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BLUNT, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr.
CRUZ, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. WICKER, Mr.
SESSIONS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. CASSIDY,
Mr. CRAPO, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. COCH-
RAN, Mr. ROUNDS, and Mr. BARRASSO):

S. 33. A bill to provide for congressional
approval of national monuments and restric-
tions on the use of national monuments, to
establish requirements for the declaration of
marine national monuments, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mr. JOHNSON:

S. 34. A bill to amend chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, to provide for the en
bloc consideration in resolutions of dis-
approval for ‘“‘midnight rules’’, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself,
ROUNDS, and Mr. ENZI):

S. 35. A bill to transfer administrative ju-
risdiction over certain Bureau of Land Man-
agement land from the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs for
inclusion in the Black Hills National Ceme-
tery, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. CruUZ, Mr. COTTON,
and Mr. BOOZMAN):

S. 36. A bill to amend the Immigration and
Nationality Act to provide for extensions of
detention of certain aliens ordered removed,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mrs. ERNST (for herself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. SASSE, Mrs. FISCHER,
Mr. THUNE, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. MORAN,
Mr. CRUZ, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. COTTON,
Mr. WICKER, and Mr. CASSIDY):

S. 37. A bill to require U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement to take into cus-
tody certain aliens who have been charged in
the United States with a crime that resulted
in the death or serious bodily injury of an-
other person, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. RUBIO:

S. 38. A bill to decrease the cost of hiring,
and increase the take-home pay of, Puerto
Rican workers; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr.
DAINES):

S. 39. A bill to extend the Federal recogni-
tion to the Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa In-
dians of Montana, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Indian Affairs.

By Mr. HELLER:

S. 40. A bill to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to repeal the excise tax on high
cost employer-sponsored health coverage; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. KING, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. FRANKEN, and Mr. KAINE):

S. 41. A bill to amend part D of title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to require the
Secretary of Health and Human Services to
negotiate covered part D drug prices on be-
half of Medicare beneficiaries; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. HELLER:

S. 42. A bill to inspire women to enter the
aerospace field, including science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics,
through mentorship and outreach; to the
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Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.
By Mr. HELLER (for himself and Ms.
HEITKAMP):

S. 43. A bill to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to permit individuals eligible for
Indian Health Service assistance to qualify
for health savings accounts; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.
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By Mr. HELLER:

S. 44. A Dbill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to improve nonretalia-
tion provisions relating to equal pay require-
ments; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. PERDUE,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. SASSE, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. BOoOZMAN, and Mr. COT-
TON):

S. 45. A bill to amend the Immigration and
Nationality Act to increase penalties for in-
dividuals who illegally reenter the United
States after being removed and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. HELLER (for himself, Mr.
BLUNT, and Mr. BENNET):

S. 46. A bill to amend title XVIII of the So-
cial Security Act to strengthen intensive
cardiac rehabilitations programs under the
Medicare program; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mrs. FISCH-
ER, and Mr. MORAN):

S. 47. A bill to prevent proposed regula-
tions relating to restrictions on liquidation
of an interest with respect to estate, gift,
and generation-skipping transfer taxes from
taking effect; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. HELLER (for himself, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, and Mr. LEAHY):

S. 48. A bill to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to allow a credit against income
tax for the purchasing of hearing aids; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and
Mr. SULLIVAN):

S. 49. A Dbill to provide a leasing program
within the Coastal Plain, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. HELLER (for himself and Ms.
HEITKAMP):

S. 50. A bill to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to allow refunds for Federal
motor fuel excise taxes on fuels used in mo-
bile mammography vehicles; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mrs.
ERNST, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. LEE, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. MORAN, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr.
SHELBY, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. WICKER, Mr.
HATCH, and Mr. COTTON):

S. 51. A bill to make habitual drunk driv-
ers inadmissible and removable and to re-
quire the detention of any alien who is un-
lawfully present in the United States and
has been charged with driving under the in-
fluence or driving while intoxicated; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
TiLris, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. INHOFE, Mr.
B00ZMAN, and Mr. COTTON):

S. 52. A bill to make aliens associated with
a criminal gang inadmissible, deportable,
and ineligible for various forms of relief; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself, Mr.
SULLIVAN, and Mr. SCHATZ):

