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guess it depends upon your definition
of middle class.

Eighty percent of the benefits flow to
those who earn over $400,000 a year.
Perhaps that is middle class to that
side of the aisle.

They repealed the alternative min-
imum tax. We have only seen one
Trump tax return: $31 million. Eighty
percent of his taxes were a result of the
alternative minimum tax. That is a
middle class tax cut?

Oh, then slashing permanently the
corporate rate to 43 percent, that is
going to really benefit the middle
class. They pretend somehow that is
going to raise salaries. Give me a
break.

Then, under the guise of family farms
and small businesses, small businesses
and family farms, between $11 million
and $22 million will no longer pay an
inheritance tax. That is middle class?

All of these things are going to drive
up the debt by $2 trillion, which raises
interest rates for everybody who has to
borrow money to go to college, buy a
car, or buy a house.

Oh, and if you want to go to college,
you can’t deduct your student loan in-
terest anymore.

Adopt a kid? No, we did away with
that deduction, too.

This is a ruse by the public. We have
to Kkill this turkey before Thanks-
giving.

HONORING WAYNESVILLE HIGH

SCHOOL FRESHMAN MENTOR
COUNCIL
(Mrs. HARTZLER asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to recognize some outstanding high
school students from my district in
Missouri, who have displayed a deep
appreciation and respect for our Armed
Forces.

Before the last regular season varsity
football home game, members of the
Waynesville High School Freshman
Mentor Council presented pocket flags
to the 763rd Ordnance Company, who
will soon be deploying. The students
also presented the pocket flags to
Waynesville High School’s Partners in
Education, the 787th Military Police
Battalion and 3rd Battalion, 10th In-
fantry Regiment, to share with deploy-
ing soldiers.

The flags are part of the Pocket Flag
Project, which provides military per-
sonnel on the front lines with personal
pocket flags. Waynesville High School
freshmen folded the flags and wrote
personalized messages to accompany
each flag on Patriot Day.

I applaud these students for taking
the initiative to honor our men and
women in uniform. With young people
like these walking down the halls of
schools, I am certain America has a
bright future.
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PROTECT WIND ENERGY
INVESTMENT

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, as
time goes on, people are going to have
a chance to look at the details of the
Republican tax plan. It is clear that
the benefits are concentrated to those
who need help the least, ignoring those
who need help the most, and producing
an unaffordable deficit in the future.

But one of the most disturbing ele-
ments of this is that the Republican
plan would gut the agreement that we
negotiated in good faith with the wind
energy industry to be able to wean
them off tax subsidies. It was phased
down in exchange for that certainty.
The industry has up to $560 billion that
is at risk by having the Federal Gov-
ernment pull the rug out from under-
neath them.

We were well on the path towards
sustainability with a clean American
bill—low carbon energy. It puts at risk
50,000 jobs as a result of the reversal in
course, and it raises questions for
American business whether or not they
can trust the American Congress to
keep a deal.

This is an element that must be
changed. We must respect the agree-
ment that we made and protect the
massive investment in manufacturing
and employment.

———

TAX REFORM ISN'T ABOUT PER-
CENTAGES, IT IS ABOUT PEOPLE

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today because, when we talk
about the Tax Code, it is easy to get
bogged down in numbers. But tax re-
form isn’t about percentages, it is
about people.

It is about small-business owners like
Sean Register, in Georgia’s First Con-
gressional District, who wants to grow
his business that has been his passion
for much of his life.

Mr. Register is the sole owner of Reg-
ister International, a shipping business
in Bryan County, Georgia: a type of
business very important to the Coastal
Empire’s economy.

Mr. Register worked hard to guide
his business through the 2008 financial
crisis, but, in the economic downturn,
was forced to lay off employees, leav-
ing himself as the only one remaining.
Now, he would like to hire employees
but needs a little push to be able to af-
ford the extra help.

With our tax reform plan, Mr. Reg-
ister will have the ability to grow his
business and provide much-needed jobs
to citizens in the First District.

Tax reform has many faces, more
than 300 million, and every single one
of them inspires our work in Congress
as progrowth tax reform. We will get
this done for them.
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REPUBLICAN VISION FOR TAX
REFORM NOT PRETTY

(Ms. ESHOO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, yesterday,
Republicans unveiled their vision for
tax reform, and it is not pretty.

The proposal raises taxes on the mid-
dle class and showers the wealthiest 1
percent of our country with 80 percent
of the benefits, at a total cost of $1.5
trillion charged to our Nation’s credit
card.

