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Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise today in support of H.R. 294, in-
troduced by Congressman PETE OLSON
of Texas. The bill names the Pearland,
Texas, Post Office, located at 2700
Cullen Boulevard, as the Endy
Nddiobong Ekpanya Post Office Build-
ing in honor of the Pearland police offi-
cer who fell in the line of duty in 2015.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. OLSON), the sponsor of the
bill, so that he can explain the bill.

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, first, I
want to thank my friend from Montana
for bringing this bill forward this after-
noon.

Mr. Speaker, this is a great day back
home in Pearland, Texas, because right
now this House is about to honor a fall-
en hero from Pearland, Endy Ekpanya.

Endy was born in Nigeria in 1985, the
same year I graduated from college.
When he was 11, his family left Nigeria
to come to America to provide a better
life for them. They moved to Long Is-
land in 1996. He obtained a degree in
psychology and sociology from Hofstra
University in New York and later
earned his MBA and master’s degree in
criminal justice from the University of
Maryland.

The call to serve his country and his
community never left Endy, which is
why, after moving to Pearland, Texas,
he enrolled in the Alvin Community
College Police Academy. He graduated
with the 105th class in December of
2015, and he was sworn in as a Pearland
police officer 6 months later.

In less than 6 months after December
of 2015, his time with us was cut short
just 2 days before his 31st birthday. At
approximately 4 a.m. on the morning of
June 12, 2016, Endy was hit head-on by
a drunk driver while responding to an
emergency call. He was the first officer
to die in Pearland while on duty in
over 40 years.

Endy’s life embodies the selfless dedi-
cation of our law enforcement officials
back in Pearland. His sacrifice will
never ever be forgotten. That is why I
am proud that today this House will
pass a bill to name the post office at
2700 Cullen Boulevard after Endy. It
will be a source of great pride for our
local community and will ensure that
his sacrifice is remembered for genera-
tions to come.

This small gesture can’t make up for
the loss of Endy’s life. The grief his
wife, his young son, and his parents
have will never go away. The Pearland
community has suffered, but this small
gesture is a testament to Endy’s com-
mitment to protect and serve. It will
be an inspiration for future generations
to strive to improve their community
just like Endy did in his short time
with us.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’” vote on
this bill.

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.
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I am pleased to join my colleagues in
consideration of H.R. 294, a bill to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Post Office located at 2700 Cullen Bou-
levard in Pearland, Texas, as the Endy
Nddiobong Ekpanya Post Office.

Endy Ekpanya reflected the best of
America. Born in Nigeria in 1985, Endy
immigrated to the United States in
1996. Here, he obtained U.S. citizenship,
a college education, and two master’s
degrees.

Endy’s deep love of family and com-
munity inspired him to join the police
force so he could help those in need. He
hoped that his hard work in the class-
room and the field would help him be a
role model for his young son, Julian.

As a rookie member of the Pearland
Police Department, Officer Ekpanya
took his duty to protect his commu-
nity seriously but always found a way
to brighten his fellow officers’ days.
Tragically, on June 1, 2016, Officer
Ekpanya was killed when a drunk driv-
er struck his police cruiser as he was
responding to a call.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill
to honor Officer Endy Ekpanya’s dedi-
cation to his education, family, and
community, and to remember the sac-
rifices he made while working to pro-
tect those he loved.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the passage of
H.R. 294, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I
urge adoption of the bill in recognition
of Officer Ekpanya’s sacrifice to our
Nation, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Montana (Mr.
GIANFORTE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 294.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

JAVIER VEGA, JR. MEMORIAL ACT
OF 2017

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 1617) to designate the checkpoint of
the United States Border Patrol lo-
cated on United States Highway 77
North in Sarita, Texas, as the ‘“‘Javier
Vega, Jr. Border Patrol Checkpoint’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1617

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Javier Vega,
Jr. Memorial Act of 2017".

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) A native of La Feria, Texas, Border Pa-
trol Agent Javier Vega, Jr., served his coun-
try first a member of the United States Ma-
rines Corps and then proudly as a border pa-
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trol agent in the canine division with his
dog, Goldie.

(2) Agent Vega was assigned to the
Kingsville, Texas, Border Patrol Station as a
canine handler and worked primarily at the
Sarita Border Patrol Checkpoint.

