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In addition, it provides unequivocal 

definitions about the importance of de-
fense to the American people and bal-
ances the needs of general aviation 
with the needs of the Department of 
Defense. The oversight will always re-
main with the FAA, with the DOT, and 
with the United States Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, after we preserve na-
tional security, we turn our attentions 
to the general aviation community. 
And if you have talked about this bill 
at all with any of your constituents 
back home, Mr. Speaker, you heard the 
concerns of the general aviation com-
munity about what it will mean to 
them to completely reform America’s 
air traffic control system. 

Mr. Speaker, we have to balance the 
role of government oversight and ac-
countability with private innovation. 
Our bill is designed to empower those 
innovators but to preserve the protec-
tions that GA has today. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to refer you to a 
graphic. You will find it at the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure’s website. It is trans-
port.house.gov. You can’t see it from 
where you sit, but I have line by line 
by line the law that we are talking 
about, the bill that we are talking 
about, the reforms that we are talking 
about, and how it protects our friends 
at the general aviation community. 

No fees. No new fees for our friends in 
general aviation, Mr. Speaker. If you 
have a doubt about that, look at sec-
tion 9313, you will see ‘‘charges and 
fees may not be imposed for air traffic 
services provided.’’ 

Continuing airspace and airport ac-
cess, Mr. Speaker, so important to 
American citizens involved in general 
aviation, again, I refer you to chapter 
907: ‘‘General rights of access to air-
space, airports. . . . The Secretary 
shall take such actions as are nec-
essary to ensure that an air traffic 
services user is not denied access to 
airspace or air traffic services. . . .’’ 

The stakeholder board, Mr. Speaker, 
the cooperatizing of air traffic services 
that we have seen done so successfully 
in Canada where they say they are get-
ting twice the safety and moderniza-
tion input for half the cost, getting it 
done in a third of the time, having 
done away with their bloated bureauc-
racy, the stakeholder board, Mr. 
Speaker, is defined by general aviation 
nomination. Transport.house.gov, Mr. 
Speaker. 

f 

PASSING COMMONSENSE LAWS 
REGARDING FIREARMS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, a few 
minutes ago, I stood on the east steps 
of this ornate building, and I now rise 
in the hall of this august body to call 
for action on an issue that has lan-
guished for far too long. Specifically, 
Congress needs to pass commonsense 
reform of our laws regarding firearms. 

I applaud our concerns for broader 
background checks, but broader back-
ground checks must be as effective as 
they are efficient. It is true that our 
current technology allows us to be effi-
cient enough for background checks to 
be completed within 3 days, and over 90 
percent of them are. 

But what happens to that less than 10 
percent? And why aren’t they com-
pleted within that timeframe? Well, 
Mr. Speaker, we do not have a perfect 
world. Our public servants are not per-
fect and the consuming public is not ei-
ther. Public servants occasionally 
make mistakes, and some consumers 
intentionally make misrepresenta-
tions. 

No matter how good our technology 
is, sometimes the process requires 
more than 3 days to ferret out dis-
honest and ill-intended purchases. We 
need to close the gaping loopholes in 
our gun laws. We need to close the 
internet sale/gun show loophole that 
allows gun purchases to evade restric-
tions in place when purchasing a weap-
on through a licensed dealer. 

We need to close the loophole that al-
lows individuals on the terrorist watch 
list to purchase firearms. We need to 
close the loophole that allows domestic 
abusers to purchase guns. We need to 
close loopholes that allow semiauto-
matic weapons to be effectively turned 
into illegal automatic weapons. 

The so-called bump stocks that allow 
the retrofitting of semiautomatic fire-
arms to make them fully automatic 
should not be legal. 

The Las Vegas shooter had several of 
these devices that enabled the firing of 
hundreds of rounds per minute. The 
purchasing of fully automatic weapons 
has been significantly restricted in this 
country since the 1930s, because weap-
ons of war should have no place in our 
civil society. Give us a vote to close 
this loophole. 

We need to close the Charleston loop-
hole that allows purchases of firearms 
without the completion of a back-
ground check. My Background Check 
Completion Act will do just that and 
prevent another tragedy like the 
Emanuel AME Church shooting that 
took the lives of nine worshippers more 
than 2 years ago. Give us a vote to 
close this loophole. 

Mr. Speaker, Congress needs to pass 
commonsense reforms of our laws re-
garding firearms. Give us a vote. 

f 

GRATITUDE FOR PASSAGE OF 
MICAH’S LAW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, I am so grateful that yesterday this 
Chamber passed the Pain-Capable Un-
born Child Protection Act, or Micah’s 
Law. I am especially grateful to every-
one who actually voted for it and had 
the courage and the humanity to do so. 

In the years to come, no matter what 
else they do in this Chamber, I believe 

they will look back on that day as a 
day they stood for those who cannot 
protect themselves, for the least of 
their little brothers and sisters. 

