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the substantial evidence that unborn
babies at this stage can and do feel
pain.

I am proud to support H.R. 36, and I
am glad it passed the House. I will con-
tinue to do all I can to advance a cul-
ture of life in Idaho and in America.

———

HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN PUERTO
RICO

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, right
now, 3.5 million Americans, our fellow
citizens, are facing a humanitarian cri-
sis. In Puerto Rico, the majority of
people still lack basic electricity, clean
drinking water, and medicine, the bare
basic necessities just to stay alive—not
to speak of the basic resources they
need to begin the great task of rebuild-
ing their lives and their communities.

It has been days since the hurricane
passed over Puerto Rico leaving death
and destruction in its wake. The people
of Puerto Rico are literally crying out
for help. There are far too many, espe-
cially those in rural communities, who
still have not been reached by those
bringing aid. As a Representative from
an island State in Hawaii, I can only
imagine their frustration and despera-
tion.

I urge the administration to dedicate
all available resources to helping the
people of Puerto Rico. Work with Con-
gress to pass an emergency aid package
to ensure that those delivering aid
have what they need to help the people
of Puerto Rico and save lives.

—————

VA-CREDENTIALED
HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS TO
PRACTICE TELEMEDICINE
ACROSS STATE LINES

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to commend
the Department of Veterans Affairs for
proposing a rule that will allow VA-
credentialed healthcare providers to
practice telemedicine across State
lines. This is excellent news because
our veterans should receive the best
care possible no matter where they live
or are located.

With advances in technology, we see
new opportunities for veterans to ob-
tain coverage through telemedicine, es-
pecially in some of our most rural
areas.

The VA rule is similar to a bill that
I introduced together with Representa-
tive JULIA BROWNLEY, called the VETS
Act. The existing licensure require-
ments for VA service providers are not
in line with the technology and care
available today.

Outdated regulations prevent individ-
uals who receive care within the VA
system from accessing qualified pro-
viders who utilize telemedicine simply
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because of the geography and a State
border. That is wrong, and we must
change it.

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor the
VETS Act and work to give our vet-
erans access to the best care possible.
Our servicemen and -women answered
their country’s call. Let’s be there for
them when they return home.

——————

INTRODUCING LEGISLATION TO
BAN BUMP STOCKS TO CONVERT
SEMIAUTOMATIC WEAPONS

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, 58 in-
nocent people were murdered in Las
Vegas. Their killer used 12 bump stocks
to convert his semiautomatic weapons
into the equivalent of a machine gun.

No one should possess one of these
devices, let alone 12 of them, and that
is why I am introducing legislation to
ban them.

But I am mindful, Mr. Speaker, that
we have been here before after New-
town, Aurora, San Bernardino, Or-
lando, and other mass shootings. Each
time, my Republican friends have re-
fused to act.

Now, in the wake of the worst mass
shooting in modern history, our Repub-
lican colleagues are not only refusing
to act, but they are going to make the
problem even worse by pressing pro-
posals that will make the problem
worse, making it easy to carry a con-
cealed weapon, making it easier to buy
a silencer. I mean, this is insane.

I get it. Elections have consequences.
You won last November so you get to
do what you want, but this is wrong.
Let’s come together and do something.
And I promise you, if Congress fails to
respond to the demand for common-
sense gun safety legislation, we will be
held to account by those we serve, and
rightly so. So let’s work together and
do something.

——

PASS TAX CUTS FOR THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, we have
an incredible opportunity to pass tax
cuts for the American people. I appre-
ciate President Trump’s leadership on
this issue as well as the leadership of
Chairman BRADY in working to pass
the President’s tax plan.

While we are working on tax cuts, I
rise today to urge the chairman and
the Ways and Means Committee to also
eliminate tax credits for illegal immi-
grants. Most Hoosiers get it: we can’t
continue to reward people who come to
our country illegally while those who
work hard and play by the rules strug-
gle to get ahead.

I have authored legislation to close
the loophole that allows $7 billion in
refundable child tax credits to be paid
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out to illegal immigrants every year.
This money should be used to increase
the child tax credit for law-abiding
American families. President Trump
included this proposal in his budget re-
quest to Congress, and I believe it
should be included in the President’s
broader tax plan.

——
RISING IN SUPPORT OF FULLY
FUNDING THE CHILDREN’S

HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM

(Mrs. LAWRENCE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to fully support the funding of
CHIP, the Children’s Health Insurance
Program. CHIP plays a very important
role in providing low-income children
across the country with health insur-
ance.

Without CHIP, over 9 million chil-
dren nationwide, including 90,000 in my
great home in Michigan, will lose ac-
cess to doctor checkups, immuniza-
tions, and basic healthcare.

For the last 2 days, we heard numer-
ous concerns for the unborn children.
We must show that same compassion
toward the low-income children who
are alive and living in our commu-
nities, whose access to critical
healthcare, including CHIP, is a matter
of life or death.

CHIP’s impact is felt in communities
of color, 52 percent of Hispanic and 54
percent of all Black children nation-
wide.

As Members of Congress, we have a
duty to protect our Nation’s children.
We need to extend funding for CHIP
and support the millions of families
who rely on this program. Let’s take
care of our children in America.

——————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 367

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to remove my
name from H.R. 367.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon?

There was no objection.

———

FOCUS ON BIPARTISAN EFFORTS
TO INVESTIGATE THE CAUSES
OF GUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, in light
of the tragic and horrific events this
Sunday, I believe our focus should be
on bipartisan efforts to investigate the
causes and lessen the potential for gun
violence in America. That is why I am
calling on Speaker RYAN to name a se-
lect committee to address these issues.

