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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
have often said that, even though the
sun is shining after hurricanes and
storms, the people are still hurting.
Houston is resilient—and I might just
say, ‘‘Go Astros”—but I think it is im-
portant to talk about those who are
impacted by Hurricane Harvey.

I rise to help FEMA, because there is
a large percentage of denials in my dis-
trict. I believe that there should be a
large promotion, if you will, informa-
tional provision to indicate to people
the process for appealing FEMA deni-
als.

FEMA, itself, admits that many
times the denials are based upon tech-
nical issues, that they should go to dis-
aster recovery centers; but no one
knows that if there is not a massive ef-
fort of information, number one.

Number two, there are still in the
thousands of homes in and around my
district and in Texas that are waiting
for FEMA inspectors.

I have offered suggestions. Those sug-
gestions should be taken up: college
students, using resources of finding
temporary employees, people who are
already working but may have the
skills to spend some hours as a FEMA
inspector.

In my phone are so many pictures of
homes with garbage outside, people’s
belongings. It is now garbage. It is
their belongings. It is their life out on
the front steps of their home. They are
waiting for an inspector. The New York
Times article says they are waiting for
an inspector.

FEMA, let’s work together. People
are hurting. That should be part of our
recovery and our appropriation coming
up.

———

NORTH KOREA HAS WON THE
TITLE: A STATE SPONSOR OF
TERRORISM

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
saber-rattling rogue regime of North
Korea should be back on the state
sponsors of terrorism list, and here is
why:

This year, the North Korean regime
kidnapped, tortured, and killed Amer-
ican citizen Otto Warmbier.

In 2014, North Korea launched a cyber
terrorist attack against Sony Pictures.
A U.S. court also found, in 2014, that
North Korea materially supported ter-
rorist attacks by Hezbollah in Israel.

In 2010, another court found that
North Korea provided support for the
terrorist organization the Japanese
Red Army for their 1972 attack at an
Israeli airport.

In 2009 alone, there were three weap-
ons shipments from North Korea to
terrorist groups like Hezbollah and
Hamas.

U.S. officials have said North Korea
aided Assad the Butcher by setting up
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a nuclear reactor that was destroyed
by Israel in 2007.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear, North Korea
is a state sponsor of terrorism, so let’s
let them officially wear the title along
with their buddy, Iran.

And that is just the way it is.
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MIDDLE CLASS AMERICANS ARE
SICK AND TIRED

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, middle
class Americans are sick and tired;
sick and tired of footing the bill so
that rich-folk millionaires and billion-
aires can get another tax break.

The Republicans’ proposed tax re-
form plan is nothing but a tax cut for
rich folks. It translates to increasing
taxes for the poor and middle class
families in our country. That means
that families already struggling to
make ends meet will have a tougher
time making that car note, that mort-
gage, and gaining nothing in return.

As a country, the GOP billionaire tax
cut plan steals hundreds of billions of
dollars from the U.S. Treasury. That
means that we can’t make crucial in-
vestments in infrastructure, job train-
ing, or research and development that
would help give people a good-paying
job.

Reducing our tax base also translates
into cuts to popular programs like
Medicare. You know how much every-
body likes that.

The American people want tax re-
form, but not a plan that would lit-
erally jeopardize families’ livelihoods.
We must put middle class families first
in this country, and the GOP tax plan
fails to do that. We can and must do
better for the American people.

———
LIFE IS WASHABLE PROVIDES
FRIENDLY ACCESS SENSORY

SAFETY KITS

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Life Is Washable, an
organization that provides comfort and
support to individuals suffering from
sensory processing disorders.

Locally, through their partnership
with the Jim and Juli Boeheim Foun-
dation, Life Is Washable provides
friendly access sensory safety kits at
sporting events and concerts across the
region.

Often, guests suffering from a sen-
sory disorder or a medical condition
that impacts the senses, including au-
tism or dementia, find it difficult to
enjoy loud, brightly lit events.

The tools in these Kkits range from
earmuffs to antiglare glasses, and help
ensure that those with sensory needs
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can enjoy a sporting event or concert
comfortably without the usual burdens
they experience. This innovative ap-
proach has helped improve the quality
of these events for those with sensory
disorders across the country.

