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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3221. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, Spe-
cialty Crops Program, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Softwood Lumber Research, Pro-
motion, Consumer Education and Industry
Information Order; De Minimis Quantity Ex-
emption Threshold [Document Number:
AMS-SC-16-0066] received November 27, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

3222. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Services,
Specialty Crops Program, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s in-
terim rule — Oranges, Grapefruit, Tan-
gerines, and Pummelos Grown in Florida;
Change in Size Requirements for Oranges
[Doc. No.: AMS-SC-17-0064; SC17-905-2 IR] re-
ceived November 27, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

3223. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Services,
Specialty Crops Program, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Minimum Quality and Handling
Standards for Domestic and Imported Pea-
nuts Marketed in the United States; Change
to the Quality and Handling Requirements
[Doc. No.: AMS-SC-16-0102; SC16-996-3 FR] re-
ceived November 27, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

3224. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, Spe-
cialty Crops Program, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s in-
terim rule — Pistachios Grown in California,
Arizona, and New Mexico; Decreased Assess-
ment Rate [Docket No.: AMS-SC-17-0048;
SC17-983-2 IR] received November 27, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

3225. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the
approved retirement of Lieutenant General
Thomas S. Vandal, United States Army, and
his advancement to the grade of lieutenant
general on the retired list, pursuant to 10
U.S.C. 1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112
(as amended by Public Law 104-106, Sec.
502(b)); (110 Stat. 293); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

3226. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor,
Legal Division, Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection, transmitting the Bureau’s
final rule — Truth in Lending (Regulation Z)
Annual Threshold Adjustments (Credit
Cards, HOEPA, and ATR/QM) received No-
vember 22, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

3227. A letter from the Honors Attorney,
Legal Division, Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection, transmitting the Bureau’s

final rules — Appraisals for Higher-Priced
Mortgage Loans Exemption Threshold
[Docket No.: CEFPB-2017-0029] received No-

vember 22, 2017, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

3228. A letter from the Honors Attorney,
Legal Division, Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection, transmitting the Bureau’s
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final rules — Consumer Leasing (Regulation
M) [Docket No.: CFPB-2017-0026] received No-
vember 22, 2017, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

3229. A letter from the Acting Deputy
Chief, Public Safety and Homeland Security
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule — Wireless Emergency Alerts [PS Dock-
et No.: 15-91]; Amendments to Part 11 of the
Commission’s Rules Regarding the Emer-
gency Alert System [PS Docket No.: 15-94]
received November 20, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

3230. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser, Office of Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting reports concerning
international agreements other than treaties
entered into by the United States to be
transmitted to the Congress within the
sixty-day period specified in the Case-Za-
blocki Act, pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 112b(a); Pub-
lic Law 92-403, Sec. 1(a) (as amended by Pub-
lic Law 108-458, Sec. 7121(b)); (118 Stat. 3807);
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

3231. A letter from the Acting Director,
U.S. Trade and Development Agency, trans-
mitting the Agency’s Performance and Ac-
countability Report, Fiscal Year 2017, pursu-
ant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576,
Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended by Public Law 107-
289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

3232. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Labor, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Office of Inspector General Semi-
annual Report to Congress for the period
ending September 30, 2017, pursuant to Sec. 5
of the Inspector General Act; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

3233. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Secretary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Fiscal Year 2017 Agency Financial
Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Pub-
lic Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended by
Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049);
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

3234. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the Of-
fice’s Semiannual Report of the Inspector
General for the Period ending September 30,
2017, pursuant to the Inspector General Act
of 1978, as amended, Public Law 95-452; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

3235. A letter from the Administrator, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s Semiannual Report to
Congress prepared by the Office of Inspector
General, for the 6-month period ending Sep-
tember 30, 2017, pursuant to the Inspector
General Act of 1978, Public Law 95-452; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

3236. A letter from the Director, Congres-
sional Affairs, Federal Election Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s Agency Fi-
nancial Report of FY 2017, pursuant to 31
U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec.
303(a)(1) (as amended by Public Law 107-289,
Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

