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Mr. Speaker, in closing, let me say
that this year marks the 150th anniver-
sary of the Canadian Confederation. So
it is appropriate that we are consid-
ering this important resolution on the
House floor before 2017 comes to a
close.

As was said by all the other Mem-
bers, the U.S. and Canada share so
much more than just our extensive bor-
ders and daily commerce. We share
people-to-people ties that run genera-
tions deep and continue on a daily
basis.

Today, by passing H. Res. 357, Con-
gress has an opportunity to show our
commitment to and gratitude for the
U.S.-Canada relationship. We also have
an opportunity to show the world how
two nations can get along with miles
and miles of continuous borders.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this important resolution. I
again thank Chairman ROYCE and the
former chairman of the Western Hemi-
sphere Subcommittee for their work.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to once again
thank Representative DUNCAN and Mr.
MEEKS and Mr. HUIZENGA and Mr.
ENGEL for their commitment to the
U.S.-Canada relationship and for bring-
ing this important resolution forward.

This resolution affirms the already
strong partnership that we enjoy with
our neighbors to the North while recog-
nizing that this bilateral relationship
has advanced our national interests.

In addition to working together on
trade, on border security, on energy,
Canada is also a valuable partner in se-
curity. As my colleagues know, Canada
is a founding member of NATO and
leads a NATO battalion in Latvia—I
happen to have seen that battalion re-
cently in Latvia—while maintaining
200 Canadian military trainers in
Ukraine.

Our shared values and proximity
have rendered Canada one of our most
important allies, and this resolution
allows this body to stand together in
affirming that relationship. I urge my
colleagues to support this important
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE
of Texas). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROYCE) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 357, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
COMMUNICATION FROM THE
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
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nication from the Honorable NANCY
PELOSI, Democratic Leader:

DECEMBER 12, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: Pursuant to section
1238(b)(3) of the Floyd D. Spence National
Defense Authorization Act of Fiscal Year
2001 (22 U.S.C. 7002), as amended, I am
pleased to reappoint the following individ-
uals to the United States-China Economic
and Security Review Commission. These ap-
pointments would be effective January 1,
2018.

Ms. Carolyn Bartholomew of Washington,
D.C.

Mr. Michael Wessel of Falls Church, VA

Thank you for your attention to these ap-
pointments.

Sincerely,
NANCY PELOSI,
Democratic Leader.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
0 1634
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. POE of Texas) at 4 o’clock
and 34 minutes p.m.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2396, PRIVACY NOTIFICATION
TECHNICAL CLARIFICATION ACT,
AND PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 4015, CORPORATE
GOVERNANCE REFORM AND
TRANSPARENCY ACT OF 2017

Mr. WOODALL, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 115-462) on the resolution (H.
Res. 657) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 2396) to amend the
Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act to update the
exception for certain annual notices
provided by financial institutions, and
providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 4015) to improve the quality of
proxy advisory firms for the protection
of investors and the U.S. economy, and
in the public interest, by fostering ac-
countability, transparency, responsive-
ness, and competition in the proxy ad-
visory firm industry, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1638, TRANIAN LEADERSHIP
ASSET TRANSPARENCY ACT,
AND PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 4324, STRENGTH-
ENING OVERSIGHT OF IRAN’S
ACCESS TO FINANCE ACT

Mr. WOODALL, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report

December 12, 2017

(Rept. No. 115-463) on the resolution (H.
Res. 6568) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1638) to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to submit a re-
port to the appropriate congressional
committees on the estimated total as-
sets under direct or indirect control by
certain senior Iranian leaders and
other figures, and for other purposes,
and providing for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 4324) to require the Secretary
of the Treasury to make certifications
with respect to United States and for-
eign financial institutions’ aircraft-re-
lated transactions involving Iran, and
for other purposes, which was referred
to the House Calendar and ordered to
be printed.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on questions previously
postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

The motion to recommit on H.R.
3971; and

Passage of H.R. 3971, if ordered.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The second
electronic vote will be conducted as a
5-minute vote.

——————

COMMUNITY INSTITUTION
MORTGAGE RELIEF ACT OF 2017

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to recommit on the bill (H.R. 3971)
to amend the Truth in Lending Act and
the Real Estate Settlement Procedures
Act of 1974 to modify the requirements
for community financial institutions
with respect to certain rules relating
to mortgage loans, and for other pur-
poses, offered by the gentlewoman from
Nevada (Ms. TITUS), on which the yeas
and nays were ordered.

The Clerk will redesignate the mo-
tion.