Additionally, I believe the Repub-
lican leadership should formally with-
draw their so-called sportsman’s pack-
age, which has many objectionable pro-
visions.
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Furthermore, we need to bring to the
floor a vote on comprehensive back-
ground check legislation that includes
closing the gun show loophole and indi-
vidual internet sale loophole. There is
overwhelming support in the public
and this Congress for those actions.

I would like to see what the inves-
tigation reveals and whether a sup-
pressor would have allowed this mon-
ster to create more carnage. However,
we do know he used something called a
bump stock, which I never heard of be-
fore.

Anything that converts a semiauto-
matic weapon into something that is
virtually a fully automatic weapon,
which is outlawed, should not be sold.
The bump stocks and any other devices
like that should be banned.

—————

CRITICAL NEED TO FUND CHIL-
DREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE
PROGRAM

(Mr. CARBAJAL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise in disbelief that this Congress
has shamefully allowed the Children’s
Health Insurance Program, CHIP, to
expire earlier this week. CHIP provides
healthcare to 8.9 million low-income
children in our country and to over 2
million children in my home State of
California.

My Republican colleagues have spent
all their time and energy this year
fighting to repeal healthcare for mil-
lions of Americans covered by the Af-
fordable Care Act, and now they have
failed to protect healthcare for our
country’s children.

If we do not act quickly, it could
soon lead to States not enrolling chil-
dren and potentially even denying
them coverage altogether due to the
lack of funding.

It is critical that we fund the CHIP
program without delay and provide cer-
tainty to these families that they will
not lose their health coverage because
of this irresponsible and derelict con-
gressional inaction.

———
0 1230

PROTECT WOMEN’S HEALTH AND
SUPPORT THE CONSTITUTIONAL
RIGHT TO CHOOSE

(Mr. BROWN of Maryland asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, 3 days after Congress allowed the
Children’s Health Insurance Program
to expire, this House once again passed
a bill that restricts women’s health
and reproductive rights.

This should not be the time to
prioritize politics. Women should be
able to make their own choices about
their bodies and their healthcare.

Over the past 40 years, the Supreme
Court has affirmed a woman’s constitu-
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tional right to privacy, including the
right to choose.

Not only is the 20-week ban imposed
by this Congress not based on accepted
science, but this ban disregards the
role doctors play in making health de-
cisions.

In States that have already passed
this ban, young people, women of color,
low-income women, and immigrant
women are the ones who are most im-
pacted by the ban.

If we care about women’s health, we
should work to reduce unintended preg-
nancies, expand access to contracep-
tion, and support maternal and chil-
dren’s health. Instead, the majority is
slashing Medicaid, attacking Planned
Parenthood, and passing bans.

Not me. I will remain committed to
protecting women’s health and sup-
porting the constitutional right to
choose.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H. CON. RES. 71, CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 553 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 553

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the concurrent resolution
(H. Con. Res. 71) establishing the congres-
sional budget for the United States Govern-
ment for fiscal year 2018 and setting forth
the appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal
yvears 2019 through 2027. The first reading of
the concurrent resolution shall be dispensed
with. All points of order against consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution are
waived. General debate shall not exceed four
hours, with three hours of general debate
confined to the congressional budget equally
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
the Budget and one hour of general debate on
the subject of economic goals and policies
equally divided and controlled by Represent-
ative Tiberi of Ohio and Representative
Carolyn Maloney of New York or their re-
spective designees. After general debate the
concurrent resolution shall be considered for
amendment under the five-minute rule. The
concurrent resolution shall be considered as
read. No amendment shall be in order except
those printed in the report of the Committee
on Rules accompanying this resolution. Each
such amendment may be offered only in the
order printed in the report, may be offered
only by a Member designated in the report,
shall be considered as read, and shall be de-
batable for the time specified in the report
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent. All points of order
against such amendments are waived except
that the adoption of an amendment in the
nature of a substitute shall constitute the
conclusion of consideration of the concur-
rent resolution for amendment. After the
conclusion of consideration of the concur-
rent resolution for amendment and a final
period of general debate, which shall not ex-
ceed 10 minutes equally divided and con-
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trolled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on the Budget, the
Committee shall rise and report the concur-
rent resolution to the House with such
amendment as may have been adopted. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the concurrent resolution and
amendments thereto to adoption without in-
tervening motion except amendments offered
by the chair of the Committee on the Budget
pursuant to section 305(a)(5) of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974 to achieve mathe-
matical consistency. The concurrent resolu-
tion shall not be subject to a demand for di-
vision of the question of its adoption.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all of my col-
leagues may have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, it is
going to be a great day. I don’t know
how your Wednesday has gotten start-
ed, but we are now in the throes of
budget day.

Budget day only happens on the floor
of this House once a year, and it is one
of those times where I would tell you
the House operates as every man,
woman, and child across this country
believes the House should operate
every day.

I have the great honor as a member
of the Rules Committee and as a mem-
ber of the Budget Committee of bring-
ing this structured rule to the floor
today.

Mr. Speaker, H. Con. Res. 71, the rule
that we will be debating for the next
hour, makes in order every single budg-
et substitute that was offered in the
Rules Committee. Now, let me tell you
what that means in practical terms.

Over the next 2 days, we are going to
hear visions laid out for what the
American government should spend,
what American policies should look
like, what the Federal budget should
include.

Over the next 2 days, we are going to
hear visions laid out from every single
Member or group in this institution
that cared enough about this process to
craft a budget of their own.

Mr. Speaker, I serve in the Repub-
lican Study Committee. I was once
chairman of the Budget and Spending
Task Force on the Republican Study
Committee. I had the honor of crafting
a substitute budget to bring to the
floor to offer for my colleagues’ consid-
eration.

Over the next 2 days, any Member
who has a voice that needs to be heard
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