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Main Street in Belmar, New Jersey, shall be
known and designated as the ‘“‘Dr. Walter S.
McAfee Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the “‘Dr. Walter S. McAfee
Post Office Building’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Montana (Mr. GIANFORTE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Mrs. DEMINGS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Montana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Montana?

There was no objection.

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3655, introduced by the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH).
The bill names the United States Post
Office at 1300 Main Street in Belmar,
New Jersey, after Dr. Walter S.
McAfee.

Dr. Walter McAfee was a scientist,
educator, and adviser to the U.S. Army
Communications-Electronics Com-
mand. He is credited as the first person
to calculate the speed of the Moon.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), the sponsor of
the bill.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my friend, the gen-
tleman from Montana, for yielding and
for the support that he and the ranking
member provided for this important
legislation.

It is an honor to bring H.R. 3655 to
the House today to designate the facil-
ity of the U.S. Postal Service located
at 1300 Main Street in Belmar, New
Jersey, as the Dr. Walter S. McAfee
Post Office Building.

Dr. Walter McAfee was a scientist,
educator, and adviser to the U.S. Army
Communications-Electronics Command
and the Fort Monmouth community.

Mr. Speaker, I reached out to the
leaders of the Information Age Learn-
ing Center, also known as InfoAge, sev-
eral months ago and asked them if
they could recommend a member of
their community who they believed
ought to be honored in this way, and
they recommended Dr. McAfee.

As some of you may know, InfoAge
has been the leading organization pre-
serving scientific history, innovation,
and communications located at the
former Army camp, Camp Evans, and
subpost of Fort Monmouth.

Dr. McAfee was instrumental in the
success of Project Diana, an effort by
scientists at Camp Evans that pierced
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the Earth’s outer atmosphere with
high frequency signals, in other words,
radar. It was his mathematical calcula-
tions that enabled the team to bounce
the first radio signals off the Moon’s
surface. Without the success of his cal-
culations that allowed for communica-
tion to occur between Earth and space,
the achievements of launching the sat-
ellites into space or sending a man to
the Moon would have not been possible.

It is the achievement of this extraor-
dinary man that actually helped
launch us into the space age. During
his time at Fort Monmouth, Dr.
McAfee also developed sensors which
were used to detect and track enemy
movements during the Vietnam war.
He served as director of a NATO study
on surveillance and target acquisition,
high-priority technologies, during the
Cold War.

Dr. McAfee was the first African
American to be promoted to GS-16, a
supergrade civilian position in the U.S.
Army Materiel Command, AMC, and to
be inducted into the AMC Hall of
Fame. Throughout his lifetime, his
achievements were recognized through
dozens of awards and honors that he re-
ceived for his contribution to science
and to the defense of the United States
and our allies.
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He was known for his love of learn-
ing, his high ethical standards, and
great sense of humor.

He passed away in 1995 in Belmar,
New Jersey. He and his wife, Viola,
were married for close to 54 years and
are survived by their daughters, Diane
Mercedes McAfee and Marsha Bera-
Morris.

I thank my colleagues for their an-
ticipated support for this legislation.

Mr. GTANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join my
colleagues in consideration of H.R.
3655, a bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 1300 Main Street in Belmar,
New Jersey, as the Dr. Walter S.
McAfee Post Office Building.

Dr. McAfee was born in Texas in 1914
and earned degrees in mathematics and
physics before receiving a Ph.D. in nu-
clear physics from Cornell University
in 1949.

You have already heard that Dr.
McAfee launched this country into the
space age. Dr. McAfee also made im-
portant contributions, as you have
heard, to this country as an adviser to
the U.S. Army during the Vietnam war.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill
to commemorate the illustrious career
of Dr. McAfee and the legacy he leaves
behind through his impressive sci-
entific accomplishments.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the passage of
H.R. 3655.

