities of the Russian Federation,
and for other purposes.
S. 203
At the request of Mr. BURR, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. PERDUE) and the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. COTTON) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 203, a bill to reaffirm
that the Environmental Protection
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Agency may not regulate vehicles used
solely for competition, and for other
purposes.

S. 234

At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the
names of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) and the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) were added
as cosponsors of S. 234, a bill to provide
incentives for businesses to keep jobs
in America.

S. 242

At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. PERDUE) and the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) were added
as cosponsors of S. 242, a bill to amend
title 38, United States Code, to permit
veterans to grant access to their
records in the databases of the Vet-
erans Benefits Administration to cer-
tain designated congressional employ-
ees, and for other purposes.

S. 243

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 243, a bill to provide for a
permanent extension of the enforce-
ment instruction on supervision re-
quirements for outpatient therapeutic
services in critical access and small
rural hospitals.

S. 247

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 247, a bill to provide an incentive for
businesses to bring jobs back to Amer-
ica.

S. 251

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 251, a bill to repeal the Inde-
pendent Payment Advisory Board in
order to ensure that it cannot be used
to undermine the Medicare entitlement
for beneficiaries.

S. 253

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs), the Senator from Michi-
gan (Ms. STABENOW) and the Senator
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were
added as cosponsors of S. 253, a bill to
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to repeal the Medicare out-
patient rehabilitation therapy caps.

S. 266

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. PERDUE), the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. VAN HOLLEN), the Senator
from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) and the
Senator from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY)
were added as cosponsors of S. 266, a
bill to award the Congressional Gold
Medal to Anwar Sadat in recognition of
his heroic achievements and coura-
geous contributions to peace in the
Middle East.

S. 268

At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
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(Mr. CoTTON) Was added as a cosponsor
of S. 268, a bill to provide the legal
framework necessary for the growth of
innovative private financing options
for students to fund postsecondary edu-
cation, and for other purposes.
S. 272
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
272, a bill to enhance the security oper-
ations of the Transportation Security
Administration and the stability of the
transportation security workforce by
applying a unified personnel system
under title 5, United States Code, to
employees of the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration who are respon-
sible for screening passengers and prop-
erty, and for other purposes.
S. 301
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 301, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to prohibit govern-
mental discrimination against pro-
viders of health services that are not
involved in abortion.
S. 324
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoOLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
324, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the provision
of adult day health care services for
veterans.
S.J. RES. 8
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S.J. Res. 8, a joint resolution proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of
the United States relating to contribu-
tions and expenditures intended to af-
fect elections.
S.J. RES. 16
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S.J. Res. 16, a joint resolution ap-
proving the discontinuation of the
process for consideration and auto-
matic implementation of the annual
proposal of the Independent Medicare
Advisory Board under section 1899A of
the Social Security Act.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. BOOzZMAN, Mr. CRAPO,
Mr. FLAKE, Mr. ROBERTS, and
Mr. WICKER):

S. 375. A bill to amend the Endan-
gered Species Act of 1973 to establish a
procedure for approval of certain set-
tlements; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS.

Section 3 of the Endangered Species Act of
1973 (16 U.S.C. 1532) is amended—

(1) by redesignating—

(A) paragraphs (1) through (4) as para-
graphs (2) through (5), respectively;

(B) paragraphs (5) through (10) as para-
graphs (7) through (12), respectively; and

(C) paragraphs (12) through (21) as para-
graphs (13) through (22), respectively;

(2) by adding before paragraph (2) (as so re-
designated) the following:

‘(1) AFFECTED PARTIES.—The term ‘af-
fected party’ means any person, including a
business entity, or any State, tribal govern-
ment, or local subdivision the rights of
which may be affected by a determination
made under section 4(a) in a suit brought
under section 11(g)(1)(C).”’; and

(3) by adding after paragraph (5) (as so re-
designated) the following:

¢“(6) COVERED SETTLEMENT.—The term ‘cov-
ered settlement’ means a consent decree or a
settlement agreement in an action brought
under section 11(g)(1)(C).”.

SEC. 2. INTERVENTION; APPROVAL OF COVERED
SETTLEMENT.

Section 11(g) of the Endangered Species
Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1540) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (3), by adding at the end
the following:

‘(C) PUBLISHING COMPLAINT;
TION.—

‘(1) PUBLISHING COMPLAINT.—

‘() IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date on which the plaintiff serves
the defendant with the complaint in an ac-
tion brought under paragraph (1)(C) in ac-
cordance with Rule 4 of the Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall publish the complaint in a readily
accessible manner, including electronically.

