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pursue what is right and what is good. 
May they be able to discern what is 
best not only for their constituents, 
but for all Americans. Understanding 
the human condition and the mercy of 
God, may they work together to ad-
vance true liberty. 

Be present today, O God of wisdom, 
to direct the affairs and deliberations 
of this honorable assembly and their 
committees. 

This we ask in the name of Jesus 
Christ. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KENNEDY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING PASTOR KEVIN 
MCKEE 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
GRAVES) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to 
Pastor Kevin McKee, who opened with 
the prayer this morning in this Cham-
ber. 

Kevin and his wife, Mary, have been 
amazing pillars in our community as 
we have been through extraordinary 
challenges associated with Hurricanes 
Katrina, Rita, Gustav, Ike, and Isaac; a 
thousand-year flood last year; the 
worst oil spill in the Nation’s history; 
the incredible shootings of five of our 
police officers last year; and racial di-
visiveness. 

Kevin and Mary have been incredible 
at propping up our community and 
sharing the Word in eastern Europe, 
China, and around the United States. I 
want to thank both of them for their 
incredible service to our State, our Na-
tion, and our community as we have 
been through these times of challenge. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ISSA). The Chair will entertain up to 15 
further requests for 1-minute speeches 
on each side of the aisle. 

SUPPORT FOR PAIN-CAPABLE 
UNBORN CHILD PROTECTION ACT 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, our prayers go to all victims 
of the Las Vegas massacre. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful that I 
have been an advocate for pro-life val-
ues and protecting the rights of unborn 
babies. Today, the House will vote on 
the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protec-
tion Act. This will save the lives of ba-
bies who are too young to speak for 
themselves but who are old enough to 
feel physical pain. 

I appreciate the success of South 
Carolina Citizens for Life, who work to 
give a voice to those who do not have 
one. With the great leadership of Exec-
utive Director Holly Gatling of the 
Midlands, Leon Wizorek of Barnwell, 
and Sally Zaleski of Orangeburg, this 
organization has been working to save 
lives. 

As a cosponsor of the legislation with 
colleagues TRENT FRANKS, VICKY 
HARTZLER, MIA LOVE, and KAREN HAN-
DEL, I am grateful to stand for life, up-
holding the conservative values and 
protecting the lives of our unborn ba-
bies. Every life is precious and has 
great value. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

Thank you, Dr. Tom Price and Betty 
Price, for your successful service to 
American families. 

f 

CHIP AND CHC PROGRAM 

(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge swift reauthorization of 
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram and the Community Health Cen-
ter Program. CHIP keeps kids covered 
by providing basic healthcare to about 
9 million children and pregnant moth-
ers, including thousands of Oregonians. 

The providers and families in our 
States deserve certainty that that 
funding for these programs will be 
there when they need it. The lapse of 
these programs is already hurting our 
constituents and our communities. 

At Virginia Garcia, a teaching health 
center in my district, payments for 
their residency program stopped 
abruptly. The clinic’s executive direc-
tor said that they cannot, in good con-
science, stop these residencies, but 
they are very nervous about spending 
precious reserves when they had antici-
pated these grants would be fully fund-
ed. 

There is no excuse for delay when it 
comes to the health of our children and 
families. We must continue common-
sense investments in our Nation’s 
health by reauthorizing the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program and the 

Community Health Center Program 
immediately. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LIGO ON RE-
CEIVING NOBEL PRIZE IN PHYS-
ICS 

(Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, when folks think of innova-
tion and new technology, Louisiana 
often comes to mind. 

We have been able to pioneer cell 
phone technology and have been in-
volved in genetics and DNA. We have 
incredible naval technologies, with off-
shore oil and gas at depths never before 
even contemplated. We have been able 
to power this Nation’s economy. 

Once again, Mr. Speaker, with the 
Laser Interferometer Gravitational- 
Wave Observatory receiving the Nobel 
Prize in Physics for the discovery of 
and measurement of gravitational 
waves, Louisiana is recognized once 
again. 

