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Mr. Speaker, supporting our entre-

preneurs and small businesses are a top 
priority for both sides of the aisle. Our 
bill will make it easier for small firms 
that receive SBIR and STTR awards to 
bring their products to market and 
achieve commercial success. 

The SBIR and STTR programs are 
also critical to our economy, as they 
support our Nation’s job creators and 
ensure that our country continues to 
produce cutting-edge research and de-
velopment. This ingenuity is what 
makes our country a global economic 
powerhouse. 

These programs, while successful, 
can be improved. The bill before us is a 
step in the right direction insofar as it 
will ensure that all Federal agencies 
are enhancing efforts to help more 
small businesses obtain SBIR and 
STTR funding and bring their innova-
tive products to market. 

Therefore, I respectfully urge my col-
leagues to support this bipartisan bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
all those who spoke on this legislation, 
a very bipartisan, good legislation, 
here this afternoon on the House floor. 

In closing, whether it is new software 
system for tracking contract payments 
or a new medical device to help with 
cancer treatments, or a new piece of 
technology that literally saves lives on 
the battlefield, the SBIR and STTR 
programs have consistently delivered 
results to Federal agencies. They are 
worthy programs that do what they are 
supposed to do, but we can always do 
better. This legislation improves and 
modernizes these programs, and I ask 
that all of my colleagues support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I support 
H.R. 2763, the Small Business Innovation Re-
search and Small Business Technology Trans-
fer Improvements Act of 2017. 

And I thank the gentleman from California, 
Mr. KNIGHT, for introducing this important leg-
islation. He serves on the two Committees that 
share jurisdiction over the SBIR and STTR 
programs: the Small Business Committee, 
chaired by my good friend, Mr. CHABOT, and 
the Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee, which I chair. 

Mr. KNIGHT took the lead on last year’s time-
ly reauthorization of the SBIR and STTR pro-
grams, and he is the sponsor of H.R. 2763, 
which makes a number of needed policy 
changes to increase the programs’ efficiency 
and effectiveness. 

The SBIR program was signed into law by 
President Reagan in 1982, followed by the 
STTR program in 1992. These programs help 
spur economic innovation and competitive-
ness, and increase small business participa-
tion in federal research and development ac-
tivity. 

SBIR and STTR award winners convert the 
results of taxpayer-supported pioneering re-
search into products that are critical to our 
economic competitiveness and national secu-
rity. Recent examples include parts for 
NASA’s Mars Rover and a unique cockpit air-
bag system to protect Army helicopter pilots. 

Today 11 federal agencies provide funding 
to small businesses through SBIR, and five 
agencies provide funding through STTR—a 
total of nearly $3 billion this fiscal year. That’s 
more than 66 times greater than the $45 mil-
lion spent under the original program in 1983. 

Recipients of SBIR and STTR funding have 
boosted scientific and technological innovation 
and created hundreds of thousands of Amer-
ican jobs. 

Several large, international companies like 
Qualcomm, Sonicare and Symantec can trace 
their initial growth to when they were small 
businesses that received SBIR and STTR sup-
port. 

I want to call attention to two provisions of 
H.R. 2763 that were added by Members of the 
Science Committee. 

A provision authored by Mr. HULTGREN re-
quires participating federal agencies to give 
priority to SBIR and STTR projects that will 
strengthen American manufacturing innovation 
and increase manufacturing jobs in our coun-
try. 

A provision authored by Mr. HIGGINS re-
quires federal agencies engaged in cyber se-
curity research to give priority to SBIR and 
STTR projects that will spur advances in cyber 
security to protect the American people from 
increasingly aggressive and malicious cyber- 
attacks. 

The legislation before us addresses a num-
ber of red flags raised by the Government Ac-
countability Office (GAO) about lax administra-
tion of the SBIR and STTR programs. 

Several participating agencies do not 
produce accurate, timely information that Con-
gress requires to evaluate program perform-
ance. 

The U.S. Small Business Administration has 
not submitted its required, comprehensive an-
nual report to Congress since 2013. 

The last administration provided virtually no 
information to Congress and taxpayers about 
the SBIR and STTR programs. 

