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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BRAT). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
December 7, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DAVE BRAT 
to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL MINERS 
DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, yesterday, the Nation ob-
served National Miners Day, which was 
designated by Congress to honor the 
contributions and sacrifices of miners 
both past and present. 

Mr. Speaker, I am the proud grand-
son of a Pennsylvania coal miner. Na-
tional Miners Day does mark the anni-
versary of the worst mining accident in 

history on December 6, 1907, in 
Monongah, West Virginia. The disaster 
resulted in the death of 362 miners. 

While technology in mining has con-
tinued to improve, mining remains dif-
ficult work. Every day, our Nation’s 
miners work so hard excavating min-
erals for energy production and raw 
materials for many forms of manufac-
turing. In particular—my family herit-
age—I am very proud of our Pennsyl-
vania coal miners who really dug the 
coal that fueled the industrial revolu-
tion and provided the energy for fuel-
ing our preparations to win World War 
I and World War II. 

From coal to copper, and from gold 
to granite, miners work to provide ma-
terials that play an important role in 
our everyday lives. American miners 
today deliver the same commitment to 
the industry that they historically 
have. But thanks to advancements in 
technology, we are seeing the industry 
operate smarter, faster, and, most im-
portantly, safer. 

Americans benefit from the energy, 
metals, and minerals made available to 
us thanks to mining. It is as funda-
mental today as it was centuries ago. 

Mr. Speaker, to all of our miners, I 
say: Thank you for all you have given 
to this important industry. 

CONGRATULATING THE TITUSVILLE AREA 
HOSPITAL 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late the Titusville Area Hospital on a 
national recognition for overall excel-
lence in patient perspective. 

The award, which is presented by the 
National Organization of State Offices 
of Rural Health, was announced on Na-
tional Rural Health Day. Titusville 
Area Hospital CEO Lee Clinton called 
the award a true honor and added that 
he is very proud of the care provided 
and the level of expertise offered to the 
citizens served at the Titusville Area 
Hospital. 

He said: ‘‘All of our staff strives to 
provide each patient with the best pos-

sible experience every time. This award 
demonstrates our ability to exceed as a 
small, rural community hospital.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, our rural hospitals face 
complex challenges that range from fi-
nancial concerns to a shortage of 
healthcare professionals. Thankfully, 
the Titusville Area Hospital is being 
recognized as a top performer that is 
increasing patient satisfaction, and I 
am proud that it sets the standard for 
other rural hospitals. 

Mr. Speaker, I wholeheartedly con-
gratulate CEO Lee Clinton and all of 
the staff of the Titusville Area Hos-
pital on this outstanding achievement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JAMES THOMAS 
ESCO, SR. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to Mr. 
James Thomas Esco, who was born in 
Canton, Mississippi in 1942, which is 
home to my good friend, Congressman 
BENNIE THOMPSON, who represents that 
area. It is also home of The Canton 
Spirituals, one of the most outstanding 
gospel singing groups in the country. 

Mr. James Thomas Esco was born a 
unique person. He was the 29th child of 
30 in a blended family of Mr. Percy Lee 
and Mrs. Earline Esco. He loved his 
family and fell in love with his wife’s 16 
brothers and sisters. He was married to 
Mrs. Sadie Pearl Esco for 55 years. 

He was as solid as a rock and a hu-
manitarian with a heart of gold. He 
was always concerned about and looked 
out for the well-being of others. He was 
a hard worker. He worked in a factory 
and drove a taxi. He brought dignity to 
any work task which he performed. He 
stressed the importance of education 
and taught his children to get the best 
grades. He adored his wife’s 16 siblings 
and supported them in their endeavors. 
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He instilled in his children and seven 
grandchildren to be kind, to be respect-
ful of others, to work hard, to get the 
things you want in life, to be active 
citizens of the United States, and, most 
importantly, to know Jesus. 

These words and this biography were 
put together by the daughter of Mr. 
Esco. What a man. What a daughter. 
What a family. 

Mr. Speaker, these are the kind of 
people who I am fortunate to represent, 
and I am indeed pleased to share them 
with the rest of the world. 

With much love and respect, I am 
U.S. Representative DANNY DAVIS from 
the Seventh District of Illinois. 

f 

MONTHLY MOMENT OF SILENCE 
HONORING MILITARY MEMBERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, in 2008, I 
introduced a resolution amending 
House rules, which would require that 
we open the first session day of every 
month with a moment of silence in 
honor of the military members who 
had been killed in war. Speaker NANCY 
PELOSI got word of my resolution and 
her office informed me that amending 
the rules would not be necessary. 

Speaker PELOSI decided that she, and 
only she, would open the legislative 
month with that moment of remem-
brance. She kept her word and, month-
ly, met her commitment to our fallen 
American heroes. 

Yesterday, I introduced the same leg-
islation, H. Res. 643, and I called on the 
Speaker of the House to initiate this 
policy of honoring the military mem-
bers we have lost fighting for this 
country. 

Since Mr. RYAN became Speaker of 
the House in 2015, at least 165 brave 
American men and women have been 
killed in service. We in Congress have 
not sufficiently recognized or remem-
bered those who have died for America. 

It is my belief that since Speaker 
RYAN is in the line of succession to be-
come President of the United States 
and Commander in Chief, it is his con-
stitutional responsibility, and solely 
his responsibility, to show gratitude to 
those who have died for this country. I 
wrote to Speaker RYAN on December 5 
asking that he begin this tradition in 
January of 2018. 

