October 23, 2017

Almighty God, we give You thanks
for giving us another day.

As the Members return, we ask Your
blessing on all those who are dis-
cerning significant options about re-
maining in the people’s House or choos-
ing to run for this office. May a spirit
of freedom and public responsibility
prevail among all the voices competing
for ascendancy in the conversations
and debates that ensue.

Bless all Members with wisdom in
good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, and running over, that the
legacy of great legislators of our his-
tory might be carried on with integrity
for the benefit of all.

May all that is done in the people’s
House be for Your greater honor and
glory.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. COMER)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. COMER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of
the resignation of the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. MURPHY), the whole
number of the House is 433.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian
Pate, one of his secretaries.
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, October 19, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on Oc-
tober 19, 2017, at 12:11 p.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 2989.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, October 20, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on Oc-
tober 20, 2017, at 3:28 p.m.:

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H. Con. Res. T1.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————

HOUSTON ASTROS MAKE IT
HAPPEN

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is
the seventh game of the American
League Championship Series. After
being down three games to two, the
Astros, who dedicated their season to
the people of Houston, had tied the
ALCS three to three against the power-
ful New York Yankees.

The winner goes to the World Series
against the mighty Dodgers.

It is the top of the ninth inning in
Houston. The Astros are up 4 to 0. The
Astros take the field. Pitcher Lance
McCullers is on the mound throwing
curveballs. He strikes out Yankees
shortstop Didi Gregorius. One out.
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McCullers attacks the plate with a
dirt-diving curveball. Sanchez strikes
out. Two down.

The fans are standing. They are
screaming. Bases are empty. One out
remains. McCullers throws another
curveball to batter Greg Bird, and the
Yankees, Mr. Speaker, have trouble
with the curve. It is a fly ball, center
field.

Springer catches the ball. Third out.
The fans go wild. Astros win, Astros
win, Astros win. The city of Houston
starts singing and dancing in the
streets. American League Champs.

And that is just the way it is.

———

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION
ECONOMIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last week I traveled the dis-
trict and heard from constituents who
are grateful for the historic progress
being made by the Trump administra-
tion creating jobs.

President Donald Trump has led a
strong pro-business team. The economy
has added over 800,000 private sector
jobs since January. Consumer con-
fidence is at a 13-year high. The num-
ber of unemployment claims has
plunged to the lowest level in over 40
years.

I appreciate the President can share
the significance of the DOW soaring
above 23,000 points, up nearly 5,000
points, or 27 percent, since election
day, as you can see in his tweet on
Wednesday.

The President’s critics will never
give him credit for American families.
Columnist Clarence Page has described
the ‘‘anti-Trump derangement syn-
drome” drives critics to irrational ex-
tremes.

But these critics can’t dispute the
facts. The fresh faces, fresh voices, and
fresh ideas that President Donald
Trump has brought to Washington is
making a difference for American fami-
lies.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

RECOGNIZING JANET JOHNSON AS
EXTENSION EDUCATOR OF THE
YEAR

(Mr. COMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Janet Johnson
for being named Educator of the Year
by the National Extension Association
of Family and Consumer Sciences.

Janet Johnson has worked tirelessly
for the citizens of Allen County as an
agent for the University of Kentucky
Cooperative Extension Service. She
dedicates her time to extending UK’s
research knowledge to help Kentuck-
ians build strong families.
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Much of Johnson’s work revolves
around community and economic de-
velopment. In fact, she helped secure
nearly $20 million in renovation and
beautification funding for Allen Coun-
ty.

Johnson was an integral part of
“Plate It Up Kentucky Proud,” which
encourages consumers to purchase and
eat local produce. Regionally, she was
extremely influential in connecting
producers and consumers in south cen-
tral Kentucky through the Farm to
Table program. These accomplish-
ments only scratch the surface of
Johnson’s contribution to outreach and
engagement for communities and fami-
lies in Kentucky.

Simply put, Janet Johnson is an out-
standing professional in family and
consumer sciences who has paved the
way for many transformative programs
in Kentucky. I am proud to recognize
her as Extension Educator of the Year
and as a distinguished teacher and col-
league.

