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with people fleeing, and I met this won-
derful woman who said to me: I have
my child here. I am dropping her with
my sister so that she can be free.

We would not allow this in Texas. We
would not allow this in New Jersey. We
would not allow this in Florida. We did
not allow it even after a week in
Katrina. Let’s not allow it in Puerto
Rico either.

———

A TRUE AMERICAN PATRIOT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the career and service
of Major General Richard C. Nash.
Major General Nash recently retired
after serving as adjutant general of the
Minnesota National Guard for 7 years.

In his role as adjutant general, Nash
had the important responsibility of
overseeing Minnesota’s Army and Air
National Guard units, an important
role where he saw great success. Hav-
ing served in the Army National Guard
since 1976, General Nash was selected
for the job of general because of his ex-
perience and strong leadership during
the conflict in Bosnia and the Iraq war.

During his time in the National
Guard, as a testament to his hard work
and commitment to our great Nation,
General Nash has received many
awards like the Bronze Star and the
Meritorious Service Medal.

General Richard Nash is a true pa-
triot whose service to our Nation has
been a blessing to us all. I speak for all
Minnesotans when I thank him for his
dedication and wish him the best in his
well-deserved retirement.

MINNESOTA’S HONORARY CAREGIVER

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor the life of Carlene Johnston and
the beautiful partnership she shared
with her loving husband, Dan John-
ston.

Originally diagnosed with breast can-
cer in 2012, Carlene passed away in 2016,
after a long and hard fight. Carlene’s
devoted husband, Dan, stood by his
wife’s side through every moment,
keeping his marriage vow to love his
wife in health and in sickness.

On the day that Carlene passed, Dan
shared in a post that caring for his wife
in her final days was easy, writing:
When you’re helping someone you love,
it’s not a burden.

As tribute to Dan’s and Carlene’s
strong marriage and Dan’s commit-
ment to caring for his sick wife, Dan
was awarded the Waconia Relay for
Life’s 2017 Honorary Caregiver Award.

Our most sincere condolences go out
to the Johnston family, and we thank
Dan for epitomizing love in its truest
form. You are an amazing role model.

BRINGING THE WORLD EXPO TO MINNESOTA

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to support Minnesota’s bid to
host the 2023 World Expo. I was proud
to cosponsor and see both Chambers of
Congress unanimously pass the U.S.
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Wants to Compete for a World Expo
Act earlier this year to give Minnesota
and the United States a chance to
showcase the best we have to offer.

The President signed the Expo Act
into law in May, and since then, the
State Department, the Expo 2023 coali-
tion, and the entire Minnesota delega-
tion have been working hard to bring
this prestigious international event
back to the United States.

Now, as we near the November 15 an-
nouncement from the Bureau of Inter-
national Expositions, Minnesota is one
of the three finalists in the running to
host the 2023 event with a proposed
theme of ‘‘Healthy People, Healthy
Planet.”

I can think of no better place to hold
such an event, as Minnesota is one of
the healthiest States in the country, a
hub for medical innovation and a
world-class location to host the first
Expo in the United States in more than
30 years.

I am grateful for the support of my
colleagues in Congress and the Presi-
dent to make this opportunity a re-
ality, and I look forward to putting the
United States and the State of Min-
nesota back on the world stage as the
host of the 2023 World Expo.

A TOP HONOR FOR SHERBURNE COUNTY

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Sherburne
County Sheriff’s Office for receiving
accreditation from the American Cor-
rectional Association. Sherburne Coun-
ty received this accreditation because
of the quality of the county jail and
the high standards the staff maintains.

The accreditation was actually
earned by the 116 correctional officers
who operate the jail and the strong
leadership of Sherburne County Sheriff
Joel Brott.

This is quite an accomplishment. In
fact, out of Minnesota’s 87 counties,
only one other county jail in Min-
nesota received this accreditation.
Congratulations to Sheriff Brott and
his officers. We are proud to represent
you and to work for you.

———————

INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING
CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, my
Republican friends are going to be
asked this month to embrace a budget
and a tax proposal with highly disputed
benefits. But what is not in dispute is
it will add $1.5 trillion to the national
debt and up to $4 trillion in cuts to pro-
grams Americans care deeply about,
like Medicaid and Medicare.

There is a better way. I spent much
of this last weekend in Orlando, Flor-
ida, with leaders of the American
Trucking Association. These are people
who understand the infrastructure cri-
sis America faces because they and
their employees deal with it every sin-
gle day. Instead of cutting transpor-
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tation funding or having some myth-
ical program without details, they are
willing to step up and invest more,
raising their fuel taxes—they already
pay about half the total cost of the
Highway Trust Fund—to be able to
make a difference.

