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February. This week’s theme is
‘“School Counseling: Helping Students
Realize Their Potential.”

Mr. Speaker, what we know is that
school counselors are integral to stu-
dent success. Counselors not only help
students reach their academic and ca-
reer goals, but they focus on assisting
with social and personal development,
too. Many parents also benefit from
the assistance of school counselors as
they encounter the challenges of rais-
ing children in today’s world.

Our counselors play a vital role in
the total education of children. I salute
these professionals in the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania and throughout
the United States for their dedication
to preparing our students to achieve
success and become productive mem-
bers of society in this ever-changing
world.

Thank you to our school counselors
for all you do to help educate students

nationwide. Happy National School
Counseling Week.

————
REMEMBERING DR. ARTHUR
ROSENFELD

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, the energy
world was saddened by the recent pass-
ing of Dr. Arthur Rosenfeld on January
27. I rise today to pay tribute to his ex-
traordinary life and countless con-
tributions.

Known as the godfather of energy ef-
ficiency, Dr. Rosenfeld’s efforts
brought awareness to the tremendous
benefits of efficiency. As a physicist at
UC Berkeley, Dr. Rosenfeld became in-
terested in efficiency during the 1973
o0il embargo. He soon began pushing ef-
ficiency standards for appliances and
buildings for California, and eventually
for the entire Nation. He went on to
work as an adviser at the Department
of Energy and served on the California
Energy Commission.

According to the American Council
for an Energy-Efficient Economy, a
group that Dr. Rosenfeld helped found,
savings from energy efficiency gains
have averted the need to build more
than 300 large power plants since 1990.

The EPA has estimated that between
1992 and 2014, its ENERGY STAR pro-
gram, a program built on the shoulders
of Dr. Rosenfeld’s work, has helped
families save over $350 billion on util-
ity bills while reducing greenhouse gas
emissions by more than 2.5 billion met-
ric tons.

The cleanest and cheapest kilowatt-
hour of electricity that one may take
advantage of is the one we do not use.

We salute Dr. Rosenfeld.

———
THE RIGHT TO TRY
(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today on behalf of the millions of
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Americans who receive the devastating
news of a terminal diagnosis each year.
Even with the amazing work done in
American medical research and devel-
opment, for too many families, access
to these potentially lifesaving treat-
ments will come too late, if at all.

It is time for this body to come to-
gether with Federal regulators and in-
dustry leaders to clear the path for-
ward to take care of those brave Amer-
icans who are fighting simply for a
chance to live. A bill introduced today
jointly by myself and Congressman
B1GGs will offer these brave Americans
a chance to extend their lives.

Mr. Speaker, the Right to Try Act
would ensure that terminally ill pa-
tients, together with their physicians
and pharmaceutical manufacturers,
will have the right to try investiga-
tional treatments where no alternative
exists. In fact, this bipartisan idea is
already the law of the land in 33 States
of our Nation.

For patients and their doctors, the
Right to Try Act affords them an op-
portunity to try therapies where the
benefits far outweigh the risks. Wheth-
er it is a father courageously battling
ALS or a brave child living with
Duchenne muscular dystrophy, all
those fighting for their lives deserve a
right to try. They deserve a right to
live.

—————

THE DRIVE FOR FIVE

(Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today because the Drive
for Five is complete. I want to join
New England in congratulating our
New England Patriots on their incred-
ible victory in Super Bowl LI. Fans
across the Granite State agree that
Super Bowl LI will go down in history
as one of the most amazing comebacks
of all time, and it cements the legacy
of Tom Brady and Bill Belichick as the
greatest quarterback-coach duo ever.

The game was remarkable for team
effort. After finding themselves down
by 25 points, the Patriots did not fall
victim to despair. They, instead,
showed true resolve and perseverance
as the offense executed drive after
drive and the defense held the powerful
Atlanta offense in check.

Whether it was the record 14 catches
by James White, the record 466 passing
yards by Tom Brady, the forced fumble
by Dont’a Hightower, the mind-bog-
gling catch by Julian Edelman, or the
coaching of Bill Belichick, everyone
did their part.

So let me take a moment, Mr. Speak-
er, to say to the New England Patriots:
Thanks for doing your job.

Congrats, Pats.

CONGRATULATING THE NEW
ENGLAND PATRIOTS
(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, a lot of
history was made last night. I, too,
want to join my New England col-
leagues to say congratulations to the
New England Patriots on an extraor-
dinary victory at Super Bowl LI.

