
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH7982 October 12, 2017 
battling or who have survived this 
deadly disease. And we must do every-
thing we can to eradicate breast cancer 
once and for all. 

I look forward to continuing to work 
together with all of you—my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle—and 
with the advocacy community to help 
women know their risk, discover can-
cer early, and access the best treat-
ment possible. 

f 

HONORING THE MEN AND WOMEN 
OF EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. KNIGHT) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KNIGHT. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, I, along with my good friend, 
MARCY KAPTUR, reestablished the 
NASA Caucus. 

Last week, I spoke about the 50th an-
niversary of my father’s absolute air-
speed record flight that happened on 
October 3, 1967. Two weeks ago was the 
70th anniversary of the Air Force. On 
Saturday, we welcome the anniversary 
of supersonic flight. 

For years, there was a thought that 
there was a barrier present to stop air-
craft or inhibit flight controls. Many 
believed attempting to pass through 
this barrier would be fatal. 

Well, on October 14, 1947, Captain 
Charles E. ‘‘Chuck’’ Yeager was 
dropped from a B–29 at about 45,000 feet 
and quickly accelerated through that 
invisible barrier we know as the speed 
of sound. 

The first man to achieve Mach 1, we 
know that as something simple today, 
but for the last 70 years, it was because 
of one man that we get to do this. 

General Yeager retired in 1975 as a 
brigadier general, after 34 years of fly-
ing, for the Army Air Corps and for the 
United States Air Force. What he 
achieved that day was something that 
many men didn’t think would happen. 

There were about two or three pilots 
at Muroc or the Army air field out at 
southern California that were trying to 
do it, but absolutely there was only 
one that did it. Captain Yeager, flying 
the Bell X–1, that he renamed Glam-
orous Glennis after his wife, was the 
man who achieved that. 

I am proud to represent the men and 
women of Edwards Air Force Base with 
my good friend, Leader KEVIN MCCAR-
THY. And I understand what they do on 
a daily basis from the F–35, to the F–22, 
to all of the aircraft that happen out 
there at Edwards, to all of the flying 
expertise that they have on a daily 
basis. I am very proud of them. I am 
proud of what Edwards Air Force Base 
means to the country, and I am proud 
of what they mean to the history of 
this Nation. But I am most proud of 
the men and women because on a daily 
basis they create history. For that, I 
am most proud. 

HONORING U.S. ARMY SERGEANT 
LA DAVID T. JOHNSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. WILSON) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in remembrance of U.S. 
Army Sergeant La David T. Johnson, 
who was killed in Niger, West Africa, 
during an ambush carried out by Boko 
Haram and other extremists linked to 
ISIS. 

This tragic loss of a life, still so 
young and so full of promise and poten-
tial, is one of the saddest ironies that 
I could ever imagine. Sergeant Johnson 
was just 25 years old, the father of two 
children, and a beloved member of the 
Miami Gardens community in which I 
reside. 

He and his two younger brothers, 
Keon and Richard, are proud members 
of the 5,000 Role Models of Excellence 
Project, an in-school dropout preven-
tion program that I created soon after 
Sergeant Johnson was born, to ensure 
that he and other boys and young 
women of color have unfettered access 
to roads to success. Five thousand Role 
Models members all over the world are 
mourning his death. 

Sergeant Johnson is married to 
Myeshia Johnson and has two children, 
and Myeshia is expecting their third 
child. 

I sprung into action after Boko 
Haram kidnapped 276 schoolgirls in 
their boarding school in Nigeria. I trav-
eled to Nigeria four times in my quest, 
and I have initiated the ‘‘Bring Back 
Our Girls Wear Red Wednesdays’’ in 
the Congress of the United States. I ap-
preciate the support, especially from 
our leader, NANCY PELOSI. 

I traveled there in August and met 
over 100 girls who were once hostages 
of Boko Haram. I wanted them to know 
that this Congress loves them and we 
will never, ever forget them. 

Boko Haram actually means ‘‘West-
ern education is a sin.’’ They believe 
girls should be denied the privilege of 
an education, and they have killed 
more people than ISIS. In fact, they 
have joined forces with ISIS in the re-
gion and have killed over 20,000 Afri-
cans, sexually abused women and girls, 
and sends them on suicide missions 
using babies as decoys. 

More than 1 million people have been 
displaced from their homes and are 
starving to death. What a tragedy. It 
would be an even greater tragedy to 
allow the deaths of Sergeant Johnson 
and his comrades—Staff Sergeant 
Bryan C. Black, 35, from Washington; 
Staff Sergeant Jeremiah W. Johnson, 
39, from Ohio; and Staff Sergeant 
Dustin M. Wright, 29, from Georgia—be 
in vain. 

