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Pastor Weaver has led missions to
Africa, serves as national president of a
500-church ecumenical association, and
board chairman of the oldest and larg-
est African-American community bank
in the national capital region.

Mr. Speaker, as Reverend Weaver
continues his service to our commu-
nity, I am confident that he will con-
tinue ‘‘to do justice, and to love kind-
ness, and to walk humbly with our
God.”

———

SPARTA, NORTH CAROLINA

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, Forbes mag-
azine recently discovered something
many of us have known for a long time,
which is that Sparta, North Carolina,
is a wonderful place to live and work.

Sparta, located in Alleghany County,
is a wonderful community made up of
people with vision, strong work ethic,
big hearts, and dreams.

Forbes encouraged young entre-
preneurs to move to seven locations
around the country—and, in particular,
to Sparta—for the high-speed fiber
internet and relatively low cost of liv-
ing. This would allow innovators and
job creators to live affordably and
work globally.

Mr. Speaker, this is a great reason to
move to Sparta, but it is not the only
reason. I urge entrepreneurs and fami-
lies to live in Sparta for the wonderful
quality of life, sense of community,
and incredible heart that makes this
town a wonderful place to call home.

———
BUDGET RESOLUTION

(Mrs. LAWRENCE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today, along with millions of middle
class Americans, to oppose the Repub-
lican budget resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support tax
reform. Unfortunately, this budget res-
olution is a partisan tax reform pack-
age. I support tax reform, which will
help lower taxes for low-income Ameri-
cans, I support tax reform that will re-
build our middle class, and I support
tax reform that simplifies the Tax Code
for small businesses. I will not support
a tax plan that disproportionately
gives advantages to the rich.

But, Mr. Speaker, this tax plan will
raise our deficit by $2.4 trillion over
the next decade. Mr. Speaker, this tax
plan will take away critical dollars
from an infrastructure bill that our
Nation so desperately needs.

We still have time. Let’s work to-
gether to do what is right for all Amer-
icans. Let’s work together and do what
is right for our country.

————
RECOGNIZING ANTHONY SMITH

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, 1 week
ago, I had the privilege of presenting a
Purple Heart to Mr. Anthony Smith of
Warsaw, Illinois, in my congressional
district.

During the Vietnam war, Anthony
served in the Army’s 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion. In 1968, on a particular bad day
for our troops, Anthony was able to
single-handedly take out several
enemy machine gun units, protecting
his fellow soldiers from harm and
death.

Anthony’s bravery on that day was
rewarded with a Bronze Star with
Valor, and with a Purple Heart, al-
though he was not given a physical
Purple Heart medal at the time. Al-
most 50 years later, our office worked
to help correct this, and it was one of
the highest honors of my time in office
to present Anthony Smith with this
well-deserved medal in front of a crowd
of his friends and family in Warsaw
last Tuesday, October 17.

I want to thank Anthony Smith for
his bravery and service to our country,
his dedication and commitment to our
military, and to the entire Warsaw
community for coming out to support
this true American hero. We are in-
debted to his service, and we honor him
today.

———
TRIBUTE TO GAIL KEMLER

(Mr. BISHOP of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to pay tribute to an in-
spiring woman in my district, Mrs.
Gail Kemler. Gail is celebrating her
100th birthday this month on October
28.

Gail has lived in Rochester, Michi-
gan, since 1931, and has been an inte-
gral part of the city—through her
steadfast volunteerism with the Roch-
ester Board of Education; Daughters of
the American Revolution, Stoney
Creek Chapter; Rochester-Avon Histor-
ical Society; Rochester Lions Club; and
Questers Organization.

Gail’s longest tenure as a volunteer
was with the Rochester Area Neighbor-
hood House, an organization that she
has helped from its inception. She re-
mained a dedicated volunteer with the
organization for over 50 years.

An active supporter of the Rochester
Community Schools, Gail also served
as a room mother and scout leader, and
was one of the original PTA founders.
She has been a member of the First
Congregational Church in Rochester
for over 85 years, and has served on the
building committee, pastoral search
committee, and board of trustees.