————
CONGRATULATING MICHELLE
BAUER ON  WINNING  FIRST

PLACE IN THE PENNSYLVANIA
MUNICIPAL LEAGUE’S ANNUAL
ESSAY CONTEST

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize a
St. Marys Area High School student for
winning first place in the Pennsylvania
Municipal League’s annual essay con-
test.

Michelle Bauer, a senior at St. Marys
Area High School, is the recipient of a
$2,000 scholarship for taking home the
top prize at the Pennsylvania Munic-
ipal League’s 118th annual summit,
which took place earlier this month at
Erie’s Bayfront Convention Center.

This year’s essay theme was: Civics
and you.

Contest participants were asked to
elaborate on this theme by writing
about opportunities in their commu-
nity that allows for civic engagement
and encourage citizens to volunteer lo-
cally.

Mr. Speaker, I know that civic in-
volvement is something that we can all
agree is important to the quality of life
in all of our communities.

The mission of the Pennsylvania Mu-
nicipal League is to strengthen, em-
power, and advocate for effective local
government. It is a nonprofit, non-
partisan organization that was estab-
lished in 1900 to advocate for Penn-
sylvania’s third class cities.

I congratulate Michelle Bauer on her
first place finish and wish her all the
best in her future endeavors.

————

VOTERS BELIEVE MEDIA
FABRICATES NEWS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a
recent Morning Consult poll found that
nearly half of all voters—46 percent—
“believe the media fabricates news sto-
ries about President Donald Trump and
his administration.”

It is not surprising that the Amer-
ican people feel this way. Each day
they wake up to another barrage of
negative reporting about a President
they elected.

In fact, a recent Harvard University
study found that news coverage of
President Trump’s first 100 days was 80
percent negative, a record high for any
recent President.

The news media used anonymous
sources to report illegitimate claims
that intentionally placed the President
and his administration in a bad light.
This is borderline malicious.

The liberal media frequently rushed
to print stories with one single biased
source. Often, the stories turn out to be
false. This is the current state of jour-
nalism by the liberal media.

The media should report on the top-
ics of the day in a fair and balanced
manner; otherwise, the American peo-
ple will continue to consider the me-
dia’s coverage to be fabricated news.

———————

CONTINUATION OF NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF
THE CONGO—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 115-72)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days of the anniversary date of its dec-
laration, the President publishes in the
Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the
situation in, or in relation to, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, de-
clared in Executive Order 13413 of Octo-
ber 27, 2006, is to continue in effect be-
yond October 27, 2017.

The situation in, or in relation to,
the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
which has been marked by widespread
violence and atrocities that continue
to threaten regional stability, con-
tinues to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the foreign policy of
the United States. For this reason, I
have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency de-
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clared in Executive Order 13413 with re-
spect to the situation in, or in relation
to, the Democratic Republic of the
Congo.
DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, October 23, 2017.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 12 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
0 1631
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BACON) at 4 o’clock and 31
minutes p.m.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

————

DHS ACCOUNTABILITY
ENHANCEMENT ACT

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4038) to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to reassert article I
authorities over the Department of
Homeland Security, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4038

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “DHS Ac-
countability Enhancement Act”.
SEC. 2. REPEAL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 872 of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 452) is re-
pealed and the item relating to such section
in the table of contents in section 1(b) of
such Act is struck.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—The Homeland Security Act of 2002
is amended—

(1) in section 506 (6 U.S.C. 316)—

(A) by striking subsection (b); and

(B) by redesignating subsections (c¢) and (d)
as subsections (b) and (c), respectively;

(2) in section 702(b) (6 U.S.C. 342(b)), by
amending paragraph (4) to read as follows:

‘“(4) REORGANIZATION.—The Secretary may
allocate or reallocate the functions of the
Office, or discontinue the Office.”’; and

(3) in paragraph (3) of section 2006(b) (6
U.S.C. 607(b)), by striking ‘‘sections 506(c)(2)”’
and inserting ‘‘sections 506(b)(2)”".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
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