I have no further speakers, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I
urge adoption of this bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Montana (Mr.
GIANFORTE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3655.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

JAMES C. “BILLY’" JOHNSON POST
OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4285) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 123 Bridgeton Pike in Mullica
Hill, New Jersey, as the ‘“James C.
‘Billy’ Johnson Post Office Building’’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4285

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. JAMES C. “BILLY” JOHNSON POST OF-
FICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 123
Bridgeton Pike in Mullica Hill, New Jersey,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘James
C. ‘Billy’ Johnson Post Office Building’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“‘James C. ‘Billy’ John-
son Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Montana (Mr. GIANFORTE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Mrs. DEMINGS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Montana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Montana?

There was no objection.

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 4285, introduced by the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. LOBI-
ONDO).

The bill names the United States
post office building at 123 Bridgeton
Pike in Mullica Hill, New Jersey, after
James C. ‘““Billy”’ Johnson.

Billy Johnson joined the United
States Army in 1941 as a private and
was later commissioned as an officer.
Second Lieutenant Johnson was killed
in action in 1944.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. LOBIONDO), who is the
sponsor of the bill.
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Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Montana for yield-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to bring
H.R. 4285, to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 123 Bridgeton Pike in Mullica
Hill, New Jersey, as the James C.
“Billy”’ Johnson Post Office Building,
to the floor for consideration.

Second Lieutenant Johnson was born
and raised in my district in Richwood,
New Jersey, in 1920. Due to his strong
desire to serve his country, Billy en-
listed as a private in the United States
Army in 1941. He was later commis-
sioned as an officer.

He was assigned to the 370th Infantry
Regiment, 92nd Division during the
height of the Italian Campaign in
World War II. Second Lieutenant John-
son made the ultimate sacrifice for his
country when he was tragically killed
in action in October of 1944.

It is because of his steadfast commit-
ment to his country, along with his
valor and dedication to his country,
that I support the naming of this post
office after Second Lieutenant John-
son.

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of this
legislation.

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join my
colleagues in consideration of H.R.
4285, a bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated in Mullica Hill, New Jersey, as
the James C. ““Billy’’ Johnson Post Of-
fice Building.

You have heard he was a native of
Richwood, New Jersey. He attended el-
ementary school at Mullica Hill and
graduated from Glassboro High School
before attending Benedict College. In
1941, he began his military service in
the United States Army.

You have heard he was assigned to
the Canon Company, the 370th Infantry
Regiment, 92nd Division. Regretfully,
he made the ultimate sacrifice in 1944,
when he was tragically killed. But his
legacy lives on. He serves as an inspira-
tion to those who have benefited from
his sacrifice.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill
to commemorate the sacrifice that
Second Lieutenant Johnson made to
his country. I urge the passage of H.R.
4285.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further speak-
ers, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I
urge adoption of the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Montana (Mr.
GIANFORTE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4285.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

CONDEMNING THE PERSECUTION
OF CHRISTIANS AROUND THE
WORLD

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 407)
condemning the persecution of Chris-
tians around the world, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 407

Whereas the International Religious Free-
dom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6401 et seq.) found
that religious persecution is not confined to
a particular region or regime and reaffirmed
the commitment of the United States that
religious freedom, which is the freedom of
thought and conscience and the right to
practice theistic and non-theistic beliefs, is
the right of every individual and should
never be arbitrarily abridged by any govern-
ment;

Whereas the persecution of Christians is a
global problem, occurring in countries across
Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and the Amer-
icas;

Whereas Christians face persecution not
only from Islamic extremist groups, like the
Islamic State and Boko Haram, but also
from other religious extremist groups and
from officials at all levels of government;

Whereas the Middle East has been a home
to Christians since the first century A.D.,
but the Christian population in the Middle
East has significantly decreased over the
past few decades as a result of persecution,
displacement, and genocide;

Whereas such persecution ranges from so-
cial harassment and discrimination to phys-
ical violence, imprisonment, torture, en-
slavement, rape, and death;

Whereas Christians in Syria and Iraq have
faced assault, torture, imprisonment, en-
slavement, and execution in a genocidal
campaign by the Islamic State;