S. 53. A bill to authorize and strengthen
the tsunami detection, forecast, warning, re-
search, and mitigation program of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. LEAHY,
Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. HIRONO, and Mr.
WYDEN):

S. 54. A bill to prohibit the creation of an
immigration-related registry program that
classifies people on the basis of religion,
race, age, gender, ethnicity, national origin,
nationality, or citizenship; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.
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By Mrs. GILLIBRAND:

S. 55. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct a special resource
study of Fort Ontario in the State of New
York; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. SULLIVAN:

S. 56. A bill to require each agency to re-
peal or amend 2 or more rules before issuing
or amending a rule; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. DAINES,
Mr. FLAKE, and Mr. JOHNSON):

S. 57. A bill to require the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to revoke bonuses paid to
employees involved in electronic wait list
manipulations, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

—————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. MCCONNELL:

S. Res. 7. A resolution to constitute the
majority party’s membership on certain
committees for the One Hundred Fifteenth
Congress, or until their successors are cho-
sen; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. SCHUMER:

S. Res. 8. A resolution to constitute the
minority party’s membership on certain
committees for the One Hundred Fifteenth
Congress, or until their successors are cho-
sen; considered and agreed to.

——————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 16
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAK-
SON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 16,
a bill to require a full audit of the
Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System and the Federal reserve
banks by the Comptroller General of
the United States, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 18
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
18, a bill to promote freedom, fairness,
and economic opportunity by repealing
the income tax and other taxes, abol-
ishing the Internal Revenue Service,
and enacting a national sales tax to be
administered primarily by the States.
S. 21
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) and the Senator from
Texas (Mr. CORNYN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 21, a bill to amend chap-
ter 8 of title 5, United States Code, to
provide that major rules of the execu-
tive branch shall have no force or ef-
fect unless a joint resolution of ap-
proval is enacted into law.
S. 27
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
names of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) and the Senator from
Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) were
added as cosponsors of S. 27, a bill to
establish an independent commission
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to examine and report on the facts re-
garding the extent of Russian official
and unofficial cyber operations and
other attempts to interfere in the 2016
United States national election, and
for other purposes.
S. 30
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
30, a bill to extend the civil statute of
limitations for victims of Federal sex
offenses.
S.J. RES. 1
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS), the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) and the Sen-
ator from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO)
were added as cosponsors of S.J. Res. 1,
a joint resolution approving the loca-
tion of a memorial to commemorate
and honor the members of the Armed
Forces who served on active duty in
support of Operation Desert Storm or
Operation Desert Shield.
S. CON. RES. 4
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 4, a concurrent
resolution clarifying any potential
misunderstanding as to whether ac-
tions taken by President-elect Donald
Trump constitute a violation of the
Emoluments Clause, and calling on
President-elect Trump to divest his in-
terest in, and sever his relationship to,
the Trump Organization.
S. RES. 5
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 5, a resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate in support of Israel.
S. RES. 6
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. PERDUE), the Senator from Alaska
(Ms. MURKOWSKI), the Senator from
Montana (Mr. DAINES), the Senator
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the
Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
HOEVEN), the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY), the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH), the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CrAPO) and the Senator from South
Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 6, a resolution ob-
jecting to United Nations Security
Council Resolution 2334 and to all ef-
forts that undermine direct negotia-
tions between Israel and the Palestin-
ians for a secure and peaceful settle-
ment.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN:

S. 32. A bill to provide for conserva-
tion, enhanced recreation opportuni-
ties, and development of renewable en-
ergy in the California Desert Conserva-
tion Area, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources.
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Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President,
today I am proud to introduce the
Desert Protection and Recreation Act
of 2017.

This bill, a decade in the making,
charts a commonsense path forward for
the California desert. The goal is sim-
ple: to manage California’s fragile
desert resources in a sustainable and
comprehensive manner.

This bill provides something for ev-
eryone that appreciates the national
treasure that is the California desert.
That this bill provides something for
everyone is a result of the painstaking
effort to build consensus among the
array of groups that use the desert, in-
cluding: environmental groups; Fed-
eral, State, and local governments; the
off-road community; cattle ranchers;
mining interests; and energy compa-
nies and California’s public utility
companies.