3237. A letter from the Chairman, National
Endowment for the Arts, transmitting the
Endowment’s Fiscal Year 2017 Agency Finan-
cial Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1);
Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended
by Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat.
2049); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.
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3238. A letter from the Treasurer, National
Gallery of Art, transmitting the Gallery’s
Annual Performance and Accountability Re-
port for FY 2017, pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1)
(as amended by Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a));
(116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

3239. A letter from the Chairman, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s Agency Financial Report
of FY 2017, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1);
Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended
by Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat.
2049); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

3240. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, Sustainable Fisheries — Pacific Is-
lands Region, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s final specifications — Pacific
Island Fisheries; 2017-18 Annual Catch Limit
and Accountability Measures; Main Hawai-
ian Islands Deep 7 Bottomfish [Docket No.:
170330338-7585-02] (RIN: 0648-XF335) received
November 27, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

3241. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary for Legislation, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting
the Temporary Assistance for Needy Fami-
lies Program 12th Report to Congress, pursu-
ant to 42 U.S.C. 611(b); Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531,
title IV, Sec. 411 (as added by Public Law 104-
193, Sec. 103 (a)(1)); (110 Stat. 2148); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. WOODALL: Committee on Rules.
House Resolution 635. A resolution providing
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 4182) to
amend title 5, United States Code, to modify
probationary periods with respect to posi-
tions within the competitive service and the
Senior Executive Service, and for other pur-
poses, and providing for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 1699) to amend the Truth in Lend-
ing Act to modify the definitions of a mort-
gage originator and a high-cost mortgage, to
amend the Secure and Fair Enforcement for
Mortgage Licensing Act of 2008 to modify the
definition of a loan originator, and for other

purposes (Rept. 115-430). Referred to the
House Calendar.
————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. WALBERG (for himself and Mr.
BLUM):

H.R. 4476. A bill to modernize the Public
Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Mr. CULBERSON (for himself, Mr.
CUELLAR, Ms. EsTY of Connecticut,
Mr. AGUILAR, Mr. COSTELLO of Penn-
sylvania, Ms. SPEIER, Mr. RICHMOND,
Mr. McCAUL, Mrs. COMSTOCK, and Ms.
TITUS):

H.R. 4477. A Dbill to enforce current law re-
garding the National Instant Criminal Back-
ground Check System; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.
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By Mr. NUNES:

H.R. 4478. A bill to amend the Foreign In-
telligence Surveillance Act of 1978 to im-
prove foreign intelligence collection and the
safeguards, accountability, and oversight of
acquisitions of foreign intelligence, to ex-
tend title VII of such Act, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary,
and in addition to the Committees on Intel-
ligence (Permanent Select), Oversight and
Government Reform, and Homeland Secu-
rity, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. HUNTER (for himself, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Mr. PETERS, and Mr.
CARSON of Indiana):

H.R. 4479. A Dbill to establish a new higher
education data system to allow for more ac-
curate, complete, and secure data on student
retention, graduation, and earnings out-
comes, at all levels of postsecondary enroll-
ment, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce, and
in addition to the Committees on Armed
Services, Veterans’ Affairs, and Ways and
Means, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. KIND (for himself, Mr.
SCHWEIKERT, Mr. FOSTER, Mr. MEE-
HAN, Mr. KILMER, Mr. FRANKS of Ari-
zona, Mr. HIMES, Mr. MEADOWS, Mr.
SoTo, and Mr. FERGUSON):

H.R. 4480. A bill to provide for a study by
the National Academies on workplace chal-
lenges; to the Committee on Education and
the Workforce.

By Mr. LANCE:

H.R. 4481. A bill to amend the Congres-
sional Accountability Act of 1995 to prohibit
the use of public funds to make payments of
awards and settlements in connection with
violations of such Act which are committed
by employing offices of the House of Rep-
resentatives and Senate, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on House Adminis-
tration.

By Mr. MEADOWS (for himself and Mr.
RENACCI):

H.R. 4482. A Dbill to deter opioid abuse and
addiction, to establish additional registra-
tion requirements for prescribers of opioids,
to encourage the development of abuse-de-
terrent formulations, to require a study and
report on policy changes that may have con-
tributed to the opioid epidemic, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia (for
himself, Mr. WALKER, and Mr. DAVID-
SON):

H.R. 4483. A Dbill to abolish the Federal In-
surance Office of the Department of the
Treasury, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Financial Services.