Gail and her late husband, Donald
Kemler, have four children, nine grand-
children, four great-grandchildren, and
four great-great-grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have
such a selfless, giving, and inspira-
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tional woman in my district. Thank
you, Mrs. Gail Kemler, for your service
to the entire Rochester community,
and happy 100th birthday.

———————

RECOGNIZING BRUCE HARBACH

(Mr. SMUCKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the head coach of
the Lancaster Catholic High School
football team, Bruce Harbach, who has
recently announced his retirement.

Coach Harbach has been coaching for
a remarkable 41 years and has spent
the last 16 years of that career leading
the Crusaders. His accomplishments at
Lancaster Catholic are too many to
mention, but let me provide just a few
highlights: two State championships,
eight section championships, nine dis-
trict playoff appearances, six district
championship appearances, and a per-
fect 16-0 season in 2011.

In fact, I was glad to host Coach
Harbach and the team at the Pennsyl-
vania State Capitol following their
State championships in 2009, and then
again in 2011. Our coaches for our
youth, it is not only about the scores
and about their winning, but they are
responsible as a role model—their play-
ers look up to them—and the most suc-
cessful coaches also practice what they
preach. We want our coaches to instill
integrity in our kids and to show them
the value of teamwork, commitment,
and perseverance.

That is exactly what Coach Harbach
has done for these many years. I know
the Crusader community joins me in
thanking Coach Harbach for his 16
years leading their team from the side-
lines.

—————

WILDFIRES IN THE WEST

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, as we
all know, the wildfires in the West
have been very devastating for a lot of
people, a lot of property, and a lot of
habitat.

One of the subjects this week in the
Natural Resources Committee was a
sage-grouse habitat that has affected
so many western States, including my
own district in northern California,
and my friend in Nevada as well. We
worked very hard to have a good sage-
grouse plan, except what is the com-
mon bond in all this and the inability
to have a successful recovery of this
species as well as use of the land? The
Federal Government.

In the past, its involvement has been
to merely slow down a process or say
no to wise management practices. Cat-
tle graze is a very effective tool, when
prescribed correctly, to help make this
habitat better and more sustainable
long-term.

We need more cooperation, we need
the Federal Government to be more



October 25, 2017

bold in putting out the type of policy
that will help the grazing be an effec-
tive tool in that and not cower every
time an environmental organization
may come along and wish to threaten
the entanglement of lawsuits that are
stopping good management like that.
It is hurting the habitat, it is hurting
the sage-grouse population, it is hurt-
ing western lands, and western econ-
omy.

Mr. Speaker, we need solutions com-
ing from Washington, D.C., not impedi-
ments.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.
CON. RES. 71, CONCURRENT RES-
OLUTION ON THE BUDGET FOR
FISCAL YEAR 2018

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 580 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 580

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to take from the
Speaker’s table the concurrent resolution (H.
Con. Res. T71) establishing the congressional
budget for the United States Government for
fiscal year 2018 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2019
through 2027, with the Senate amendment
thereto, and to consider in the House, with-
out intervention of any point of order, a mo-
tion offered by the chair of the Committee
on the Budget or her designee that the House
concur in the Senate amendment. The Sen-
ate amendment and the motion shall be con-
sidered as read. The motion shall be debat-
able for one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on the Budget.
The previous question shall be considered as
ordered on the motion to adoption without
intervening motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

0 1230

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, it is
budget day. I don’t know if you were as
excited about that when you got out of
bed this morning as I was, but, to be
fair, I sit on the Budget Committee.

I have the great honor of serving on
the Rules Committee, and that is why
I have the great honor of bringing this
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rule to the floor today. But I serve on
the Rules Committee by night. By day,
I serve on the Budget Committee with
my friend Mr. PASCRELL and others,
and we have been working since Janu-
ary to produce a budget for the United
States of America.

I have got to tell you, Mr. Speaker,
we produced a whale of a budget com-
ing out of the House Rules Committee.
You remember that budget, you sup-
ported that budget. We did a fantastic
collaborative job bringing that budget
to the floor, and then it went to the
United States Senate.

