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Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late Old Gregg School Community and
Recreation Center on its 10th anniver-
sary. I recently had the opportunity to
visit the repurposed school in Spring
Mills and partake in the anniversary
celebration.

For more than 80 years, the Old
Gregg School building in Spring Mills
educated children and young adults
throughout the eastern Penns Valley
in the time-honored values and respon-
sibilities of community and service.
The traditions of the historic Gregg
Township School have been celebrated
and expanded in the Old Gregg School
Community and Recreation Center,
which is now a multipurpose, nonprofit
facility benefiting the entire Penns
Valley community.

0Old Gregg School Community and
Recreation Center is regarded as a
treasure in the heart of Penns Valley.
It supports small businesses with af-
fordable office space, offers athletic fa-
cilities for recreation, open space for
meetings and events both indoors and
out, and has well-maintained grounds
and outdoor play areas.

Mr. Speaker, Old Gregg is an example
of how to repurpose a space to benefit
the entire community. It truly is a
gem of Penns Valley that all residents
treasure.

ENDING GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, on Sun-
day night, in mere minutes, one man
took at least 59 lives, forever altered
hundreds more, and left invisible, in-
curable scars on thousands.

On Monday morning, our Nation wel-
comed all of them into America’s fast-
est growing community: families left
with a gaping hole in their hearts
caused by a bullet; a community that
does not have the luxury of moving on
from gun violence after TV cameras
leave, after the front pages fill with
news stories; a community that in-
cludes families Black and White, rich
and poor, big and small, Democrat and
Republican.

Ending gun violence isn’t political. It
is personal. So we are now powerless.
We are not helpless. We are not hos-
tages to some political organization.
We are not bystanders, as bullets tear
through our concerts, prayer circles,
elementary school classrooms, night-
clubs, military compounds, and quiet
neighborhoods.

This is up to us, every single Amer-
ican. This is our country, our home,
and our families. We can decide that
one person’s right to bear arms does
not come at the expense of a neighbor’s
right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.

We must say, “No more.”
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PROTECTING LIFE

(Mr. BUDD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, the Found-
ing Fathers enshrined the guarantee of
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness. They regarded life as a core prom-
ise and one that was to be protected.
The Federal Government is responsible
for protecting those rights, and cur-
rently we are failing at that responsi-
bility.

As I speak in this body, America is
one of only seven countries in the
world that have legalized late-term
elective abortion after 20 weeks. More
specifically, it is estimated that ap-
proximately 13,000 late-term abortions
are carried out in our country each
year on healthy babies.

This is simply immoral and, as law-
makers, we have the ability to take
commonsense measures to protect the
unborn. The bill that we are voting on
today, the Pain-Capable Unborn Child
Protection Act, is one of those meas-
ures.

Mr. Speaker, every human being was
given inalienable rights, chief among
them being life itself. Governments are
supposed to protect those rights. As a
lawmaker, I plan to do so by sup-
porting the bill before us today. I urge
my colleagues to do the same.

———

RAW DEAL FOR THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE

(Mr. JEFFRIES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, Repub-
licans have once again presented a
budget that is reckless, regressive, and
reprehensible. It is a budget that would
hurt working families, the middle
class, the poor, the sick, the afflicted,
veterans, and rural America. It is even
a budget that would cut Head Start,
Meals on Wheels, and Special Olym-
pics.

It is a raw deal for the American peo-
ple. That is why Democrats are focused
on better jobs, better wages, and a bet-
ter future. Democrats are focused on
higher pay for the American people,
lower costs for the American people,
and providing the American people
with the tools to succeed in the 21st
century economy.

Democrats are focused on providing
the American people with a better deal.

———————

IN SUPPORT OF THE 21S8T
CENTURY AIRR ACT

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, the
21st Century AIRR Act gives a voice to
rural America on aviation issues.

For too long, our aviation assets
have been managed with little to no
input from the citizens in the real
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world who are most impacted. The 21st
Century AIRR Act benefits rural and
small communities through local em-
powerment.

