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produced by some superior wisdom and
virtue of our own. Intoxicated with un-
broken success, we have become too
self-sufficient to feel the necessity of
redeeming and preserving grace, too
proud to pray to God that made us.

‘It behooves us, then, to humble our-
selves before the offended power, to
confess our national sins, and to pray
for clemency and forgiveness.”’

That was a national proclamation by
Abraham Lincoln. Thank God that a
majority of Americans participated in
that and prayed to God.

In his second inaugural, he is talking
about North and South. It is inscribed
on the inside north wall of the Lincoln
Memorial. About half to two-thirds of
the way through there, in the middle,
he is talking about North and South.
He said: ‘“Both read the same Bible and
pray to the same God. The prayers of
both could not be answered. That of
neither has been answered fully. The
Almighty has His own purposes.
‘Woe unto the world because of of-
fenses. . Yet, if God wills that it
continue until all the wealth piled by
the bondsman’s 250 years of unrequited
toil shall be sunk, and until every drop
of blood drawn with the lash shall be
paid by another drawn with the sword,
as was said 3,000 years ago, so still it
must be said ‘the judgments of the
Lord are true and righteous alto-
gether.””

I want to finish with this from John
F. Kennedy. He was talking at the
lighting of the Christmas tree; but at a
time of Thanksgiving, it is certainly
appropriate. He said: “With the light-
ing of this tree, which is an old cere-
mony in Washington and one which has
been among the most important re-
sponsibilities of a good many Presi-
dents of the United States, we initiate,
in a formal way, the Christmas season.
We mark the festival of Christmas,
which is the most sacred and hopeful
day in our civilization.

“For nearly 2,000 years, the message
of Christmas, the message of peace and
good will towards all men, has been the
guiding star of our endeavors.

“This morning, I had a meeting at
the White House, which included some
of our representatives from far-off
countries in Africa and Asia. They
were returning to their posts for the
Christmas holidays. Talking with
them, I was struck by the fact that, in
the far-off continents, Muslims, Hin-
dus, Buddhists, as well as Christians,
pause from their labors on the 25th day
of December to celebrate the birthday
of the Prince of Peace.

“There could be no more striking
proof that Christmas is truly the uni-
versal holiday of men. It is the day
when all of us dedicate our thoughts to
others; when all are reminded that
mercy and compassion are the endur-
ing virtues; when all show, by small
deeds and large, and by acts, that it is
more blessed to give than to receive. It
is the day when we remind ourselves
that man can and must live in peace
with his neighbors, and it is the peace-
makers who are truly blessed.
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“In this year of 1962, we greet each
other at Christmas with some special
sense of blessing of the peace.”

Mr. Speaker, this period of Thanks-
giving that we will have in the next
week will, hopefully, be a time when
we will come back together more as a
nation; when we will bind our hearts in
prayer and Thanksgiving and ask for
God’s protection, as our greatest Presi-
dents did. And I know those prayers
will be answered.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward a sitting
Senator.

————

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Ms. Lasky, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate agrees to the
report of the committee of conference
on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses on the amendment of the Sen-
ate to the bill (H.R. 2810) ‘““An Act to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2018 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.”.

————

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on November 15, 2017, she
presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill:

H.R. 1679. To ensure that the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s current
efforts to modernize its grant management
system includes applicant accessibility and
transparency, and for other purposes.

———————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 3 o’clock and 14 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, November 17, 2017, at 10 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3181. A letter from the Senior Counsel for
Regulatory Affairs, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Removal of Office of Thrift Su-
pervision Regulations received November 15,
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

3182. A letter from the Deputy Chief, Dis-
ability Rights Office, Consumer and Govern-
mental Affairs Bureau, Federal Communica-
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tions Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule — Access to Tele-
communication Equipment and Services by
Persons with Disabilities [CG Docket No.: 13-
46]; Amendment of the Commission’s Rules
Governing Hearing Aid-Compatible Mobile
Handsets [WT Docket No.: 07-250]; Comment
Sought on 2010 Review of Hearing Aid Com-
patibility Regulations [WT Docket No.: 10-
2564] received November 15, 2017, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

3183. A letter from the Deputy Chief,
Wireline Competition Bureau, Federal Com-
munications Commission, transmitting the
Commission’s final rule — Schools and Li-
braries Universal Service Support Mecha-
nism [CC Docket No.: 02-6] received Novem-
ber 15, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

