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It is not a war on coal. Coal produc-

tion is not singled out in the Clean 
Power Plan regulations. But what it 
does say is that any plant, whether it 
is coal, natural gas, or solar panels, 
you have got to address the question of 
carbon emissions. You don’t get to 
produce that power and then leave a 
mess behind you. That is a very simple 
principle that I think every American 
can understand. 

Unfortunately, it is about to be 
torpedoed by the EPA Administrator, 
who, by the way, was in the courtroom 
trying to argue against this in the 
courts back in 2014 and came out on 
the losing decision. I guess he got his 
revenge not just on the Court but, un-
fortunately, all of us who have to live 
with this terrible rule. 

Mr. Speaker, again, let’s reverse that 
decision. Let’s move toward the future 
with a type of power that will protect 
the environment and grow jobs. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF TROOPER 
TIMOTHY O’NEILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. MITCHELL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor a fallen hero. Tragically, 
Michigan State Trooper Timothy 
O’Neill made the ultimate sacrifice in 
an on-duty motorcycle accident. 

I rise to offer my support and love to 
Trooper O’Neill’s friends, family, and 
all who were fortunate enough to know 
him. As the proud parent of a police of-
ficer, I can only imagine the pain you 
must feel. Words are inadequate at 
such a time of sorrow, but please know 
you are in my prayers. 

Trooper O’Neill was known by his 
friends, fiancee, and family for his 
sense of humor, compassion for ani-
mals, and deep love for his family. He 
is also remembered for his commit-
ment to bettering our community and 
our safety. 

I ask my colleagues and all those 
watching to join me in a prayer for 
Trooper O’Neill; his fiancee, Carli 
Hicks; parents, Kristine and Michael 
O’Neill; siblings, Sara O’Neill and 
Brian O’Neill; and his entire family. 

May God bless them all. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF 
THELONIOUS MONK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize one of the most 
innovative jazz musicians of all time, 
the legendary Thelonious Monk. 

This legend, Mr. Speaker, was born in 
my congressional district in the State 
of North Carolina, and would have 
turned 100 years old today. 

Thelonious Sphere Monk was the sec-
ond of three children born to 
Thelonious, Sr., and Barbara Monk on 
October 10, 1917, in Rocky Mount, 

North Carolina. Though Monk and his 
family left Rocky Mount for New York 
City when Thelonious was a child, 
scholars and fellow musicians say 
Monk’s North Carolina roots had an 
important influence on the man and 
his music. 

Writer Sam Stephenson credited 
Thelonious Monk’s Carolina roots in 
the ‘‘Oxford American,’’ writing that 
Rocky Mount’s flourishing tobacco cul-
ture and rail yard was one of the larg-
est in all of the South the year Monk 
was born. Stephenson speculated those 
railways may have inspired Monk’s 
composition ‘‘Little Rootie Tootie,’’ 
which features train whistle sounds. 

Mr. Speaker, incidentally, the city of 
Rocky Mount, North Carolina, is di-
vided between two counties, Nash 
County and Edgecombe County. The 
railroad in that community is the di-
viding line. 

Every day, the CSX and Amtrak 
trains come through that community. 
They have been doing that for a very 
long time. Those train tracks were 
first established in 1855, even before the 
Civil War. It was established as the 
Wilmington to Weldon Railroad. It was 
the longest railroad in the entire 
world, consisting of more than 160 
miles of track. It came through Mr. 
Monk’s hometown. 

Thelonious Monk began studying 
classical piano at the age of 11 and 
showed an early aptitude for the in-
strument. By the time he was 13 years 
old, he had won the weekly amateur 
competition at the Apollo Theater so 
many times that management banned 
him from reentering the contest there 
in Harlem. 

In 1941, Monk began working at 
Minton’s Playhouse in Harlem, where 
he joined the house band and helped de-
velop the school of jazz known as 
bebop. 

Alongside fellow jazz greats Charlie 
Parker, Dizzy Gillespie, Eubie Blake, 
and Ruble Blakey, Monk honed his fast 
and often improvised style that would 
later become synonymous with modern 
jazz. 

