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As a former small businessowner, it
is a pleasure to hear that Forbes had
recognized North Carolina’s business
bona fides. Thanks to the North Caro-
lina Legislature, small and big busi-
nesses in North Carolina are competi-
tive on a domestic and global scale.

Mr. Speaker, the officials in Raleigh
worked hard to ensure North Carolina
would become the most competitive
State for business in the country. Here
in Washington, we are building upon
the success of North Carolina and
bringing about a tested policy recipe
for economic growth: fairer, simpler,
and lower taxes.

Whether you are an individual strug-
gling to make sense of your tax burden
before April 15, or an American cor-
poration that is trying to compete with
America’s competitors, or a small busi-
ness that has faced the IRS’s stifling
complexity, you know that our Tax
Code is broken. I have heard enough
from Fifth District families, busi-
nesses, millennials, and other budding
entrepreneurs to know that Congress
must act now to bring about the eco-
nomic expansion that Americans need
and deserve.

That is why I was proud to cast my
support in favor of H.R. 1, the Tax Cuts
and Jobs bill. This bill is Congress’ an-
swer to the will of the people. It deliv-
ers much-needed tax relief to taxpayers
by lowering every marginal tax rate on
the books that applies to working
Americans. It enables our businesses to
win here at home and expand our Na-
tion’s job growth. It will boost pay-
checks for generations to come.

By doubling the standard deduction,
even more Americans will no longer
need to itemize their deductions. For
married couples filing jointly, this
translates to $24,000 yearly that is free
from Federal taxes. By lowering the
crippling taxes on businesses, workers
will see an increase in their wages.

A report from the nonpartisan Tax
Foundation found that a middle-in-
come family in North Carolina would
see its aftertax income increase by
$2,366. The same foundation found that
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act will create
975,000 new jobs nationally and grow
wages by 4.4 percent for middle-income
households.

As we have seen in North Carolina,
when governments simplify and lower
taxes, citizens reap the rewards of eco-
nomic expansion, job growth, and high-
er wages. Despite all of the hard work
done by North Carolina’s Legislature
and despite our State being rated the
number one in which to do business, it
is being held back by the Federal Tax
Code. The current Tax Code is littered
with trillions of dollars in special in-
terest tax breaks that have held people
back.

Even though North Carolina is num-
ber one, you will find that the four
highest earning counties in the United
States are all near Washington, D.C.
The spending of the Federal Govern-
ment fueled by the Tax Code and its
giveaways undermine the foundations
of our economy.
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These special-interest tax carve-outs
are driven by—you guessed it—special
interests. It is time we stop rewarding
the closely connected here in Wash-
ington and keep taxpayer dollars where
they belong, with American workers,
job creators, and businesses.

It is time the Federal Government
stopped using the Tax Code to engineer
people’s decisions and allow Americans
to live their lives based on their desire
for higher wages, entrepreneurism,
service, and economic exchange.

I urge my colleagues to follow North
Carolina’s lead and support the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act to lower taxes and
increase paychecks, wages, and job
growth, and to fix the Tax Code.

————

RECOGNIZING THE SONG
“KUMBAYA”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize a very im-
portant song to the history of the
State of Georgia, ‘“‘Kumbaya.”’

The first known recording of
“Kumbaya’ took place in 1926 near
Darien, Georgia. The original name
was ‘‘Come By Here,” but now the song
is internationally known as
“Kumbaya.”

While the exact origin of the song is
uncertain, scholars believe it origi-
nated with the Gullah Geechee people,
who are descendants of enslaved Afri-
can Americans who lived on the Sea Is-
lands in the coastal regions of Georgia.

It is largely believed that the song
was a plea for God’s intervention for
this group of African Americans, ask-
ing Him to relieve them from a number
of different hard times in the commu-
nity: a sick family member, oppres-
sion, and more.

Robert Winslow Gordon, a staff mem-
ber and eventually founder of the Li-
brary of Congress’ Archives of Folk
Song, was temporarily living in Geor-
gia in 1926 and took the first recording
of “Kumbaya’” on a wax cylinder re-
corder numbered A839, still located in
the Library of Congress today. He re-
corded a person in the Gullah Geechee
community named H. Wylie, who sang
the lyrics: *“ . . . need you Lord, come
by here. Somebody need you, Lord,
come by here . .. 7 This recording of
“Kumbaya’’ is one of the earliest items
located in the Library of Congress’ Ar-
chive of Folk Song. Today, Robert
Winslow Gordon is buried in Darien,
Georgia, home of that first recording of
“Kumbaya.”