And I would hope that Congress will
look at that example, listen to those
people, and be able to do its part.

In no small measure, because of the
leadership of many small businesses
and trucking associations around the
country, over half the States, since
2012, have stepped up to raise their
transportation resources, and the
States are seeing the benefit. They are
seeing the economic impact of the con-
struction, and it is making a difference
on the ground for people and commu-
nities.

It is important that the Federal Gov-
ernment does its part. We need to be
there for projects that are multimodal,
that are multi-State, and multiyear.
That Federal partnership has played a
vital role since the enactment of the
Interstate Highway System in 1956.

The trucking industry was able to
make the point that the public is al-
ready paying the cost, about $1,500 a
year extra cost for the typical family
for car maintenance and congestion.

The transportation industry is pay-
ing some $63 billion of cost every year
due to congestion. For about $2 a week,
from the average family, we could take
critical steps to make sure that we ad-
dress this infrastructure funding crisis.

If people really want to have some
congressional action that will put peo-
ple to work at family wage jobs, not
the disputed trickle-down economics,
it is undisputable that every $1.2 bil-
lion invested in infrastructure creates
almost 30,000 jobs.
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It creates almost about $2 billion of
economic activity. For each $1.2 billion
invested, it will reduce the deficit $200
million.

Mr. Speaker, it is past time that this
Congress stops shirking its responsi-
bility. We ought to be in partnership
not just with the truckers, but with
AAA, engineers, contractors, construc-
tion unions, local government, the vast
array, the largest coalition of groups
dealing with a controversial issue be-
fore Congress. If we would give 2 weeks
to hear from these leaders across the
country of this broad coalition, the
case would be made and I think Con-
gress would finally step up and do its
job.

Our partners in the private sector, in
State and local government, and people
in the communities can expect Con-
gress to be a partner to make our com-
munities more livable, to make our
families safer, healthier, and more eco-
nomically secure.

I hope when some of our friends from
the trucking industry join us this week
on Capitol Hill, that Members will lis-
ten to their case and be able to have
the courage to step up and invest in
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our future. Our constituents deserve no
less.

TEXAS TECH PEACE OFFICER
FLOYD EAST, JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Offi-
cer Floyd East, Jr., of the Texas Tech
Police Department recently responded
to a routine student welfare check at
the dormitory. Callers reported a 19-
year-old individual named Hollis Dan-
iels, who was acting erratically and po-
tentially had a weapon.

So Officer East went to Daniel’s
dorm room, and he discovered drugs
and drug paraphernalia. Hollis, the de-
fendant, was arrested and taken to the
station for a standard debriefing.

But that is when the intake proce-
dure at the police station went hay-
wire. The defendant was not ade-
quately searched before booking. Sud-
denly, the dastardly criminal whipped
out a gun and fired pointblank into 48-
year-old Officer East’s head, instantly
killing him. This is a photograph of Of-
ficer BEast. Yet another peace officer,
another guardian of the thin blue line,
murdered for no reason.

The suspect then fled, going on the
lam, taking Officer East’s body cam
with him. The university went on
lockdown, anxiously waiting for the
killer to be found. Sure enough, thanks
to the quick actions of the Texas Tech
police force, the outlaw was located on
campus and apprehended again.

Officer East was an El Paso, Texas,
native. He is survived by his wife, Car-
men, and two daughters, Anna and
Monica. The funeral was a solemn re-
membrance wrapped up with the re-
lease of over 1,000 black and blue bal-
loons, which flooded the west Texas
blue sky, all in Officer East’s memory.

Peace officers from all over Texas,
and even other States, showed up for
the funeral. As the body passed the
Army National Guard Armory, officers
and military stood at attention and sa-
luted Officer East’s body.

Officer Floyd East began his career
with the Texas Tech Police Depart-
ment on December 1, 2014. He started
as a security guard at Texas Tech Uni-
versity Health Sciences Center in El
Paso, Texas.

While working as a security guard,
he went on to school at El Paso Com-
munity College Law Enforcement
Academy to obtain his basic peace offi-
cer license to be a peace officer in the
State of Texas.

Court documents show that the de-
fendant, when he was arrested, con-
cealed a weapon in his pants; and when
Officer East’s back was turned, the
coward drew the weapon and murdered
Officer East. The weapon that he had
was stolen.

The defendant is charged with capital
murder, and a $5 million bond is set.
May Texas justice occur.