(3) On August 3, 2014, Agent Vega was on a
fishing trip with his family near
Raymondville, Texas, when 2 criminal aliens
attempted to rob and attack them.

(4) Agent Vega was shot and killed while
attempting to subdue the assailants and pro-
tecting his family.

(5) Agent Vega is survived by his wife, par-
ents, 3 sons, brother, sister-in-law, niece, and
dog, Goldie.

SEC. 3. DESIGNATION.

The checkpoint of the United States Bor-
der Patrol located on United States Highway
77 North in Sarita, Texas, shall be known
and designated as the ‘‘Javier Vega, Jr. Bor-
der Patrol Checkpoint’’.

SEC. 4. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the checkpoint described in
section 3 shall be deemed to be a reference to
the ‘‘Javier Vega, Jr. Border Patrol Check-
point”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. BARLETTA) and the
gentlewoman from the District of Co-
lumbia (Ms. NORTON) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on S. 1617.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

The Javier Vega, Jr. Memorial Act of
2017 would designate the Border Patrol
checkpoint on United States Highway
77 North in Sarita, Texas, as the Javier
Vega, Jr. Border Patrol Checkpoint.

After serving his country honorably
as a United States Marine, Agent Vega
joined the United States Border Patrol
in 2008. During his time in the United
States Border Patrol, he served as a ca-
nine handler and was involved in 42 sei-
zures of narcotics and 38 separate cases
involving the apprehension of 238 ille-
gal immigrants. He was a man of honor
and duty, a man who loved his family,
and a man who would give his life in
service to his country.

On August 3, 2014, in Raymondville,
Texas, Agent Vega took his wife, three
children, and parents out for a day of
fishing. While fishing with his family,
two illegal immigrants attempted to
rob them.

These illegal immigrants had been
deported multiple times for wvarious
crimes. Law enforcement believed they
had conducted a string of similar rob-
beries at the behest of a Mexican car-
tel.

Agent Vega sprung into action to de-
fend his family. While drawing his fire-
arm, Agent Vega was shot in the chest.
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His father was also shot and wounded.
Though his family did everything pos-
sible to help, Agent Vega, tragically,
passed away.

On September 20, 2016, Border Patrol
determined that Agent Vega’s actions
were instinctive as a result of his law
enforcement training. He did what law
enforcement in America does: he put
himself in harm’s way. As a result, his
death was determined to have been in
the line of duty.

This bill honors the service of Agent
Vega. He made the ultimate sacrifice
for his family and his country. Today,
the House will name the Border Patrol
checkpoint after him where he and his
service dog, Goldie, served.

Every day, the men and women of the
United States Border Patrol put on
their uniforms and put their lives on
the line to protect America’s borders.
Tragically, as we see in the case of
Agent Vega, even when spending time
with family, they may be called to
serve.

On Sunday, President Trump un-
veiled immigration enforcement poli-
cies that will ensure other families will
not have to face the devastating loss of
a loved one at the hands of an illegal
immigrant. I hope Congress can work
together to make those proposals a re-
ality. I believe it is more than fitting
to name this checkpoint after Agent
Javier Vega, Jr.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the re-
marks of my good friend from Pennsyl-
vania, and I, too, rise in support of S.
1617, a bill to designate the checkpoint
of the United States Border Patrol lo-
cated on United States Highway 77
North in Sarita, Texas, as the Javier
Vega, Jr. Border Patrol Checkpoint.

Javier Vega, Jr., was Kkilled in the
line of duty on August 3, 2014, while
trying to stop a criminal act and try-
ing to protect his family in
Raymondville, Texas. While fishing
with his wife, with his children, and
with his parents, two men approached
him and tried to rob his family.

Agent Vega attempted to stop the
robbery by drawing his gun, and we
know that Border Patrol agents may
carry their guns when they are off duty
because they are law enforcement offi-
cials. He was shot in the chest. Agent
Vega was rushed to the hospital after
he was shot but died soon thereafter.

It was determined that Agent Vega
was aware of a pattern of robberies in
the area due to his role as a Border Pa-
trol agent and that he identified him-
self as an agent before he was fatally
shot. The U.S. Border Patrol consid-
ered those facts and later determined
that Javier Vega, Jr., was murdered in
the line of duty, ensuring that Agent
Vega’s name was enshrined at the Cus-
toms and Border Protection Valor Me-
morial.