By Mr. STEWART (for himself and Ms.
BONAMICI):

H.R. 4484. A bill to amend the Congres-
sional Accountability Act of 1995 to prohibit
the imposition of a nondisclosure agreement
as a condition of the payment of any award
or settlement in connection with a violation
of such Act; to the Committee on House Ad-
ministration.

By Mrs. TORRES (for herself, Mr.
COLE, Mrs. RADEWAGEN, Ms.
HANABUSA, Ms. MOORE, Ms. JAYAPAL,
Mr. GRIJALVA, and Mr. KHANNA):

H.R. 4485. A bill to direct the Attorney
General to review, revise, and develop law
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enforcement and justice protocols appro-
priate to address missing and murdered Indi-
ans, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and in addition to
the Committee on Natural Resources, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.
By Ms. VELAZQUEZ:

H.R. 4486. A bill to amend section 1908 of
title 41, United States Code, to exempt cer-
tain contracts from the periodic inflation ad-
justments to an acquisition-related dollar
threshold; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

By Mr. WELCH (for himself, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, and Ms. CASTOR of Florida):

H.R. 4487. A Dbill to authorize the collection
of supplemental payments to increase con-
gressional investments in medical research,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. CHENEY:

H. Res. 634. A resolution electing Members
to certain standing committees of the House
of Representatives; considered and agreed to.
considered and agreed to.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. WALBERG:

H.R. 4476.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S.
Constitution, which gives Congress the
power to ‘‘regulate commerce with foreign
nations, and among the several states, and
with the indian tribes.”

By Mr. CULBERSON:

H.R. 4477.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 4 and Article I,
Section 8, Clause 18

By Mr. NUNES:

H.R. 4478.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States provides, in pertinent
part, that ‘“‘Congress shall have power . . . to

. provide for the common Defense and
general Welfare of the United States” and
“To make all laws which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers and all other Powers vest-
ed in this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any Department or
Officer thereof.”

Article III of the United States Constitu-
tion, in that the legislation defines or affects
powers of the Judiciary that are subject to
legislation by Congress.

By Mr. HUNTER:

H.R. 4479.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United
States Constitution

By Mr. KIND

H.R. 4480.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3

By Mr. LANCE:

H.R. 4481.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 5: ‘““Each House may de-
termine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish
its Members for disorderly behavior, and,
with the concurrence of two thirds, expel a
Member.”

Article I Section 8: ‘““The Congress shall
have power to lay and collect taxes, duties,
imposts and excises, to pay the debts and
provide for the common defense and general
welfare of the United States; but all duties,
imposts and excises shall be uniform
throughout the United States.”

Article I Section 9: ‘“No money shall be
drawn from the Treasury, but in consequence
of appropriations made by law; and a regular
statement and account of the receipts and
expenditures of all public money shall be
published from time to time.”

By Mr. MEADOWS:

H.R. 4482.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause I states ‘“The
Congress shall have Power To . . . provide
for the ... general Welfare of the United
States . . .”” And, Article I, Section 8, Clause
3 states ‘“The Congress shall have Power To

. regulate Commerce . . . among the sev-
eral States . . .”
By Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia:

H.R. 4483.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution.
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By Mr. STEWART:

H.R. 4484.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mrs. TORRES:

H.R. 4485.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

According to Article 1: Section 8: Clause
18: of the United States Constitution, seen
below, this bill falls within the Constitu-
tional Authority of the United States Con-
gress.

Article 1: Section 8: Clause 18: To make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United

States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof. B
By Ms. VELAZQUEZ:
H.R. 4486.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3

The Congress shall have Power * * * To
regulate Commerce with foreign Nations,
and among the several States, and with the
Indian Tribes.

By Mr. WELCH:

H.R. 4487.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: The Con-
gress shall have Power To . make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 93: Mr. LARSEN of Washington.
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