This bill enhances the Airport Im-
provement Program and ensures grant
availability for small airports in the
years ahead. These grants support in-
frastructure construction and rehabili-
tation critical to local and regional
economic development.

The bill also promotes air traffic con-
trol tower technology. This promising
concept has vast potential to allow
rural airports to maintain tower serv-
ice at a far lower cost and to actually
bring service to airports that have pre-
viously been unable to support it.

The 21st Century AIRR Act is vision-
ary, innovative legislation that will
make the long-needed improvements to
more efficiently serve American fliers
and Kkeep rural America connected to
our aviation system.

———
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WORKING TO PROTECT DREAMERS

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, today, instead of working to
protect DREAMers, enacting common-
sense gun safety legislation, or reform-
ing our tax system to benefit hard-
working Americans and not just the
wealthy, I have to stand here and
speak out against H.R. 36, another rad-
ical assault against women’s health
and reproductive rights, a bill that
would deny care to women in the most
desperate of circumstances, a bill de-
signed to restrict a woman’s access to
a full range of healthcare services, and
a blatant attempt to chip away at a
woman’s right to choose.

Congressional Republicans failed in
their numerous attempts to strip
healthcare away from everyone, so
they will settle for just taking health
decisions away from women.

We settled this issue 40 years ago.
Women have the constitutionally pro-
tected right to manage their own bod-
ies. I will continue to defend the wom-
an’s right to choose and vigorously op-
pose any and all attacks against that.

———

URGING SUPPORT OF MICAH’S
LAW

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, at 20
weeks into a pregnancy, babies can
hear music, respond to human voices,
and, most importantly, they can feel
pain. These are our children at their
most vulnerable, yet current law con-
tinues to allow for abortions to take
place even after this point in a preg-
nancy.

That is why I have been a strong sup-
porter of Micah’s Law, which is legisla-
tion that would prohibit abortion after
20 weeks.
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This bill is not a partisan issue but,
instead, a moral issue. By passing this
law, every year we would be saving
over 12,000 babies who can feel pain and
hear our voices. It should be noted that
this proposal has seen bipartisan sup-
port across the country. In fact, 60 per-
cent of Americans support prohibiting
abortions after 20 weeks, including 63
percent of those who consider them-
selves pro-choice.

This legislation is about nothing less
than protecting those who cannot pro-
tect themselves. We remain one of only
seven countries in the entire world
that continues to allow abortions after
20 weeks.

We must act to change this. I urge
my colleagues to join me today in sup-
porting the Pain-Capable Unborn Child
Protection Act, or Micah’s Law.

———————

A CALL TO RENEW YOUR STATUS
UNDER DACA

(Ms. BARRAGAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. BARRAGAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today because this Thursday, October
5, is an important deadline: 154,000
young men and women have until this
Thursday to renew their status under
the Deferred Action for Childhood Ar-
rivals program, or DACA. Those 154,000
DACA recipients, whose authorization
expires before March 6, 2018, must
renew their application.

If you are one of them, please send in
your application today. Under the new
DACA rules, you are entitled to receive
two more years of deferral, but only if
the U.S. Citizenship and Immaigration
Services receives your application by
October 5. If you have not already sent
in your application, send it in the fast-
est way possible. A regular first class
stamp will likely not arrive in time.

My district is home to many DACA
beneficiaries known as DREAMers. Do
not wait. To all the other DREAMers, 1
say: Don’t lose hope. You have the sup-
port of the vast majority of the Amer-
ican people, and we are fighting every
day to get the Dream Act to the House
floor.

——————

CELEBRATING NATIONAL 4-H
WEEK

(Mr. MARSHALL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, the
first week of October marks the cele-
bration of an organization very near
and dear to my parents’ hearts, as well
as many friends. It is National 4-H
Week. It is a time to reflect on the im-
portance of youth development and
mentoring within our communities. 4-
H was founded to be focused on youth
within rural and agricultural areas. It
teaches essential skills and the impor-
tance of community service.