Agent Vega was a U.S. Marine vet-
eran and had served with the United
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States Border Patrol for 6 years before
his untimely death. He served his coun-
try with honor and distinction.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support this
legislation honoring the life and death
of Javier Vega, Jr., by naming this
checkpoint after him. I urge my col-
leagues to pass S. 1617, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
BARLETTA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 1617.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 44 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

O 1830
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. FITZPATRICK) at 6 o’clock
and 30 minutes p.m.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
S. 585, DR. CHRIS KIRKPATRICK
WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTION
ACT OF 2017; PROVIDING FOR
PROCEEDINGS DURING THE PE-
RIOD FROM OCTOBER 16, 2017,
THROUGH OCTOBER 20, 2017; AND
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE
RULES

MR. WOODALL, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 115-345) on the resolution (H.
Res. 562) providing for consideration of
the bill (S. 585) to provide greater whis-
tleblower protections for Federal em-
ployees, increased awareness of Federal
whistleblower protections, and in-
creased accountability and required
discipline for Federal supervisors who
retaliate against whistleblowers, and
for other purposes; providing for pro-
ceedings during the period from Octo-
ber 16, 2017, through October 20, 2017;
and providing for consideration of mo-
tions to suspend the rules, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings

will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.
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Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 1858, by the yeas and nays; and

H.R. 2464, by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The re-
maining electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 5-minute vote.

——————

STAFF SERGEANT RYAN SCOTT
OSTROM POST OFFICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1858) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 4514 Williamson Trail in Lib-
erty, Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Staff Ser-
geant Ryan Scott Ostrom Post Office”’,
on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Montana (Mr.
GIANFORTE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 397, nays 0,
not voting 36, as follows:

[Roll No. 558]

YEAS—397

Abraham Castor (FL) Dunn
Adams Castro (TX) Ellison
Aderholt Chabot Emmer
Aguilar Cheney Engel
Allen Chu, Judy Eshoo
Amash Cicilline Estes (KS)
Amodei Clark (MA) Esty (CT)
Arrington Clarke (NY) Evans
Babin Clay Farenthold
Bacon Clyburn Faso
Banks (IN) Coffman Ferguson
Barletta Cohen Fitzpatrick
Barr Cole Fleischmann
Barragan Collins (GA) Flores
Barton Collins (NY) Fortenberry
Bass Comer Foster
Bera Comstock Foxx
Bergman Conaway Frankel (FL)
Beyer Connolly Franks (AZ)
Biggs Conyers Frelinghuysen
Bilirakis Cook Fudge
Bishop (GA) Cooper Gabbard
Bishop (MI) Correa Gaetz
Bishop (UT) Costa Gallagher
Black Costello (PA) Gallego
Blackburn Courtney Garamendi
Blum Cramer Garrett
Blumenauer Crawford Gianforte
Blunt Rochester  Crist Gibbs
Bonamici Crowley Gohmert
Bost Cuellar Gomez
Boyle, Brendan Culberson Gonzalez (TX)

F. Cummings Goodlatte
Brady (PA) Curbelo (FL) Gosar
Brady (TX) Davidson Gottheimer
Brat Davis, Danny Gowdy
Brooks (AL) Davis, Rodney Granger
Brooks (IN) DeFazio Graves (GA)
Brown (MD) DeGette Graves (LA)
Brownley (CA) Delaney Graves (MO)
Buchanan DeLauro Green, Al
Buck DelBene Green, Gene
Bucshon Demings Griffith
Budd Dent Grothman
Burgess DeSantis Guthrie
Bustos DeSaulnier Handel
Butterfield Deutch Harper
Byrne Diaz-Balart Harris
Calvert Dingell Hartzler
Capuano Doggett Heck
Carbajal Donovan Hensarling
Cardenas Doyle, Michael Herrera Beutler
Carson (IN) F. Hice, Jody B.
Carter (GA) Duffy Higgins (LA)
Carter (TX) Duncan (SC) Higgins (NY)
Cartwright Duncan (TN) Hill
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