A lot of history was made. This was
the greatest comeback in Super Bowl
history where our team was down by 25
points in the third quarter to come on
to victory. It is the only team to win in
Super Bowl history in overtime; and it
is an incredible display of the extraor-
dinary talent of Tom Brady, the only
quarterback in history to win five
Super Bowls. This establishes Tom
Brady unequivocally as the greatest
quarterback ever.

Also, congratulations to Bill
Belichick for his extraordinary coach-
ing, to Jonathan and Robert Kraft, and
the whole Patriots organization for all
that they have done.

This was a great and wonderful night
and an important example and display
of determination and persistence. It is
really a lesson for all of us to never
stop fighting and, for young people, the
importance in believing in yourself.

Mr. Speaker, the victory last night
by our great team, the New England
Patriots, raised the spirits of our en-
tire Nation.

Congratulations to the Pats. Thank
you for a great season and thank you
for a great victory last night.

———

OPPOSE THE UNCONSTITUTIONAL
BAN

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, earlier
today I joined members of my commu-
nity to discuss the impact of President
Trump’s Muslim and refugee ban.

I wanted to read from a statement
given by one of my constituents who
participated in the discussion today.
Her name is Nureed. She wrote:

I have always been grateful for being an
American and for the sacrifice my parents
made to afford me my American Dream. Yet,
every day, since the Republican nominee for
President was announced, I have feared for
my safety and the safety of my little chil-
dren.

I hold my breath every day praying that
the day will not come that I need to flee my
home for fear of retribution or, worse, be-
cause of my faith.

Mr. Speaker, Nureed is an American
who realized the American Dream. She
is not a threat to this Nation, nor are
her young children a threat to this Na-
tion.

President Trump wants to shut the
door to the American Dream. He is
tearing apart the fabric of this Nation
before our eyes. I urge my Republican
colleagues to remember Nureed’s words
and to oppose the President’s unconsti-
tutional ban.
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EXPRESSING STRONG OPPOSITION
TO D.C’S ASSISTED SUICIDE
PROGRAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. ROTHFUS) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
here tonight to raise a very serious and
consequential issue that is taking
place in our Nation’s capital. Wash-
ington, D.C., our Federal city, the sec-
ond hometown of every American, is
just weeks away from implementing a
deadly assisted suicide program.

The D.C. City Council recently
passed a so-called Death With Dignity
Act, which would allow adults who
have been diagnosed with a terminal
disease and who have been told they
have 6 months or less to live to receive
a prescription from their doctor to end
their life. Six States, including Cali-
fornia, Oregon, Vermont, Washington,
Montana, and Colorado, have already
headed down this dangerous path.

I raise this issue tonight, Mr. Speak-
er, because our Founders gave Congress
the power in the Constitution to ‘‘exer-
cise exclusive Legislation in all Cases
whatsoever over such District” that
would become the seat of the Govern-
ment of the United States.

As a result, this Congress has the op-
portunity to stop this law. I am grate-
ful that my colleagues are here tonight
to join me: Dr. WENSTRUP, Mr. JODY B.
Hice of Georgia, Dr. HARRIS, Dr.
HARTZLER, Dr. MARSHALL. They are
joining me tonight to speak in defense
of patients who deserve protection, es-
pecially when dealing with the un-
imaginable difficulty of a terminal dis-
ease.

Like me, they are deeply troubled
that in Washington, D.C., an alabaster
city that gleams as a beacon for the
principles on which we were founded,
this policy is about to be put in place,
jeopardizing the lives of the most vul-
nerable among us.

Mr. Speaker, Washington, D.C., is, in-
deed, a remarkable city. I still remem-
ber coming to this special place as a 10-
year-old child with my parents, coming
down the George Washington Parkway
in Virginia, as millions of other tour-
ists have, with excitement to see our
national monuments and the Capitol in
which I now speak.

We Americans approach this city
with awe, as we know how Washington
is intertwined with our Nation’s his-
tory and that this city both guards our
Nation’s founding documents—the Dec-
laration of Independence and the Con-
stitution—and hosts the very govern-
ment that our Constitution envisioned.
Those founding documents frame a Re-
public grounded in the principles of
sovereignty in the people, subject to
the protection of God-given inalienable
rights, among them the right to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

Nowhere, Mr. Speaker, in my opin-
ion, is the view of this city more beau-
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tiful than from the hills of Arlington
Cemetery in Virginia and, specifically,
the resting place of our 35th President,
John F. Kennedy. One cannot think of
President Kennedy without thinking
also of his inaugural address, which is
a call to action for a new generation of
Americans. That call was grounded in
the exceptional nature of our land.

O 1930

““And yet,” President Kennedy said,
‘““the same revolutionary beliefs for
which our forebears fought are still at
issue around the globe—the belief that
the rights of man come not from the
generosity of the state but from the
hand of God.”

