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We are all blessed to have been
served by him, and he will be sorely
missed.

——————

MOVE THE U.S. EMBASSY TO
JERUSALEM

(Mr. GAETZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, the Jeru-
salem Embassy Act, signed by Presi-
dent Clinton, requires the American
Embassy in Israel to be moved to Jeru-
salem. But this law also allows the
President to waive the act every 90
days, which has happened ever since.

This Friday, President Trump must
decide to sign another waiver or to
honor our friend and ally, Israel. I rise
to call on President Trump to move the
U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is the eternal, undivided
capital of Israel, yet our Embassy is in
Tel Aviv. This 1is disrespectful,
dismissive, and wrong. It sends the
message that Israel cannot designate
its own capital city.

Some claim that moving the Em-
bassy threatens peace between Israel
and Palestinians. But the Palestinian
Authority does far more to jeopardize
peace than the location of our Em-
bassy. They name schools after terror-
ists and Nazis, teach children that the
murder of Jews is noble, and they pay
the salaries of terrorists.

Moving our Embassy will tell the
Palestinian Authority that their days
of denying Israel’s existence are over,
and that they must become a partner
in peace.

Mr. Speaker, the time is now. It is
time to honor our promise to Israel and
to move the American Embassy to Je-
rusalem.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF
CONGRESSMAN MAURICE HINCHEY

(Mrs. LOWEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of my longtime
friend and colleague, Maurice Hinchey,
who passed away this month at the age
of 79.

A lifelong public servant, Congress-
man Hinchey was a steadfast champion
for New York’s Hudson Valley and
never wavered in his commitment to
the people he served, the communities
he represented, and the causes in which
he believed.

Over his 20 years in the Congress,
Congressman Hinchey helped shape the
course of his environmental movement
and record, and as a senior member of
the House Appropriations Committee,
he always put the Hudson Valley and
New York State first, ensuring that
our priorities were reflected in the Na-
tion’s spending policies and securing
New Yorkers’ fair share of Federal re-
sources.
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Congressman Hinchey inspired and
influenced not only a generation of
public servants and community lead-
ers, but also those of us who had the
good fortune to serve alongside him in
this body. We will miss him deeply.

My thoughts are with Congressman
Hinchey’s wife, Ilene; his children,
Michelle, Reese, and Josef; and the
countless people in the Hudson Valley
and beyond whose lives he enriched.

———

CATASTROPHIC FLOODING AID

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
certainly my deepest thoughts as well
to the Hinchey family.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today because 1
come from an area that saw the great-
est catastrophic flooding in the history
of the continental United States.
Someone asked me: I haven’t heard
anything from your State.

I said to them: We are still hurting.

We do have 120,000 to 130,000 homes
still under water. People are living in
shells.

I am not selfish. I know what is going
on in Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands, and Florida. We begged the ad-
ministration to give us the amount of
money in their request for what was
needed, and we got $44 billion for every
victim from the U.S. Virgin Islands to
Puerto Rico to Florida to Texas. I
can’t stand for that, for the desperate
people who are in need.

I ask the President to reevaluate his
submission and to submit to us a rea-
soned response to the devastation of
this State and the other States. I ask
the appropriators, who I know are very
concerned, to come together to give us
the emergency supplemental so that
homes can be rebuilt, that homes can
be bought out, and that, in fact, the in-
frastructure that is crumbling and
caused the major flooding, that res-
ervoir pools that flooded whole com-
plete developments, can be fixed, that
we can do infrastructure and save lives.

The people of the floods beg of you,
and we will be in the fight.

————
THE TAX BILL

(Mr. O'ROURKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. O’ ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, the tax
bill that this Chamber voted on 2
weeks ago was bad enough, added $1.5
trillion to the debt, 36 million middle
class households will see their taxes go
up, and 50 percent of those tax cuts
would go to the wealthiest 1 percent in
this country.

But the Senate bill that is being de-
bated on the other side of this Capitol
right now is even worse. In addition to
what I just described, we will see 13
million Americans lose their ability to
see a doctor, to stay healthy, to take
care of themselves, and even to live
their lives.
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For those lucky enough to have
healthcare, their premiums in Texas,
for example, will go up, on average,
$1,700 a year. We will see 1 million of
our fellow Texans lose their health in-
surance if this bill passes.

