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who were outstanding mountaineers
and advocates for our Nation’s treas-
ured open spaces.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this
measure.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 2768 names two peaks in the
Uncompahgre National Forest in Colo-
rado after Charlie Fowler and Christine
Boskoff.

Fowler and Boskoff were world-class
rock climbers whose accomplishments
left enduring legacies on the sport.
Sadly, in 2016, the two set out to climb
a mountain in a remote part of China
near the Tibetan border and never re-
turned.

This bill and the renaming of the
peaks is a fitting tribute and I support
its adoption.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
REED). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. TIPTON) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
2768.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

GULF ISLANDS NATIONAL SEA-
SHORE LAND EXCHANGE ACT OF
2017

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2615) to authorize the exchange of
certain land located in Gulf Islands Na-
tional Seashore, Jackson County, Mis-
sissippi, between the National Park
Service and the Veterans of Foreign
Wars, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2615

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Gulf Islands
National Seashore Land Exchange Act of
2017,

SEC. 2. LAND EXCHANGE, GULF ISLANDS NA-

TIONAL SEASHORE, JACKSON COUN-
TY, MISSISSIPPL.

(a) LAND EXCHANGE AUTHORIZED.—The Sec-
retary of the Interior, acting through the Di-
rector of the National Park Service (in this
section referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) may
convey to the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
5699 (in this section referred to as the
“Post’) all right, title, and interest of the
United States in and to a parcel of real prop-
erty, consisting of approximately 1.542 acres,
located within the Gulf Islands National Sea-
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shore in Jackson County, Mississippi, and
identified as ‘“NPS Exchange Area’ on the
map entitled ‘“‘Gulf Islands National Sea-
shore, Proposed Land Exchange with VFW,
Davis Bayou Area—Jackson County, MS”’,
numbered 635/133309, and dated June 2016.

(b) LAND TOo BE ACQUIRED.—In exchange for
the property described in subsection (a), the
Post shall convey to the Secretary all right,
title, and interest of the Post in and to a par-
cel of real property, consisting of approxi-
mately 2.161 acres, located in Jackson Coun-
ty, Mississippi, and identified as ‘“VFW Ex-
change Area’ on the map described in sub-
section (a).

(¢) EQUAL VALUE EXCHANGE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The values of the parcels
of real property to be exchanged under this
section shall be determined by an appraisal
conducted—

(A) by a qualified and independent ap-
praiser; and

(B) in accordance with nationally recog-
nized appraisal standards.

(2) EQUALIZATION.—If the values of the par-
cels of real property to be exchanged under
this section, as determined pursuant to para-
graph (1), are not equal, the values shall be
equalized through—

(A) a cash payment; or

(B) adjustments to the acreage of the par-
cels of real property to be exchanged.

(d) PAYMENT OF COSTS OF CONVEYANCE.—

(1) PAYMENT REQUIRED.—The Secretary
shall require the Post to cover costs to be in-
curred by the Secretary, or to reimburse the
Secretary for such costs incurred by the Sec-
retary, to carry out the land exchange under
this section, including survey costs, costs re-
lated to environmental documentation, and
any other administrative costs related to the
land exchange. If amounts are collected from
the Secretary in advance of the Secretary in-
curring the actual costs and the amount col-
lected exceeds the costs actually incurred by
the Secretary to carry out the land ex-
change, the Secretary shall refund the excess
amount to the Post.

(2) TREATMENT OF AMOUNTS RECEIVED.—
Amounts received as reimbursement under
paragraph (1) shall be credited to the fund or
account that was used to cover those costs
incurred by the Secretary in carrying out
the land exchange. Amounts so credited shall
be merged with amounts in such fund or ac-
count and shall be available for the same
purposes, and subject to the same conditions
and limitations, as amounts in such fund or
account.

(e) DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY.—The exact
acreage and legal description of property to
be exchanged under this section shall be de-
termined by surveys satisfactory to the Sec-
retary and the Post.

