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A letter from the BLM State Direc-

tor at the time indicates that the agen-
cy supported elimination of Udall 
Park’s reversionary interest in ex-
change for the Freeman Road property. 
Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, Congress 
never followed through on that prom-
ise. 

This bill honors the Federal Govern-
ment’s long forgotten commitment, 
which is why we support it and encour-
age its swift adoption. The unique cir-
cumstances of Udall Park justify trans-
ferring the reversionary interest with-
out further consideration or compensa-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as she 
may consume to the gentlewoman from 
Arizona (Ms. MCSALLY). 

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of my bill, H.R. 
1547, the Udall Park Land Exchange 
Completion Act. 

Udall Park is a cherished urban park 
in the heart of Tucson. The city has in-
vested millions of dollars in park fa-
cilities, including construction of very 
large community recreation and senior 
centers, a large swimming pool, a 
walking track, and multiple athletic 
fields and picnic areas. 

In 2011, the mayor and city council 
approved a master plan update that 
calls for plans to invest even more 
money into the park by way of addi-
tional athletic fields and expanded rec-
reational programming. However, unre-
solved disputes over this land have di-
rectly impeded the city from taking 
advantage of opportunities to supple-
ment park funding, approve certain 
community events, or look to other 
commercial ventures like local farmers 
markets on small portions of the park 
that would benefit the city in general. 

The Udall Park Land Exchange Com-
pletion Act resolves this historic land 
exchange agreement between the city 
of Tucson and the Bureau of Land Man-
agement at Udall Park. 

In 1989, the city of Tucson and BLM 
entered into an agreement to exchange 
297 acres of land adjacent to Saguaro 
National Park for 173 acres of BLM- 
owned land in northeast Tucson, now 
known as Udall Park. This agreement 
specifically outlined that the terms 
and conditions of this land conveyance 
would include a legislative fix to re-
move any and all encumbrances on 
Udall Park. Unfortunately, this legisla-
tion never came to fruition due to staff 
changes in multiple agencies in the 
city, and who knows what else, but as 
a result, the city has been prevented 
from utilizing Udall Park to its fullest 
extent. Recently, the issue came to a 
head over disputes on a small commer-
cial lease located in Udall Park. 

Federal red tape should not stand in 
the way of communities like mine de-
veloping local parks. It is common 
sense. Udall Park is a beautiful place 
in our southern Arizona community to 
gather, but this longstanding land dis-

pute has prevented the city of Tucson 
from improving the park and growing 
it to its full potential for too long. 

When I am out and about in my dis-
trict and people come to me with chal-
lenges and issues like this, the first 
question I usually ask is: Does this lit-
erally take an act of Congress to fix? 
Let me say that again. Does this lit-
erally take an act of Congress to fix? In 
this case, the answer is yes. 

I appreciate, as we testified before 
the House Natural Resources Federal 
Land Subcommittee, the ranking mem-
ber, Ms. HANABUSA, was saying, no kid-
ding, in July: ‘‘If it takes an act of 
Congress to get this done . . . then 
that’s what we’ve got to do.’’ 

I am with the ranking member at 
this point. It is time to finally take ac-
tion and get this thing finished. My 
legislation would formally and finally 
complete a long overdue agreement on 
land that has already been exchanged 
at fair market value. The act directs 
conveyance of the Federal reversionary 
interest in Udall Park to the city, as 
the parties intended when the land ex-
change was made. This bill will allow 
Tucson to finally take full ownership 
of the park. 

In closing, I want to thank Chairman 
BISHOP, Chairman MCCLINTOCK, and the 
members of the Natural Resources 
Committee, really, on both sides of the 
aisle, for working with me to move this 
legislation forward. This has got strong 
bipartisan support. I look forward to 
seeing this issue through and ensuring 
the land transfer is completed. 

Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers on this issue. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no additional 
speakers. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
THOMPSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1547. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

b 1715 

SAINT-GAUDENS NATIONAL HIS-
TORICAL PARK REDESIGNATION 
ACT 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the 
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 965) to re-
designate the Saint-Gaudens National 
Historic Site as the ‘‘Saint-Gaudens 
National Historical Park’’, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 965 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Saint-Gaudens 
National Historical Park Redesignation Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DESIGNATION OF SAINT-GAUDENS NA-

TIONAL HISTORICAL PARK. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Saint-Gaudens Na-

tional Historic Site shall be known and des-
ignated as the ‘‘Saint-Gaudens National Histor-
ical Park’’. 