I want to give a shout-out to LIGO 
and Livingston Parish for their amaz-
ing discovery in 2015 and for being rec-
ognized with the Nobel Prize in Phys-
ics. 

f 

CONGRESS MUST RESPOND 
APPROPRIATELY 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, Las Vegas, Nevada, 3 days 
ago—59 people dead, 527 injured, one 
shooter. It was the deadliest mass 
shooting in U.S. modern history. 

Pulse nightclub, Orlando, Florida, 
2016—49 people dead, 58 injured, one 
shooter. 

Sandy Hook Elementary School, 
Newtown, Connecticut, 2012—20 kids 
aged 6 and 7 and 6 adults, all dead, one 
shooter. The one shooter killed his 
mother and then killed himself. 

I have heard it said that the best gun 
control is a steady hand. Perhaps, but 
a steady hand requires a healthy and 
sound mind. Assault weapons are de-
signed to kill people, and to kill lots of 
people quickly. Their availability made 
massacres in Las Vegas, Newtown, and 
Orlando possible. 

In the days ahead, we will learn 
much more about the shooter and his 
guns than about his victims—once 
again. My hope is that this Congress 
will use this information wisely and 
find the courage to respond appro-
priately. In this way, and only in this 
way, do we actually honor the victims. 

f 

RECOGNIZING OLD GREGG SCHOOL 
ON ITS 10TH ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 
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Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late Old Gregg School Community and 
Recreation Center on its 10th anniver-
sary. I recently had the opportunity to 
visit the repurposed school in Spring 
Mills and partake in the anniversary 
celebration. 

For more than 80 years, the Old 
Gregg School building in Spring Mills 
educated children and young adults 
throughout the eastern Penns Valley 
in the time-honored values and respon-
sibilities of community and service. 
The traditions of the historic Gregg 
Township School have been celebrated 
and expanded in the Old Gregg School 
Community and Recreation Center, 
which is now a multipurpose, nonprofit 
facility benefiting the entire Penns 
Valley community. 

Old Gregg School Community and 
Recreation Center is regarded as a 
treasure in the heart of Penns Valley. 
It supports small businesses with af-
fordable office space, offers athletic fa-
cilities for recreation, open space for 
meetings and events both indoors and 
out, and has well-maintained grounds 
and outdoor play areas. 

Mr. Speaker, Old Gregg is an example 
of how to repurpose a space to benefit 
the entire community. It truly is a 
gem of Penns Valley that all residents 
treasure. 

f 

ENDING GUN VIOLENCE 

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, on Sun-
day night, in mere minutes, one man 
took at least 59 lives, forever altered 
hundreds more, and left invisible, in-
curable scars on thousands. 

On Monday morning, our Nation wel-
comed all of them into America’s fast-
est growing community: families left 
with a gaping hole in their hearts 
caused by a bullet; a community that 
does not have the luxury of moving on 
from gun violence after TV cameras 
leave, after the front pages fill with 
news stories; a community that in-
cludes families Black and White, rich 
and poor, big and small, Democrat and 
Republican. 

Ending gun violence isn’t political. It 
is personal. So we are now powerless. 
We are not helpless. We are not hos-
tages to some political organization. 
We are not bystanders, as bullets tear 
through our concerts, prayer circles, 
elementary school classrooms, night-
clubs, military compounds, and quiet 
neighborhoods. 

This is up to us, every single Amer-
ican. This is our country, our home, 
and our families. We can decide that 
one person’s right to bear arms does 
not come at the expense of a neighbor’s 
right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. 

We must say, ‘‘No more.’’ 

PROTECTING LIFE 

(Mr. BUDD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, the Found-
ing Fathers enshrined the guarantee of 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness. They regarded life as a core prom-
ise and one that was to be protected. 
The Federal Government is responsible 
for protecting those rights, and cur-
rently we are failing at that responsi-
bility. 