It’s reassuring that SBA associate adminis-
trator Joseph Shepard promised during a joint 
hearing of our Committee and the Small Busi-
ness Committee that annual reports will be 
submitted on time. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2763 was unanimously 
approved by both the House Small Business 
Committee and the House Science Com-
mittee. I urge all of my colleagues to support 
it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 2763, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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POWER AND SECURITY SYSTEMS 
(PASS) ACT 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 
190) to provide for consideration of the 
extension under the Energy Policy and 
Conservation Act of nonapplication of 
No-Load Mode energy efficiency stand-

ards to certain security or life safety 
alarms or surveillance systems, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 190 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Power And 
Security Systems (PASS) Act’’. 
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF NONAPPLICATION OF NO- 

LOAD MODE ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
STANDARD TO CERTAIN SECURITY 
OR LIFE SAFETY ALARM OR SUR-
VEILLANCE SYSTEMS. 

(a) Section 325(u)(3)(D)(ii) of the Energy 
Policy and Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 
6295(u)(3)(D)(ii)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘2015’’ each place it appears 
and inserting ‘‘2021’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘2017’’ and inserting ‘‘2023’’. 
(b) Section 325(u)(3)(E) of the Energy Pol-

icy and Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 
6295(u)(3)(E)) is amended— 

(1) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘July 1, 2017,’’ 
and inserting ‘‘the effective date of the 
amendment under subparagraph (D)(ii)’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(iv) TREATMENT IN RULE.—In the rule 

under subparagraph (D)(ii) and subsequent 
amendments the Secretary may treat some 
or all external power supplies designed to be 
connected to a security or life safety alarm 
or surveillance system as a separate product 
class or may extend the nonapplication 
under clause (ii).’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. OLSON) and the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. RUSH) each will con-
trol 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material in the record. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self as much time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of S. 190. 
External power supplies are used for 

all sorts of devices, and we have 
learned from experience that the Fed-
eral energy efficiency standards some-
times don’t work in the ways we want 
them to. In particular, we need an ex-
emption from these rules for the secu-
rity and life safety alarms and surveil-
lance alarms. 

S. 190, the Power and Security Sys-
tems, or PASS, Act, provides targeted 
exemptions that allow these critical 
uses to stay on the market. 

Devices like home security alarms or 
fire detection need to be on 24/7, 365, 
but the 2007 energy law on energy effi-
ciency standards for external power 
supplies does not allow for this. Since 
then, Congress has created exemptions 
for these ‘‘always on’’ devices, but this 
exemption ended on July 1 of 2017. S. 
190 extends this exemption out to 2023. 
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The result of this bill would be that 

these important security systems will 
continue to be available, preserving the 
jobs of those who make them, and, 
most importantly, the safety of those 
who use them. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this measure, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 
190, the Power and Security Systems, 
or PASS, Act. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill would provide a 
noncontroversial technical fix to a De-
partment of Energy efficiency stand-
ard, and it has widespread bipartisan 
support. 

I would also like to acknowledge my 
colleagues, Mr. WELCH from Vermont, 
Mr. BROOKS from Alabama, as well as 
Senator GARDNER and Senator CANT-
WELL, for their work in sponsoring this 
bill and getting it to the floor here 
today. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation would 
simply amend the Energy Policy and 
Conservation Act to require the De-
partment of Energy to issue a rule by 
July 1, 2021, which would determine 
whether energy conservation standards 
for external power supplies should be 
amended. 

The rule must contain any amend-
ment standards and would apply to 
products manufactured on or after July 
1, 2023. 

Mr. Speaker, current law exempts ex-
ternal power supplies for security or 
life safety systems from energy con-
servation standards until July 1, 2017. 
This bill simply extends that exemp-
tion to July 1, 2023. 

Mr. Speaker, this clarification is nec-
essary in order to exclude power supply 
circuits, drivers, and devices that are 
designed to power security alarms, life-
saving devices, and surveillance sys-
tems. 

Mr. Speaker, as I stated, this legisla-
tive fix has widespread support from 
both houses of Congress, from both 
sides of the aisle, as well as from indus-
try and the energy efficiency commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this valuable piece 
of legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I close 
with a short and sweet: good bill, vote 
for it. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. OLSON) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, S. 190. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

NATIONAL CLINICAL CARE 
COMMISSION ACT 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 
920) to establish a National Clinical 
Care Commission. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 920 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National 
Clinical Care Commission Act’’. 
SEC. 2. NATIONAL CLINICAL CARE COMMISSION. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby es-
tablished, within the Department of Health 
and Human Services, a National Clinical 
Care Commission (in this section referred to 
as the ‘‘Commission’’) to evaluate and make 
recommendations regarding improvements 
to the coordination and leveraging of pro-
grams within the Department and other Fed-
eral agencies related to awareness and clin-
ical care for at least one, but not more than 
two, complex metabolic or autoimmune dis-
eases resulting from issues related to insulin 
that represent a significant disease burden in 
the United States, which may include com-
plications due to such diseases. 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall be 

composed of the following voting members: 
(A) The heads of the following Federal 

agencies and departments, or their des-
ignees: 

(i) The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services. 