Now, many people have called my of-
fice to ask what they can do to help.
The number for the Capitol switch-
board is 202-224-3121. It will be the pub-
lic pressure that will help to form the
political will for our colleagues in the
Senate to do the right thing and to
vote ‘‘no”’ on this tax bill.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF
FORMER CONGRESSMAN MAU-
RICE HINCHEY

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
pay tribute to the life of Maurice Hin-
chey, a beloved friend and an awesome
colleague.

I entered into the New York State
Assembly when he was the environ-
mental conservation chair for the New
York State Assembly. I witnessed his
fight to expose toxic contamination of
Love Canal where he worked against il-
legal waste dumping by organized
crime. I watched as he worked so hard
to protect the Catskills and the Adi-
rondacks from acid rain. It was there
that I witnessed his integrity, his in-
tellect, his compassion, and his passion
to make a difference.

Then he came to Washington to serve
this Nation. He worked hard to estab-
lish the Hudson River Valley Green-
way. He worked hard to fight against
PCB contamination of the Hudson
River. He made certain that
hydrofracking would not destroy our
environment. He made certain that he
spoke out against the Iraq war and
spoke out against NAFTA and the
damage it could do to American jobs.

This was a person who was prin-
cipled. He acted with those principles
with every fiber of his being. Today I
want to recognize that person, our
voice for the environment, a principled
individual that the late Governor
Mario Cuomo called the environmental
conscience of New York State.

I extend my deepest condolences to
his wife, Ilene Marder Hinchey; and his
children, Reese, Josef, and Michelle.

I know that, in the last year of his
life, Maurice and his family worked to
raise awareness for frontotemporal de-
generation. I am hoping that their
fight will continue so that others im-
pacted by this disease will be able to
conquer that situation.

Maurice, rest in peace. You are a
champion.

We don’t live in a perfect world, per-
haps we never will. But those who are
disadvantaged and those who are in
need will need a champion. That cham-
pion was Maurice Hinchey, and he will
continue to inspire.
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REMEMBERING FORMER
CONGRESSMAN MAURICE HINCHEY

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I, too, rise
to mourn the loss of our great col-
league, Maurice Hinchey.

I knew Maurice for more than 30
years. We served together for many
years in the New York State Assembly,
and then he came to Congress.

In the assembly in Albany and all of
New York State, he was known as one
of the champions of the environment.
He chaired that committee in Albany.
When he came to Washington, he also,
as my colleagues have said, cham-
pioned green things and making sure
the environment was safe for all of us
for generations to come.

The thing that I really remember
about Maurice Hinchey is what a nice
person he was. He was soft-spoken but
sharp, intelligent, and honest. He was
the kind of person who was in public
service for all the right reasons and
really was a model Member of Congress
for so many of us. Whether you agreed
with him or disagreed with him, he lis-
tened to you. He was a tenacious fight-
er and a really smart individual who
really, really knew his subject.

The thing I remember about Maurice
is what a nice guy he was, how soft-
spoken he was, and how caring he was.
He didn’t enter public life to get the
accolades. He entered it because he
really believed government should
make a difference and could make a
difference.

Let me say, Maurice, you did make a
difference: You made a difference to
many in America; you made a dif-
ference to those of us in New York
State; you made a difference to your
friends who served in the New York
State Assembly in Albany; and you
made a difference in the United States
Congress here in Washington.

Rest in peace, Maurice. We will miss
you, but we will never forget you.

———————

REMEMBERING FORMER
CONGRESSMAN MAURICE HINCHEY

(Mr. SERRANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I join
my colleagues in honoring the mem-
ory, legacy, and public office of Mau-
rice Hinchey.

Mo and I were elected in the same
election in 1974 and met during fresh-
man orientation that December on a
cold Albany day. From then on, we
were friends.

I came from the South Bronx, so I
knew about the issues of the environ-
ment, but I didn’t know the intricacies
of how they should be approached legis-
latively. He taught me all about it, as
he did our whole freshman class. From
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day one, he was that person who spoke
about saving this Earth, saving this
country, and saving this land that has
been loaned to us.