The Clerk redesignated the motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to recommit.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 190, nays
233, not voting 8, as follows:

[Roll No. 674]

YEAS—190

Adams Carbajal Crowley
Aguilar Cardenas Cuellar
Barragan Carson (IN) Cummings
Bass Cartwright Davis (CA)
Beatty Castor (FL) Dayvis, Danny
Bera Castro (TX) DeFazio
Beyer Chu, Judy DeGette
Bishop (GA) Cicilline Delaney
Blum Clark (MA) DeLauro
Blumenauer Clarke (NY) DelBene
Blunt Rochester Clay Demings
Bonamici Cleaver DeSaulnier
Boyle, Brendan Clyburn Deutch

F. Cohen Dingell
Brady (PA) Connolly Doggett
Brown (MD) Cooper Doyle, Michael
Brownley (CA) Correa F.
Bustos Costa Ellison
Butterfield Courtney Engel
Capuano Crist Eshoo



December 12, 2017

Espaillat
Esty (CT)
Evans
Foster
Frankel (FL)
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Gomez
Gonzalez (TX)
Gottheimer
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Hanabusa
Hastings
Heck
Higgins (NY)
Himes

Hoyer
Huffman
Jackson Lee
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Khanna
Kihuen
Kildee
Kilmer

Kind
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee

Levin

Abraham
Aderholt
Allen
Amash
Amodei
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Banks (IN)
Barletta
Barr
Barton
Bergman
Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (MI)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Bost

Brady (TX)
Brat
Brooks (AL)
Brooks (IN)
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Budd
Burgess
Byrne
Calvert
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chabot
Cheney
Coffman
Cole

Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comer
Comstock
Conaway
Cook
Costello (PA)
Cramer
Crawford
Culberson
Curbelo (FL)
Curtis
Davidson
Davis, Rodney
Denham

Lewis (GA)
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan Grisham,
M.
Lujan, Ben Ray
Lynch
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Matsui
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Moore
Moulton
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Nolan
Norcross
O’Halleran
O’Rourke
Pallone
Panetta
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Polis
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Rice (NY)

NAYS—233

Dent
DeSantis
Diaz-Balart
Donovan
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Dunn
Emmer
Estes (KS)
Farenthold
Faso
Ferguson
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flores
Fortenberry
Foxx
Frelinghuysen
Gaetz
Gallagher
Garrett
Gianforte
Gibbs
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Gosar
Gowdy
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Griffith
Grothman
Guthrie
Handel
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Hice, Jody B.
Higgins (LA)
Hill

Holding
Hollingsworth
Hudson
Huizenga
Hultgren
Hunter
Hurd

Issa
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Richmond
Rosen
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Sinema
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Soto
Speier
Suozzi
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tonko
Torres
Tsongas
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Welch
Wilson (FL)
Yarmuth

Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Katko
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger
Knight
Kustoff (TN)
Labrador
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Latta
Lewis (MN)
LoBiondo
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
MacArthur
Marchant
Marino
Marshall
Massie
Mast
McCarthy
McCaul
McClintock
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Messer
Mitchell
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Mullin
Newhouse
Noem
Norman

Nunes Ross Tipton
Olson Rothfus Trott
Palazzo Rouzer Turner
Palmer Royce (CA) Upton
Paulsen Russell Valadao
Pearce Rutherford Wagner
gfggnger Si}rllfoegiert Walberg
\Y
Poe (TX) Scott, Austin &/alden
A alker

Poliquin Sensenbrenner .
Posey Sessions Walorski -
Ratcliffe Shimkus Walters, Mimi
Reed Shuster Weber (TX)
Reichert Simpson Webster (FL)
Renacci Smith (MO) Wenstrup
Rice (SO) Smith (NE) Westerman
Roby Smith (NJ) Williams
Roe (TN) Smith (TX) Wilson (SC)
Rogers (AL) Smucker Wittman
Rogers (KY) Stefanik Womack
Rohrabacher Stewart Woodall
Rokita Stivers Yoder
Rooney, Francis Taylor Yoho
Rooney, Thomas Tenney Young (AK)

J. ) Thompson (PA) Young (IA)
Ros-Lehtinen Thornberry Zeldin
Roskam Tiberi

NOT VOTING—8
Bridenstine Kennedy Sewell (AL)
DesJarlais Pocan Walz
Gutiérrez Scalise
0 1702
Messrs. HILL, BILIRAKIS,

FARENTHOLD, GRAVES of Missouri,
COSTELLO of Pennsylvania, ROSS,
Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER, Messrs.
ROSKAM, WALDEN, HURD, Mrs.
McMORRIS RODGERS, Messrs. AUS-
TIN SCOTT of Georgia, GOODLATTE,
and DUNCAN of Tennessee changed
their vote from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”’

Mr. NOLAN and Ms. MOORE changed
their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So the motion to recommit was re-
jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a
5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 294, nays
129, not voting 8, as follows:

[Roll No. 675]

