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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Montana (Mr. 
GIANFORTE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2815. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

RUTLEDGE PEARSON POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3638) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 1100 Kings Road in Jackson-
ville, Florida, as the ‘‘Rutledge Pear-
son Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3638 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. RUTLEDGE PEARSON POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 1100 
Kings Road in Jacksonville, Florida, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘Rutledge 
Pearson Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Rutledge Pearson Post 
Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Montana (Mr. GIANFORTE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Mrs. DEMINGS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Montana. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Montana? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 3638, introduced by the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. LAWSON). The 
bill names the United States Post Of-
fice at 1100 Kings Road in Jacksonville, 
Florida, after Rutledge Pearson. 

Rutledge Pearson was an educator 
and instrumental leader in the civil 

rights movement. He is remembered 
for his ability to attract young people 
to the fight for civil rights. Tragically, 
he was killed in a car accident in 1967. 
Today, we honor his legacy and service 
to his community in Jacksonville. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join my 
colleagues in consideration of H.R. 
3638, a bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Post Office located 
at 1100 Kings Road in Jacksonville, 
Florida, as the Rutledge Pearson Post 
Office Building. 

Born in 1929, Rutledge Pearson grad-
uated from New Stanton High School 
in 1947, before attending Tillatson Col-
lege on a baseball scholarship. Fol-
lowing his graduation, he began play-
ing for the Negro League’s Birmingham 
Black Barons, but because of his race, 
the Jacksonville Beach Seabirds re-
fused to allow Mr. Pearson to play on 
their team, deciding they would rather 
close the park. 

His rejection, however, inspired him, 
and he went on to become an influen-
tial member of Jacksonville’s edu-
cation system and civil rights move-
ments. He served at every level in the 
NAACP, and he continued to energize 
and inspire young people around his 
community, as he did in the classroom 
every day. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to be a co-
sponsor of this legislation to honor Mr. 
Rutledge Pearson. I urge the passage of 
H.R. 3638, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. LAWSON). 

b 1500 
Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speak-

er, I am honored to stand before you 
today as we move to honor the legacy 
of Rutledge Pearson by naming the 
Jacksonville Post Office in his honor. 
He was a tremendous leader. Rutledge 
Pearson was a civil rights leader, an 
American history teacher, and a distin-
guished baseball player. His legacy in 
Jacksonville, and especially for civil 
rights, is long lasting, and this is the 
fitting way to honor his contribution 
to our community. 

As a young man, Rutledge Pearson 
had a successful baseball career, as we 
heard from the Congressman, with the 
Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro 
League. His talent granted him the op-
portunity to play major league base-
ball in his hometown. 

However, as we heard earlier, because 
of his race, the Jacksonville Beach 
Seabirds rejected Pearson from joining 
the team. In fact, park officials, as was 
stated also earlier, said that they 
would rather close the park than to 
have this outstanding hero, baseball 
player, and educator play in his home-
town. 

This experience prepared Pearson to 
pursue a career in education, and, like 
most of us, when you pursue a career in 
education, you break down a lot of bar-
riers. Rutledge Pearson was elected 
president of the Jacksonville branch of 
the NAACP and was later elected to be 
president of the Florida State Con-
ference of the NAACP. 

He was known for his ability to at-
tract young people, which all of us do 
today, to get young people involved in 
the NAACP and many community or-
ganizations. Pearson was instrumental 
as a leader in the fight for civil rights. 
Little did I know that I would be on 
the floor speaking for this great person 
whom I learned about many years ago 
in a history class. 

Pearson was instrumental in all of 
his efforts, especially locally and na-
tionally, helping change Jacksonville’s 
culture as it is today in its landscape. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the 
gentleman for the time, and I urge a 
‘‘yes’’ vote to honor Rutledge Pearson 
for his contribution to the city of 
Jacksonville and to our Nation. 

Also, little did I know, in 1970, that I 
would be sitting in a class in college 
with Rutledge Pearson’s niece. It is so 
exciting to have Congress honor this 
great leader among people throughout 
the State of Florida. 

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge adoption of the bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Montana (Mr. 
GIANFORTE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3638. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

BORINQUENEERS POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4042) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 1415 West Oak Street, in Kis-
simmee, Florida, as the 
‘‘Borinqueneers Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4042 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. BORINQUENEERS POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 1415 
West Oak Street, in Kissimmee, Florida, 
shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘Borinqueneers Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:05 Dec 13, 2017 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00028 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K12DE7.059 H12DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9819 December 12, 2017 
be a reference to the ‘‘Borinqueneers Post 
Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Montana (Mr. GIANFORTE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Mrs. DEMINGS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Montana. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Montana? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 4042 introduced by the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. SOTO). The 
bill names the United States Post Of-
fice at 1415 West Oak Street in Kis-
simmee, Florida, after the 
Borinqueneers. 

H.R. 4042 honors the 65th Infantry 
Regiment of the U.S. Army known as 
the Borinqueneers. Congress created a 
special unit of Puerto Rican soldiers 
shortly after Puerto Rico became part 
of the United States in 1898. Despite 
years of segregation and discrimina-
tion, the Borinqueneers served admi-
rably in World War I, World War II, and 
the Korean war. We owe a great debt to 
the many soldiers who served in this 
unit and fought to defend our freedom. 