Thelonious Monk’s first known re-
cording was made in 1944, when he 
worked as a member of the Coleman 
Hawkins Quartet. Monk did not record 
under his own name, however, until 
1947, when he played as the leader of a 
sextet session for Blue Note. 

In 1947, he married Nellie Smith, his 
longtime sweetheart. Two children 
were born to the marriage, whom they 
named after Monk’s parents, 
Thelonious and Barbara. 

In 1952, Monk signed a contract with 
Prestige Records, which produced 
pieces like ‘‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes’’ 
and ‘‘Bags’ Groove,’’ which he recorded 
with Miles Davis in 1954. In 1956, Mr. 
Speaker, Monk released his third 
album, ‘‘Brilliant Corners,’’ which is 
considered by many to be his first true 
masterpiece. 

In 1957, the Thelonious Monk Quar-
tet, which included John Coltrane, 
began performing regularly, with tours 
across the United States and Europe. 

By 1964, Monk was popular with the 
mainstream audience and became one 
of the four jazz musicians ever to grace 
the cover of Time magazine. 

The years that followed included sev-
eral overseas tours, but by the early 
1970s, Monk was ready to give it up. He 
was ready to retire from the limelight. 
After battling illnesses for several 
years, Monk passed away from a stroke 
in 1982. 

Finally, Thelonious Monk, Mr. 
Speaker, has since been inducted into 
the North Carolina Music Hall of Fame 
and the Grammy Hall of Fame, added 
to the Library of Congress’ National 
Recording Registry, awarded a Pulitzer 
Prize, and featured on a United States 
postage stamp. 

Thelonious Monk left a legacy as one 
of the originators of modern jazz 
music. That is why the city of Rocky 
Mount is so proud of their native son. 
They celebrated this past weekend in 
various places throughout the city 
honoring and celebrating the life of 
this great musician. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today 
in paying tribute to an outstanding 
artist, Thelonious Monk, as his family; 
the residents of Rocky Mount, North 
Carolina; and the country prepare to 
celebrate his 100th birthday. 

f 

BEAU BIDEN FOUNDATION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

MITCHELL). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
FITZPATRICK) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the formation 
of a partnership between the Beau 
Biden Foundation and Doylestown 
Health, which will clear the way for ef-
forts to prevent, recognize, and react 
appropriately to child sexual abuse in 
our community. 

This critical program will be funded 
through the generous support of the 
Cowhey Family ShopRite in War-
minster and will train local medical 
staff in the Darkness to Light’s Stew-
ards of Children course utilizing online 
education tools. 

There is no doubt that because of the 
compassionate efforts of these organi-
zations, the Beau Biden Foundation, 
Doylestown Health, and the Cowhey 
Family ShopRite in Warminster, Bucks 
County, children will be safer and our 
community stronger. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand in strong sup-
port of this vital new partnership and 
all efforts to protect our society’s most 
vulnerable. 
HONORING THE LIFE OF CHRISTOPHER WARD, SR. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a lifelong Levit-
town resident, Christopher Ward, Sr., 
who passed away suddenly last month. 

Born in Bristol, Pennsylvania, Chris 
became an accomplished businessman 
and a true pillar of our community. 
With all his success, he strongly sup-
ported local small businesses and al-
ways rooted for the underdog. 

People in Levittown will remember 
Chris as the co-owner of Bailey’s Bar & 
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Grille and Bailey’s Plaza. But to his 
friends, employees, family, and all 
those who had the pleasure of truly 
knowing him, Chris was a humble, 
kind, selfless man with a loving, caring 
heart. He loved to make everyone 
laugh with his unique sense of humor, 
but what made him the happiest was 
being ‘‘Chocolate Pop-Pop’’ and spend-
ing time with his family. 

Mr. Speaker, Chris strove to be the 
very best father, son, grandfather, 
uncle, and brother. He will be sorely 
missed by our entire community. 

b 1215 
DYSAUTONOMIA AWARENESS MONTH 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize October as 
Dysautonomia Awareness Month. 
‘‘Dysautonomia’’ is a general term 
used to address any disease that aggra-
vates the autonomic nervous system, 
adversely affecting the body’s involun-
tary functions. There are many types 
of dysautonomia, which can lead to 
other devastating illnesses, including 
Parkinson’s disease and lupus. 

