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VETERANS FAIR DEBT NOTICE 

ACT OF 2017 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3705) to direct the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to require the use 
of certified mail and plain language in 
certain debt collection activities, as 
amended, on which the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, as amended. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 422, nays 0, 
not voting 10, as follows: 

[Roll No. 621] 

YEAS—422 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barragán 
Barton 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 

Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crist 
Crowley 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davidson 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donovan 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Dunn 
Ellison 
Emmer 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes (KS) 
Esty (CT) 
Evans 
Farenthold 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gabbard 

Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garrett 
Gianforte 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Gomez 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
Gutiérrez 
Hanabusa 
Handel 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings 
Heck 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Holding 
Hollingsworth 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kihuen 

Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Knight 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Kustoff (TN) 
Labrador 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (MN) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham, 

M. 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
MacArthur 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marino 
Marshall 
Massie 
Mast 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Moore 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 

Napolitano 
Neal 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Norman 
Nunes 
O’Halleran 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pittenger 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Polis 
Posey 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney, Francis 
Rooney, Thomas 

J. 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Rosen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Royce (CA) 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Russell 
Rutherford 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez 
Sanford 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 

Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Speier 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tonko 
Torres 
Trott 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—10 

Bridenstine 
Clark (MA) 
Cuellar 
Hurd 

Johnson, E. B. 
LaHood 
Mitchell 
Pocan 

Roybal-Allard 
Scalise 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1709 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
vote on the bills and subsequent amendments 
this afternoon due to travel to Sutherland 
Springs, Texas, to meet with the victims, their 
families, and the first responders of the attack 
that took place on November 5th, 2017. Had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall No. 621. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-

ably detained. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall No. 619, ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall No. 620, and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 621. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 576 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that my name be 
removed as a cosponsor of H. Res. 576. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
TAYLOR). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

CELEBRATING 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF MCHENRY COUNTY COLLEGE 
(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate McHenry County 
College on their 50 years of service to 
our community and State. 

Since April 1967, MCC administra-
tion, faculty, staff, and trustees have 
demonstrated unparalleled commit-
ment to their students through quality 
degree and certificate programs. 

Through the college, the community 
is provided a diverse and relevant array 
of enrichment and lifelong learning op-
portunities; everything from advanced 
manufacturing, engineering, and 
healthcare to fine arts, the humanities, 
continuing education and training, and 
everything in between. 

I commend the college, led by Presi-
dent Dr. Clint Gabbard, for its contin-
ued focus on student success, innova-
tion, and contribution toward the com-
munity’s economic development. 

True to its goal of student success, 
the college has been ranked among the 
top 150 community colleges in the Na-
tion and scores in fourth place in the 
State for student success rates and af-
fordability. 

From visiting and hosting numerous 
congressional events at MCC, I am al-
ways impressed by the extraordinary 
efforts and commitment of McHenry 
County College faculty and staff. 

Congratulations, McHenry County 
College, on your 50th anniversary. 

f 

VETERANS DAY 
(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, this 
Saturday is Veterans Day, a day to re-
flect on the bravery and the commit-
ment of our servicemembers and to 
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thank them for their dedication to our 
Nation. 

From the Greatest Generation who 
served in World War II to the veterans 
who traversed the harsh jungles of 
Vietnam, to the young people who took 
up the banner and persisted in the fight 
against terrorism in Afghanistan and 
in Iraq, we owe our veterans an endless 
debt of gratitude. 

It is our responsibility to provide for 
our servicemembers when they heed 
the call to serve, as well as to care for 
them when they return home. 

Mr. Speaker, we must fulfill our 
promises to our veterans and deliver on 
the promises, the benefits that they 
have earned. We need to make sure 
that we end veterans’ homelessness. 
Whether it be ensuring timely access 
to quality healthcare, enabling the 
pursuit of educational opportunities, or 
providing the tools to start their own 
business, let us reaffirm to our vet-
erans that they will have the support 
and the services that they need fol-
lowing their service. 

To all our veterans, thank you for 
your service. May God bless you, and 
may God continue to bless the United 
States of America. 

f 

b 1715 

RECOGNIZING WEST LUTHERAN 
HIGH SCHOOL FOR PATRIOTISM 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the patriotism of 
West Lutheran High School in Plym-
outh, Minnesota, and their annual Vet-
erans Day celebration. 

Every day, the students at West Lu-
theran recite the Pledge of Allegiance, 
even when they did not have enough 
flags for their classrooms. So the sen-
ior American Government class raised 
$1,200 to purchase flags that will honor 
their alumni who have answered the 
call to serve in uniform. 