In April 2016, the Borinqueneers were 
awarded the Congressional Gold Medal 
by the leaders of the United States 
House and Senate. We honor their serv-
ice and sacrifice to the country. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join my 
colleagues, particularly my colleague 
from central Florida, in consideration 
of H.R. 4042, a bill to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Post Office 
located in Kissimmee, Florida, as the 
Borinqueneers Post Office Building. 

Originating in 1899, as part of the 
Puerto Rican Regiment of the Volun-
teer Army, the 65th Regiment became 
a part of the U.S. Army in 1908. The 
unit distinguished itself throughout 
Europe in World War II. 

The 65th Regiment rapidly gained a 
reputation as one of the bravest and 
most reliable regiments and, by No-
vember 1950, had become the leading 
regiment by the 3rd Infantry Division. 

In June of 2014, the Borinqueneers be-
came just the second Hispanic Ameri-
cans to be awarded the Congressional 
Gold Medal, as they were honored for 
the bravery and distinguished service 
for which they broke down racial bar-
riers in defense of our Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to cosponsor 
this bill, and I look forward to passing 

this legislation in honor of the 65th 
Regiment for their service, their sac-
rifice, and lasting contributions to our 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the passage of 
H.R. 4042, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to make the gentlewoman 
from Florida aware that I have no fur-
ther speakers and I am prepared to 
close. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. SOTO). 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of the bill, H.R. 4042. I would 
like to thank the gentleman from Mon-
tana and my colleague, the gentle-
woman from Orlando, Florida, for their 
kind and historic words. 

This bill would name the United 
States Post Office at 1415 West Oak 
Street in Kissimmee, Florida, after the 
65th Infantry, also known as the 
Borinqueneers, named after the indige-
nous Taino word for Puerto Rico, 
‘‘Borinquen,’’ which means, ‘‘the land 
of the brave Lord,’’ where the name of 
the Borinqueneers was derived from. 

This was a segregated unit, one of 
only a few that we have in history, 
much like the heralded Tuskegee Air-
men, and they fought for our country 
bravely even while facing discrimina-
tion and segregation. They quickly 
gained a well-deserved reputation as 
one of the 3rd Infantry’s most reliable 
units. 

Their bravery inspired General Doug-
las MacArthur, then the Supreme Com-
mander for the Allied Powers, to write: 
‘‘The Puerto Ricans forming the ranks 
of the gallant 65th Infantry give daily 
proof on the battlefields of Korea of 
their courage, determination and reso-
lute will to victory, their invincible 
loyalty to the United States and their 
fervent devotion to those immutable 
principles of human relations which 
the Americans of the continent and 
Puerto Rico have in common. They are 
writing a brilliant record of heroism in 
battle, and I am indeed proud to have 
to have them under my command. I 
wish that we could count on many 
more like them.’’ 

I had the opportunity a couple of 
months ago to go to the demilitarized 
zone in Korea, and I thought, as I saw 
those hills and those mountains that 
were filled with trees and with forests 
again, about the stark difference that 
some of my constituents, whom I have 
gotten to speak with personally, saw 
there in Korea. There was nothing left 
but muddy, cold hills, freezing tem-
peratures. These folks, who lived their 
whole lives on an island in the Carib-
bean, were surrounded by both the Chi-
nese and Korean Armies. And to talk 
with some of our local veterans like 
Luis Pastrana and Lou Boria—who ac-
tually lives in Congresswoman 
DEMINGS’ district in Apopka—about 
how different what they faced that day 

is compared to the semi-serene DMZ 
now. Obviously, we face other threats 
there. It reminded me of just how far 
they had gone and what they did, lit-
erally crossing the globe to make sure 
that our country was safe. 

As the gentleman from Montana and 
the gentlewoman from Florida men-
tioned, we ultimately recognized that 
valor and the fact that they fought so 
bravely, even in the face of discrimina-
tion, on June 10, 2014—the Congres-
sional Gold Medal, becoming the sec-
ond Hispanic set of Americans here 
after Roberto Clemente received this 
award. Many folks who were born and 
raised on the island and served in 
Korea, in World War II, and ultimately 
in Vietnam after the unit was deseg-
regated, now live in Kissimmee, Flor-
ida, and in central Florida, and are rep-
resented by many of us, including Con-
gresswoman DEMINGS. 

This is a very important place to rec-
ognize a group of heroes who defied ex-
pectations and really cemented a leg-
acy of heroism that all Americans can 
be proud of. I want to thank the mem-
bers of the Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee for passing this bill 
favorably with unanimous consent, and 
I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge adoption of the bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Montana (Mr. 
GIANFORTE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4042. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

DR. WALTER S. MCAFEE POST 
OFFICE BUILDING 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3655) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 1300 Main Street in Belmar, 
New Jersey, as the ‘‘Dr. Walter S. 
MCAFEE Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3655 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DR. WALTER S. MCAFEE POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 1300 
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