Scholars think that ‘‘come by here”
simply sounded like ‘‘kumbaya’ to
some listeners, a nonexistent word at
the time that evolved into the song
that we have here today. Other schol-
ars think that the original song was
not even ‘‘come by here,” but instead
‘“‘come by ya.”’

Since that time, the song has spread
throughout our Nation and the world.
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Recordings can even be found sung by
Americans throughout all different
times in our Nation’s history.

There are 1930s recordings from cen-
tral Texas and in Florida, while many
Americans were finding solace during
the Jim Crow period. In the 1950s and
1960s, ‘‘Kumbaya’ was sung by Pete
Seeger; Peter, Paul, and Mary; and
Joan Baez. The song has even been
traced to Angola, transported by mis-
sionaries.

Even today, ‘‘Kumbaya’” means
something different to different groups
of people, but we should never forget
the original meaning of the song and
who we believe may be the original cre-
ators of the song, the Gullah Geechee
people.

The Gullah Geechee people live on
the southeastern coast, from St. Au-
gustine, Florida, up through Georgia
and South Carolina, to their northern-
most area of Wilmington, North Caro-
lina. Most of these areas refer to the
people as Gullah, but in Georgia, we
call them Geechee. They are the direct
descendants of enslaved Americans who
arrived here from west and central Af-
rica to produce rice for slaveholding
Americans.

There are many aspects of their cul-
ture that are unique, complex, and
beautiful. Their language is based in
creole and is the only distinctly Afri-
can creole language in the United
States. The Gullah Geechee people
make sweetgrass baskets designed for
rice production as a craft passed down
to both men and women.

Although this culture and their tra-
ditions have modernized since the 19th
century and early 20th century in
America, today you can still see the
Gullah Geechee people weaving
sweetgrass baskets and living their cul-
ture in other ways if you drive through
coastal Georgia.

I cannot overstate the importance
this group of people has had on the de-
velopment and history of the First
Congressional District of Georgia, and
I want to thank them for their con-
tributions to this area.

Further, as creators of the song
“Kumbaya,”’” they have changed lives
and have been a significant force not
only in the First Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia, but across the world
and throughout American history. To
recognize just how widespread this
song has become, the Georgia General
Assembly passed a resolution officially
stating the impact this song has had on
our State.

I hope you all will join me in our Na-
tion’s Capitol by also recognizing the
importance of this song. I am very
proud that it originated in the First
Congressional District of Georgia, a
district that I have the honor and
privilege of representing. It is also an
honor to have members of the Gullah
Geechee community from my district
here at the Capitol today.

Welcome to our Nation’s Capitol.
Thank you for your contribution to our
Nation’s history.



December 7, 2017

I WILL NOT BE MOVED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, once again, I enjoy the preeminent
privilege of speaking from the well of
the House of Representatives. I am so
honored to have this great oppor-
tunity.

Today, Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge that, yesterday, a historic
event took place right here in this
House. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, 58 per-
sons voted to impeach Donald John
Trump, President of the United States
of America. Mr. Speaker, that is 57
more than a good many people antici-
pated.

Mr. Speaker, there are some who
would have the event be nothing more
than a footnote in history. Some would
just have it be a nonevent. But, Mr.
Speaker, it won’t happen. It will not be
just a footnote. It won’t be a nonevent.

Mr. Speaker, this event will be
looked upon by scholars as they look
through time to understand what hap-
pened at this time. They will ponder it
and find that those 58 persons were the
first 58 to vote to impeach Donald John
Trump—the first 58, not the last 58, Mr.
Speaker. There will be another oppor-
tunity for us to remove Donald John
Trump from the Presidency.

Mr. Speaker, when I took my vote
yesterday, I voted for a lot of constitu-
ents. I just want to single out a few.

I voted for the man who stood on a
corner under a bridge, cup in his hand,
asking for help. When he saw me, he
had a big smile on his face. I voted for
him because his words to me, para-
phrasing, were: I am so proud of what
you are doing with that impeachment.
This is a man standing in the streets of
life, who sleeps in the streets of life.

I voted for the person who was on a
serving line at a cafeteria—I eat in
cafeterias quite regularly—who said:
Right on; keep on.

I voted for the woman who saw me at
church and said: AL GREEN, you are a
troublemaker, but don’t you stop until
you impeach Trump.

Mr. Speaker, I voted for people who
would never have this preeminent
privilege that they have accorded me
to stand here in the well of the Con-
gress. I am not going to let them down,
Mr. Speaker.

This was round one. I assure you, Mr.
Speaker, that I don’t give out, I don’t
give up, and I don’t give in. I know that
I am on the right side of righteousness,
and I am going to stay there.