YEAS—294
Abraham Blackburn Cole
Aderholt Blum Collins (GA)
Aguilar Bost Collins (NY)
Allen Boyle, Brendan Comer
Amash F. Comstock
Amodei Brady (TX) Conaway
Arrington Brat Connolly
Babin Brooks (AL) Cook
Bacon Brooks (IN) Cooper
Banks (IN) Buchanan Correa
Barletta Buck Costa
Barr Bucshon Costello (PA)
Barragan Budd Cramer
Barton Burgess Crawford
Beatty Bustos Cuellar
Bera Byrne Culberson
Bergman Calvert Curbelo (FL)
Beyer Carbajal Curtis
Biggs Carter (GA) Davidson
Bilirakis Carter (TX) Davis (CA)
Bishop (GA) Cartwright Davis, Rodney
Bishop (MI) Chabot DeGette
Bishop (UT) Cheney Delaney
Black Coffman DelBene

Denham
Dent
DeSantis
Diaz-Balart
Donovan
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Dunn

Emmer

Estes (KS)
Esty (CT)
Farenthold
Faso
Ferguson
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flores
Fortenberry
Foster

Foxx
Frelinghuysen
Gabbard
Gaetz
Gallagher
Garrett
Gianforte
Gibbs
Gohmert
Gomez
Gonzalez (TX)
Goodlatte
Gosar
Gottheimer
Gowdy
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Griffith
Grothman
Guthrie
Hanabusa
Handel
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Heck
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Hice, Jody B.
Higgins (LA)
Hill

Himes
Holding
Hollingsworth
Hudson
Huizenga
Hultgren
Hunter

Hurd

Issa

Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jordan

Joyce (OH)
Katko
Keating
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kilmer

Kind

King (IA)

Adams

Bass
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Brady (PA)
Brown (MD)
Brownley (CA)
Butterfield
Capuano
Cardenas
Carson (IN)
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn

King (NY)
Kinzinger
Knight
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
Kustoff (TN)
Labrador
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Larsen (WA)
Latta
Lawson (FL)
Lewis (MN)
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan Grisham,
M.
MacArthur
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marino
Marshall
Massie
Mast
McCarthy
McCaul
MecClintock
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Meeks
Messer
Mitchell
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moulton
Mullin
Murphy (FL)
Newhouse
Noem
Norman
Nunes
O’Halleran
Olson
Palazzo
Palmer
Paulsen
Pearce
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Pittenger
Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Polis
Posey
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Rice (NY)
Rice (SC)

NAYS—129

Cohen
Courtney
Crist
Crowley
Cummings
Dayvis, Danny
DeFazio
DeLauro
Demings
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F.
Ellison
Engel
Eshoo
Espaillat
Evans
Frankel (FL)
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Roby
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney, Francis
Rooney, Thomas
dJ.
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Royce (CA)
Ruppersberger
Russell
Rutherford
Sanford
Schneider
Schrader
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sinema
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smucker
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Suozzi
Taylor
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton
Torres
Trott
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Vargas
Vela
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Wasserman
Schultz
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yoder
Yoho
Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Zeldin

Fudge
Gallego
Garamendi
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Hastings
Higgins (NY)
Hoyer
Huffman
Jackson Lee
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones
Kaptur
Kelly (IL)
Khanna
Kihuen
Kildee
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Langevin Nolan Serrano
Larson (CT) Norcross Shea-Porter
Lawrence O’Rourke Sires
Lee Pallone Slaughter
Levin Panetta Smith (WA)
Lewis (GA) Pascrell Soto
Lofgren Payne Speier
Lowenthal Pglom Swalwell (CA)
Lowey Pingree Takano
Lujan, Ben Ray Price (NC) Thom:
3 pson (CA)

Lynch Quigley Thompson (MS)
Maloney, Raskin X

Carolyn B. Richmond Titus
Matsui Rosen Tonko
McCollum Roybal-Allard ~ 1S0ngas
McEachin Ruiz Veasey
McGovern Rush Velazquez
McNerney Ryan (OH) Visclosky
Meng Sanchez Waters, Maxine
Moore Sarbanes Watson Coleman
Nadler Schakowsky Welch
Napolitano Schiff Wilson (FL)
Neal Scott (VA) Yarmuth

NOT VOTING—38
Bridenstine Kennedy Sewell (AL)
DesdJarlais Pocan Walz
Gutiérrez Scalise
0 1709

Ms. MOORE changed her vote from
uyean tO unay'n

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained. Had | been present, | would
have voted “Nay” on Rollcall No. 674 and
“Yea” on Rollcall No. 675.

ISIS IN AFRICA

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, as
ISIS loses ground in Syria and Iraq, we
must remain vigilant. There is a grow-
ing terrorist threat in Africa. Between
January and September of 2016, the Af-
rican continent suffered at least 1,426
incidents of terrorism-related violence.