Nearly a year ago, this Chamber 
voted unanimously for legislation that 
Republican Senator SUSAN COLLINS 
from Maine and I introduced that di-
rects the Secretary of State and the 
Secretary of Defense and the Director 
of National Intelligence to jointly de-
velop a 5-year strategy to end Boko 

Haram’s reign of terror. The law also 
calls for a plan to assist the Nigerian 
Government, the Multinational Joint 
Task Force, and international partners 
in their efforts to counter this regional 
threat. 
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Our soldiers were not there to fight 
but to provide training and assistance 
to the Nigerian Army forces and the 
multinational joint task force created 
to combat Boko Haram. 

Yes, my heart breaks for this monu-
mental loss, but it is also bursting with 
pride for all that he achieved and 
would have accomplished. During the 
few years in which he bravely served 
our Nation, he received several awards 
and accolades, including the Army 
Achievement Medal, the Army Service 
Ribbon, and, ironically, the Global War 
on Terrorism Medal. 

Boko Haram is a threat to the many 
nations across the globe that, like the 
United States, have committed mone-
tary and human resources to help de-
feat this terrorist group, and we must 
never ever forget that this heinous or-
ganization’s daily list of casualties 
could include one or more of our own, 
like Sergeant Johnson, Staff Sergeant 
Black, Staff Sergeant Jeremiah John-
son, and Staff Sergeant Wright. 

May they rest in peace. 
f 

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, as an 
OB/GYN and now a U.S. Congressman, I 
want to continue to highlight October 
as Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

One out of eight women will develop 
breast cancer. Let me say that again, 
Mr. Speaker. One out of eight women 
will develop breast cancer. 

If you are a woman over the age of 35, 
you should ask your physician if you 
need a mammogram; and certainly if 
you are over the age of 50, every 
woman needs a mammogram every 
year. 

A mammogram is quick, it is easy, 
and the great thing about mammo-
grams is how easy it can be to catch 
breast cancer at its very early stages 
and give us a great chance to treat the 
problem. 

Over my career as a physician, we 
have helped hundreds of women who 
have successfully fought this dreaded 
disease. There are great treatments out 
there and ways we can save lives, so I 
encourage every woman over the age of 
35 to talk to their physician about a 
mammogram. It is one thing to be 
aware of breast cancer, but it is an-
other thing to do something about it. 

NATIONAL WOMEN’S SMALL BUSINESS MONTH 
Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to join the National Women’s 
Business Council in recognizing Octo-
ber as National Women’s Small Busi-
ness Month. 
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Women bring unique and invaluable 

skills and experiences to the work-
place. Across the country, there are 
over 9 million women-owned small 
businesses, and they contribute over a 
trillion dollars to our national econ-
omy. 

In Kansas alone, there are more than 
73 businesses owned by women, rep-
resenting industries such as account-
ing, veterinary medicine, and manage-
ment consulting. 

As I have toured Kansas, I have met 
with women entrepreneurs in towns 
like Ellsworth and Emporia learning 
about how their businesses are growing 
local economies and the positive im-
pact these businesses have on their 
communities. It is inspiring to see 
what these women have achieved and 
to hear their perspective on the chal-
lenges that small-business owners face. 

I ask my colleagues to join me now 
in celebrating these women during Na-
tional Women’s Small Business Month. 

RECOGNIZING THE KANSAS HEART AND STROKE 
COLLABORATIVE 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, 
though mostly known as the top bas-
ketball program in the country, I want 
to acknowledge and salute the Univer-
sity of Kansas and our innovative work 
through the Kansas Heart and Stroke 
Collaborative. 

The collaborative has worked dili-
gently over the past 3 years to estab-
lish a new model and standard for how 
to efficiently treat the care of heart 
disease and strokes in rural areas. 
They provide better care in a way that 
saves overall costs and is truly a win- 
win. 

Fifty-three counties in Kansas, with 
more than 90 hospitals, clinics, and of-
fices, now are represented in the col-
laborative care model. Not only do 
they better the lives of patients in 
rural Kansas, they do so based on a 
model that is a poster child for other 
conservative-style demonstration 
projects. 

In 2014, the University of Kansas 
partnered with Hays Medical Center 
and received a $12 million, 3-year inno-
vation grant. Now that 3-year window 
is closing, and I am pleased to say that 
the collaborative will continue as a 
self-sustaining entity. 

Let me say that again. This will con-
tinue as a self-sustaining entity, con-
tinue to provide efficient care, and, lit-
erally, save thousands of rural Ameri-
cans’ lives and give them more mean-
ingful life after their stroke or heart 
attack. 

As a physician in rural Kansas for 
three decades, this is one of the great-
est success stories I have ever seen, and 
it will always hold a special place in 
my heart, as I have seen it unfold right 
before my eyes. 

