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Mr. Speaker, this Veterans Day 

comes as services for veterans are im-
proving both on a national level and lo-
cally in Alabama’s Second Congres-
sional District. I have been impressed 
by the leadership of the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs, Dr. David Shulkin. 
He has been making the long-troubled 
department work better for those it 
serves. 

Closer to home for me, the Central 
Alabama Veterans Health Care System 
has improved its service rating and 
now ranks three out of five stars. This 
is encouraging news, especially consid-
ering that just a few short years ago 
the Central Alabama VA was one of the 
Nation’s worst. Our VA now has the 
steady leadership of Dr. Linda Boyle, 
and there is no question that her guid-
ance has made a difference in making 
this sustained progress. 
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I am eager to see it continue. We still 
have significant issues to address at 
our Central Alabama VA, which is why 
I will remain actively engaged in work-
ing to turn around the system. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct honor 
to represent a district that is home to 
one of the Nation’s highest concentra-
tions of veterans and retired military 
personnel. One of the most rewarding 
parts of this job is being able to advo-
cate for those who have served this Na-
tion in uniform. 

I take my responsibility to look after 
veterans very seriously, whether push-
ing for better policies or fighting to 
improve access to the VA medical serv-
ices or going to bat on behalf of some-
one the bureaucracy has left behind. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I would like to close 
by extending my sincere gratitude to 
everyone who has served this country 
and their families. Our country is great 
because of the men and women who 
were willing to sacrifice on our behalf. 

f 

THE ESTATE TAX 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. BARR) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to share the amazing story of Rick 
Corman, the hardworking, hard-charg-
ing founder of R.J. Corman Railroad 
Group in Nicholasville, Kentucky, in 
my district. Rick’s life story is an ex-
ample of the American Dream, and his 
tireless spirit, grit, determination, and 
generosity benefited not only the em-
ployees of R.J. Corman, but an entire 
community. 

Unfortunately, because of America’s 
broken Tax Code, the abilities of entre-
preneurs like Rick are compromised, 
and the estate tax, in particular, 
threatens the future ability of the R.J. 
Corman Railroad Group to continue to 
drive economic growth, employment, 
and charitable giving in Kentucky. 

This story is timely. As Congress 
takes on the task of reforming our bro-
ken Tax Code over the next few weeks, 
critics will undoubtedly protest that 

this plan is a tax cut for the rich, and 
they will cite our changes to the estate 
tax as an example. But as the story of 
Rick Corman reveals, the estate tax is 
not a tax on the wealthy as much as it 
is an unfair penalty on hard work, jobs, 
charity, upward mobility, and the 
American Dream. 

In 1973, after growing up in a low-in-
come, five-room house with no interior 
bathroom, Rick Corman started his 
company immediately following high 
school graduation with nothing more 
than a dump truck, a backhoe, and a 
tenacious spirit. Driven by his remark-
able operator skills, and then by his 
commitment to safe and reliable serv-
ice, Rick was able to become a trusted 
provider in the railroad industry. 

But his success would not have been 
possible without the assistance early in 
his career from Luther Deaton, a com-
munity banker for what is now called 
Central Bank in Kentucky. As Rick 
grew his company, he faced debts and 
cash flow problems. He struggled to get 
a loan. As Luther said: He had a good 
company; he just faced a cash crunch. 

But Rick invited Luther to the site 
of a coal train derailment inside a tun-
nel in the middle of the night to show 
his work; and Rick, recalling the epi-
sode, laughed because he had gotten his 
banker filthy and covered in coal dust. 
But after that experience and seeing 
how hard Rick worked, Luther knew 
that this man would not fail. So Rick 
was then able to secure character- 
based loans that allowed his company 
to thrive because his community bank-
er was willing to take a risk on him 
based on what he knew about his busi-
ness and Rick’s drive to succeed. 

Today, this type of loan would never 
be allowed under the overly restricted 
Dodd-Frank law, but those loans 
proved to be essential for the growth of 
Rick’s company and ultimately highly 
profitable for the bank. 