(f) CONVEYANCE AGREEMENT.—The ex-
change of real property under this section
shall be accomplished using a quit claim
deed or other legal instrument and upon
terms and conditions mutually satisfactory
to the Secretary and the Post, including
such additional terms and conditions as the
Secretary considers appropriate to protect
the interests of the United States.

(g) VALID EXISTING RIGHTS.—The exchange
authorized under this section shall be sub-
ject to valid existing rights.

(h) TITLE APPROVAL.—Title to the real
property described in subsection (a) and the
real property described in subsection (b) to
be exchanged under this section shall be in a
form acceptable to the Secretary.

(1) TREATMENT OF ACQUIRED LAND.—Land
and interests in land acquired by the United
States under subsection (b) shall be adminis-
tered by the Secretary as part of the Gulf Is-
lands National Seashore.

(j) MODIFICATION OF BOUNDARY.—Upon com-
pletion of the land exchange under this sec-
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tion, the Secretary shall modify the bound-
ary of the Gulf Islands National Seashore to
reflect such land exchange.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. TIPTON) and the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. TORRES)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Colorado.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Member
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 2615, introduced by the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. PALAZZO),
authorizes the National Park Service
to convey to the Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 5699 1.54 acres located within
the Gulf Islands National Seashore in
Jackson County, Mississippi, in ex-
change for a 2.16-acre parcel of land
owned by the VFW post.

This bill benefits both the VFW post
and the Park Service. It provides the
VFW post with permanent access to
their building via a long driveway cur-
rently owned by the Park Service while
also adding land to the Gulf Islands Na-
tional Seashore.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the
measure.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2615 is a simple bi-
partisan bill that authorizes the ex-
change of two small parcels of land to
provide needed access for our veterans
in Mississippi.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
5699 is located adjacent to a portion of
Gulf Islands National Seashore, and
while having a national park in your
backyard is a desirable condition, the
post has found themselves landlocked
and in need of direct access to their fa-
cility.

To solve this issue, the Gulf Islands
National Seashore Land Exchange Act
will exchange approximately 2 acres of
land owned by the VFW with 1.5 acres
owned by the Federal Government.

The acreage required by the VFW
will be used to establish a short drive-
way directly to the post while the land
given in exchange to the Federal Gov-
ernment will be managed as part of
Gulf Islands National Seashore.

This exchange is supported by both
the VFW post and the National Park
Service and is a simple and logical so-
lution to a local issue. I am pleased to
see the National Park Service and the
VFW working together to form a solu-
tion to this issue. This bill passed the
House in the 114th Congress, and I urge
all Members to support this common-
sense, bipartisan bill.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. PALAZZO).

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my good friend from Colorado for the
time and for his positive comments, as
well as Mrs. TORRES, in support of H.R.
2615.

I rise today in support of H.R. 2615,
the Gulf Islands National Seashore
Land Exchange Act.

The Gulf Islands National Seashore is
a national park that draws millions of
visitors to the islands in the northern
Gulf of Mexico. The Gulf Islands Na-
tional Seashore includes the Mis-
sissippi barrier islands of Petit Bois,
Horn, East and West Ship, and Cat, as
well as the Davis Bayou Area.

I am proud to have this important
park and its natural beaches, historic
sites, and wildlife sanctuaries within
my district.

The Gulf Islands National Seashore
has been a part of the Mississippi Gulf
Coast community since Congress estab-
lished the park in 1971. Since that es-
tablishment, the Gulf Islands National
Seashore has worked closely with the
Mark Seymour Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 5699. In fact, the post has
shared a road with the seashore for the
better part of the last 30 years.

The Gulf Islands National Seashore
Land Exchange Act would make per-
manent a 30-year easement that has
provided an access road and driveway
for the VFW. In exchange, the VFW
will give the Gulf Islands National Sea-
shore some of its acreage, which also
includes valuable wetlands.