(ii) The Agency for Healthcare Research 
and Quality. 

(iii) The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

(iv) The Indian Health Service. 
(v) The Department of Veterans Affairs. 
(vi) The National Institutes of Health. 
(vii) The Food and Drug Administration. 
(viii) The Health Resources and Services 

Administration. 
(ix) The Department of Defense. 
(x) The Department of Agriculture. 
(xi) The Office of Minority Health. 
(B) Twelve additional voting members ap-

pointed under paragraph (2). 
(2) ADDITIONAL MEMBERS.—The Commission 

shall include additional voting members, as 
may be appointed by the Secretary, with ex-
pertise in the prevention, care, and epidemi-
ology of any of the diseases and complica-
tions described in subsection (a), including 
one or more such members from each of the 
following categories: 

(A) Physician specialties, including clin-
ical endocrinologists, that play a role in the 
prevention or treatment of diseases and com-
plications described in subsection (a). 

(B) Primary care physicians. 
(C) Non-physician health care profes-

sionals. 
(D) Patient advocates. 
(E) National experts, including public 

health experts, in the duties listed under 
subsection (c). 

(F) Health care providers furnishing serv-
ices to a patient population that consists of 
a high percentage (as specified by the Sec-
retary) of individuals who are enrolled in a 
State plan under title XIX of the Social Se-
curity Act or who are not covered under a 
health plan or health insurance coverage. 

(3) CHAIRPERSON.—The members of the 
Commission shall select a chairperson from 
the members appointed under paragraph (2). 

(4) MEETINGS.—The Commission shall meet 
at least twice, and not more than four times, 
a year. 

(5) VACANCIES.—A vacancy on the Commis-
sion shall be filled in the same manner as the 
original appointments. 

(c) DUTIES.—The Commission shall evalu-
ate and make recommendations, as appro-
priate, to the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services and Congress regarding— 

(1) Federal programs of the Department of 
Health and Human Services that focus on 
preventing and reducing the incidence of the 
diseases and complications described in sub-
section (a); 

(2) current activities and gaps in Federal 
efforts to support clinicians in providing in-
tegrated, high-quality care to individuals 
with the diseases and complications de-
scribed in subsection (a); 

(3) the improvement in, and improved co-
ordination of, Federal education and aware-
ness activities related to the prevention and 
treatment of the diseases and complications 
described in subsection (a), which may in-
clude the utilization of new and existing 
technologies; 

(4) methods for outreach and dissemination 
of education and awareness materials that— 

(A) address the diseases and complications 
described in subsection (a); 

(B) are funded by the Federal Government; 
and 

(C) are intended for health care profes-
sionals and the public; and 

(5) whether there are opportunities for con-
solidation of inappropriately overlapping or 
duplicative Federal programs related to the 
diseases and complications described in sub-
section (a). 

(d) OPERATING PLAN.—Not later than 90 
days after its first meeting, the Commission 
shall submit to the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services and the Congress an oper-
ating plan for carrying out the activities of 
the Commission as described in subsection 
(c). Such operating plan may include— 

(1) a list of specific activities that the 
Commission plans to conduct for purposes of 
carrying out the duties described in each of 
the paragraphs in subsection (c); 

(2) a plan for completing the activities; 
(3) a list of members of the Commission 

and other individuals who are not members 
of the Commission who will need to be in-
volved to conduct such activities; 

(4) an explanation of Federal agency in-
volvement and coordination needed to con-
duct such activities; 

(5) a budget for conducting such activities; 
and 

(6) other information that the Commission 
deems appropriate. 

(e) FINAL REPORT.—By not later than 3 
years after the date of the Commission’s 
first meeting, the Commission shall submit 
to the Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices and the Congress a final report con-
taining all of the findings and recommenda-
tions required by this section. 

(f) SUNSET.—The Commission shall termi-
nate 60 days after submitting its final report, 
but not later than the end of fiscal year 2021. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. OLSON) and the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. RUSH) each will con-
trol 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material in the 
RECORD. 
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