¢(II) FAILURE TO MEET DEADLINE.—The fail-
ure of the Secretary to meet the 30-day dead-
line described in subclause (I) shall not be
the basis for an action under paragraph
(1)(C).

““(i1) INTERVENTION.—

‘() IN GENERAL.—After the end of the 30-
day period described in clause (i), each af-
fected party shall be given a reasonable op-
portunity to move to intervene in the action
described in clause (i), until the end of which
a party may not file a motion for a consent
decree or to dismiss the case pursuant to a
settlement agreement.

¢(II) REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION.—In consid-
ering a motion to intervene by any affected
party, the court shall presume, subject to re-
buttal, that the interests of that party would
not be represented adequately by the parties
to the action described in clause (i).

‘“(IIT) REFERRAL TO ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE
RESOLUTION.—

‘‘(aa) IN GENERAL.—If the court grants a
motion to intervene in the action, the court
shall refer the action to facilitate settlement
discussions to—

‘“(AA) the mediation program of the court;
or

‘“(BB) a magistrate judge.

““(bb) PARTIES INCLUDED IN SETTLEMENT DIS-
CUSSIONS.—The settlement discussions de-
scribed in item (aa) shall include each—

‘““(AA) plaintiff;

‘(BB) defendant agency; and

‘“(CC) intervenor.’’;

(2) by striking paragraph (4) and inserting
the following:

‘“(4) LITIGATION COSTS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), the court, in issuing any
final order in any suit brought under para-
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graph (1), may award costs of litigation (in-
cluding reasonable attorney and expert wit-
ness fees) to any party, whenever the court
determines such award is appropriate.

“(B) COVERED SETTLEMENT.—

‘(i) CONSENT DECREES.—The court shall not
award costs of litigation in any proposed
covered settlement that is a consent decree.

‘‘(ii) OTHER COVERED SETTLEMENTS.—

‘(I) IN GENERAL.—For a proposed covered
settlement other than a consent decree, the
court shall ensure that the covered settle-
ment does not include payment to any plain-
tiff for the costs of litigation.

‘(II) MOTIONS.—The court shall not grant
any motion, including a motion to dismiss,
based on the proposed covered settlement de-
scribed in subclause (I) if the covered settle-
ment includes payment to any plaintiff for
the costs of litigation.”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(6) APPROVAL OF COVERED SETTLEMENT.—

“(A) DEFINITION OF SPECIES.—In this para-
graph, the term ‘species’ means a species
that is the subject of an action brought
under paragraph (1)(C).

‘(B) IN GENERAL.—

‘(i) CONSENT DECREES.—The court shall not
approve a proposed covered settlement that
is a consent decree unless each State and
county in which the Secretary of the Inte-
rior believes a species occurs approves the
covered settlement.

¢‘(ii) OTHER COVERED SETTLEMENTS.—

‘(D) IN GENERAL.—For a proposed covered
settlement other than a consent decree, the
court shall ensure that the covered settle-
ment is approved by each State and county
in which the Secretary of the Interior be-
lieves a species occurs.

“(ITI) MOTIONS.—The court shall not grant
any motion, including a motion to dismiss,
based on the proposed covered settlement de-
scribed in subclause (I) unless the covered
settlement is approved by each State and
county in which the Secretary of the Inte-
rior believes a species occurs.

¢(C) NOTICE.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the In-
terior shall provide each State and county in
which the Secretary of the Interior believes
a species occurs notice of a proposed covered
settlement.

‘“(ii) DETERMINATION OF RELEVANT STATES
AND COUNTIES.—The defendant in a covered
settlement shall consult with each State de-
scribed in clause (i) to determine each coun-
ty in which the Secretary of the Interior be-
lieves a species occurs.

‘(D) FAILURE TO RESPOND.—The court may
approve a covered settlement or grant a mo-
tion described in subparagraph (B)(ii)(II) if,
not later than 45 days after the date on
which a State or county is notified under
subparagraph (C)—

“(i1)(I) a State or county fails to respond;
and

“(II) of the States or counties that re-
spond, each State or county approves the
covered settlement; or

¢“(ii) all of the States and counties fail to
respond.

‘“(E) PROOF OF APPROVAL.—The defendant
in a covered settlement shall prove any
State or county approval described in this
paragraph in a form—

‘(i) acceptable to the State or county, as
applicable; and

‘“(ii) signed by the State or county official
authorized to approve the covered settle-
ment.”.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DAINES,
Mr. FLAKE, and Mr. ROBERTS):

S. 376. A Dbill to amend the Endan-

gered Species Act of 1973 to require
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