Dysautonomia afflicts nearly 70 mil-
lion people of all ages worldwide, in-
cluding constituents in my district like 
Liz Kennerley. While there is no cure, 
there are many treatments to improve 
quality of life, including medications 
and lifestyle changes. 

This month, we work to spread 
awareness of dysautonomia through 
education, community events, and lob-
bying, and we inspire family, friends, 
and neighbors to get involved and to 
take action. 

It is necessary that communities 
hold events for spreading the word 
about dysautonomia and for funding 
research to find a cure. It is on us to 
educate the public about this illness 
and to race towards a cure. 

f 

UNFAIRLY WITHHOLDING TEACH-
ERS’ SOCIAL SECURITY BENE-
FITS EARNED THROUGH SEC-
ONDARY EMPLOYMENT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud to represent thousands of teach-
ers across west Texas who have dedi-
cated their careers to educating and 
preparing our children for the future. 

As a former member of the Midland 
Independent School Board, I under-
stand the impact these selfless individ-
uals have on our communities. Unfor-
tunately, we honor their service to our 
communities by unfairly withholding 
Social Security benefits that they have 
earned through secondary employment. 

While this policy, known as the wind-
fall elimination provision, was well-in-
tended, it has proven to be ill-con-
ceived. Many educators have been 
harmed by the unintended con-
sequences that have created uncer-
tainty and put a damper on the other-
wise joyous occasion of retirement. 

It is imperative that we solve this 
issue and give our Texas teachers the 

ability to collect the Social Security 
benefits that they deserve. I remain 
committed to working with my col-
leagues in the House to find a fair and 
equitable resolution to this issue to en-
sure that our educators have access to 
the Social Security benefits and pen-
sions they most certainly have earned. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FITZPATRICK). Pursuant to clause 12(a) 
of rule I, the Chair declares the House 
in recess until 2 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 18 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. GOHMERT) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

While Members come to the end of a 
long weekend of constituent visits, 
bless them and those with whom they 
consult among those they represent 
with wisdom, patience, and generosity 
as they seek law and policy that bene-
fits not only local interests but, where 
possible, the greater common good of 
our country. 

We again ask You to impel those who 
possess power here in the Capitol to be 
mindful of those Americans who pos-
sess little or no power, most especially 
in these days those recovering in Puer-
to Rico. 

Finally, we are mindful of yet an-
other natural disaster unfolding in 
California, with massive wildfires. We 
ask You to protect those who combat 
these fires and comfort those who have 
or will lose their homes and posses-
sions. 

May all that is done today be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. BLU-
MENAUER) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion from the House of Representa-
tives: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, October 5, 2017. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Upon further discus-
sion with my family, I have made the deci-
sion to resign my position as Member of the 
House of Representatives for Pennsylvania’s 
18th Congressional District, effective Octo-
ber 21, 2017. 

I am grateful for the opportunity to have 
served the people of southwestern Pennsyl-
vania and to have worked with the talented 
and dedicated men and women of the United 
States Congress. 

Sincerely, 
TIM MURPHY. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, October 5, 2017. 

DEAR GOVERNOR WOLF: This letter serves 
to inform you I am resigning my position as 
Member of the House of Representatives for 
Pennsylvania’s 18th Congressional District 
effective October 21, 2017. 

Sincerely, 
TIM MURPHY. 

f 

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the many women who have 
lost their lives to breast cancer and 
those who have survived. 

As you know, October is Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month. In order to pre-
vent additional loss of life, it is essen-
tial that women educate themselves on 
prevention and receive regular 
screenings. 

In 2008, I cosponsored legislation sup-
porting the observance of Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month, in part, to help 
get the message out that this disease 
can and does kill men and women of all 
ages. 

According to the American Cancer 
Society, since 2007, death rates in older 
women with breast cancer are decreas-
ing, yet death rates in women under 
the age of 50 are steady. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all women 
watching to get screened regularly for 
this devastating disease. 

f 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS 
MONTH 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, domestic violence is a 
scourge. Its physical and psychological 
effects have lifelong consequences for 
survivors, their families, and their 
children. 
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