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students to achieve higher education
and attend Young Harris College.

Dr. Coker was a generous man, and
he will be greatly missed.

——
TAX REFORM

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, day after day, the President
and congressional Republicans have
sought to frame their tax proposal as a
tax cut for hardworking middle class
families and not a tax cut for the
wealthiest Americans, even going so
far as to say it will not add to the def-
icit. Quite simply, they are trying to
sell the American people a dream that
will not become a reality.

In New Jersey alone, 25 percent of
the residents will see their taxes in-
crease by $2,400, annually. That means
one in four New Jerseyans are affected
by this failed strategy of trickle-down
economics.

These aren’t the very rich. I am talk-
ing about New Jersey’s regular work-
ing families. These New Jerseyans are
a part of the 47 million Americans that
will see a tax increase.

This horrific tax reform plan and the
rhetoric my Republican colleagues are
using to garner support is simply fake
news. It is a tax break for the wealthi-
est Americans.

I refuse to participate in the crip-
pling of the middle class and the work-
ing class and the halting of continued
growth of the American economy by
rubberstamping this billionaires-first
tax scheme.

————
TAX REFORM LISTENING TOUR

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, last
week in Minnesota, I conducted a tax
reform listening tour, visiting small
businesses in our community about
why tax reform is so important.
Throughout the tour, it was evident
that these small businesses were en-
thusiastic that tax reform means more

jobs, higher wages, and a stronger
economy.

Diversified Plastics in Brooklyn
Park, an employee-owned company

that manufactures and assembles plas-
tic injection products, said that being
able to immediately expense new
equipment will allow them to invest

more in their company and hire more
people.
Northstar Balloons in Plymouth,

which manufactures and distributes
foil party balloons, said that a Tax
Code that provides stability and pre-
dictability will allow them to invest in
their company with confidence.

Mr. Speaker, the message was clear:
fixing a broken Tax Code will help
small businesses hire more people, give
their employees a raise, and create a
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growing and a more competitive econ-
omy.

FILVETS

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, our
country is forever grateful for the serv-
ice and sacrifice of the over 200,000 Fili-
pino and Filipino-American soldiers
who bravely served our country during
World War II, heroes like Sixto Tabay,
the last living Filipino World War II
veteran on the Island of Kauai, whom I
had the good fortune to meet with re-
cently, people like him who fought
bravely and sacrificed greatly.

So many made the ultimate sacrifice
alongside our American troops in that
war, yet their service for decades has
gone unrecognized by our country.

Because of legislation that we passed,
today, a very special day, these war-
riors were finally receiving the rec-
ognition that they earned and deserve,
joining the heroic ranks of the likes of
the Tuskegee Airmen and Hawaii’s own
442nd 100th Infantry Battalion, as we
honored them in the U.S. Capitol with
the Congressional Gold Medal, our Na-
tion’s highest civilian honor.

To Major General Antonio Taguba,
the Filipino Veterans Recognition and
Education Project, and all of our World
War II Filipino veterans and their fam-
ilies who worked so hard and were so
patient in making today a reality,
““thank you very much to all of you,”
“maraming salamat sa inyong lahat.”

———

GERMAN-AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, October is German-Amer-
ican Heritage Month. I am co-chair of
the Congressional German-American
Caucus with Congressman BILL
KEATING, and our caucus highlights
German contributions to our country.

It is estimated that 50 million Ameri-
cans have German ancestry, and ac-
cording to the U.S. Census Bureau,
Germans are the largest single ethnic
group in the United States.

The caucus works to emphasize the
friendship and alliance between the
United States and Germany. We do so
through an Oktoberfest networking
event and through our support for pro-
grams like the Congress-Bundestag
Youth Exchange internship program.
The caucus also discusses timely topics
such as trade, security, and foreign af-
fairs and how they relate to our Ger-
man counterparts.

In the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, we have a proud German herit-
age. Frederick Muhlenberg, a German
immigrant and Lutheran pastor from
Pennsylvania, whose family also found-
ed Muhlenberg College, was the first
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Speaker of the House following the
signing of the new Constitution.