Mr. Speaker, it was just over 4 years 
ago that one Kermit Gosnell was con-
victed of killing a mother and mur-
dering innocent late-term, pain-capa-
ble babies in his grisly torture chamber 
clinic even after they were born. 

When authorities entered the clinic 
of Dr. Gosnell, they found a torture 
chamber for little babies that defies de-
scription within the constraints of the 
English language. 

According to the grand jury report: 
‘‘Dr. Kermit Gosnell had a simple solu-
tion for unwanted babies: he killed 
them. He didn’t call it that. He called 
it ‘ensuring fetal demise.’ The way he 
ensured fetal demise was by sticking 
scissors in the back of the baby’s neck 
and cutting the spinal cord. He called 
it ‘snipping.’ Over the years, there were 
hundreds of ‘snippings.’’’ 

Ashley Baldwin, one of Dr. Gosnell’s 
employees, said she saw babies breath-
ing, and she described one as 2-feet 
long that no longer had eyes or a 
mouth, but, in her words, was making 
like this screeching noise, and it 
‘‘sounded like a little alien.’’ 

For God’s sake, Mr. Speaker, this 
can’t be America. 

Kermit Gosnell now rightfully sits in 
prison for killing a mother and mur-
dering innocent children just like the 
one I just described. And yet there was 
and still is no Federal protection for 
any of them, and if he had killed these 
pain-capable babies only 5 minutes ear-
lier and before they had passed through 
the birth canal, it would have all been 
perfectly legal in many of these United 
States of America. 

Now, supporters of abortion on de-
mand have tried for decades to deny 
that unborn babies ever feel pain, even 
those, they say, at the beginning of the 
sixth month of pregnancy, as if some-
how the ability to feel pain magically 
develops the very second the child is 
born. 

Now that we have passed Micah’s 
Law, Mr. Speaker, voices who have 
long hailed the merciless killing of 
these little ones as freedom of choice, 
freedom will now grow louder than 
ever, especially the ones who profit 
from it most. 

I pray when Senators hear those 
voices, they will search their own souls 
and remember the words of President 
Abraham Lincoln when he said: ‘‘Those 
who deny freedom to others deserve it 
not for themselves; and under a just 
God, cannot long retain it.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Abraham Lincoln called 
upon us to remember that magnificent 
declaration of America’s Founding Fa-
thers, and said: ‘‘ . . . their enlightened 
belief that nothing stamped with the 
Divine image and likeness was sent 
into the word to be trodden on, and de-
graded, and imbruted by its fellows.’’ 

He reminded those he called pos-
terity, that when in the distant future 
some men, some factions, some inter-
ests should set up a doctrine that some 
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were not entitled to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness, that ‘‘their 
posterity’’—that is us, Mr. Speaker— 
‘‘might look up again to the Declara-
tion of Independence and take courage 
to renew the battle which their Fa-
thers began.’’ Wow. 

Mr. Speaker, what we are doing to 
these little babies is real, and all of us 
here know that in our own hearts. So 
let me close with a final wise counsel 
from Abraham Lincoln, who stood so 
strongly for human dignity, and it des-
perately applies to all of us in this mo-
ment. 

He said: ‘‘Fellow citizens, we cannot 
escape history. We of this Congress and 
this administration will be remem-
bered, in spite of ourselves. No personal 
significance, or insignificance, can 
spare one or another of us. The fiery 
trial through which we pass will light 
us down in honor or dishonor to the 
last generation.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, what if the words of the 
American Declaration of Independence 
really are true? What if there really is 
a creator? And what if these little 
pain-capable human beings really are 
his children? 

f 

HONORING BERTHA MCMORRIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. RUSH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay a privileged tribute to a long-
time resident of my district and a true 
friend of mine, Bertha McMorris, in 
honor of her 80th birthday. 

Though a Chicagoan by birth, Miss 
Bertha is also so very much more. She 
is a proud graduate of the DuSable 
High School and the Chicago Teachers 
College. 

Miss Bertha is a dedicated public 
servant who spent more than 20 years 
at the U.S. Department of Education. 
In addition to her work as a public 
servant, Miss Bertha spent nearly a 
decade working at the Rainbow PUSH 
Coalition and is currently the propri-
etor of the newly founded Rainbow 
PUSH store. 

She also spent time as a past leader 
of Happy Companion, Incorporated, a 
community service organization found-
ed by her late sister, Ms. Winifred 
Jackson. 
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For over 60 years, Miss Bertha has 
been a resident of the West Woodlawn 
community, which is located in my dis-
trict. She has been a lifelong and faith-
ful member of the Berean Baptist 
Church of Chicago, where she is cur-
rently a trustee of the church’s credit 
union. 