The Gulf Islands National Seashore
and the Mark Seymour VFW Post
strongly support this land exchange,
but the Department of the Interior
needs congressional approval before it
can make the land exchange official.
That is why, Mr. Speaker, I encourage
the House to pass this bill as a suspen-
sion vote.

I would also like to thank the sub-
committee chairman, Mr. MCCLINTOCK,
as well as Chairman BISHOP and the
Committee on Natural Resources for
their support and help in bringing this
bill to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, this is also a non-
controversial bill, and I urge the Sen-
ate to pass it without delay.

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. TIP-
TON) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 2615.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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SANTA YNEZ BAND OF CHUMASH
INDIANS LAND AFFIRMATION
ACT OF 2017

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1491) to reaffirm the action of the
Secretary of the Interior to take land
into trust for the benefit of the Santa
Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indi-
ans, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1491

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““‘Santa Ynez
Band of Chumash Indians Land Affirmation
Act of 2017,

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) On October 13, 2017, the General Council
of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians
voted to approve the Memorandum of Agree-
ment between the County of Santa Barbara
and the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indi-
ans regarding the approximately 1,427.28
acres of land, commonly known as Camp 4,
and authorized the Tribal Chairman to sign
the Memorandum of Agreement.

(2) On October 31, 2017, the Board of Super-
visors for the County of Santa Barbara ap-
proved the Memorandum of Agreement on
Camp 4 and authorized the Chair to sign the
Memorandum of Agreement.

(3) The Secretary of the Interior approved
the Memorandum of Agreement pursuant to
section 2103 of the Revised Statutes (25
U.S.C. 81).

SEC. 3. REAFFIRMATION OF STATUS AND
TIONS.

(a) RATIFICATION OF TRUST STATUS.—The
action taken by the Secretary on January 20,
2017, to place approximately 1,427.28 acres of
land located in Santa Barbara County, Cali-
fornia, into trust for the benefit of the Santa
Ynez Band of Chumash Indians is hereby
ratified and confirmed as if that action had
been taken under a Federal law specifically
authorizing or directing that action.

(b) RATIFICATION OF ACTIONS OF THE SEC-
RETARY.—The actions taken by the Sec-
retary to assume jurisdiction over the ap-
peals relating to the fee-to-trust acquisition
of approximately 1,427.28 acres in Santa Bar-
bara County, California, on January 30, 2015,
is hereby ratified and confirmed as if that
action had been taken under a Federal law
specifically authorizing or directing that ac-
tion.

(¢) RATIFICATION OF ACTIONS OF THE SEC-
RETARY.—The actions taken by the Sec-
retary to dismiss the appeals relating to the
fee-to-trust acquisition of approximately
1,427.28 acres in Santa Barbara County, Cali-
fornia, on January 19, 2017, is hereby ratified
and confirmed as if that action had been
taken under a Federal law specifically au-
thorizing or directing that action.

(d) ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) ADMINISTRATION.—The land placed into
trust for the benefit of the Santa Ynez Band
of Chumash Indians by the Secretary of the
Interior on January 20, 2017, shall be a part
of the Santa Ynez Indian Reservation and
administered in accordance with the laws
and regulations generally applicable to the
land held in trust by the United States for an
Indian tribe.