The caucus has more than 100 mem-
bers, and I urge all those who are inter-
ested in joining to do so today during
German-American Heritage Month.

————
DENOUNCING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday I was joined by many of our col-
leagues to echo the pleas of over 100
women who came dressed as brides here
to D.C. to put a face on the brutal mur-
der of Gladys Ricart, a victim of do-
mestic violence who was killed in 1999.
Yesterday I said that I was Gladys
Ricart and that we were all Gladys
Ricart.

While this was happening, Mr. Speak-
er, I am distressed to inform you that
a woman in my district in Inwood was
fatally stabbed to death and beaten
with a dumbbell by her long-time boy-
friend. Police officers found Claudina
Cruz dead, with multiple stab wounds
to the torso and head trauma.

She is also Gladys Ricart. We are all
Gladys Ricart.

I ask my colleagues to join me in de-
nouncing domestic violence for Gladys,
Claudina, and every victim of domestic
violence across the country. Congress
must reauthorize the Violence Against
Women Act when it comes before us
next year.

—————

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MALCOM RAN-
DALL VA MEDICAL CENTER

(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to cel-
ebrate the 50th anniversary of the
Malcom Randall VA Medical Center in
Gainesville, Florida.

Named after its first director, who
ran the hospital for 30 years, the
Malcom Randall VA Center first
opened its doors to our Nation’s vet-
erans on October 22, 1967. Since then, it
has grown from its original staff of 500
to be the centerpiece of our Nation’s
largest veterans health delivery sys-
tem.

Today, the Malcom Randall VA Cen-
ter serves over 140,000 veterans a year,
consists of 14 hospitals and clinics, and
acts as a teaching hospital in conjunc-
tion with the University of Florida
medical school and other affiliates.

The services Malcom Randall VA pro-
vides to our veterans cannot be over-
stated, and I am proud to know that
this institution is in my hometown.

Once again, congratulations to them
for reaching this milestone.

————
FEMA DENIALS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
have often said that, even though the
sun is shining after hurricanes and
storms, the people are still hurting.
Houston is resilient—and I might just
say, ‘‘Go Astros”—but I think it is im-
portant to talk about those who are
impacted by Hurricane Harvey.

I rise to help FEMA, because there is
a large percentage of denials in my dis-
trict. I believe that there should be a
large promotion, if you will, informa-
tional provision to indicate to people
the process for appealing FEMA deni-
als.

FEMA, itself, admits that many
times the denials are based upon tech-
nical issues, that they should go to dis-
aster recovery centers; but no one
knows that if there is not a massive ef-
fort of information, number one.

Number two, there are still in the
thousands of homes in and around my
district and in Texas that are waiting
for FEMA inspectors.

I have offered suggestions. Those sug-
gestions should be taken up: college
students, using resources of finding
temporary employees, people who are
already working but may have the
skills to spend some hours as a FEMA
inspector.

In my phone are so many pictures of
homes with garbage outside, people’s
belongings. It is now garbage. It is
their belongings. It is their life out on
the front steps of their home. They are
waiting for an inspector. The New York
Times article says they are waiting for
an inspector.

FEMA, let’s work together. People
are hurting. That should be part of our
recovery and our appropriation coming
up.

———

NORTH KOREA HAS WON THE
TITLE: A STATE SPONSOR OF
TERRORISM

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
saber-rattling rogue regime of North
Korea should be back on the state
sponsors of terrorism list, and here is
why:

This year, the North Korean regime
kidnapped, tortured, and killed Amer-
ican citizen Otto Warmbier.

In 2014, North Korea launched a cyber
terrorist attack against Sony Pictures.
A U.S. court also found, in 2014, that
North Korea materially supported ter-
rorist attacks by Hezbollah in Israel.

In 2010, another court found that
North Korea provided support for the
terrorist organization the Japanese
Red Army for their 1972 attack at an
Israeli airport.

In 2009 alone, there were three weap-
ons shipments from North Korea to
terrorist groups like Hezbollah and
Hamas.