Miss Bertha is also the proud mother 
of Mr. Lamell McMorris, a very suc-
cessful entrepreneur and founder and 
chief executive officer of the Perennial 
Strategy Group and Perennial Sports 
and Entertainment Group. Lamell 
manages an in-house team of experi-
enced government and public relations 

professionals, lawyers, and sports 
agents, offering a multitude of services 
to clients in a wide range of disciplines 
and specialty areas. 

Even today, Mr. Speaker, Miss Ber-
tha stays very active, has a very big 
heart, and is so very kind to everyone 
whom she meets. She is aptly described 
as someone who brings cheer, who 
brings joy wherever she goes. She is in-
deed our own merry matriarch of Chi-
cago. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that by my com-
ing to the floor today, that this very 
small gesture can bring a big smile to 
her face and help Miss Bertha enjoy her 
birthday a little bit more. 

To you, Miss Bertha, we all say 
happy 80th birthday, and may you have 
many more, and God speed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF TOM 
MCNAMARA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. BOST) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, this last 
week on Sunday, southern Illinois, the 
State of Illinois, and I believe this Na-
tion mourned with the family and 
friends of a friend of mine by the name 
of Tom McNamara. 

About 2 weeks ago, we lost this local 
hero who spent decades on the front 
line of law enforcement combating the 
drug trade. 

Tom began his career in Carbondale 
as just a local police officer with the 
department while he was in college. 
Over the years, he became an author, 
instructor, investigator, an expert wit-
ness, and an undercover agent. Even 
after retirement, he continued to serve 
the public as an adviser to local police 
departments that are still fighting the 
drug trade. 

I came to know Tom, the good friend 
that he is, on November 23, 1988. 

Mr. Speaker, you might ask, how in 
the world would you remember the day 
that you first met someone? 

Well, I can remember that day be-
cause it was the day after my youngest 
daughter was born. Tom then was the 
head of what was known as the MEG 
unit—Metropolitan Enforcement 
Group—a drug task force that had been 
assigned, and he had been an under-
cover agent for quite some time. 

And my sister actually was the sec-
retary for that unit. So she had 
brought Tom over to see the new baby. 
While my wife was out of the room and 
I was in the room by myself, Tom came 
in. When he came in, he was introduced 
to me, and I told him how glad I was to 
finally meet him. Tom is a very big 
man, and at the time, he was an under-
cover agent, so his hair was grown out, 
his beard was grown out, and he was 
actually undercover in a motorcycle 
gang. He was all dressed in black, 
which he commonly did—actually, al-
ways did. 

When my wife returned to the room, 
he is leaning over the top of the bassi-
net there where our daughter lay, look-

ing at the baby. My wife came in and 
had this startled look on her face be-
cause she didn’t see me and my sister 
in the room, and instantly she kind of 
had that mother reaction to try to pro-
tect a child. All of a sudden my sister 
jumped up and said: It is okay. This is 
Tom McNamara. Tom McNamara is a 
police officer. 

Her first words to Tom, who, as I 
said, became a very good friend with 
me and very good friends with her: 
Well, I want to let you know that I 
would not run to you in an alley if I am 
in trouble at night. You would not be 
the one I would run to. 

He said: Then that is good. I am 
doing my job. 

Tom McNamara taught other police 
officers the dangers and concerns. He 
served proudly as a police officer and 
as an undercover agent, but he also 
studied in great detail the harmfulness 
of certain drugs. 

When I was a State legislator, he 
came to me in 1997 and said: Mike, I 
need to talk to you and then-Senator 
Luechtefeld. I need to explain to you 
about a drug that is so awful, that if a 
mother and a father would use it, it 
would make them not have any con-
cerns for the safety of their children, 
because they are so focused on trying 
to get more of this drug. And they can 
actually make it in their kitchen. They 
can make it in their cars. 

That was methamphetamines. That 
was when we first started drafting laws 
in the State of Illinois, under Tom’s 
guidance, to try to deal with the meth 
problem that still exists. 

Tom was also one of the first leaders 
that realized that there were these 
drugs like bath salts and all of these 
that are being used. 

I don’t even know how many people 
Tom McNamara has saved over the 
years. We will never know, I am sure, 
let me tell you, because of his ability 
and his willingness to work and always 
to stand in the back, not to be recog-
nized, sometimes for his own safety. 
But, Mr. Speaker, he did it for the bet-
terment of this Nation, and that is why 
I stand to recognize him today. 

I thank his wife, Judy; his daughter, 
Rachel; his son-in-law, and their chil-
dren for giving up this man to serve us, 
and serve us so well, for all the lives 
that he saved. 

f 

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
just a few floors from here, I am in the 
Homeland Security Committee, and we 
are addressing issues dealing with the 
security of this Nation. And in my re-
marks on the legislation that we are 
dealing with, I expressed the pain of 
having this Congress come together in 
a bipartisan manner. I know a couple 
of sessions ago, we worked on a bipar-
tisan border security bill. Sometimes 
America says enough is enough. They 
want us to work together. 
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