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NAFTA RENEGOTIATIONS BEGIN 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, this 
week, the fourth round of NAFTA re-
negotiations will begin. President 
Trump will have an opportunity to de-
liver on his promise last year to get a 
better deal for American workers. I 
hope he does. 

Our current trade deals are rigged in 
favor of the largest corporations in this 
country and against working people. In 
my home State of Rhode Island, we 
have lost 41,000 manufacturing jobs 
since NAFTA and the WTO took effect. 
That is more than half of the manufac-
turing jobs in my State. The folks who 
kept their jobs have seen their pay-
checks get smaller. 

Rhode Islanders know, most impor-
tantly, that we need a trade deal that 
is fair; but they know that trade deals 
that we have now help powerful cor-
porations, but they are killing Amer-
ican jobs, helping corporations 
outsource jobs at the expense of work-
ing people. 

This week I am asking President 
Trump to demand a new NAFTA agree-
ment that has strong labor and envi-
ronmental protections, that end for-
eign tribunals that allow corporations 
to sue the U.S. Government and force 
taxpayers to pay the bill, that has bet-
ter Buy American requirements, that 
has strict protections against currency 
manipulation, that has strong rules of 
origin on manufactured goods, and that 
has provisions that bring down the cost 
of prescription drugs. 

These are commonsense provisions 
that will empower American working 
families, and they should be included 
in any new trade agreement. 

f 

HOPE FOR TRAFFICKED VICTIMS 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, for 
years, Lynda could not bring herself to 
speak about her past turmoil and 
nightmares. 

Lynda is finally telling about her 
tortured life. When she was 16, two 
neighborhood boys drugged and sexu-
ally assaulted her. Highly drugged, the 
boys convinced her to have sex for 
money just once. But it wasn’t for just 
one time, Mr. Speaker. They set up on-
line advertisements to sell her and 
other girls. 

When one of the other girls tried to 
escape, they tied her to a chair and 
beat her up mercilessly. They mixed 
drugs into the food to maintain control 
over the girls. It was years before 
Lynda finally escaped her turmoil. 

Today, the rape and torture still 
haunts Lynda, but she works every day 
to become a survivor. I recently intro-
duced the Abolish Human Trafficking 
Act that provides grants to ensure that 

victims like Lynda get help and serv-
ices, such as mental health counseling, 
legal aid, job training, things that they 
deserve from us. This will help traf-
ficking victims put their broken lives 
back together. 

Trafficking is a scourge, and we need 
to send a message to everyone that our 
kids are not for sale. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 
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WHITE HOUSE IMMIGRATION 
PRINCIPLES 

(Ms. JAYAPAL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong opposition to the cruel immi-
gration proposal unveiled by the White 
House this week. This proposal goes be-
yond some of the worst immigration 
bills. It demands billions more for bor-
der security, tightens asylum stand-
ards, cuts off legal immigration, and 
implements a faulty points-based sys-
tem, undercutting our core values as a 
country and destroying our economy 
and our future. 

Mr. Speaker, two-thirds of all immi-
grants to the United States are women 
and children, and these policies will 
disproportionately hurt them. A 
points-based system eliminates family- 
based immigration, and it is insulting 
to the valuable contributions of 
women, especially. 

Nearly 70 percent of all women immi-
grants with legal status obtained it 
through the family system, and many 
are stuck in visa backlogs waiting 
years and even decades to reunite with 
their families. 

Mr. Speaker, immigration has never 
been just about immigration. It has al-
ways been about who we are as a coun-
try and what we are willing to stand up 
for. I believe the majority of my Re-
publican colleagues want to pass the 
Dream Act, and I ask them to join us 
in rejecting these anti-immigrant poi-
son pills and proposing real solutions 
that benefit the American people and 
unify our country. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JEREMY RICH, NEW 
YORK’S 2017 NATIONAL DISTIN-
GUISHED PRINCIPAL 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Jeremy Rich, the 
principal at Barringer Road Elemen-
tary School in Ilion, a constituent of 
the 22nd Congressional District. For 
his stellar record of service, profes-
sionalism, and contributions to the 
educational process, Mr. Rich was 
named New York’s 2017 National Dis-
tinguished Principal by the National 
Association of Elementary School 
Principals. 

In 2013, Mr. Rich became the prin-
cipal of Barringer Road Elementary. 
Since that day, he has arrived at 
school promptly at 6:30 a.m. each 
morning, bringing a positive attitude 
and inspirational words to each morn-
ing announcement. 