D.C.’s assisted suicide law, Mr.
Speaker, threatens the inalienable
rights of vulnerable citizens. Not only
does the new D.C. statute tear at the
tapestry of our Nation’s founding, it di-
rectly contradicts the Hippocratic oath
every physician takes, to do no harm.

I shudder to think of the lives that
will be lost because our society tells
the weak, the despairing, the suffering,
or the hopeless that suicide is the best
option for them. Laws similar to the
D.C. Death with Dignity Act in the
U.S. and Europe have resulted in indi-
viduals being pressured to end their
lives, and insurance companies cov-
ering the reimbursements for suicide
treatment but not for other care.

If patients find themselves unable to
pay for expensive treatments out-of-
pocket, they may find their options se-
verely limited when facing a new diag-
nosis, facing a disability, or struggling
with mental illness. In some cases,
death may become the only affordable
option.

Proponents of physician-assisted sui-
cide point to real and tragic stories of
suffering individuals at the end of their
lives. However, according to a report
by the National Institutes of Health,
pain is not the primary factor moti-
vating patients to seek a lethal dose of
medication. More commonly cited mo-
tivations include depression, hopeless-
ness, and the loss of control or auton-
omy. Allowing physicians to prescribe
lethal medications to these patients
would mean we are abandoning our Na-
tion’s most vulnerable citizens and, in-
stead, succumbing to a culture that is
worse than the disease.

Instead of death and despair that are
the underlying principles of assisted
suicide, our laws should reflect a cul-
ture that promotes life and hope, even
in our suffering, even in our illness,
and even in our weakness.

Jeanette Hall of Oregon was diag-
nosed with cancer in the year 2000. She
was a supporter of her State’s assisted
suicide program, and she even voted for
it. She considered taking her own life
with the help of her physician when she
learned she only had 6 months to live.
Thankfully, she had a life-affirming
doctor who simply asked her how her
son, who was attending the police acad-
emy at the time, would feel about it.
This made her stop and think.

February 6, 2017

His question inspired her to opt for
radiation and chemotherapy, instead of
suicide, and, over a decade later, she is
still sharing her testimony. She is ex-
tremely happy to still be alive.

I have no doubt that Americans like
Jeanette with chronic illnesses, dis-
abilities, or struggling with mental ill-
ness will be exploited under this law,
and perhaps even encouraged to pursue
suicide rather than continue living
until natural death. This dangerous
trend is already taking shape in the six
States that have legalized physician-
assisted suicide. Precious lives have al-
ready met a premature end.

Mr. Speaker, there is dignity in all
human life, and the root meaning of
dignity is worth. Nothing—not illness,
not weakness, or despair—can decrease
the worth of a human life. I cannot
stand idly by and watch our laws cor-
rupt our culture.

I am thankful to be joined by several
of my colleagues who refuse to let this
dark policy move forward unchecked.
With that, I would like to yield to my
colleague from Ohio (Mr. WENSTRUP).
Dr. WENSTRUP is a physician. He has
served our country in the Army Re-
serves having deployed to Iraq to treat
our wounded servicemembers. Dr.
WENSTRUP, is the prime sponsor of H.J.
Res. 27, which will overturn this mis-
guided legislation.

Mr. WENSTRUP. I appreciate that,
and I thank you for yielding and thank
you for taking the charge on this this
evening to share this message.

Mr. Speaker, first, do no harm. Do no
harm. These are three short words, but,
to physicians, they represent a sacred
charge—three short words that now
hang in the balance here in the District
of Columbia after the D.C. Council
passed the Death with Dignity Act le-
galizing physician-assisted suicide in
the Nation’s Capital.

In authorizing doctors to violate the
Hippocratic oath of ‘“‘do no harm,” phy-
sician-assisted suicide undermines a
key safeguard that protects our Na-
tion’s most vulnerable citizens: the dis-
abled, the sick, the poor—a key safe-
guard that helps to ensure our loved
ones receive the best medical care
when they need it the most.

Instead of simply providing end-of-
life comfort and a potential for cure,
D.C.’s new law is poised to do more
harm than good. This act leaves pa-
tients unprotected, doctors unaccount-
able, and our most vulnerable citizens
at risk of having fewer medical options
at their disposal rather than having
more. It is too broad. This act allows
adults diagnosed with a terminal dis-
ease having less than 6 months to live
to receive a prescription for medica-
tion to end their life on their own—
alone.

There are concerns that the defini-
tion of ‘‘terminal disease’ is too broad
since most doctors will admit that ac-
curately predicting life expectancy is
almost impossible; and it is. There are
many conditions such as diabetes or
HIV—they are considered incurable or
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