Now, you know how this happens, Mr.
Speaker. We all grew up watching, “I
am just a bill sitting here on Capitol
Hill. Well, it is a long, long journey to
the capital city, it is a long, long wait
while I am sitting in committee.” We
all know the song from our childhood.

It is a long process to move a bill
through, and nine times out of ten, it
comes back differently from the United
States Senate than the way we sent it
over there.

Well, Mr. Speaker, we have an oppor-
tunity today by concurring with the
Senate amendment, and if we pass this
rule, that is what we will have an op-
portunity to do. If we pass this rule, we
will have an opportunity to have the
debate, concur in the Senate amend-
ment, and bring a unified budget to the
floor.

Now, what does that mean,
Speaker?

We have already been working on ap-
propriations bills this cycle, and for
the uninitiated, that is the bulk of the
Federal spending that goes on. All of
the mandatory spending that you and I
both know about, Mr. Speaker, Medi-
care, Social Security, those important
income support programs on which so
many Americans depend, that money is
already going out the door.

So today what we have an oppor-
tunity to do in passing this budget is to
create what they call reconciliation in-
structions, because contained inside
this unified budget of which the House
and the Senate agree are reconciliation
instructions that allow us to bring
what I believe will be the most com-
prehensive, fundamental reform of our
Tax Code since Tip O’Neill and Ronald
Reagan did it in 1986.

Since 1986, 4 decades ago, Mr. Speak-
er, we have an opportunity today to do
something that no other Congress has
been able to do since I have been an
adult, and I am excited about that op-
portunity.

Now, to be fair, we are going to have
a lot of disagreement about how to get
that done. That is not the debate we
are having today. For any of my col-
leagues or anybody back home, Mr.
Speaker, who is worried that right here
in this debate on a Wednesday, we are
going to sort out our entire Tax Code,
fear not, fear not. That is not the de-
bate we are having today.

The debate we are having today, Mr.
Speaker, is will we or will we not take
on the challenge of reforming our Tax
Code. I believe that we will.

Mr.
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The debate that we are going to have
today is will we or will we not confront
the fact that America has one of the
least competitive tax codes in the
world, but Americans deserve one of
the most competitive tax codes in the
world.

The debate we are going to have
today, Mr. Speaker, is not about the
details of tax reform, but about the
premise of can we do better for the
American people or can we not.

I have the great benefit, Mr. Speaker,
of not having to learn what I know
about this Chamber from watching it
on TV or reading it in the headlines. I
consider myself very blessed to have
the opportunity to serve among these
men and women. If I just had to read
about them in the headlines, I would
have a very low opinion of them. I con-
fess, I would have a low opinion. But
because I get to work with these men
and women, Mr. Speaker, I get to see
the real commitment to their constitu-
encies, the real commitment to their
home States, the real desire to deliver
on behalf of their constituencies and on
behalf of the United States of America.

We may have a divisive debate today.
We sometimes do. But my prediction
here in hour one, Mr. Speaker, is that
by the time we leave this floor, we are
going to have an agreement to take on
one of the challenges that no party has
been able to take on since Democrats
and Republicans came together in 1986
to get it done.

It is my great hope that we will use
that model, that we will repeat that
model, that we will improve upon that
model, and that we will produce some-
thing that all of our constituency can
be proud of. I know that America is
hungry for tax reform, and I believe we
can deliver it for them.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this rule, support
the underlying concurrence in the Sen-
ate amendment.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the gentleman from Georgia,
my friend Mr. WooDALL, for yielding
me the customary 30 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in very strong op-
position to this rule. Today, House Re-
publicans are pushing a job-Killing
budget so they can use fast-track rec-
onciliation procedures to steamroll
through their billionaires-first tax
plan.

Mr. Speaker, we are supposed to be
the people’s House. We ought to have
the people’s budget, a budget that
helps the millions of Americans who
sent us here to Congress, not a budget
that helps only a few, the well-con-
nected and the well-off.

I disagree with Mr. WOODALL. This is
not a time to celebrate. This is a ter-
rible budget. This budget will dev-
astate America’s investments in good
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