So far, several major venues in New
York have begun using these kits, in-
cluding the Veterans Memorial Arena
in Binghamton and the Carrier Dome
in Syracuse.

We are grateful to Life Is Washable
for the important steps their staff has
taken locally to reduce the burdens on
those suffering from a sensory proc-
essing disorder.

——

WE NEED TO BAN BUMP STOCKS

(Mrs. TORRES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, it has
been almost 1 month since the mass
shooting in Las Vegas occurred; 58
dead, more than 500 injured, many from
California—the deadliest shooting in
our history.

And here we are, 1 month later, and
I am ashamed to say that this Congress
has not taken a single action to pre-
vent the next shooting.

After the shooting, 64 Republicans
signed a letter to ATF, asking ATF to
regulate bump stocks. ATF just noti-
fied us that it could not act. It could
not act. The ball is back in our court.

Will those Members act now? Rep-
resentative CICILLINE has introduced a
commonsense bill to ban bump stocks.
If you signed the letter, you should co-
sponsor the bill. It is that simple. What
are you waiting for?

Mr. Speaker, there are some prob-
lems that we cannot solve, but this one
is not one of those.

——————

A FEDERAL GRANT PROGRAM TO
PROVIDE A SAFE HAVEN FOR
COMPANION ANIMALS

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, as
we continue to shed light on domestic
violence during this month of October,
I would like to highlight a bill, H.R.
909, the Pet and Women Safety Act.

This necessary bipartisan legislation
introduced by my friend Representa-
tive KATHERINE CLARK and I will estab-
lish a Federal grant program to provide
a safe haven for the companion animals
of domestic violence victims.

Studies show that almost half of do-
mestic violence survivors do not leave
their abusive relationships out of fear
of what would happen to their beloved
pets. When less than 5 percent of do-
mestic violence shelters are able to
house pets, it is no wonder why so
many victims choose to stay in these
relationships for as long as they do.

Our bill empowers these victims and
gives them the necessary resources to
help them step out of the shadow of
fear and uncertainty.
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Mr. Speaker, the Pet and Women
Safety Act now enjoys the bipartisan
support of 237 of our colleagues. I en-
courage every Member of Congress to
add their name to this legislation, and
I ask our leadership to bring H.R. 909
for a vote.

——————

THE DEBT BETRAYAL

(Mr. SOTO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, in 2010, Tea
Party Republicans were swept into of-
fice on a passionate plea to eliminate
the deficit, to reduce the national debt,
and to not pass on a great fiscal burden
to our children.

Upon election, they boldly formed
the Freedom Caucus, the fiscal watch-
dogs of the House. At the time, the na-
tional debt, in 2010, was $13 trillion,
and many were deeply concerned about
our Nation’s fiscal situation, and they
made a promise to do everything in
their power to rein in wasteful spend-
ing and to get government’s fiscal
House in order.

Now here we are in 2017, after nearly
7 years of a Republican-controlled Con-
gress, and the debt is over $20 trillion.
That is 7 years of a Republican-con-
trolled Congress and $7 trillion in addi-
tional debt.

Now we have a tax giveaway of an ad-
ditional $2.5 trillion to pass on to our
children. I ask all the so-called fiscal
conservatives in this Chamber, all the
so-called Freedom Caucus members,
where is your big talk about the debt
now? Is your desire to claim a victory
worth betraying your deepest prin-
ciples forever?

—————

THE GREATEST ANTIPOVERTY
PROGRAM IN ALL OF HUMAN
HISTORY

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about the greatest anti-
poverty program in all of human his-
tory: the free enterprise system. Maybe
the most remarkable achievement in
human history is the fact that, over
the last 40 years, about 80 percent of
the world’s worst poverty has been
eliminated.

We know the right combination of
smart investments in things like re-
search, education, infrastructure, and
defense; fewer burdensome regulations;
and simpler and fairer taxes creates
the perfect environment for growth and
innovation.