Today, 4-H has evolved into a global
network covering over 50 countries. As
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the Nation’s largest youth leadership
organization, 4-H exemplifies the kind
of learning, engagement, and leader-
ship that is needed in our country.
Their many programs focus on health,
science, agriculture, and citizenship in
a positive mentoring environment. The
experience teaches young people lead-
ership lessons, as well as the value of
practical skills and hands-on learning.

——
HONORING ELAINE NEKRITZ

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a dedicated public serv-
ant, terrific mentor, and good friend,
Elaine Nekritz, who retired this week
as State representative for Illinois’
57th District.

For more than 14 years, Elaine has
ably represented the communities of
Buffalo Grove, Arlington Heights,
Northbrook, Wheeling, Palatine,
Mount Prospect, and Prospect Heights
in the Illinois House of Representa-
tives.

During this time, she has been an
outspoken advocate for her constitu-
ents, a passionate defender of the envi-
ronment, and a champion for women’s
rights.

Future generations in Illinois will
benefit from Elaine’s work to invest in
infrastructure, including a high-speed
rail link between Chicago and St.
Louis.

Her smart backing of criminal jus-
tice reform ensures more young offend-
ers have an opportunity to reform their
lives through juvenile court.

The residents of the 57th District will
miss her energy, dedication, and tire-
less communication with her constitu-
ents.

I am personally grateful for Elaine’s
service and wish her the best and her
husband, Barry, the very best in what-
ever comes next.

HONORING PASTOR LORAN
LIVINGSTON

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of Pastor Loran Living-
ston and his wife, Sandra, in recogni-
tion of their 40 years of ministry at
Central Church of God in Charlotte,
North Carolina.

God has used the Livingstons to grow
and lead a church that truly impacts
the Charlotte community and the
world. Each week, over 6,000 people
gather together for a wonderful praise
and worship experience, along with a
dynamic biblical message from Pastor
Livingston.

Under their leadership, the congrega-
tion actively serves those in poverty,
provides help for women facing an un-
planned pregnancy all the way through
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life, and programs to assist seniors.
Central Church also hosts an annual 5K
race to raise awareness in the fight
against human trafficking.

If you want to address race relations
in Charlotte, a good place to start is
Central Church, where 40-plus nation-
alities worship together every Sunday
hearing the love of Jesus.

Thank God for Pastor and Mrs. Liv-
ingston and their dedication to Christ,
Central Church, the Charlotte commu-
nity, and their various missions around
the world.

————

SENDING CONDOLENCES TO NE-
VADAN FAMILIES AND VICTIMS
OF LAS VEGAS SHOOTING

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, the resilience of Nevadans, brave
and caring, is in sharp contrast to the
murdering of innocent victims we just
witnessed.

Our hearts go out to the families of
the victims throughout our country
who were only interested in a peaceful
and joyful evening.

One of those was Jennifer Irvine, a
young San Diego lawyer who was killed
in the attack. Let’s also recognize the
heroes, like Tyler Winston, a San
Diegan who saved dozens of victims at
the concert by driving a makeshift am-
bulance and taking people to the hos-
pital. Every single life lost to gun vio-
lence should elicit sorrow and action.

Mr. Speaker, then why is it so hard
for us to talk about this? Why can’t we
come together in a bipartisan, bi-
cameral way? Where is the concern?

We have had too many moments of
silence in this Chamber for mass shoot-
ings.

Why are we not moved when people
are dying in our districts daily?

The American people send condo-
lences and they deserve action.

———————

PROTECTING THE GOD-GIVEN
SOULS OF THE UNBORN

(Mr. ARRINGTON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I
cannot think of a more important issue
to get right than protecting the God-
given souls of the unborn and their
right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.

I will never forget listening to the
heartbeat of my first child, Nathan. I
cried all the way to the car, praising
God for this miracle, and the words of
the Psalmist came to me: ‘“You formed
me in my inward parts; you knit me to-
gether in my mother’s womb.”’

Currently, the United States is one of
only seven developed countries that
allow elective abortions after 20 weeks.
That puts us on the same moral equiv-
alent, in this regard, to China and
North Korea.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
36. I stand with the vulnerable and the
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