Whereas according to 2017 reports from
international non-governmental organiza-
tions, the Christian population in Iraq de-
creased from 1,400,000 people in 2003 to just
275,000 people in 2016, as a result of displace-
ment and genocide caused by religious extre-
mism;

Whereas Christian holy sites in Syria have
been destroyed by the Islamic State;

Whereas in 2016, approximately 200 Chris-
tians in Iran were arrested, while others
have been beaten, tortured, subjected to
feigned public executions, and even sen-
tenced to death for their faith, and at least
90 remain in illegal detention;

Whereas in Saudi Arabia, Christians as
well as other religious minorities face im-
prisonment, torture, and deportation and
must practice their faith in secrecy because
their houses of worship are not allowed;

Whereas on April 9, 2017, Palm Sunday, 44
people were killed in bomb attacks by the Is-
lamic State on Coptic churches in Egypt;

Whereas the Islamic State has also
claimed responsibility for the attack on a
bus on May 26, 2017, in which 29 Coptic Chris-
tians were killed while traveling to a mon-
astery in Minya, Egypt;

Whereas since the fall of the Gaddafi re-
gime, Libya has served as a haven for mili-
tant Islamist extremist groups, like the Is-
lamic State, which has resulted in more vio-
lent forms of Christian persecution;
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Whereas the Islamic State claimed respon-
sibility for the killing of 51 Coptic Christians
in Libya in February and March of 2015;

Whereas Christian migrants from northern
Africa traveling through Libya on their way
to Europe have been abducted, trafficked,
and forced to convert to Islam at the hands
of the Islamic State;

Whereas in Afghanistan there are reports
that converts to Christianity have been mur-
dered or sent to mental hospitals;

Whereas Christians in Pakistan face accu-
sations of blasphemy, punishable by death,
and convictions and sentences for blasphemy
are given despite little or no evidence;

Whereas according to Open Doors USA, ap-
proximately 600 Christian churches were at-
tacked in Pakistan in 2016;

Whereas both Christians and Muslims in
Nigeria have been massacred by Islamic ex-
tremist groups like Boko Haram;

Whereas Christian converts in Somalia
often face public execution;

Whereas in 2017, a mob of 100 men attacked
a Christian church in Uganda, beating and
raping members of the congregation;

Whereas in May 2017, a Christian governor
in Indonesia was found guilty of blasphemy
and sentenced to two years in prison, in what
was widely seen as a challenge to religious
pluralism in Indonesia;

Whereas communist regimes have a strong
history of oppressing and persecuting Chris-
tians as well as other religious minorities;

Whereas since 2013, in the Zhejiang Prov-
ince of China, crosses have been removed
from over 1,500 churches as part of that prov-
ince’s anti-cross campaign;

Whereas in China, members of Christian
churches, as well as other religious minori-
ties, that are not registered with the govern-
ment face increased persecution from the
Chinese state, including the risk of imprison-
ment and torture;

Whereas in North Korea, the practice of
Christianity is prohibited and if caught,
Christians are sent to forced labor camps;

Whereas in November 2016, Vietnam adopt-
ed a new ‘‘Law on Belief and Religion’ that
falls dramatically short of internationally
accepted standards for human rights and
curtails the right to religious freedom for
over 8,000,000 Christians in that country;

Whereas in Mexico and Colombia, Chris-
tian church leaders have been assaulted,
threatened, and in some cases Kkilled by
transnational criminal organizations and
paramilitary armed groups attempting to in-
timidate and silence them;

Whereas religious discrimination, includ-
ing the persecution of Christians, is a global
human rights problem; and

Whereas the right to religious freedom is a
universal right recognized by the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns all violations of religious
freedom and affirms that religious freedom
is a fundamental right of every individual
that should never be arbitrarily abridged by
any government;

(2) condemns the persecution of Christians
around the world;

(3) calls on discriminatory countries to
cease their persecution of Christians and re-
ligious minorities and combat religious per-
secution carried out by extremist non-state
actors; and

(4) urges the President and the heads of the
governments of all countries around the
world to uphold the right to religious free-
dom and condemn the global persecution of
Christians and other religious minorities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
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