As I speak in this body, America is 
one of only seven countries in the 
world that have legalized late-term 
elective abortion after 20 weeks. More 
specifically, it is estimated that ap-
proximately 13,000 late-term abortions 
are carried out in our country each 
year on healthy babies. 

This is simply immoral and, as law-
makers, we have the ability to take 
commonsense measures to protect the 
unborn. The bill that we are voting on 
today, the Pain-Capable Unborn Child 
Protection Act, is one of those meas-
ures. 

Mr. Speaker, every human being was 
given inalienable rights, chief among 
them being life itself. Governments are 
supposed to protect those rights. As a 
lawmaker, I plan to do so by sup-
porting the bill before us today. I urge 
my colleagues to do the same. 

f 

RAW DEAL FOR THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE 

(Mr. JEFFRIES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, Repub-
licans have once again presented a 
budget that is reckless, regressive, and 
reprehensible. It is a budget that would 
hurt working families, the middle 
class, the poor, the sick, the afflicted, 
veterans, and rural America. It is even 
a budget that would cut Head Start, 
Meals on Wheels, and Special Olym-
pics. 

It is a raw deal for the American peo-
ple. That is why Democrats are focused 
on better jobs, better wages, and a bet-
ter future. Democrats are focused on 
higher pay for the American people, 
lower costs for the American people, 
and providing the American people 
with the tools to succeed in the 21st 
century economy. 

Democrats are focused on providing 
the American people with a better deal. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF THE 21ST 
CENTURY AIRR ACT 

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, the 
21st Century AIRR Act gives a voice to 
rural America on aviation issues. 

For too long, our aviation assets 
have been managed with little to no 
input from the citizens in the real 

world who are most impacted. The 21st 
Century AIRR Act benefits rural and 
small communities through local em-
powerment. 

This bill enhances the Airport Im-
provement Program and ensures grant 
availability for small airports in the 
years ahead. These grants support in-
frastructure construction and rehabili-
tation critical to local and regional 
economic development. 

The bill also promotes air traffic con-
trol tower technology. This promising 
concept has vast potential to allow 
rural airports to maintain tower serv-
ice at a far lower cost and to actually 
bring service to airports that have pre-
viously been unable to support it. 

The 21st Century AIRR Act is vision-
ary, innovative legislation that will 
make the long-needed improvements to 
more efficiently serve American fliers 
and keep rural America connected to 
our aviation system. 

f 

b 1215 

WORKING TO PROTECT DREAMERS 
(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 
Speaker, today, instead of working to 
protect DREAMers, enacting common-
sense gun safety legislation, or reform-
ing our tax system to benefit hard-
working Americans and not just the 
wealthy, I have to stand here and 
speak out against H.R. 36, another rad-
ical assault against women’s health 
and reproductive rights, a bill that 
would deny care to women in the most 
desperate of circumstances, a bill de-
signed to restrict a woman’s access to 
a full range of healthcare services, and 
a blatant attempt to chip away at a 
woman’s right to choose. 

Congressional Republicans failed in 
their numerous attempts to strip 
healthcare away from everyone, so 
they will settle for just taking health 
decisions away from women. 

We settled this issue 40 years ago. 
Women have the constitutionally pro-
tected right to manage their own bod-
ies. I will continue to defend the wom-
an’s right to choose and vigorously op-
pose any and all attacks against that. 

f 

URGING SUPPORT OF MICAH’S 
LAW 

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, at 20 
weeks into a pregnancy, babies can 
hear music, respond to human voices, 
and, most importantly, they can feel 
pain. These are our children at their 
most vulnerable, yet current law con-
tinues to allow for abortions to take 
place even after this point in a preg-
nancy. 

That is why I have been a strong sup-
porter of Micah’s Law, which is legisla-
tion that would prohibit abortion after 
20 weeks. 
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