3184. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting Transmittal No. 17-51,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control
Act, as amended; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

3185. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting Transmittal No. 17-67,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control
Act, as amended; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

3186. A letter from the Chairman, Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System,
transmitting the Board’s Semiannual Report
to Congress prepared by the Office of Inspec-
tor General for the Board and the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau for the six-
month period ending September 30, 2017, pur-
suant to the Inspector General Act of 1978; to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

3187. A letter from the Board Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer, Farm Credit Admin-
istration, transmitting the Administration’s
semiannual report covering the period of
April 1, 2017 through September 30, 2017, pur-
suant to Sec. b of the Inspector General Act
of 1978, as amended; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

3188. A letter from the Board Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer, Farm Credit Admin-
istration, transmitting the Farm Credit Ad-
ministration Performance and Account-
ability Report for Fiscal Year 2017, pursuant
to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576,
Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended by Public Law 107-
289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

3189. A letter from the Board Chairman,
Audit Committee Chairman, Farm Credit
System Insurance Corporation, transmitting
the Corporation’s consolidated report to the
President, pursuant to the Federal Man-
agers’ Financial Integrity Act and the In-
spector General Act of 1978; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

3190. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the
30th Annual Report of Accomplishment
under the Airport Improvement Program for
Fiscal Years 2014-2016, pursuant to 49 U.S.C.
47131(a); Public Law 103-272, Sec. 1l(e) (as
amended by Public Law 112-95, Sec. 152(c));
(126 Stat. 34); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

————
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
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for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. BISHOP of Utah: Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. H.R. 2907. A bill to amend
the Mineral Leasing Act to require the Sec-
retary of the Interior to develop and publish
an all-of-the-above quadrennial Federal on-
shore energy production strategy to meet do-
mestic energy needs, and for other purposes
(Rept. 115-413). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services. H.R. 2706. A bill to provide re-
quirements for the appropriate Federal
banking agencies when requesting or order-
ing a depository institution to terminate a
specific customer account, to provide for ad-
ditional requirements related to subpoenas
issued under the Financial Institutions Re-
form, Recovery, and Enforcement Act of
1989, and for other purposes; with an amend-
ment (Rept. 115-414). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

Mr. GOWDY: Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform. H.R. 4182. A bill to
amend title 5, United States Code, to modify
probationary periods with respect to posi-
tions within the competitive service and the
Senior Executive Service, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. 115-415). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER (for her-
self, Mr. ScorTT of Virginia, Mrs.
DAvVIs of California, Mr. SABLAN, Mr.
BERA, and Mr. DOGGETT):

H.R. 4416. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to remove barriers for stu-
dents seeking Federal financial aid by reduc-
ing the complexity and length of the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) and increasing support for working
students and vulnerable populations; to the
Committee on Education and the Workforce.

By Ms. BONAMICI (for herself, Ms.
KAPTUR, Mr. JOYCE of Ohio, and Ms.
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas):

H.R. 4417. A bill to amend the Harmful
Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Research and Con-
trol Act of 1998 to address harmful algal
blooms, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology,
and in addition to the Committee on Natural
Resources, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Ms. BONAMICI:

H.R. 4418. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide for a dem-
onstration program to facilitate the clinical
adoption of pregnancy intention screening
initiatives by health care providers; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. NEWHOUSE (for himself and
Mr. REICHERT):

H.R. 4419. A Dbill to facilitate and stream-
line the Bureau of Reclamation and Bureau
of Indian Affairs processes for creating or ex-
panding certain water projects, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia (for himself,
Mr. WITTMAN, Mr. SARBANES, Ms.
NORTON, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. BROWN of
Maryland, Mr. HOYER, Mr. RUPPERS-
BERGER, Mr. MCEACHIN, Mr. CUM-
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MINGS, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr.
DELANEY, Mr. RASKIN, and Mrs. COM-
STOCK):

H.R. 4420. A Dbill to amend the Food Secu-
rity Act of 1985 to address critical conserva-
tion conditions under the regional conserva-
tion partnership program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. DESAULNIER (for himself, Mr.
RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. DEFA-
710, and Mr. SMUCKER):

H.R. 4421. A bill to amend title 23, United
States Code, with respect to vehicle weight
limitations, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Mr. KING of Iowa:

