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b 2054 

Mses. MCSALLY and HERRERA 
BEUTLER changed their vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Ms. MOORE, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, and 
Ms. SPEIER changed their vote from 
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the motion to instruct was re-
jected. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the Chair appoints the fol-
lowing conferees on H.R. 1: 

From the Committee on Ways and 
Means, for consideration of the House 
bill and the Senate amendment, and 
modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. BRADY of Texas, 

NUNES, ROSKAM, Mmes. BLACK, NOEM, 
Messrs. NEAL, LEVIN, and DOGGETT. 

From the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, for consideration of section 
20003 of the Senate amendment, and 
modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. WALDEN, SHIMKUS, and 
Ms. CASTOR of Florida. 

From the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, for consideration of sections 
20001 and 20002 of the Senate amend-
ment, and modifications committed to 
conference: Messrs. BISHOP of Utah, 
YOUNG of Alaska, and GRIJALVA. 

There was no objection. 
f 

ENCOURAGING JAMIE DUPREE AS 
HE BATTLES TONGUE PROTRU-
SION DYSTONIA 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to talk about Jamie Dupree, 
who serves as the radio news director 
of the Washington Bureau of the Cox 
Media Group. 

I have had the privilege of knowing 
Jamie for more than two decades. With 
his professional coverage of both con-
gressional and national politics, Jamie 
has become a trusted voice for radio 
listeners in Atlanta, as well as in my 
home State of Florida. 

However, in the summer of 2016, 
Jamie, a radio reporter, lost his voice 
to tongue protrusion dystonia, a neuro-
logical condition which can create se-
vere speech, swallowing, and breathing 
difficulties. This is a rare condition, 
which has no known treatment, and it 
prevents Jamie’s brain from con-
necting to his mouth and causes his 
throat to push his tongue out of his 
mouth when he attempts to speak, 
squeezing the sound out of his voice—a 
radio reporter. 

However, in spite of his severe health 
problems, Jamie has remained active 
through Twitter and his news blog. Mr. 
Speaker, Jamie Dupree is a perfect ex-
ample of the positive role that devoted 
and professional journalists play in our 
free society, and I wish him and his 
family all of the best during this most 
difficult time. 

Thank you, Jamie. Godspeed. 
f 

CONGRATULATING THE HILLSIDE 
HIGH SCHOOL COMETS 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate my alma mater, Hillside 
High School, class of 1976, in Hillside, 
New Jersey. The Hillside Comets foot-
ball team won their State champion-
ship against the Point Pleasant Boro 
Panthers on Saturday. 

The Hillside Comets finished their 
season with a 9–3 record. They beat the 
top-seeded Panthers to bring home 
Hillside’s first State title since 1985. 

The Comets are only the second foot-
ball team from Union County to win a 
State title in central Jersey in 15 
years. 

Mr. Speaker, the Hillside Comets 
football team are winners both on and 
off the field. Sixteen players are on the 
honor roll, and five of them are mem-
bers of the National Honor Society. 
The team’s successes are, no doubt, a 
testament to the high expectations set 
by their head coach, Barris Grant. 

I was honored to join the Comets at 
their celebration on Sunday, and I am 
proud to have such outstanding stu-
dents in my district. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating 
the Hillside High School Comets, win-
ners on and off the field. 

f 

b 2100 

STANFORD CHAMPION SWIMMER 
AND RAPIST BROCK TURNER: 
POSTER BOY FOR SWIMMING, 
POSTER BOY FOR RAPE 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, last 
year, Stanford rapist and champion 
swimmer Brock Turner was sentenced 
to a mere 6 months in prison for his 
disgusting crime: raping an uncon-
scious young woman behind a dumpster 
in the darkness of night. 

The judge claimed a prison sentence 
would have ‘‘a severe impact on him.’’ 
Never mind that a rape victim some-
times gets a life sentence of mental 
turmoil and anguish. 

But apparently, the light punishment 
is still too tough for the rapist and his 
daddy dearest. Now they have gone 
crying and appealing to the courts, try-
ing to avoid the designation that Tur-
ner earned as a registered sex offender. 

Daddy’s high-dollar legal team is 
claiming the victim was intoxicated 
and Turner should get more leniency. 
It is the old defense: it was the victim’s 
fault. 

The fact the victim was intoxicated 
and unconscious makes the crime 
worse. She was helpless. She could not 
consent or fight back. 

Rape is never the fault of the vic-
tim—never. 

Uphold the conviction and give Brock 
Turner the only title he deserves: sex 
offender and poster boy for rape. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

REPUBLICAN TAX SCAM 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the 
American public has caught on to our 
Republican colleagues’ tax scam. They 
know this bill takes from the strug-
gling middle class and bountifully re-
wards the billionaire class and 
transnational corporations that ship 
our jobs overseas. In fact, the only per-
manent tax giveaways in their bill are 
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for rich corporations and those lovely 
Wall Street banks that care so much 
for the American people. 

The Joint Committee on Taxation es-
timates a $1 trillion addition to our na-
tional debt as a result of this bill. The 
Congressional Budget Office estimates 
that 80 percent of Americans, those 
making less than $100,000 a year, will 
see a tax increase under their plan. But 
you know what? They will wait until 
after next year’s election to lock it in. 

There is very little in this bill good 
for average Americans. Our Republican 
colleagues are actually pushing Amer-
ica into deeper financial servitude to 
foreign investors from places like 
China and Saudi Arabia who are going 
to buy the Treasury debt securities, 
and our taxpayers will end up having 
to pay them principal plus billions and 
billions and billions in interest. 

How does that servitude sound like 
making America great again, putting 
us in hock in greater and greater 
amounts to foreign interests? 

f 

BELLA, THE DEER 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a former con-
stituent and local legend, Bella, the 
white-tailed deer. 