In closing, I hope all of my colleagues 
will join me in support of H. Res. 643. 
America is at war. American military 
members are fighting and dying for 
this country. It is only through re-
membrance and prayer that the United 
States House of Representatives can 
truly show the bereaved families of 
those we lost that we share in their 
sadness. 

Mr. Speaker, when I come to the 
floor to talk about death and war, I try 
to show the pain in the faces of those 
who have lost loved ones. The least we 
can do in this House is, once a month, 

have a moment of prayer in remem-
brance of those who have died for this 
country. 

f 

COMMEMORATING ADMIRAL 
LLOYD R. ‘‘JOE’’ VASEY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Hawaii (Ms. HANABUSA) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the people of Hawaii and the 
veterans of the Pacific war, I speak 
today in support of H.R. 4300, the Ad-
miral Lloyd R. ‘‘Joe’’ Vasey Pacific 
War Commemorative Display Estab-
lishment Act, which will establish a 
Pacific war memorial at Pearl Harbor. 

Pacific Historic Parks, a nonprofit 
organization based in Honolulu, will 
design and build the memorial in co-
ordination with the National Park 
Service. The project will not require 
Federal funds, and I am grateful for 
their partnership. 

My sincere thanks to my friends and 
colleagues, Congressman ROB BISHOP, 
for joining me in introduction of this 
bill, and working with Ranking Mem-
ber RAÚL GRIJALVA to ensure its swift 
consideration by the Natural Resources 
Committee. 

‘‘Thank you,’’ ‘‘mahalo,’’ to our over 
990 cosponsors who built bipartisan 
support for this measure. I understand 
it will pass by unanimous consent later 
today. 

Seventy-six years ago today, Impe-
rial Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, pull-
ing our country into World War II in 
the Pacific. The Pacific Theater was 
the scene of fierce fighting, and more 
than 150,000 U.S. casualties on the Phil-
ippines, Guam, the Solomon Islands, 
and many places in-between. 

Brave Americans lost their lives in 
defense of our Nation. Today, at Pearl 
Harbor, the USS Arizona symbolizes 
the start of the war, and the USS Mis-
souri marks its conclusion. But there is 
no memorial recognizing the experi-
ences and sacrifices of those who 
fought in the Pacific. 

Admiral Vasey served on the USS 
Gunnel during the Pacific war, and it is 
his vision that we are realizing with 
this memorial. After fighting for his 
country, he dedicated his life to the 
pursuit of peace in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion. 

In addition to his service in the U.S. 
Navy, he founded the Pacific Forum 
Center for Strategic and International 
Studies—CSIS. Admiral Vasey served 
as the Senior Adviser for Policy, Pa-
cific Forum CSIS; the former chief of 
strategic plans and policies for the U.S. 
Pacific Command; and the Secretary to 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Admiral Vasey is 100 years old, and 
he will turn 101 on January 31, 2018. He 
carries with him the memories of those 
lost in combat and the honor and re-
sponsibility of the veterans who sur-
vived. Hopefully, with passage of H.R. 
4300, Admiral Vasey and the remaining 
survivors will find some peace, know-
ing that the fallen soldiers will be 

properly honored and future genera-
tions will visit the memorial and learn 
of the battles that they fought. 

We must share their stories of sac-
rifices in the hopes that we prevent fu-
ture generations from waging war and 
participating in the historical racism 
that resulted in the internment of Jap-
anese Americans, including both of my 
grandfathers. 

This spirit of American history must 
not be forgotten. The lessons were 
hard, but they helped shape a better 
nation. This country owes Admiral 
Vasey and the members of the Greatest 
Generation a heartfelt ‘‘thank-you,’’ 
‘‘mahalo.’’ 

f 
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THE KATE STEINLE VERDICT AND 
THREE PRINCIPLES FOR IMMI-
GRATION POLICY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. BUDD) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, on July 1 of 
2015, Kate Steinle was walking with her 
father on a pier in San Francisco. 
While she was on the pier, she was shot 
to death by an illegal immigrant who 
had been deported five times. He had 
been convicted of seven felonies. 

Before he murdered Kate Steinle, the 
Federal Government had asked the city 
to turn him over so that he could be 
deported again. The city, following its 
policy of not cooperating with Federal 
immigration officials, released him 
from jail. He murdered Kate Steinle 3 
months later. A few days ago, her kill-
er was declared not guilty by a San 
Francisco jury. For now, there is no 
justice for Kate Steinle. 

There is a question in this, though, 
for all of us. It is a question we should 
ask when we are confronted by a ter-
rorist attack conducted by the asylees 
like the Boston bombing or the San 
Bernardino massacre, where one of the 
attackers was in the United States on 
a K–1 visa. 

The question is: Why was this person 
in our country? In the case of Kate 
Steinle, we now know exactly why: the 
city of San Francisco’s policy. The city 
is an accomplice to Kate Steinle’s 
death. It is pure and simple. 

They have defied and continue to 
defy Federal law. They defied it in gen-
eral by refusing to cooperate with Fed-
eral immigration authorities as a blan-
ket policy, and they defied it in the 
specific case that led to the death of 
Kate Steinle. 

This is a radical policy, and I don’t 
use that word lightly. You have an ille-
gal immigrant convicted of multiple 
crimes, in addition to coming here ille-
gally five times. The Federal Govern-
ment tries to send the guy home a 
sixth time, and the city lets him go be-
cause they ignore the law, and then he 
murders someone. 

The results of this city’s extremism 
is a shattered family. The result is a 
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