Prior to his service at Barringer 
Road, Mr. Rich served as principal at 
the now-closed Remington Elementary 
School, where he was integral in facili-
tating the successful merger of the Mo-
hawk and Ilion school districts. 

During his time at Ilion Junior High 
School, he served as the principal, the 
dean of students, and an English teach-
er. 

Mr. Rich’s commitment to his role is 
unparalleled. Both teachers and par-
ents alike describe Mr. Rich as com-
forting, helpful, and passionate. One 
teacher described him as a ‘‘superstar 
principal and a fantastic human 
being.’’ Mr. Rich’s record exemplifies 
his clear dedication to public edu-
cation, his students, and our commu-
nity. 

Please join me today in congratu-
lating this well-respected educator and 
beloved member of the 22nd District. 

f 

FOCUS ON THE PAIN THAT 
PEOPLE ARE SUFFERING 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, let 
me first of all say what the world is 
coming to and how much our friends, 
our neighbors in America have had to 
go through: the most recent tragedy 
and massacre in Las Vegas, and now 
the horrendous, unspeakable tragedy 
by fires in California. I offer my sym-
pathy to my friends, MIKE and JARED, 
Congresspersons in California, and we 
look forward to working with them, 
and offer our sympathy for those who 
are lost, those who are missing. 

I think it is important, as we have 
these natural disasters, that we really 
attentively work on the pain that peo-
ple are suffering; that is on the back 
side of Puerto Rico, where there is no 
power, and we don’t know the assess-
ment of loss of life, there is no housing; 
from Florida to the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
where people are still waiting for re-
lief, and the attention is not at the 
peak that it should. Then, in my own 
community, we are in desperate need of 
housing. We have senior citizens, after 
Hurricane Harvey, being dismissed and 
out of their homes. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, we are looking 
for a new disaster supplemental food 
program. We have the okay from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. We 
have the State of Texas ready to work 
with us, but we must make sure that 
our local officials realize that this is a 
disaster and an emergency and that 
they move forward quickly to serve the 
people who are hungry and who are in 
need. 
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So, Harris County, you need to move 

faster to use the Federal funds that we 
now have. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF TOM PETTY 

(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life and legacy of Gaines-
ville’s native son, Mr. Tom Petty. 

Thomas Earl Petty was born on Octo-
ber 20, 1950, and, over a career that 
spanned five decades, collected 28 top 
10 hits, the most of all time. 

But his contribution cannot be meas-
ured in hits or awards. He wrote Amer-
ica’s soundtrack. Tom Petty’s story 
sounds familiar. He grew up in a small 
town, struggled, persisted, and then 
succeeded—a true American Dream 
story. 

But it is not what he did; it is how he 
did it that strikes us. It is the honesty, 
wit, and sentimentality that made his 
music special. Every hit Tom Petty 
crafted became an anthem, each song a 
score to the memorable moments of 
our lives. American life would be much 
diminished without his work. 

Jefferson and Madison wrote our sys-
tem. Twain wrote our story that de-
scribed Early American folklore. Petty 
wrote our songs. The songbook of 
America is bigger and brighter because 
of him. 

Rest in peace as you continue 
‘‘Runnin’ Down a Dream.’’ 

f 

REPUBLICAN STUDY COMMITTEE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
TAYLOR). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
WALKER) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, we are 
here today because, almost 11 months 
ago, the American people voted to give 
Republicans control of unified govern-
ment. They were tired of being crushed 
by rising healthcare costs due to 
ObamaCare. They wanted America’s 
economy to prosper again. They want-
ed a secure border. 

During the months that followed, 
Congress worked with President Trump 
to sign over 50 bills into law. On top of 
that, the House passed over 270 laws 
that now sit in the Senate awaiting ac-
tion. 

Despite this legislation, there is a 
unified voice that is loud and clear ar-
riving daily from our base, saying, 
‘‘Get something done.’’ The reason for 
that call is because Americans con-
tinue to be crushed by government 
policies, something that is very evi-
dent. These are the same policies that 
drove them to vote for us in the first 
place. 

Americans are scarred by the broken 
promises of the former administration. 
They could not keep their doctor, even 

though they were told by the former 
President they could. Their premiums 
did not go down $2,500, and their ex-
changes did not work. 

ObamaCare resulted in fewer options 
and increased costs for many Ameri-
cans. Out-of-pocket costs continue to 
soar, with overage deductibles for 
bronze plans topping $6,000 in 2017. 