As I will further describe later, the
bill preserves 230,000 acres of wilderness
and another 44,000 acres of national
park land, each unrivaled for their
unique natural landscapes. The bill
also safeguards 77 miles of free-flowing
rivers and the abundant life and rich
biodiversity these rivers and streams
often support.

Importantly, the bill provides cer-
tainty to off-road enthusiasts, estab-
lishing 142,000 acres of permanent off-
highway recreation areas—a first for
the Nation. I made a commitment to
off-roaders to enact the entire bill, not
just parts of the bill. I hope to fulfill
that promise.

The efforts to protect the desert are
a long time coming. This effort first
began with the original California
Desert Protection Act, signed into law
more than twenty years ago.

Picking up where my predecessors
left off, I introduced that bill only
three months after I was sworn in as a
senator. Through hard work and perse-
verance, we were able to pass that law
on the last day of the 103rd Congress,
and President Clinton signed the bill
into law in October 1994.

The original Desert Protection Act
was a crowning achievement for desert
conservation, establishing 69 new Wil-
derness areas, creating the Mojave Na-
tional Preserve, and converting Death
Valley and Joshua Tree National
Monuments into National Parks. All
told, we were able to protect, or in-
crease protections for, about 9.6 mil-
lion acres.

It continues to attract millions of
tourists to southern California, which
is a boon for the economy.

It has ensured that these enduring
landscapes will be preserved for future
generations.

Since we passed the 1994 desert con-
servation bill, we’ve tried to build on
this legacy of conservation. After years
of collaboration with an array of stake-
holders, we introduced new legislation
in 2009.

The goal of that bill was simple: to
help manage California’s desert re-
sources through a comprehensive ap-
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proach that balanced conservation,
recreation, energy production, among
other needs.

After years of work, including two
hearings in the Senate, we reached a
major milestone this past February,
when President Obama designated
three new national monuments in the
California desert: Castle Mountains,
Mojave Trails, and Sand to Snow.

Those monuments, based on the leg-
islation I had introduced, created one
of the world’s largest desert reserves,
encompassing nearly 1.8 million acres
of America’s public lands.

Those monuments connect vital wild-
life corridors and habitats, preserve
cultural resources, and establish an im-
portant buffer to the inevitable
changes climate change will usher in
for these fragile desert ecosystems.

While the newly-designated desert
monuments formed a cornerstone for
future desert protection, our work is
not complete. That is why I am intro-
ducing this legislation today.

While I supported President Obama’s
decision to create three national monu-
ments in the Mojave Desert, his au-
thority under the Antiquities Act did
not allow him to include the many
other valuable provisions in the origi-
nal legislation.

Our intention has always been to bal-
ance the many uses of the desert
through legislation, and that remains
the case today. That is why I reintro-
duced that legislation immediately fol-
lowing the President’s designation, and
that is why I am introducing a bill
again today: to make the rest of the
provisions a reality.

The legislation I am introducing
today therefore includes all of the pro-
visions the President was not able to
enact through executive action under
the Antiquities Act.

These negotiated provisions—which
represent our best attempt to achieve
consensus among desert stakeholders—
deserve to become law.

That legislation includes many addi-
tional conservation areas and provides
permanent protection for five Off-High-
way Recreation Areas covering ap-
proximately 142,000 acres. Off-roaders
were a vital part of the coalition we
put together, and unfortunately those
lands could not be designated under ex-
ecutive action. Off-roaders deserve cer-
tainty about their future use of the
land, just as there is now certainty for
conservation purposes. I gave them my
word that I would fight for them, and I
intend to do so again in this new Con-
gress.

This bill would also expand wilder-
ness areas in the desert, by designating
five additional wilderness areas that
cover 230,000 acres of land near Fort
Irwin.

The bill would ensure clean and free-
flowing rivers, through the designation
of 77 miles of rivers as Wild and Scenic
Rivers; add to our national parks, by
expanding Death Valley National Park
Wilderness by 39,000 acres and Joshua
Tree National Park by 4,500 acres; ex-
pand National Scenic Areas, by adding
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