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This morning I rise to mourn and
stand with those families—58 of them—
who are feeling now an unspeakable
pain. They are questioning how their
loved one could be at a joyous country
music festival and be massacred.

My hometown newspaper says it
right: that the massacre in Vegas was
an act of pure evil.

Those of us who believe in this flag,
whether we kneel, whether we stand as
we pledge, we know that America is
the greatest country in the world; but
when she is hurting, it is important for
this Congress to act.

The comment that this is no time to
discuss how we solve this unfettered vi-
olence, this massacre, this evil perpe-
trator, then that sentiment is a senti-
ment I hope will only be a small per-
centage of this body.

We have tried over and over again in
any manner that we could to discuss
fairly the idea of gun safety legisla-
tion, not the diminishing of the Second
Amendment, as some made the argu-
ment, that the kneeling, take a Knee,
or “I kneel” was a diminishment of the
First Amendment. It absolutely was
not, because the First Amendment al-
lows one to petition one’s grievances.

In terms of the Second Amendment,
the procedure of overturning a con-
stitutional amendment would be a long
journey, which would include the two
Houses of Congress and the people of
the United States.

Stop fueling fear that any manner of
regulating the right to hold guns is in
any way diminishing the Second
Amendment, the right to bear arms.

It is ‘“enough is enough.” There were
hundreds of mothers and fathers out-
side of the Capitol this morning when
Democrats stood up and called on this
Congress and the Speaker to appoint a
select committee, of which I join them
in. Make it as large as it can be. Have
people who will disagree. Take mem-
bers of the jurisdictional committees
and others who have experienced this
violence. Let us solve this dirty prob-
lem.

It is dirty, for you cannot give any
support to the idea of civilians having
military-style weapons and taking
them and preying on the innocent.

Beautiful young women, young men,
mothers and fathers, grandparents now
dead, and nothing but their faith will
give to their family the hope that they
may see them again, for we are God-
fearing people in whatever faith we
may have.

Our hope is vested in seeing our loved
ones again, in particular in the Chris-
tian faith, and others have their ways
of seeing their loved ones again.

There must be a ban on assault weap-
ons. There must be a recognition that
there exists domestic terrorism.

What was the Pulse nightclub?

Domestic terrorism comes in dif-
ferent ways. It doesn’t have to be ISIS.
It can be Charleston, South Carolina.
That was an act of intimidation.

There were those interviewed who
said: I may rethink my life. Why
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should I be going to large venues?
Maybe I can’t do that.

That is not America. That is not
what we want for our children. Why
can’t this Congress look at the polling
numbers of the members of the Na-
tional Rifle Association. They under-
stand the importance of training, of
putting locks on guns, of not having
military weapons in the hands of indi-
viduals who would kill us dead.

So, Mr. Speaker, I rise today to say
that enough is enough. We cannot do
nothing. This flag demands that we do
something.

I close by saying that a veteran was
killed. He was not killed in Iraq or Af-
ghanistan, where he fought; but he was
killed in the streets of America, where
he had overcome post-traumatic stress
disorder. We know that Texans were
wounded.

So, Mr. Speaker, I leave this podium
in respect simply to say: As America,
we cannot do this any longer, and we
must stand up as a Congress and do our
jobs and find a way to end this gun vio-
lence now.

COMMEMORATING THE DEDICA-
TION OF THE SOUTH TEXAS AVI-
ATORS MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. FARENTHOLD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, as
home to almost half of all naval air
training in our country, south Texas is
a hub of military aviation. That is why
I am here today to commemorate the
dedication of the South Texas Aviators
Memorial, which will be dedicated on
October 12 at Corpus Christi’s Ropes
Park.

After almost 3 years of planning,
fundraising, and awareness by Asso-
ciate Directors Caleb and Anne Booher,
former Naval Air Station Corpus Chris-
ti flight instructor Chris Keech, and
many other volunteers, the memorial
will soon be permanently placed to
grace the bay front of Corpus Christi.

This memorial, a tribute to fallen
military aviators of all branches, fea-
tures a T7-foot-tall bronze aviator sur-
rounded by benches and a walkway
made of bricks bearing the name of
local individuals and businesses that
supported the building of the memo-
rial.
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Thank you to each person who spon-
sored the building of this new memo-
rial. I am proud to represent so many
south Texans that are proud of our
military and are honoring military avi-
ators who have paid the ultimate price
in service to our country.