The plan should be called ‘“‘Hurt the
Middle Class Act.”

It eliminates personal deductions for
medical expenses; it eliminates the de-
ductibility of interest paid on student
loans; it eliminates the deductibility of
State and local income taxes, again,
raising taxes on the middle class; and
to add insult to injury, the proposal
eliminates the deduction for personal
property losses from one natural dis-
aster fire.

Now, in California, we just experi-
enced the worst fires in California’s
history. Over 14,000 people lost their
homes, at a cost of at least $3 billion.
The heck with them.

When policies weaken the middle
class, the backbone of our country,
they weaken our entire country. The
President said tax reform will be the
best Christmas present of all, but, for
the middle class, this bill will be one
lump of coal.

—————
SUPPORTING HEALTHY KIDS

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to support the CHAMPIONING
HEALTHY KIDS Act.

This important legislation continues
much-needed funding for programs like
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, community health centers, and
our rural hospitals.

Community health centers are a crit-
ical access point to care, and I have
seen firsthand how they bless each per-
son they serve.

In addition to community health cen-
ters, my district includes many rural
hospitals, which are truly a lifeline for
my constituents.

That is why I join my colleagues in
letters urging to delay the cuts for the
proposed disproportionate share of hos-
pital and community health centers for
at least 2 years. And I am happy to see
this legislation doing just that.

I won’t let Washington forget about
the rural communities at the heart of
my district. They deserve better.

And guess what? This bill is fully
paid for.

While delaying these cuts is a step in
the right direction, I will continue to
fight for a permanent solution.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the Energy and
Commerce Committee for their work,
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and I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this bill.

CUTTING TAXES FOR THE
SUPERRICH AT THE EXPENSE OF
EVERYONE ELSE

(Mrs. DEMINGS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my strong opposition
to the Republican deal to cut taxes for
the superrich at the expense of every-
one else.

Apparently, Republicans believe the
American people are just too distracted
to recognize a con game when they see
one. But make no mistake, the Repub-
lican plan is about giving tax breaks to
the largest corporations and the
superrich. It is not about the middle
class or people who have to go to work
every day. If working families had an
opportunity to read the fine print, they
would see that this bill has nothing to
do with them.

Don’t be fooled. The money needed to
make this plan work has to come from
somewhere. It will hurt working Amer-
icans and will cause our deficit to ex-
plode.

The strength of our country requires
investing in people: so our children can
have a better future, so their parents
can have better jobs, so small busi-
nesses can thrive, and so seniors can
retire with dignity. That is the Amer-
ica that we want, and that is the Amer-
ican promise we must keep.

—————

ENSURING THE HEALTH OF OUR
NATION’S CHILDREN

(Mr. BROWN of Maryland asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, 20 years ago, Congress enacted with
strong, bipartisan support the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program.

It fulfilled one of the highest respon-
sibilities we have, which is to ensure
the health and well-being of our Na-
tion’s children. Children without
health insurance are less healthy, they
go to the emergency room for chronic
conditions like asthma and diabetes,
and they do worse in school.

The program is extremely successful,
increasing insurance coverage for chil-
dren to 95 percent nationwide. Because
of this, 138,000 Maryland children—and
more than 8 million around the coun-
try—have received routine checkups,
vaccinations, sick visits, prescriptions,
dental and vision care, and emergency
services.

We should not only reauthorize CHIP
but work together to ensure every
child in America has insurance.

Instead, the Republican Party is
breaking the history of bipartisanship
that CHIP has long enjoyed. Repub-
licans are forcing us to choose between
insuring kids and taking away cov-
erage from 700,000 low-income Ameri-
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cans, raising premiums on seniors, and
cutting the Prevention and Public
Health Fund.

Mr. Speaker, let’s stop playing poli-
tics with the healthcare of our chil-
dren.

————
O 0915

COMMUNITY HEALTH AND MED-
ICAL PROFESSIONALS IMPROVE
OUR NATION ACT OF 2017

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 601, I call up the
bill (H.R. 3922) to extend funding for
certain public health programs, and for
other purposes, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BYRNE). Pursuant to House Resolution
601, in lieu of the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by
the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce printed in the bill, the amend-
ment printed in part A of House Report
115-382, modified by the amendment
printed in part B of the report, is
adopted, and the bill, as amended, is
considered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 3922

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Continuing
Community Health And Medical Professional
Programs to Improve Our Nation, Increase
National Gains, and Help Ensure Access for
Little Ones, Toddlers, and Hopeful Youth by
Keeping Insurance Delivery Stable Act of
2017 or the ‘<“CHAMPIONING HEALTHY
KIDS Act”.

SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

The table of contents for this Act is as fol-

lows:

Sec. 1. Short title.
Sec. 2. Table of contents.

DIVISION A—CHAMPION ACT
Sec. 100. Short title.

TITLE I—EXTENSION OF PUBLIC HEALTH
PROGRAMS

Sec. 101. Extension for community health
centers, the National Health
Service Corps, and teaching
health centers that operate
GME programs.

Extension for special diabetes pro-
grams.

Extension for family-to-family
health information centers.
Youth empowerment program; per-

sonal responsibility education.

TITLE II—-OFFSETS

Providing for qualified health plan
grace period requirements for
issuer receipt of advance pay-
ments of cost-sharing reduc-
tions and premium tax credits
that are more consistent with
State law grace period require-
ments.

202. Prevention

Fund.

DIVISION B—HEALTHY KIDS ACT
300. Short title.

Sec. 102.

Sec. 103.

Sec. 104.

Sec. 201.

Sec. and Public Health

Sec.
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TITLE I—CHIP EXTENSION AND OTHER
MEDICAID AND CHIP PROVISIONS
Sec. 301. Five-year funding extension of the
Children’s Health Insurance

Program.

Extension of certain programs and
demonstration projects.

Extension of outreach and enroll-
ment program.

Extension and reduction of addi-
tional Federal financial partici-
pation for CHIP.

Modifying reductions in Medicaid
DSH allotments.

Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands
Medicaid payments.

TITLE II—OFFSETS
Medicaid third party liability pro-

visions.

Treatment of lottery winnings and
other lump-sum income for pur-
poses of income eligibility
under Medicaid.

403. Adjustments to Medicare Part B
and Part D premium subsidies
for higher income individuals.

DIVISION A—CHAMPION ACT
SEC. 100. SHORT TITLE.

This division may be cited as the ‘“‘Commu-
nity Health And Medical Professionals Im-
prove Our Nation Act of 2017 or the “‘CHAM-
PION Act”.

TITLE I—EXTENSION OF PUBLIC HEALTH

PROGRAMS
SEC. 101. EXTENSION FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH
CENTERS, THE NATIONAL HEALTH
SERVICE CORPS, AND TEACHING
HEALTH CENTERS THAT OPERATE
GME PROGRAMS.

(a) COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS FUND-
ING.—Section 10503(b)(1)(E) of the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act (42
U.S.C. 2564b-2(b)(1)(E)) is amended by striking
2017 and inserting ‘‘2019”’.

(b) OTHER COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS
PROVISIONS.—Section 330 of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254b) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (b)(1)(A)(ii), by striking
‘“‘abuse’ and inserting ‘‘use disorder’’;

(2) in subsection (b)(2)(A), by striking
““abuse’ and inserting ‘‘use disorder’’;

(3) in subsection (¢)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking subpara-
graphs (B) through (D);

(B) by striking ‘‘(1) IN GENERAL’ and all
that follows through ‘‘The Secretary’ and
inserting the following:

‘(1) CENTERS.—The Secretary’’; and

(C) in paragraph (1), as amended, by redes-
ignating clauses (i) through (v) as subpara-
graphs (A) through (E) and moving the mar-
gin of each of such redesignated subpara-
graph 2 ems to the left;

(4) by striking subsection (d) and inserting
the following:

“(d) IMPROVING QUALITY OF CARE.—

‘(1) SUPPLEMENTAL AWARDS.—The Sec-
retary may award supplemental grant funds
to health centers funded under this section
to implement evidence-based models for in-
creasing access to high-quality primary care
services, which may include models related
to—

“‘(A) improving the delivery of care for in-
dividuals with multiple chronic conditions;

‘(B) workforce configuration;

‘(C) reducing the cost of care;

‘(D) enhancing care coordination;

‘“(BE) expanding the use of telehealth and
technology-enabled collaborative learning
and capacity building models;

‘“(F) care integration, including integra-
tion of behavioral health, mental health, or
substance use disorder services; and

“(G) addressing emerging public health or
substance use disorder issues to meet the

Sec. 302.

Sec. 303.

Sec. 304.

Sec. 305.

Sec. 306.

Sec. 401.

Sec. 402.

Sec.
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