So far this year, we have secured in-
vestments in things like boosting pro-
grams for early childhood education
and Head Start, and medical research
at the NIH. We have done away with
job-killing regulations, saving hard-
working Americans billions in compli-
ance costs and millions of hours in pa-
perwork.
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Now we have the opportunity to re-
form our Tax Code to help millions of
Americans keep more of their hard-
earned money, help small businesses
create millions of new jobs, and help
millions rise out of poverty.

Mr. Speaker, now is the time to act.
Let’s get tax reform done and get tax
relief to those who need it the most.

———

BRING UP THE DREAM ACT

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, there are
so many different issues. We are talk-
ing about tax reform, but I want to go
back to an issue we have talked about
for several months now, and that is the
DREAMers.

I rise today to call on the House lead-
ership to bring up the Dream Act. The
DREAMers who came to this country
as children were brought by their par-
ents for a chance to pursue the Amer-
ican Dream.

These young Americans go to our
colleges and universities. They are our
teachers and doctors and serve in the
military, and we cannot afford to
upend the lives and dreams of these
800,000 DACA recipients—people like
Andres, a DREAMer who lives in my
district. He came to this country as a
child, and America is the only home he
knows. He attends school here, earned
his associate’s degree, and became a
building engineer. He built his personal
relationships in our country and con-
tributes every day to our society. His
work, his friends and family are all in
the United States. It would be a cruel
mistake to force him to give all that
up and send him back to a country he
doesn’t know.

Nearly 9 out of 10 Americans support
the DACA program. It is our responsi-
bility to the American people and to
the hundreds of thousands of young
DREAMers in this country to pass the
Dream Act now.

Mr. Speaker, we should do so as soon
as we can.

———

THE PRESIDENT’S CORRECT AND
NECESSARY DECERTIFICATION
OF THE JCPOA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. ZELDIN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the topic of my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
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Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this month, President Trump decerti-
fied the Iran nuclear deal. Tonight,
during this hour, several Members of
Congress will be speaking here on the
House floor about the President’s cor-
rect and necessary decertification, and
discussing the urgent need to address
Iran’s problematic nuclear and non-
nuclear activities.

The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion, JCPOA, otherwise known as the
Iran nuclear deal, is deeply flawed and
very one-sided for what is in it, and it
is fatally flawed and deeply one-sided
for what is not in it.

The so-called deal props up the wrong
regime in Iran, the world’s largest
state sponsor of terror, with a jackpot
of $150 billion of sanctions relief.

The United States made a slew of
permanent concessions in exchange for
temporary concessions on the part of
the Iranians—a point that comes into
greater focus as the sunset provisions
are analyzed.

This deal is not a pathway for how to
prevent Iran from acquiring a nuclear
weapon, it is a blueprint for exactly
how Iran can acquire a nuclear weapon.

We can and must do better. President
Obama said this agreement was not
built on trust, it was built on verifica-
tion. I am still waiting for an answer
on how you can support a deal based on
verification without knowing what the
verification regime is.

The verification agreement between
the TAEA and Iran still hasn’t been
submitted to Congress, and Secretary
Kerry has admitted that he never read
it.

We have learned, though, that Iran
collects some of their own soil samples
and inspects some of their own nuclear
sites. No U.S. inspectors are permitted
to participate in any of these inspec-
tions at all.

The verification regime must become
adequate and transparent, and Ameri-
cans should know what the verification
agreement is.

Since the JCPOA was entered into,
Iranian aggression in the Middle East,
Iraq, Syria, and elsewhere has only in-
creased. These bad activities have only
gotten worse since all of the leverage
that brought the Iranians to the table
was negotiated away in the JCPOA.

Iran has continued to illegally test
fire intercontinental ballistic missiles
and finance terror. They even seized
one of our naval vessels, subsequently
holding hostage and publicly embar-
rassing 10 American sailors.

Iran has committed to wiping Israel
off the map, and they chant, ‘“Death to
America,” in their streets on their
holidays, all while unjustly impris-
oning American citizens. They call
Israel ‘‘the little Satan’® and America
‘“‘the great Satan.” These are, unfortu-
nately, just a few of Iran’s bad activi-
ties.

It is so important to note that Iran
has not only violated the spirit of the
nuclear deal with its nonnuclear bad
activities, it has also violated the let-
ter of the deal. For example, Iran spins
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