(b) AMENDMENTS TO PUBLIC LAW 88–543.— 
Public Law 88–543 (78 Stat.749) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘National Historic Site’’ each 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘National Histor-
ical Park’’; 

(2) in section 2(a), by striking ‘‘historic site’’ 
and inserting ‘‘Saint-Gaudens National Histor-
ical Park’’; 

(3) in section 3, by— 
(A) striking ‘‘national historical site’’ and in-

serting ‘‘Saint-Gaudens National Historical 
Park’’; and 

(B) striking ‘‘part of the site’’ and inserting 
‘‘part of the park’’; and 

(4) in section 4(b), by striking ‘‘traditional to 
the site’’ and inserting ‘‘traditional to the 
park’’. 

(c) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any law, 
regulation, document, record, map, or other 
paper of the United States to the Saint-Gaudens 
National Historic Site shall be considered to be 
a reference to the ‘‘Saint-Gaudens National His-
torical Park’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) and the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
MCEACHIN) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
that all Members may have 5 legisla-
tive days within which to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, Augustus Saint- 
Gaudens is one of the most prolific 
sculptors in our Nation’s history. His 
work includes Boston’s Robert Gould 
Shaw Memorial, Chicago’s Standing 
Lincoln, and New York’s William Te-
cumseh Sherman Memorial. Most nota-
bly, Saint-Gaudens designed a $20 dou-
ble eagle gold piece for the U.S. Mint, 
considered one of the greatest Amer-
ican coins ever issued. 

The Saint-Gaudens National Historic 
Site is a 190-acre historic site in Sul-
livan County, New Hampshire. The site 
encompasses the summer home and 
studio of this renowned American art-
ist, whose annual presence in Sullivan 
County helped spawn the Cornish Art-
ist Colony in nearby Cornish, New 
Hampshire. This colony, which was 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:32 Oct 03, 2017 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K02OC7.009 H02OCPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H7643 October 2, 2017 
comprised of painters, sculptors, and 
musicians, helped drive a period of 
American artistic resurgence called 
the American Renaissance in the years 
following the Civil War. 

The main house and surrounding gar-
dens were initially designated as a Na-
tional Historic Landmark in 1962, 
which was converted to a National His-
toric Site in 1964, when the grounds 
were donated to the National Park 
Service. The current property contains 
21 buildings, a number of Saint- 
Gaudens’ sculptures, and miles of hik-
ing trails. 

This bill simply changes the designa-
tion of Saint-Gaudens National His-
toric Site to a National Historical 
Park, allowing the National Park Serv-
ice to better relay the impact and leg-
acy of this historic American artist. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the adoption of 
the measure, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 965, introduced by 
Representative KUSTER of New Hamp-
shire, redesignates a site in her State 
as the Saint-Gaudens National Histor-
ical Park, a critical name change that 
recognizes the cultural and historical 
importance of that landscape. 

Augustus Saint-Gaudens was a key-
stone figure in the 19th century Amer-
ican Renaissance of art and architec-
ture. Since 1977, the home, studio, gar-
dens, and artwork of this American 
icon have been managed and preserved 
by the National Park Service as part of 
the Saint-Gaudens National Historic 
Site in Cornish, New Hampshire. 

One of Saint-Gaudens’ most well- 
known creations is the Shaw Memorial 
in Boston. This sculpture memorializes 
the bravery of Robert Gould Shaw, who 
led the first regiment of African-Amer-
ican soldiers recruited from the North 
during the Civil War. However, this is 
just one of the many public monu-
ments credited to Saint-Gaudens, 
many of which are preserved and man-
aged by the National Park Service at 
the Saint-Gaudens National Historic 
Site. 

In 2010, however, the National Park 
Service acquired the adjacent Blow- 
Me-Down Farm, an important meeting 
place for the Cornish Art Colony led by 
Saint-Gaudens. The acquisition of the 
farm allows the site to fulfill its vision 
as a national park for the arts. The ex-
panded physical size and historical 
scope is better defined as a National 
Historic Park rather than a National 
Historical Site, which is usually re-
served for a single building or other 
stand-alone structure. 

Importantly, this redesignation will 
not change any laws or policies affect-
ing the site and will only require 
changes in signage, maps, and hand-
outs. Therefore, redesignating this area 
as Saint-Gaudens National Historical 
Park conforms to naming standards 
used by the National Park Service and 
further honors the legacy of Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens. 