Bella’s saga as Pulaski’s mascot 
began in 2009, when her mother was 
tragically hit by oncoming traffic. 
Alone, with nowhere to turn, a local 
farmer was kind enough to extend his 
barn to the motherless fawn. He took 
her in, cared for her throughout the 
cold months of winter, and named her 
Bella. 

Bella has spent her life happily wan-
dering the streets of Pulaski, joining 
residents on walks with their dogs, 
meeting fishermen along the banks of 
the nearby Salmon River, and posing 
for selfies on the porches of residents 
throughout the village. 

The Village of Pulaski embraced and 
cared for Bella for 9 years. She was 
often seen wearing a bright orange dog 
collar so hunters would know who she 
was. Bella even had her own Facebook 
page with over 4,000 likes that kept 
residents up to date on her adventures 
and whereabouts. 

Sadly, Bella hasn’t been seen for sev-
eral months, and the consensus among 
residents and the local media is that 
Bella has passed on. 

Bella has brought joy to this beau-
tiful community in the foothills of the 
Adirondack Mountains and the Tug 
Hill Plateau region and all who had the 
pleasure of meeting her. She was a vil-
lage mascot and a symbol of the reci-
procity of kindness shown by so many 
in our community. 

One compassionate resident reached 
out to an orphaned Bella when she 
needed help the most, and Bella spent 
the rest of her life paying us all back 
with her cheerful greetings and the 

warm spirit which reflects the grateful 
Pulaski community. 

f 

CONGRATULATING JOE LUTHER, 
CTE TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late an instructor at Central Pennsyl-
vania Institute of Science and Tech-
nology for being named the national 
technical education teacher of the 
year. 

CPI’s horticulture and landscaping 
instructor, Joe Luther, will be given 
the Carl J. Schaefer Memorial Award, 
which is presented annually to recog-
nize career technical education teach-
ers for their outstanding service. Mr. 
Luther will accept the award this 
Thursday at a ceremony in Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

The award is presented by NOCTI, 
which is the largest provider of indus-
try-based credentials and partner in-
dustry certifications for career and 
technical education programs across 
the Nation. It was named for Dr. Carl 
J. Schaefer, who was a lifelong cham-
pion of CTE. He gained national rec-
ognition as a CTE educator and author 
and was one of NOCTI’s founding fa-
thers. 

This is the second time an instructor 
at CPI has received the award. In 2015, 
dental assistant instructor Mindi 
Tobias was selected as a top CTE 
teacher in the Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, as co-chair of the House 
Career and Technical Education Cau-
cus, I am most proud of CPI and Mr. 
Luther for this outstanding recogni-
tion. 

f 

REPUBLICAN TAX BILL 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, we hear 
a lot of negative about the tax reform 
bill that is moving through. Gladly, to-
night, we have moved to conference 
committee, where we can continue the 
process and the conversation. We can 
now take more and more opinions peo-
ple have on how to make the bill bet-
ter. It has been getting better as we go. 

In my own district, the First District 
of California, when all is said and done, 
this will simplify the Tax Code for 
more and more tax filers. Already, 70 
percent of taxpayers do not use the 
method of trying to itemize every sin-
gle item. Instead, they use the stand-
ard deduction. That will save time in 
tax preparation, netting them a better 
tax situation for their families. 

I see a direct guaranteed tax cut for 
most people in rural California, rural 
America, and those who earn $100,000 or 
less. That is the middle-income folks 
we are targeting and who we need to 

help. That is what this bill will do. It 
will also create more jobs by the job 
creators in this country. 

This is a good step and a good direc-
tion for America’s taxpayers. 

f 

TAX BILL FOR AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BACON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) 
is recognized until 10 p.m. as the des-
ignee of the majority leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate my colleague pointing out that 
we have done something good here. 

When people talk about the tax bill 
that was passed, it is not everything 
everybody wanted, that is for sure. It is 
not everything Republicans wanted, 
but it is going to do good for most 
every American. 

I would love to have seen just an 
across-the-board tax cut. I would like 
to have seen a tax cut that brought ev-
erybody to pay the same exact percent-
age. You make more, you pay more; 
you make less, you pay less. 

For those who believe in a tithe, that 
kind of always worked well for the 
Lord. Everybody pays the same per-
centage, whether it is a widow’s mite 
or hundreds of billions of dollars or the 
billions that Warren Buffett refuses to 
have his company pay even though he 
says he would love to pay for taxes. He 
ought to tell his lawyers that. 

In any event, there are people who 
were paying 10 percent who are now not 
going to pay any taxes. I don’t see how 
anybody across the aisle could keep 
saying it is going to be worse for the 
poor, because those who were paying 10 
percent tax are not going to pay any 
tax. It is good for them. It is great for 
them. 

I would love to see everybody have 
something that they pay in—some-
thing—so that they have some invest-
ment in the income tax system. It 
seems to help focus people’s attention 
on government when they see how 
much they are paying into the Federal 
Government when it is a real percent-
age. The bill cuts completely any in-
come tax for those who were paying 10 
percent. 

For those who were paying 25 per-
cent, they are being cut to 12 percent. 
It is a tremendous tax advantage for 
them. In fact, you see that all the way 
through the tax bill, the creation of 
which was led by KEVIN BRADY, chair-
man of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee. He did an incredible job bring-
ing all the different interests together 
to get a great bill. 

At the upper end, the 39.6 percent tax 
was not changed. I guess the reason the 
committee decided they wanted to 
leave the 39.6 for the wealthiest Ameri-
cans in place is because that way the 
Democrats could not come in—I know 
this was the thinking: If the only tax 
rate we don’t lower is for the wealthi-
est Americans, we leave that where it 
is, then they can’t come in and say we 
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