(2) EFFECT.—For purposes of certain Cali-
fornia State laws (including the California
Land Conservation Act of 1965, Government
Code Section 51200, et seq.), placing the land
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described in subsection (b) into trust shall
remove any restrictions on the property pur-
suant to California Government Code Sec-
tion 51295 or any other provision of such Act.
(e) LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF LANDS TRANS-
FERRED.—The lands to be transferred pursu-
ant to this Act are described as follows:
Legal Land Description/Site Location:Real
property in the unincorporated area of the
County of Santa Barbara, State of Cali-
fornia, described as follows: PARCEL 1:
(APN: 141-121-51 AND PORTION OF APN 141-
140-10)LLOTS 9 THROUGH 18, INCLUSIVE, OF
TRACT 18, IN THE COUNTY OF SANTA
BARBARA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AS
SHOWN ON THE MAP SHOWING THE SUB-
DIVISIONS OF THE CANADA DE LOS
PINOS OR COLLEGE RANCHO, FILED IN
RACK 3, AS MAP 4 IN THE OFFICE OF THE
COUNTY RECORDER OF SAID COUNTY.
THIS LEGAL IS MADE PURSUANT TO
THAT CERTAIN CERTIFICATE OF COM-
PLIANCE RECORDED DECEMBER 5, 2001
AS INSTRUMENT NO. 01-105580 OF OFFI-
CIAL RECORDS. PARCEL 2: (PORTION OF
APN: 141-140-10)0LOTS 1 THROUGH 12, IN-
CLUSIVE, OF TRACT 24, IN THE COUNTY
OF SANTA BARBARA, STATE OF CALI-
FORNIA, AS SHOWN ON THE MAP SHOW-
ING THE SUBDIVISIONS OF THE CANADA
DE LOS PINOS OR COLLEGE RANCHO,
FILED IN RACK 3, AS MAP 4 IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER OF
SAID COUNTY.THIS LEGAL IS MADE PUR-
SUANT TO THAT CERTAIN CERTIFICATE
OF COMPLIANCE RECORDED DECEMBER
5, 2001 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 01-105581 OF
OFFICIAL RECORDS. PARCEL 3: (POR-
TIONS OF APNS: 141-230-23 AND 141-140-
10)LOTS 19 AND 20 OF TRACT 18 AND THAT
PORTION OF LOTS 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, AND 15
THROUGH 20, INCLUSIVE, OF TRACT 16, IN
THE COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AS SHOWN ON
THE MAP SHOWING THE SUBDIVISIONS
OF THE CANADA DE LOS PINOS OR COL-
LEGE RANCHO, FILED IN RACK 3, AS MAP
4 IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RE-
CORDER OF SAID COUNTY, THAT LIES
NORTHEASTERLY OF THE NORTHEAST-
ERLY LINE OF THE LAND GRANTED TO
THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA BY AN EX-
ECUTOR’S DEED RECORDED APRIL 2, 1968
IN BOOK 2227, PAGE 136 OF OFFICIAL
RECORDS OF SAID COUNTY.THIS LEGAL
IS MADE PURSUANT TO THAT CERTAIN
CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE RE-
CORDED DECEMBER 5, 2001 AS INSTRU-
MENT NO. 01-105582  OF OFFICIAL
RECORDS. PARCEL 4: (APN: 141-240-02 AND
PORTION OF APN: 141-140-10)LOTS 1
THROUGH 12, INCLUSIVE, OF TRACT 25, IN
THE COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AS SHOWN ON
THE MAP SHOWING THE SUBDIVISIONS
OF THE CANADA DE LOS PINOS OR COL-
LEGE RANCHO, FILED IN RACK 3, AS MAP
4 IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RE-
CORDER OF SAID COUNTY.THIS LEGAL IS
MADE PURSUANT TO THAT CERTAIN
CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE RE-
CORDED DECEMBER 5, 2001 AS INSTRU-
MENT NO. 01-105583  OF OFFICIAL
RECORDS. PARCEL 5: (PORTION OF APN:
141-230-23)THAT PORTION OF LOTS 3 AND 6
OF TRACT 16, IN THE COUNTY OF SANTA
BARBARA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AS
SHOWN ON THE MAP SHOWING THE SUB-
DIVISIONS OF THE CANADA DE LOS
PINOS OR COLLEGE RANCHO, FILED IN
RACK 3, AS MAP 4 IN THE OFFICE OF THE
COUNTY RECORDER OF SAID COUNTY,
THAT LIES NORTHEASTERLY OF THE
NORTHEASTERLY LINE OF THE LAND
GRANTED TO THE STATE OF CALI-
FORNIA BY AN EXECUTOR’S DEED RE-
CORDED APRIL 2, 1968 IN BOOK 2227, PAGE
136 OF OFFICIAL RECORDS OF SAID
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