Mr. Speaker, our men and women in
blue voluntarily do everything they
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can to help protect and serve our com-
munities, especially at our colleges and
universities. For these remarkable men
and women, their safety, like all peace
officers, is never guaranteed. While the
badge and the uniform represent safety
for citizens, for some reason, in our so-
ciety it becomes a target for other peo-
ple, like this defendant.

Officer East worked with university
students, helping protect young Texans
eager to learn on their university cam-
pus. He was senselessly killed. There is
never an answer for murder, except to
hold the person who did the murder ac-
countable.

The defendant’s friends quickly
jumped to the defendant’s defense on-
line, claiming Daniels was not a mon-
ster. Mr. Speaker, college students do
make mistakes. A mistake is like miss-
ing class and sleeping in. Mistakes are
not murdering people.

The defendant is totally responsible
for his own actions. He can’t blame the
drugs, he can’t blame the fact that he
was young, or he can’t blame the fact
that he was not thinking right.

Mr. Speaker, I was a judge in Texas
for 22 years and heard cases like the
murder of Officer East. People are re-
sponsible for what they do. In our soci-
ety, we cannot have this feeling that
people are not responsible and that
something else calls them to do things.
People are totally responsible for the
choices that they make.

I have heard all of the excuses. I have
heard: ‘“Oh, I was too young.” ‘‘Oh, I
was too 0ld.” “I was on drugs.” ‘I was
affluent.” I wasn’t affluent.” I have
heard all of the excuses.

There is no excuse. People, like this
defendant, are responsible for their ac-
tions.

Officers like East are a cut above the
rest of us, and they protect us from
harm’s way and they protect us from
evildoers. He is of a rare breed, he is
the Texas breed of law officers that
sacrifice for the rest of us.

Taps have been played for Officer
East. He has been laid to rest. We pray
for his family, friends, and those offi-
cers in west Texas and Texas Tech Uni-
versity.

And that is just the way it is.

—————
CALIFORNIA FIRES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, the worst fire in the history
of California has devastated nearly
300,000 acres, destroyed some 7,000
homes, caused billions of dollars in
damage, burned to the ground many
businesses, and, most sadly, taken the
lives of 42 people; and that number
may, in fact, rise.

This fire was like no other, propelled
by winds that reached speeds of over 70
miles an hour. It moved so fast, burn-
ing at times 200 feet per second—that is
three football fields every 30 seconds—
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that people had little time to escape
their burning homes.

People fled with only their night
clothes—no time to grab even their
medication, important papers, or per-
sonal belongings. Thousands of families
were displaced and will have to find
housing, rebuild their homes and busi-
nesses, and rebuild their lives.

Over 100,000 people were evacuated
during the late hours of the first night
of this monster firestorm. Many of you
saw the news coverage play out on your
television. The most covered area in
the news is an area in Santa Rosa
called Coffey Park. This is it. There
alone, some 1,300 homes were burned to
the ground. This area is on the far
western side of the fire-devastated
area, a county away from where it
started.

The winds were so high that they
pushed the blaze across eight lanes of
freeway and over two frontage roads to
destroy the homes and the lives of
these 1,300 families. The winds were so
high that cars were not only burned be-
yond recognition, but they were flipped
over. There is a metal garage door that
remains stuck about 35 feet off the
ground in the remains of a burned-out
pine tree.

Leader MCCARTHY was with me in
Coffey Park and saw firsthand the dev-
astation. I want to thank the leader for
his commitment to work with us to
help our communities and the many
people so devastated by this unprece-
dented disaster. I thank also the 11,000
firefighters, the many law enforce-
ment, and National Guard that put
their life on the line to stop the raging
inferno and protect the lives of the peo-
ple of my district and the other fire-
threatened areas of California. Some of
those first responders lost their own
homes, but worked 24/7 to help others.

The response was awesome and truly
appreciated. Mutual aid came from
every county in California, States
across our great country, Federal agen-
cies, and from other countries. The ac-
tions of civilian heroes and heroines
saved an untold number of lives and
continue to make life tolerable to
those affected by this fire disaster.

The fallout from the disaster will be
felt for years, if not decades. You just
can’t rebuild 7,000 homes and neighbor-
hoods overnight.

The heartbeat of our community—
doctors, nurses, workers, teachers,
CEOs, and small business owners—were
burned out and must start over. My
colleagues and I appreciate all of their
words of comfort and offers to help.
The people hurt by this monster fire
will need all of our help. As we move
forward, we have to work together to
address this devastation that has be-
fallen the people of my district and
other parts of northern California.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from California (Mr. HUFFMAN).

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have
spent a lot of time with my friend,
Congressman MIKE THOMPSON, over the
past week because our districts neigh-
bor each other. While the worst of this
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