SERVICE ACADEMY NIGHTS IN THE 27TH DISTRICT
OF TEXAS

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker,
each year I have the honor of nomi-
nating young men and women from the
27th District of Texas to our United
States service academies.

My office will soon be holding two
service academy nights to help stu-
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dents interested in earning appoint-
ments to a service academy Ilearn
about the application process and eligi-
bility requirements. Representatives
from West Point, Annapolis, the Air
Force Academy, the Coast Guard Acad-
emy, and the Merchant Marine Acad-
emy will be on hand to answer ques-
tions. There will be a presentation
about the Reserve Officer Training
Corps, or ROTC.

These events are recommended for
young men and women between the
ages of 17 and 21 and their parents who
are residents of the 27th Congressional
District of Texas, but are open to any
high school student considering apply-
ing to our service academies.

The first one will be in Victoria, on
Tuesday, October 10, from 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. at the University of Houston-Vic-
toria, University North Building Multi-
Purpose Room, that is Room 114, at
3007 North Ben Wilson Street in Vic-
toria.

The second will be in Corpus Christi,
on Thursday, October 12, from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. at Veterans Memorial High
School’s cafeteria, 3750 Cimarron Bou-
levard.

For more information, you can con-
tact my office or visit my website,
farenthold.house.gov.

DOUBLE TEN DAY IS THE NATIONAL DAY OF

TAIWAN

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, on
October 10, or Double Ten Day, it is the
National Day of Taiwan, and I would
like to take the opportunity to wish
the people of Taiwan a very happy Dou-
ble Ten Day.

Over the years, Taiwan has proven its
leadership on the global stage, despite
its unique political status, through its
commitment to democracy and its con-
tribution to global health initiatives,
international development, and hu-
manitarian missions.

Taiwan was there following the 2010
earthquake in Haiti, the 2013 typhoon
in the Philippines, and was delivering
critical aid and food in times of need.
Taiwan was also there for the United
States when Hurricane Harvey hit.
They have donated a total of $800,000 to
the American Red Cross and Texas to
assist with relief efforts.

I would like to thank the Taiwanese
Government and its people for this gen-
erous support and their continued
friendship. I would also like to recog-
nize all the great Taiwanese companies
doing business in the 27th District of
Texas. Thank you for creating Amer-
ican jobs and being a part of our com-
munities.

Thank you again, Taiwan, and I offer
my best Double Ten Day wishes to the
people of Taiwan.

BIRTHDAY WISHES TO BOB HAUETER AND LUIS

BUENTELLO

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker,
this week is the birthday of two of my
staff: Luis Buentello in my district of-
fice, and Bob Haueter, my chief of staff
here in Washington, D.C., and Corpus
Christi. Both are dedicated public serv-
ants committed to helping the people
of the 27th District and all of America.
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Happy birthday, guys, and thanks for
the help.

———

THE RELIEF EFFORT IN PUERTO
RICO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, this
weekend, as millions in Puerto Rico
trudged through squalor and sewage in
search of food, as hospitals ran low on
power and medicine, as homes lay in
ruins and businesses remained
swamped under feet of water, our Com-
mander in Chief went golfing. As our
brothers and sisters on the island suf-
fered, our President sank putts and hit
drives.

As the gross inadequacy of his ad-
ministration’s response was revealed to
a worldwide audience, the leader of the
free world patted himself on the back.
‘“We have done a great job with an al-
most impossible situation,” Trump
tweeted.

Mr. Speaker, Donald Trump has it
backwards. He is not doing a great job
despite an impossible situation; the
Puerto Rican people are.

Yesterday, on a belated visit to the
island, Trump could have apologized.
He could have promised a vast expan-
sion of the Federal relief effort to
match the vast and growing needs of
the Puerto Rican people. Instead, he of-
fered only blame and condescension. ‘I
hate to tell you, Puerto Rico,” he says,
“but you are throwing our budget out
of whack,” said Trump.