H.R. 4422. A Dbill to amend section 1951 of
title 18, United States Code (commonly
known as the Hobbs Act), and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas (for
himself, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr.
RATCLIFFE, and Mr. HENSARLING):

H.R. 4423. A bill to limit claims under Fed-
eral law seeking judicial review of any envi-
ronmental impact statement, environmental
review, or authorization for the Lower Bois
d’Arc Creek Reservoir Project in Fannin
County, Texas, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BLUM (for himself, Mr. CHABOT,
and Mr. CRIST):

H.R. 4424. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide an exclusion
from gross income for interest on certain
small business loans; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. BLUMENAUER:

H.R. 4425. A bill to reform the safety net
for farmers and ranchers, enhance soil,
water, and habitat conservation, encourage
beginning farmers and ranchers, strengthen
nutrition for Americans, support agriculture
research and innovation, reduce food waste,
improve animal welfare, and invest in re-
gional food systems, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Agriculture, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Ways and
Means, Education and the Workforce, and
Foreign Affairs, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. GRIJALVA (for himself, Mr.
LOWENTHAL, Mr. BEYER, Mr. SoOTO,
Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. TSONGAS, Mr.
GOMEZ, Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms. BORDALLO,
Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms. NORTON, Ms.
BARRAGAN, Ms. LEE, Mr. MCEACHIN,
Ms. ESHOO, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr.
PoLis, and Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD):

H.R. 4426. A bill to reform Federal onshore
and offshore fossil fuel leasing, exploration,
and development; promote renewable energy
on public lands; prepare for the impacts of
climate change; increase industry account-
ability; improve returns to taxpayers for the
development of Federal energy resources;
and protect special places, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, and in addition to the Committees
on Energy and Commerce, Transportation
and Infrastructure, Agriculture, Education
and the Workforce, Ways and Means, and
Science, Space, and Technology, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. MCSALLY (for herself, Mr.
GOSAR, Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, and
Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia):

H.R. 4427. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to eliminate the diver-
sity immigrant program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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By Mr. GALLEGO (for himself and Mr.
BYRNE):

H.R. 4428. A Dbill to amend the War Powers
Resolution to transfer to the Committee on
Armed Services of the House of Representa-
tives the responsibilities assigned under such
Resolution to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Rules,
and in addition to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. BERGMAN (for himself, Mr.

MOOLENAAR, Mr. WALBERG, Mr.
WESTERMAN, Mr. PETERSON, and Mr.
UPTON):

H.R. 4429. A bill to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to reissue a rule relating to ex-
tension of the expiration dates for double-
crested cormorant depredation orders, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. BILIRAKIS (for himself, Ms.
CASTOR of Florida, Mr. OLSON, and
Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas):

H.R. 4430. A bill to provide temporary di-
rect hire authority for certain emergency re-
sponse positions; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, and in addition to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. CARTER of Georgia (for him-
self, Mr. JoDY B. HICE of Georgia, Mr.
BANKS of Indiana, Mrs. RADEWAGEN,
Mr. MEADOWS, Mrs. HANDEL, Mr. HIG-
GINS of Louisiana, Mr. GOMEZ, and
Mr. WELCH):

H.R. 4431. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide for interest pay-
ments by agencies in the case of administra-
tive error in processing certain annuity de-
posits for prior military service; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form, and in addition to the Committee on
House Administration, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT (for himself, Mr.
CUMMINGS, and Mr. CICILLINE):

H.R. 4432. A Dbill to amend section 1018 of
the Residential Lead-Based Paint Hazard Re-
duction Act of 1992 to make violators of such
section liable to residents and invitees of
target housing for such violations, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services.

By Mr. CORREA (for himself and Mr.
THOMPSON of Mississippi):

H.R. 4433. A bill to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to require the Under
Secretary for Management of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to achieve secu-
rity of sensitive assets among the compo-
nents of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security.

By Mr. CUELLAR (for himself, Mr.
CULBERSON, Ms. ESTY of Connecticut,
Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania, and
Mr. AGUILAR):

H.R. 4434. A Dbill to enforce current law re-
garding the National Instant Criminal Back-
ground Check System; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. FASO (for himself, Ms. FUDGE,
Mr. KATKO, Mr. DONOVAN, Mr. KING of
New York, Ms. STEFANIK, Mr. RYAN
of Ohio, Miss RICE of New York, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. STIVERS, and
Mr. KILDEE):
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