Without access to capital, today’s en-
trepreneurs are prohibited from doing 
what Rick Corman did. Over 40 years 
he grew his company into what is 
today known as R.J. Corman Railroad 
Group, continuously investing profits 
back into his business, into its work-
ers, and into the surrounding commu-
nity. 

Today, R.J. Corman has field offices 
in 23 States. The company serves all 
seven class I railroads, many regional 
and short line railroads, as well as var-
ious rail-served industries. 

Rick grew the company into what it 
is today by treating all of his workers 
well, working alongside them, and 
never asking them to do a job that 
Rick himself was unable or incapable 
of doing himself. The company’s diver-
sity and investment in people gave it 
the ability to service all aspects of the 
freight railroad industry at any scale. 
The company has been critical to re-
storing service when class I railroads 
are devastated by flooding or storms 
like Hurricanes Katrina, Harvey, or 
Irma. 

But now the future success of this 
company is threatened by the estate 

tax, also known as the death tax. In 
2013, Rick Corman passed away after a 
heroic 12-year battle with cancer. It re-
sulted in the transfer of his life’s work 
to a living trust. More than anything, 
Rick had an intense appreciation for 
the hard work and loyalty of his em-
ployees who had been and continue to 
be an integral part of the company’s 
success, and he wanted to ensure that 
he protected their jobs into the future. 

Since Rick’s passing, the trust has 
continued to reinvest cash into the 
company, as he intended, and the com-
pany continues to operate and help 
those who have benefited from it. The 
company has invested nearly $110 mil-
lion in capital assets, and employment 
has grown by 53 percent, nearly 450 
jobs. The company has donated more 
than $2.5 million to charitable causes 
since Rick’s passing. 

But due to the estate tax, the com-
pany has yet to feel the full impact of 
the tax. But starting in 2019, nearly 30 
percent of its annual cash flow will be 
pulled from the company as a result. 
This will significantly impact R.J. 
Corman’s ability to create jobs, pur-
chase equipment, and donate to char-
ity. The leadership of the company now 
tells me that the government will actu-
ally lose revenue because the company 
will not be able to grow and create jobs 
that would produce more revenue than 
the estate tax will produce. 

This is an example of why it is so im-
portant we end this unfair tax. The 
death tax destroys intergenerational 
small businesses and family farms 
throughout the Nation owned by people 
who started with literally nothing and 
worked their entire life to build a suc-
cessful company and jobs. 

So as we look at the estate tax and 
tax reform in the coming weeks, I hope 
my colleagues will remember the story 
of Rick Corman. These families and 
these businesses should not have to 
fear triple taxation from Washington 
just because someone passes away. 

Our bill immediately delivers relief 
from this tax, and I hope that we will 
pass a repeal of the estate tax to honor 
entrepreneurs, job creators, and philan-
thropists like Rick Corman. 
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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 51 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Chaplain Michael J. Halyard, South 
Texas Veterans Health Care System, 
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San Antonio, Texas, offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

Merciful and loving God, source of 
life and constant guide to Your people, 
we ask Your blessings on our esteemed 
Representatives as they continue to 
help govern a course for our Nation and 
its citizens. 

In these days of disrepute and impro-
priety, keep them steadfast in their de-
liberations. Inspire them to continue in 
their journey to promote the values 
upon which this great Nation was 
founded: justice, liberty, equality, free-
dom, and peace. 

As Your blessings of goodness tran-
scend into a dynamic of creativity, 
help us to see signs of hope born of pain 
as we often find ourselves present in 
the midst of uncertainty and suffering. 

May the vacuous space left by stains 
of catastrophic occurrences open the 
minds and hearts of all to deeper com-
passion and a new level of human un-
derstanding. 

May all that is done here today be for 
our American democracy while reflect-
ing Your resplendent honor and glory. 

Amen. 
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THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 

rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. PITTENGER) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PITTENGER led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 
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WELCOMING CHAPLAIN MICHAEL 
J. HALYARD 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. RUTH-
ERFORD) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise today to introduce my colleagues 

to our guest chaplain for the U.S. 
House of Representatives, Reverend 
Captain Michael Halyard of Jackson-
ville, Florida—previously of Jackson-
ville, Florida, I should say. Upon his 
return from Iraq just recently, he has 
been deployed to San Antonio, Texas, 
and that is a loss for northeast Florida. 