Terrorism is a major challenge to
peace, security, and development in Af-
rica. Recently, the threat has grown to
directly impact U.S. servicemembers
serving in Africa.

Last May, a Navy SEAL was killed in
an operation against al-Qaida affiliate
al Shabaab, the first U.S. servicemem-
ber killed in action in Somalia since
the 1993 infamous Black Hawk Down
incident. Last month, an ambush by
Islamist militants in Niger left four
U.S. Green Berets killed. Recently, the
U.S. conducted its first airstrikes
against ISIS in Somalia.

Mr. Speaker, the writing is on the
wall. The terrorist cancer in Africa is
metastasizing. It is on its way to be-
coming a full-blown threat to African
and American interests.

Having been displaced by war in
Syria and Iraq, ISIS is finding a new
home in Africa to carry out its reign of
terror, and we must be mindful and
vigilant.

And that is just the way it is.
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RECOGNIZING MONTEREY COUNTY
AND SANTA CRUZ COUNTY FARM
BUREAUS

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Farm Bureaus
of Monterey County and Santa Cruz
County.

This year, those farm bureaus will
mark 100 years of serving our agri-
culture communities across the central
coast of California. We know that those
in agriculture are consistently evolv-
ing as they constantly contend with
Mother Nature, mandates, immigra-
tion, and the ever-changing market.

Fortunately, the local farm bureaus’
leadership and consultation has always
been there to help our over 600 farmers
stay competitive and keep our commu-
nities strong. The farm bureaus are an
essential ingredient as to why our
number one industry on the central
coast is agriculture and why my home
can claim the title of being the berry
bowl and salad bowl of the world.

I thank and recognize the Santa Cruz
County and Monterey County Farm
Bureaus for their past, present, and fu-
ture work for our agriculture industry
and for our communities that feed our
families throughout our Nation and the
world.

———

RECOGNIZING FORMER GEORGIA
STATE REPRESENTATIVE JOHN
YATES

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the life of
former Georgia State Representative
John Yates, who passed away on De-
cember 11 at the age of 96.

Representing Griffin, Georgia, just
south of Atlanta, he was first elected
to the Georgia General Assembly in
1988, and over time became one of the
most inspiring officials in the State.

When he retired from government,
Representative Yates was the only
World War II veteran serving in the
Georgia General Assembly. He was
drafted into the Army in 1942, and flew
a Piper Cub airplane, a small plane
with a top speed of less than 100 miles
an hour. He flew 200 missions adjusting
artillery fire on the enemy, including
at the Battle of the Bulge, earning six
Air Medals and four battle stars.

After the war, he went back to school
to earn his college degree and em-
barked on a 35-year journey with Ford
Motor Company, eventually becoming
a depot manager.

Representative Yates served the
State of Georgia with the most humble
attitude and went to great lengths to
help Georgia’s veterans. Anyone who
was lucky enough to know Representa-
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tive Yates could learn from his atti-
tude, knowledge, and experience.

Mr. Speaker, I had the honor and
privilege of serving with Representa-
tive Yates. He was a great American, a
true American hero, and a fine man. He
will be missed.

CONDEMNING THE SLAVE TRADE
IN LIBYA

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, by now, we
have all seen the horrifying video of a
slave auction in Libya. It is out-
rageous. Migrants and refugees, most
of them Black Africans, are being
preyed upon, held in detention camps,
and bought and sold like property.

Mr. Speaker, the United States can-
not stand by as an idle spectator to the
plague of slavery in Libya. People are
not property.

Last week, members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus and I met with
Libya’s Ambassador. She agreed that
the Libyan Government will conduct a
transparent investigation, but they do
not have the capacity to do so. That
does not absolve the United States of
its responsibilities.

We must immediately investigate al-
legations of slavery and forced labor in
Libya. We need to impose sanctions if
Libya fails to end slave auctions and
forced labor. We must ensure the U.S.
Department of State and the U.S.
Agency for International Development
are adequately staffed to respond to
the situation in Libya.

Mr. Speaker, Congress should adopt
the bipartisan H. Res. 644, which will
do all these things and more.

——

ATTACK ON RULE OF LAW AND
DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ARRINGTON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. GAETZ) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, I take the
floor tonight, along with many of my
colleagues, to fight back against an at-
tack on the rule of law and our demo-
cratic institutions.

Right now, the investigations into
Donald Trump and the prior investiga-
tion into Hillary Clinton have been in-
fected with the virus of severe bias.

Hillary Clinton went under investiga-
tion for the mishandling of classified
information and her dealings through
the Clinton Foundation, which was es-
sentially investigated by her own fan
club. Meanwhile, Robert Mueller ob-
tained his team by fishing in the never-
Trump aquarium.

Only through the antidote of trans-
parency can we end this erosion of the
rule of law and restore the American
people’s confidence in the institutions
that we must trust to live in a civilized
society.
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