In addition to preserving Saint- 
Gaudens’ legacy, the site also protects 
a variety of important ecosystems. The 
site is bordered by two streams that 
feed into the Connecticut River, and it 
contains a large forest and pond where 
visitors can observe wildlife. 

Representative KUSTER introduced 
H.R. 965 with the support of the entire 
New Hampshire delegation, and I would 
like to thank her for her dedication to 
protecting the historic areas important 
to her State and our national story. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the adoption of this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield as much time as 
she may consume to the gentlewoman 
from New Hampshire (Ms. KUSTER), the 
author of this fine piece of legislation. 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank Congressman 
MCEACHIN for yielding this time to me. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge pas-
sage of H.R. 965, the Saint-Gaudens Na-
tional Historical Park Redesignation 
Act. 

Named after the great American 
sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens, this 
historic site, located in Cornish, New 
Hampshire, has preserved his home and 
working studios since it was estab-
lished in 1965. 

Augustus Saint-Gaudens was born in 
Dublin, Ireland, and immigrated to 
America with his parents when he was 
just 6 months old. It was at a young 
age when Augustus developed a strong 
interest in sculpting, which set him on 
a path to Paris and Rome, where he 
studied art and architecture and 
worked on his very first commission. 

In 1876, Saint-Gaudens was tapped for 
his first of several prominent Civil 
War-related commissions, which in-
clude the Standing Lincoln statue of 
our 16th President. At over 12 feet tall, 
this historic landmark stands promi-
nently in Chicago’s Lincoln Park. 
After working on the statue for close 
to a decade, the towering piece was un-
veiled in 1887 to a crowd of over 10,000 
people, including President Lincoln’s 
only living grandson. 

His most famous work was commis-
sioned soon after: the Robert Gould 
Shaw Memorial, a bronze bas-relief 
which took Saint-Gaudens 14 years to 
complete. Located in Boston Common, 
this iconic sculpture depicts Colonel 
Shaw and the 54th Regiment Massachu-
setts Volunteer Infantry, which was 
the first African-American regiment 
organized by the Union in the Civil 
War. 

As one of the foremost American 
sculptors of the 19th century, Saint- 
Gaudens left a lasting legacy on our 
country’s artistic heritage, which con-
tinues to be cherished at our historic 
site in Cornish. 

Since its authorization by Congress 
in 1964 and establishment a year later, 
the Saint-Gaudens National Historic 
Site has blossomed into a popular tour-
ist attraction and location for local 
artists and musicians to share their 
talents. However, the present name, 
which designates this location as a his-

toric site, is no longer the most appro-
priate or useful to accurately portray 
the complexity of this site. 

Whereas, National Historic Sites are 
typically designated for single build-
ings or sites that only encompass a few 
acres in size, the Saint-Gaudens Na-
tional Historic Site is 190 acres in size 
and includes multiple buildings, a vast 
collection of American art, and a small 
trail network that allows visitors to 
explore the grounds. 

My legislation would simply redesig-
nate Saint-Gaudens National Historic 
Site to Saint-Gaudens National Histor-
ical Park, which would more accu-
rately illustrate all that the park has 
to offer. 

In partnership with the Saint- 
Gaudens Memorial, a private nonprofit 
that operated the site until it donated 
the land to the National Park Service 
in 1965, this historic site offers rotating 
contemporary and historical exhibi-
tions, concerts, hands-on workshops, 
lectures, and many other educational 
opportunities for our visitors. 

The array of recreational activities 
offered to visitors makes this park 
much more than a historic site. It is a 
living remembrance to the great Amer-
ican sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens 
and the artistic legacy that he has left 
behind. It is my hope that this pro-
posed name change will help attract 
more interest in the park, boost annual 
visitation, and help drive our local 
economy. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the House to pass 
this legislation. 

Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, having 
no one else to speak on this issue, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I encourage support for 
this piece of legislation and thank the 
gentlewoman from New Hampshire 
(Ms. KUSTER) for putting this forward, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
THOMPSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 965, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

CONFIRMING STATE LAND 
GRANTS FOR EDUCATION ACT 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the 
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 2582) to au-
thorize the State of Utah to select cer-
tain lands that are available for dis-
posal under the Pony Express Resource 
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