I am sorry, Mr. Speaker, but our
President is dead wrong. He is the one
who is throwing our budget out of
whack with his tax cuts for the rich.
He is the one who is throwing our gov-
ernment out of whack with his early-
morning tweets and his childish temper
tantrums. He is the one who is throw-
ing our country out of whack with at-
tacks on immigrants and people of
color and the disabled and veterans and
Gold Star parents, and on and on, and
now, most recently, on the courageous
leaders of Puerto Rico and the people
of Puerto Rico. Such poor leadership,
he says, of the ability of the mayor of
San Juan and others in Puerto Rico.

Mr. Speaker, I am not sure Donald
Trump understands the meaning of the
word ‘‘leadership,” especially in the
wake of a natural disaster. Real leader-
ship is about having the courage to do
what is right and the compassion to do
what is necessary to help others. It is
about self-sacrifice, not self-promotion.
It is about putting our country first
and your own ego second.

Instead, yesterday we were treated to
the bizarre spectacle of the President
of the United States throwing rolls of
paper towels into a crowd.

Despite the millions in Puerto Rico
wanting for electricity or basic neces-
sities, he called his administration’s
response ‘‘unbelievable” and ‘‘incred-
ible.”

Donald Trump even had the gall to
congratulate Puerto Rico on not losing
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hundreds of lives like in a real catas-
trophe like Hurricane Katrina. Frank-
ly, it is hard to recall a more callous
statement from an American leader in
my lifetime.

Mr. Speaker, the outrageously poor
response to the devastation in Puerto
Rico is the best illustration yet that
President Trump only cares about peo-
ple who look like him or vote for him
or make the kind of money that he
makes.

The American people, especially the
3.5 million U.S. citizens in Puerto Rico,
deserve a President who is capable of
common human decency, a President
more concerned about his conduct in
office than his coverage in the media, a
President who understands that his
base is every single one of us.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to close
with a few words in Spanish for the
brave people of Puerto Rico.

(English translation of the statement
made in Spanish is as follows:)

The Puerto Rican people are stronger
than Donald Trump thinks.

And they will come out of this crisis
and prosper again.

We can’t wait any longer.

We are with you.

Los puertorriquefios son mas fuertes
de 1o que Donald Trump cree.

Y ellos saldran de esta crisis y
prosperaran de nuevo. No podemos
esperar mas.

Le debemos a la gente de la isla
nuestro apoyo completo. Estamos con
ustedes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

The gentleman from Arizona will
provide a translation of his remarks to
the Clerk.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 7 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.
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The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

Imam Abdullah Antepli, Duke Uni-
versity, Durham, North Carolina, of-
fered the following prayer:

The holy One, as Your creation, we
call You by different names, experience
You through multiple paths. Our
human diversity is from You. As the
creator of all, You made us different.
Enable us to understand, appreciate,
and celebrate our differences. Teach
and guide us to turn these differences
into opportunities, richness, and
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strength. Prevent us from turning
them into sources of division, polariza-
tion, hate, and bigotry.

The most merciful One, this incred-
ibly diverse Nation of ours is one of the
most successful attempts to under-
stand Your wisdom in creating us dif-
ferent. We are far from being perfect,
but came a long way in creating a
multicultural, multireligious, and plu-
ralistic society by making in America
“you will be judged by what you do,
not by who you are” as one of our
foundational promises.

The most compassionate One, help us
to preserve our achievements in this
regard. Do not let the destructive
forces of division and exclusion erode
our ideals, our firm commitment to di-
versity and pluralism. Empower us and
these legislators to further improve the
culture of inclusion and welcome to all
in our Nation and beyond.

The most forgiving One, if and when
we forget You, do not forget us.

In Your most holy and beautiful
name, we pray.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from New York (Mr. KATKO) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. KATKO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

WELCOMING IMAM ABDULLAH
ANTEPLI

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. PRICE) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to introduce today’s
guest chaplain, my friend, Imam
Abdullah Antepli.

Imam Antepli has been a pioneer in
Muslim Campus Ministry, serving since
2003, in chaplaincy roles at Wesleyan
University, Hartford Seminary, and
Duke University. He was also a found-
ing member of the Muslim Chaplains’
Association.

During his time in the chaplaincy,
Imam Antepli counseled students and
adults of all faiths and provided an Is-
lamic perspective to discussions of
faith, spirituality, social justice, peace,
and cultural exchange. He effectively
built bridges and promoted an under-
standing across religious and cultural
divides. That was his mission, and it
continues to be his mission to this day.
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