The Kansas Heart and Stroke Col-
laborative provides hope and direction 
for rural healthcare in Kansas and be-
yond, and it should be looked at by 
other States. 

ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today as a proud Member of 
this House. I am always so honored to 
know that I have the preeminent privi-
lege of standing in the well of the Con-
gress of the United States of America. 
There are only 435 people who are 
elected as Members from the various 
States who have voting rights in Con-
gress on legislation, who have this 
privilege, so it is an honor for me to do 
it. I want people to know that when I 
stand here, my words are sincere and 
my efforts are those that I believe can 
make a difference in the lives of all 
Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, yesterday, I called to 
the attention of the House of Rep-
resentatives Articles of Impeachment, 
and I called these Articles of Impeach-
ment to the attention of the House be-
cause it is a part of a process. It can be 
a three-step process, which has been 
used on multiple occasions in the past, 
a three-step process that allows the 
Member to give notice. After the Mem-
ber gives notice, the Member does not 
have to allow a vote to take place im-
mediately. 

The Member can decide that, rather 
than have the vote take place within 2 
days, the Member can give notice a 
second time and then allow that proc-
ess to move forward, and the Speaker 
can then set a time for the Member to 
give a final notice, or present the ac-
tual Articles of Impeachment. 

I have chosen to use the three-step 
process: initial notice; thereafter to 
come back before this House, which 
every Member has the privilege of 
doing and which has been done before, 
and again notice the House; and, there-
after, have the articles considered with 
a final reading. 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t think it is any 
secret that I have indicated that the 
President should be impeached. It is no 
secret. I don’t think it is any secret 
that I have indicated that there will be 
a vote in Congress on Articles of Im-
peachment. 

If perchance I have been misunder-
stood, allow me to make it perspicu-
ously clear today: there will be a vote. 
There is a three-step process that we 
are pursuing. That process will con-
tinue when we return. And when we re-
turn, I assure everyone there will be a 
vote. 

There has been some confusion. My 
suspicion is because where there are 
few facts, there is much speculation, so 
there has been some confusion about 
why we didn’t go forward yesterday. 

So now allow me to make it abun-
dantly clear: no person, no living, 
breathing child of God influenced my 
decision to move forward as I have. 

Others can give their opinions. No 
one did. I did not receive an opinion in-
dicating that I should not go forward 
as I did. 

I have made my decision. This is 
where I stand. If I stand alone, Mr. 

Speaker, I have no fear of standing 
alone. 

If Rosa Parks could sit alone in a 
racist Southern town to deal with in-
justice and bring about some form of 
justice, surely I can stand alone in the 
well of the Congress and stand alone on 
where I stand with impeachment. 

If Dr. King could go to jail and write 
one of the greatest essays on human 
rights I have ever read, surely I can 
stand in the well of the Congress—if he 
could go to jail—and I can extoll and 
expand upon why I believe we have to 
move forward with impeachment. 

Finally, this: those of you who both-
ered to read the Articles of Impeach-
ment, and I beg that you would, be-
cause that is why this time is being 
made available, so that everyone can 
read it and understand why we are 
going forward, and those of who you 
will read them will find that I don’t ap-
prove of anyone calling mothers dogs. I 
don’t approve of it. I don’t approve of 
it. I don’t care who you are. When you 
say ‘‘SOB,’’ you are saying that some-
body’s mother is a dog. I don’t approve 
of that. 

By the way, that is not widely pub-
lished that that is in the Articles of 
Impeachment, but it is there. It is 
there for all to see. 

So for those who believe that moth-
erhood is sacred, for those who believe 
that a President of the United States 
ought not say ‘‘SOB,’’ and you know 
what it means—I never use the B word. 
I never use profanity. But I want you 
to know this: I am going to move for-
ward with those Articles of Impeach-
ment, and motherhood is sacred. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MATT BELLINA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to share the story of my 
constituent, Matt Bellina, of Holland, 
Pennsylvania. 

On April 9, 2014, at the age of 30, Matt 
was diagnosed with ALS, otherwise 
known as Lou Gehrig’s disease. ALS 
attacks the nerve cells in the brain and 
the spinal cord, causing those with 
ALS to lose control of their muscles. 

Matt graduated from Virginia Tech 
in May 2005 and received his commis-
sion into the U.S. Navy as a naval avi-
ator. Following the onset of his symp-
toms, which include cramping hands, 
twitching arms, stiffness in his legs, 
Matt was grounded from flying. He 
continued to serve in the Navy in an 
administrative capacity until he medi-
cally retired in 2014, with the rank of 
lieutenant commander. 

He eventually moved back home to 
Bucks County with his wife, Caitlin, 
and his young children to be sur-
rounded by family and friends. 
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