Here is where I stand. I will not be
moved.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———

HONORING ALICE FUQUA McCALL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
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North Carolina (Mr. HOLDING) for 5
minutes.

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and thank an excep-
tional North Carolinian, Alice Fuqua
McCall, who has spent nearly three
decades working for Members of Con-
gress.

Alice first began her career with Sen-
ator Jesse Helms back in 1986 as a spe-
cial assistant. Alice was fresh out of
college when she came to Washington,
D.C., and was immediately hired to
work for the Senator on Capitol Hill.

It was during this time, Mr. Speaker,
that I first met Alice. We both served
on Senator Helms’ staff together,
bringing conservative North Carolina
values—and, in Alice’s case, Southern
charm—to our work in the Senate.

When Senator Helms retired in 2003,
Senator Elizabeth Dole welcomed Alice
to her staff in Raleigh to handle con-
stituent services. Mr. Speaker, Alice
spent 6 years working for Senator Dole
in that role. During that time, she be-
came well known in North Carolina for
her personal attention to casework.
She helped countless constituents navi-
gate the many problems that arise
when dealing with Federal agencies.

Following her time working in the
Senate, Alice moved over to the House
side, serving on the staff of former Con-
gresswoman Renee Ellmers as her con-
stituent services director. Alice’s car-
ing and compassionate demeanor made
her a logical choice for that position.

That is why, Mr. Speaker, when I was
first elected to serve as a Member of
Congress, I couldn’t think of anyone
better suited to serve as my district di-
rector than Alice McCall. Her devotion
to her work and the people of North
Carolina made her an excellent hire.

This past summer, Alice retired from
her Federal service after almost 5 years
on my staff. The people of North Caro-
lina were lucky to have her as an advo-
cate. My office certainly misses her
and will not be the same without her.

I will always think of Alice as a col-
league and good friend from our time
together with Senator Helms, and I
wish her and her family well as she en-
joys her much-deserved retirement.

————
STOP THE BLEED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, when
I say the term ‘‘CPR,” everybody in
the room knows what I am talking
about; but when I mention ‘‘Stop the
Bleed,” few of us know what it is.

This past summer, I had the oppor-
tunity to take part in a Stop the Bleed
training program offered for my good
friends and fellow physicians at the
American College of Surgeons. This
simple training teaches individuals
how to treat bleeding injuries and help
save a life.

Every year, almost 200,000 Americans
die from traumatic injuries sustained
as a result of events, including vehicle
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crashes, falls, industrial and farm acci-
dents, shootings, and natural disasters.
The most common preventable cause of
these deaths is losing too much blood
in the minutes before trained respond-
ers can arrive. This is something we
need to change.

The ability to recognize life-threat-
ening bleeding and the ability to inter-
vene effectively can save a life. Wheth-
er the injury was the result of a car
crash, home accident, or farm accident,
one person who is there at the right
time and has the right skills can make
all the difference.

Just like CPR training, a civilian fa-
miliar with basic bleeding control
techniques is better equipped to save a
life. The effort to make this training
available to the public is driven by the
goal to reduce or eliminate preventable
death from bleeding.

The American College of Surgeons,
working in partnership with many
other organizations, has now made the
training needed to address such inci-
dents available to the public. Through
nationwide advocacy efforts, the Amer-
ican College of Surgeons will work to
ensure that all people have access to
training opportunities.

I would implore and encourage folks
like the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts,
American Red Cross, and other organi-
zations that teach CPR to add this very
simple course on Stop the Bleed to that
training course program. It is a very
simple concept of putting pressure
where the bleeding is occurring or how
to make a quick tourniquet out of a
belt or a piece of clothing.

Today, I also take this opportunity
to encourage fellow congressional
Members of Congress to get trained in
Stop the Bleed.

————
O 1045

CONTINUING RESOLUTION AND
TAX BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER).

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, we should
not shut down the government of the
United States. Democrats do not want
government to shut down. It is, how-
ever, not in our hands. It takes a ma-
jority to pass any bill in this House: 218
votes. Our Republican colleagues have
over 240 votes. We have 193. So it is not
in our hands, Mr. Speaker.

The Republican Party has been given
the responsibility and the duty to
enact legislation to ensure the proper
functioning of government. As the gov-
erning party, they can pass whatever
they want to pass on this floor. Indeed,
as the governing party, they have a re-
sponsibility to use their votes to keep
the government running. They control
the House, they control the Senate,
and they control the White House. All
the levers of power of legislating are in
their hands.

But, we are here, Mr. Speaker, on the
verge of a shutdown because of a famil-
iar pattern where Republicans cannot
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