U.S. officials have said North Korea
aided Assad the Butcher by setting up
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a nuclear reactor that was destroyed
by Israel in 2007.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear, North Korea
is a state sponsor of terrorism, so let’s
let them officially wear the title along
with their buddy, Iran.

And that is just the way it is.
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MIDDLE CLASS AMERICANS ARE
SICK AND TIRED

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, middle
class Americans are sick and tired;
sick and tired of footing the bill so
that rich-folk millionaires and billion-
aires can get another tax break.

The Republicans’ proposed tax re-
form plan is nothing but a tax cut for
rich folks. It translates to increasing
taxes for the poor and middle class
families in our country. That means
that families already struggling to
make ends meet will have a tougher
time making that car note, that mort-
gage, and gaining nothing in return.

As a country, the GOP billionaire tax
cut plan steals hundreds of billions of
dollars from the U.S. Treasury. That
means that we can’t make crucial in-
vestments in infrastructure, job train-
ing, or research and development that
would help give people a good-paying
job.

Reducing our tax base also translates
into cuts to popular programs like
Medicare. You know how much every-
body likes that.

The American people want tax re-
form, but not a plan that would lit-
erally jeopardize families’ livelihoods.
We must put middle class families first
in this country, and the GOP tax plan
fails to do that. We can and must do
better for the American people.

———
LIFE IS WASHABLE PROVIDES
FRIENDLY ACCESS SENSORY

SAFETY KITS

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Life Is Washable, an
organization that provides comfort and
support to individuals suffering from
sensory processing disorders.

Locally, through their partnership
with the Jim and Juli Boeheim Foun-
dation, Life Is Washable provides
friendly access sensory safety kits at
sporting events and concerts across the
region.

Often, guests suffering from a sen-
sory disorder or a medical condition
that impacts the senses, including au-
tism or dementia, find it difficult to
enjoy loud, brightly lit events.

The tools in these Kkits range from
earmuffs to antiglare glasses, and help
ensure that those with sensory needs
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can enjoy a sporting event or concert
comfortably without the usual burdens
they experience. This innovative ap-
proach has helped improve the quality
of these events for those with sensory
disorders across the country.

So far, several major venues in New
York have begun using these kits, in-
cluding the Veterans Memorial Arena
in Binghamton and the Carrier Dome
in Syracuse.

We are grateful to Life Is Washable
for the important steps their staff has
taken locally to reduce the burdens on
those suffering from a sensory proc-
essing disorder.

——

WE NEED TO BAN BUMP STOCKS

(Mrs. TORRES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, it has
been almost 1 month since the mass
shooting in Las Vegas occurred; 58
dead, more than 500 injured, many from
California—the deadliest shooting in
our history.

And here we are, 1 month later, and
I am ashamed to say that this Congress
has not taken a single action to pre-
vent the next shooting.

After the shooting, 64 Republicans
signed a letter to ATF, asking ATF to
regulate bump stocks. ATF just noti-
fied us that it could not act. It could
not act. The ball is back in our court.

Will those Members act now? Rep-
resentative CICILLINE has introduced a
commonsense bill to ban bump stocks.
If you signed the letter, you should co-
sponsor the bill. It is that simple. What
are you waiting for?

Mr. Speaker, there are some prob-
lems that we cannot solve, but this one
is not one of those.

——————

A FEDERAL GRANT PROGRAM TO
PROVIDE A SAFE HAVEN FOR
COMPANION ANIMALS

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, as
we continue to shed light on domestic
violence during this month of October,
I would like to highlight a bill, H.R.
909, the Pet and Women Safety Act.

This necessary bipartisan legislation
introduced by my friend Representa-
tive KATHERINE CLARK and I will estab-
lish a Federal grant program to provide
a safe haven for the companion animals
of domestic violence victims.

Studies show that almost half of do-
mestic violence survivors do not leave
their abusive relationships out of fear
of what would happen to their beloved
pets. When less than 5 percent of do-
mestic violence shelters are able to
house pets, it is no wonder why so
many victims choose to stay in these
relationships for as long as they do.

Our bill empowers these victims and
gives them the necessary resources to
help them step out of the shadow of
fear and uncertainty.
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