In addition, Maurice was, as has been
said here, one of the nicest guys you
could ever imagine. He was a unique
elected official. He was a liberal in a
conservative district who was loved by
his constituents.

Early in my assembly career, the
first year, I visited his district and saw
how he cared for the people and how
they cared for him. He took me all
around. It was wonderful how he loved
his community.

He taught us that there were places
outside of New York. I will always re-
member Maurice used to say to me: I
have got to go to New York City once
a month.

I said: Why?

He said: Just to charge my batteries,
get the big city lights, and then I come
back.

He was a special human being. He
could play softball and swing a bat like
no one else.

I will miss you, my brother. I will
miss you. You are special. The people
will miss you forever.

————

IN MEMORY OF FORMER
CONGRESSMAN MAURICE HINCHEY

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, last week we lost
one of the finest people ever to serve
the people of New York State and the
country when Congressman Maurice
Hinchey passed away.

I would like to express my deepest
condolences to his wife, Ilene; his sons,

Reese and Josef;, his daughter,
Michelle; and the entire Hinchey fam-
ily.

Maurice leaves behind a legacy of
service that is second to none. During
his 18 years in the New York State As-
sembly, he became what former Gov-
ernor Mario Cuomo called ‘‘the envi-
ronmental conscience of New York
State” for his groundbreaking inves-
tigations into polluters and landmark
environmental laws.

When he came to Congress in 1993, he
continued that work, creating the Hud-
son River Valley National Heritage
Area, preserving wild public lands, and
doing everything possible to clean and
protect his beloved Hudson River.

Maurice and I came to Congress in
the same class and we became fast
friends. I already miss him dearly, but
I know that his work and his legacy
will be remembered for generations to
come. To know him was to love him.

Rest in peace, my dear friend.

———

GOP TAX SCAM
(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, mil-
lions of Americans will lie awake in
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bed this evening worried about their
ability to take care of their families
because they simply don’t make
enough money and are struggling with
the daily needs of life.

What is the Republican Party work-
ing to do to make it even worse?

Passing a tax cut for the richest peo-
ple in this country, the most powerful
corporations, that will result in raising
taxes on 82 million families, providing
$1.5 trillion debt for the next genera-
tion, making deep cuts to Medicare,
Medicaid, Pell grants, and infrastruc-
ture—all things that are necessary to
grow and strengthen the middle class
of this country—which will be a huge
boon to the richest people in America.

The Senate version will also remove
13 million people from having access to
affordable healthcare. The Republicans
in the Senate are doing this right now.

The American people need to be cer-
tain that their voices are being heard
to stop this proposal. It is a scam that
will impose tremendous costs on work-
ing people in this country. It will pro-
vide tremendous benefits to the very
powerful and very wealthy. It
incentivizes American companies to
ship American jobs overseas by making
those incentives more generous.

The American people deserve a better
deal. They deserve better wages, better
jobs, and a better future. They deserve
a much better deal than this raw deal
these Republicans are giving in this
tax scam.

————

GOP TAX SCAM

(Mr. SOTO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to take a moment to provide every
American with a plot summary of the
GOP tax scam.

Step one: cut taxes for powerful bil-
lionaires and millionaires.

Step two: grow a giant, $2.5 trillion
debt.

Part of that is to also grow the def-
icit so we can get to step three: use
that to justify cuts to Medicare and
Social Security for our seniors.

Our ability to protect our environ-
ment for the future, education, infra-
structure, research and development,
homeland security, and our military
all will see cuts if this goes through.

If you are worried about income in-
equality, this puts that disparity on
steroids by charging the credit card
and getting rid of popular deductions
to boot, and it will ship jobs overseas
by lowering the abroad tax rate.

But don’t take my word for it. While
Main Street continues to suffer, Wall
Street is throwing a party with record
stock increases today.

It is time to take a stand against the
GOP tax scam.

————

PROGRESSIVE CAUCUS: GOP TAX
SCAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

GARRETT). Under the Speaker’s an-

nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the
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