The West Lutheran Veterans Day 
ceremony is now a central part of life 
in the Plymouth community, and every 
year they recognize contributions and 
sacrifices made by those in uniform. 
This year, veterans will be treated to 
breakfast, the music of the West Lu-
theran band, and remarks by Tom War-
ren, Sr., a veteran of the U.S. Army 
and Operation Desert Storm. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I commend the West 
Lutheran community for keeping this 
tradition alive, and I also thank our 
veterans for the selfless acts of courage 
that keep our country safe. 

f 

THE STATE OF AMERICA’S VOTING 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, 17 years 
ago, the United States began a 2- 

month-long crash course in voting ma-
chines and election infrastructure. The 
2000 Presidential election opened our 
eyes to the fact that voting equipment 
in most places was out-of-date and un-
safe. 

We didn’t learn the lessons of 2000, 
and in 2017, America’s election infra-
structure remains in a bad state. We 
must act immediately. 

First, we need to help all local and 
State governments replace their out-
dated paperless machines with more se-
cure systems. 

Second, we need to require post-
election audits of all paper records to 
make sure that the results tabulated 
by voting machines have not been 
hacked. 

Third, we need to help election offi-
cials at the local level upgrade their 
database and election infrastructure to 
protect against all cyber attacks. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting all efforts to 
modernize and protect our voting infra-
structure and legislation dealing with 
cyber attacks. 

f 

CELEBRATING MONTANA’S 
STATEHOOD 

(Mr. GIANFORTE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a special place: 
Montana. 

From our snowcapped mountains to 
our nearly endless prairies, Montana is 
an awe-inspiring place of tremendous 
beauty. We call it Big Sky Country, 
the Treasure State, the Last Best 
Place, and we call it home. 

When Montana first became a terri-
tory in 1864, it was the Wild West. Pros-
pectors, cattle ranchers, and settlers 
overcame scorching sun and blistering 
cold to establish our Nation’s 41st 
State. 

But there is something even more 
special than the beauty of an eastern 
Montana sunset or being knee-deep in a 
crystal-clear mountain stream. It is 
the people of Montana. Montanans are 
kind, warm, generous, and hard-
working people. 

On November 8, 1889, our special 
place became part of something even 
more special, the land of the free and 
the home of the brave. Today, Mon-
tanans celebrate the 128th anniversary 
of our statehood. 

f 

OUR MILITARY OPERATIONS IN 
NIGER 

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
sound the alarm about our military op-
erations in Niger. 

On October 4, four U.S. Army Special 
Operations Forces were tragically 
killed on a mission in Niger. My deep-

est condolences to the families of these 
fallen heroes. 

This is a mission, Mr. Speaker, which 
Congress still knows nothing about. 
And as recently as last week, Secre-
taries Tillerson and Mattis testified be-
fore the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee on this tragedy. But one 
question remains unanswered: Why 
were our servicemembers in Niger? 

It is outrageous that Congress has 
been left in the dark about these oper-
ations. At a minimum, we should have 
some basic knowledge of the missions 
we are asking servicemembers to risk 
their lives for. 

Myself and others sent a bipartisan 
letter to the administration demanding 
that President Trump seek authoriza-
tion ahead of any future military oper-
ations in Niger. 

It is not just Niger. Speaker RYAN 
needs to stop blocking a debate and 
vote on these ongoing wars. The people 
deserve answers. 

What is the holdup, Mr. Speaker? 
What are you afraid of? Why don’t you 
want the American people to know? 

Congress, yes, is missing in action. 
We owe it to our servicemembers and 
our constituents to have a debate and a 
vote on these ongoing wars. Congress 
needs to do its job. 

f 

RECOGNIZING COLONEL BEN 
MARGOLIUS AND MR. AL EATON, 
FOUNDERS OF THE SOUTHERN 
TIER VETERANS SUPPORT 
GROUP 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Colonel Ben 
Margolius and Mr. Al Eaton, founders 
of the Southern Tier Veterans Support 
Group. 

Ben is a veteran of the Army, serving 
as the chief of joint operations for the 
U.S. Transportation Command and 
holding leadership positions at 
USCENTCOM, USEUCOM, and 
USTRANSCOM. 

Al is a veteran of the Navy and, like 
my son, a graduate of the U.S. Naval 
Academy, having served as a naval 
flight officer on P–3 Orions, performing 
antisubmarine warfare and surface sur-
veillance missions. 

After their military service, Ben and 
Al saw a great need to provide help to 
veterans where other agencies could 
not. This started informally, with Ben 
and Al getting donations and support 
where they could, until the Southern 
Tier Veterans Support Group was 
formed officially in August of 2011. 

Today, Ben and Al’s work has 
brought over 70 community partners 
together to assist veterans and their 
families, with 425 veterans receiving 
$65,000 in assistance since 2016. 

Thank you, Ben and Al, for your 
service and for all that your organiza-
tion has done to help our veterans. 

Go Navy. 
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