Some States, like Arizona, faced pre-
mium increases of 116 percent; Okla-
homa, 69 percent. Tennessee faced a 63 
percent increase. And one-third of 
counties have only one insurer offering 
coverage on the exchange. Some entire 
States like Wyoming, right below me, 
South Carolina, Oklahoma, and Alaska 
only have one insurer. 

Think about that. This trend is pre-
dicted to worsen, with half of American 
counties only having one insurer in 
2018. 

As we have come to almost 8 years 
with the ACA, or ObamaCare, we run a 
risk of thinking that it is normal. Our 
healthcare system was not perfect be-
fore. We are not making that case. But 
ObamaCare made what was already bad 
even worse. 

We cannot think of these stats as 
mere numbers. Americans are really 
suffering under this law. Just because 
Senate Majority Leader MCCONNELL 
gave up on repealing ObamaCare in the 
Senate does not mean Americans will 
give Congress and Republicans a pass. 
We cannot and we must not give up on 
this important promise. 

The burden of ObamaCare is only 
made worse by the lackluster growth of 
the economy in recent years. During 
the Obama administration years, the 
economy failed to grow even once at 
the historic goal of 3 percent a year, 
something we just saw in our last quar-
ter. 

Americans are as industrious and in-
novative as ever. Americans’ work 
ethic is not the problem. It is our anti-
quated tax system that has been 
bogged down over the years by regu-
lators and lobbyists. 

Since our last major rewrite of the 
Tax Code 31 years ago, the same year 
that ‘‘Top Gun’’ was number one in the 
box office, 1986, our Tax Code has added 
over 35,000 pages. Think about that— 
35,000 pages. That is about three 
changes per day. Each page is another 
carve-out or a loophole for the well 
connected, leaving the rest of the econ-
omy behind. 

Our companies are at a disadvantage 
internationally, as our tax rate stands 
at 35 percent, the highest, as we know 
now, in the industrialized world. 

Families continue to be punished 
with a marriage penalty. 

Our Tax Code should be a competi-
tive advantage for our companies com-
peting with the world. It should en-
courage innovators to push the bound-
aries and find success. 

The call to get something done that 
we hear loud and clear from Americans 
is also coupled with a call to make sure 
that we are doing our very best to se-
cure the border. Perhaps there is no 

more vocal call from the past year 
than to build that wall. 

In 2016, the United States saw a surge 
in illegal border crossings, with 46,000 
illegals apprehended in that October 
alone. This is both a fiscal and a secu-
rity issue. 

Border security is more than just the 
border, though. Visa overstays are re-
sponsible for up to 40 percent of illegal 
immigration. We need a solution, and 
we need an action to this problem if we 
are truly to secure the border. 

To add to these problems, more than 
100 sanctuary jurisdictions have en-
acted policies which restrict coopera-
tion with ICE, allowing potentially 
dangerous illegal immigrant criminals 
to remain in our country. 

I am confident that the American 
people will deliver their final grade on 
Republicans over the next 3 months 
simply based on the three issues, the 
three promises that I am speaking 
about today: number one, continuing 
to work and replace and repeal 
ObamaCare; number two, reforming the 
Tax Code; and, number three, securing 
the border. In short, repeal, reform, se-
cure; repeal, reform, secure. We need to 
fulfill these promises in the next 3 
months. The urgency and the time is 
now. 

As I said before, the status quo on 
these policies is literally crushing 
Americans, and this is why they elect-
ed Republicans. In fact, since 1913, 
when Republicans expanded, or when 
the House expanded the 387 Members to 
435, this is the only time in history 
when back-to-back Congresses, the 
Americans have elected 240 or more Re-
publicans, and it is time we did our job. 
We need to keep our promises to the 
American people. 

I am pleased to be joined by members 
of the Republican Study Committee 
today to talk about the importance of 
keeping these promises. That is why it 
is my privilege to introduce one of our 
newer members from Kansas, Rep-
resentative RON ESTES. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Kansas (Mr. ESTES). 

Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
after a decade of inadequate economic 
growth across America, there is new 
growing optimism that our economy is 
about to be set free again. Consumer 
confidence in the economy is the high-
est it has been since 2000. Why? I be-
lieve this is because the American peo-
ple expect us to reform our broken Tax 
Code, and they are excited about it. 

Our outdated and overly complex Tax 
Code has held our economy down for 
the past decade. It is time we fix this 
and empower working families in 
America. 

Real tax reform will be the best way 
to help America climb up the economic 
ladder. A stronger economy will bring 
higher wages and better jobs. The goal 
is to make our Federal Code simple and 
to make it fair. 

b 1730 
The Tax Code, as it is, only benefits 

the rich and well-connected who can 
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