Reverend Halyard is a respected com-
munity leader who is devoted to his 
community, country, family, and faith. 
Reverend Halyard serves as a staff 
chaplain at Community Hospice of 
Northeast Florida, and he served as an 
assistant pastor at the United Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Jackson-
ville. He is also a member of the Flor-
ida National Guard, where he has 
served as the combat veteran battalion 
chaplain since 2009. 

Reverend Halyard leads his church 
and his community by serving his Na-
tion, leading worship services, and by 
providing support for grieving families. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues 
today to welcome Reverend Halyard. 
May God bless him and our Nation, and 
especially those who he will be serving 
in Texas, particularly Sutherland 
Springs, Texas, today. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HOLLINGSWORTH). The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further requests for 1- 
minute speeches on each side of the 
aisle. 

f 

EXTEND TEMPORARY PROTECTED 
STATUS FOR HAITIANS AND 
HONDURANS 
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
the administration has announced that 
it will terminate temporary protected 
status, or TPS, for Nicaragua while ex-
tending the immigration protection for 
Honduras for merely 6 months. In the 
coming weeks, an announcement on 
Haiti’s TPS designation is expected. 

I am greatly worried about these de-
cisions because over 100,000 Hondurans 
and Haitians legally residing in our 
communities could be deported and 
forced to go back to the instability and 
chaos in their home countries. 

For years, the United States has been 
providing necessary funding for Hon-
duras, which is still struggling with 
crime and security challenges, and for 
Haiti, which continues to be impacted 
by devastating natural disasters. This 
is precisely why Congress enacted TPS: 
so that we can provide a safe haven to 
those who are unable to securely re-
turn to their home countries. 

Mr. Speaker, the decision to send 
these individuals back would be a set-
back to our bilateral relations with 
those nations while tearing these fami-
lies apart. 

I strongly urge the administration to 
extend TPS for Hondurans and Hai-
tians residing in our beautiful country. 

INHUMANE TREATMENT OF THE 
UNDOCUMENTED CANNOT BE RE-
WARDED 

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to shed light on the appalling 
state of our Nation’s immigration de-
tention centers. 

Devoid of health services and basic 
medical standards, these ICE facilities 
are cruel and inhumane. Suicide rates 
are high, children and families are 
traumatized, and LGBT detainees are 
subject to alarming rates of abuse. 

These centers are also very expen-
sive. Daily operations cost $165 per de-
tainee, and $2 billion, annually, despite 
detention alternatives that can cost as 
little as $9 a day. 

Yet even with this track record, ICE 
funding has nearly doubled from the 
Bush administration to today, and 
transparency has fallen by the wayside 
under the current administration, all 
while conditions continue to deterio-
rate. 

Inhumane treatment of the undocu-
mented cannot be rewarded with re-
peated budget increases. It goes 
against our country’s most funda-
mental values and cannot continue. We 
must cut ICE’s budget until these con-
cerns are addressed. 
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CELEBRATING JEAN GAINES’ 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY AT GENEVA 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mrs. Jean Gaines for 
her 40 years of service at the Geneva 
Chamber of Commerce, most recently 
as their president. Under her leader-
ship, the chamber has grown substan-
tially, to the benefit of our community 
and to the State of Illinois. 

To those who know Jean Gaines, she 
is described as intelligent, alert, and 
fun-loving, a good mix of qualities to 
steer the board of directors through 
many challenges. 

Through hard work, she has devel-
oped multiple festivals and business ac-
tivities, including the Festival of the 
Vine and the opening of the Geneva 
Visitor Center. 

Her contributions have made the 
chamber of commerce a vibrant organi-
zation and a model for many other 
chambers throughout the State of Illi-
nois and throughout the country. 

Her family has also had a hand in the 
chamber’s success. Her husband, John; 
daughter, Kristine; son-in-law, Jerry 
Holtz; son, Mark; and grandsons, Jack 
and Luke Holtz, have all worked in 
countless events in their support of our 
local business community. 

Jean, congratulations on 40 great 
years of service. Your hard work helps 
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