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WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

SOUTH CAROLINA GUARD
EFFORTS IN PUERTO RICO

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, our thoughts and prayers are
with the families impacted by the mas-
sacre in Las Vegas. We are blessed with
courageous law enforcement.

I am extremely grateful to the South
Carolina National Guard for sending
nearly 150 engineer soldiers to assist
Puerto Rico in relief efforts after Hur-
ricane Maria. This was a devastating
storm for the people of Puerto Rico,
and they have been in our thoughts and
prayers each and every day.

These dedicated soldiers are part of a
multi-State engineer task force with
North Carolina, Louisiana, and New
York Army National Guards. They will
be assisting in clearing roads, debris,
and working to reach areas that have
been deemed unreachable due to the
storm. They will also work on restor-
ing infrastructure.

As a veteran of the South Carolina
Army National Guard and the father of
three sons who have served in the
Guard, I am grateful that our State is
able to assist the U.S. territory of
Puerto Rico in their time of need. On
my visits to San Juan, I have been very
impressed by its dynamic citizens.

I am very appreciative of the leader-
ship of South Carolina Adjutant Gen-
eral Robert Livingston, the experi-
enced South Carolina Army National
Guard members, as well as the leader-
ship of Governor Henry McMaster.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forgot September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

ALL THINGS HAVE THEIR TIME

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, our Nation is in mourning. Many
hearts are bleeding.

Mr. Speaker, there is much suffering.
Lives have been lost in a senseless and
needless manner in Las Vegas.

Mr. Speaker, there is a right time for
all things. This is a time for our Nation
to mourn and for hearts to heal.

Mr. Speaker, I announce that im-
peachment is postponed. Let us mourn,
and let us heal.

———
COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
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nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 29, 2017.

Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
September 29, 2017, at 9:53 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 770.

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 2519.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

————————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled bills were signed by Speaker
pro tempore HARRIS on Friday, Sep-
tember 29, 2017:

H.R. 2519, to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint commemorative
coins in recognition of the 100th anni-
versary of The American Legion;

H.R. 3823, to amend title 49, United
States Code, to extend authorizations
for the airport improvement program,
to amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to extend the funding and expendi-
ture authority of the Airport and Air-
way Trust Fund, to provide disaster
tax relief, and for other purposes.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 5 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
0 1700

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. REED) at 5 p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———
COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT OF
MINERAL RIGHTS ACT OF 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 2316) to
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amend the Mineral Leasing Act and the
Energy Policy Act of 1992 to repeal pro-
visions relating only to the Allegheny
National Forest.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2316

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Cooperative
Management of Mineral Rights Act of 2017"".

SEC. 2. REPEAL OF PROVISIONS REGARDING THE
ALLEGHENY NATIONAL FOREST.

(a) REPEAL.—Subsection (o) of section 17 of
the Mineral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 226) and
section 2508 of the Energy Policy Act of 1992
(Public Law 102-486; 106 Stat. 3108) are re-
pealed.

(b) NOTICE REQUIREMENT NOT AFFECTED.—
Nothing in this Act shall be construed or in-
terpreted—

(1) to limit, modify, or otherwise affect the
existing requirement to provide in writing
60-day advance notice of specific activities in
accordance with the order dated December
16, 1980, in the case United States of America
v. Minard Run Oil Company, 1980 U.S. Dist.
LEXIS 9570 (W.D. Pa., Dec. 16, 1980); or

(2) to limit existing authority of the Forest
Service under provisions of law codified in
section 551 of title 16, United States Code.

(c) PERMITTING AUTHORITY NOT AF-
FECTED.—Nothing in this Act shall be con-
strued or interpreted to alter, repeal, or oth-
erwise limit the existing authority of the
Forest Service to permit the harvest or sale
of timber derived from the Allegheny Na-
tional Forest.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) and the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
MCEACHIN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that all Members may have 5 legisla-
tive days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank leadership for
allowing H.R. 2316 to come to the floor.

The Allegheny National Forest, lo-
cated in my district in northwestern
Pennsylvania, is located near the first
commercial oil discovery in the coun-
try. The Allegheny National Forest is
Pennsylvania’s only national forest
and, since its creation in 1923, has been
home to numerous recreational and
commercial activities.

0Oil and gas has been produced from
privately owned subsurface minerals
within the forest for decades, and min-
eral owners worked cooperatively with
the Forest Service to safely produce oil
and gas within the national forest
boundaries.

Mineral owners routinely provided
60-day notification of drilling plans
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prior to the commencement of oper-
ations, and the Forest Service then
issued a notice to proceed, or NTP.
However, in 2006, the Forest Service
deemed issuance of an NTP to be a
major Federal action that triggered
the application of the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act.

This designation requires a full envi-
ronmental analysis of the Allegheny
National Forest, and environmental
groups were quick to sue the Forest
Service to enforce the new rule. After
settling with these groups, the Forest
Service issued a moratorium when
issuing NTPs until the full environ-
mental analysis was completed. This
moratorium had immediate and severe
impacts on the mineral rights owners,
who were unfairly denied access to
their mineral property.

The oil and gas industry sued, claim-
ing that the Forest Service did not
have the authority to preclude the de-
velopment of privately owned min-
erals, and in 2009 the U.S. District
Court of Western Pennsylvania agreed
and lifted the moratorium in the Alle-
gheny National Forest. The lower
court’s decision was confirmed on ap-
peal in 2013. This bill fully repeals the
invalidated language from the Mineral
Leasing Act and the Energy Policy Act
of 1992 in accordance with these court
decisions.

Throughout the litigation, the Forest
Service claimed section 2508 of the En-
ergy Policy Act of 1992, codified in the
Mineral Leasing Act, provided them
with the authority to restrict mineral
development. It is critical to strike
this language. Had this regulation not
been challenged, over 11 million acres
of split estate minerals throughout the
country would have been locked up,
devastating mineral owners and local
and State economies.

A similar version of this bill passed
the House during the 114th Congress,
demonstrating the support for pro-
tecting private property rights in the
Allegheny National Forest.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to imple-
menting this crucial solution. I urge
adoption of the measure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2316 is nearly iden-
tical to a bill that passed the House
last year with overwhelming bipartisan
support.

The intent of the bill, according to
the sponsor, is to ensure that owners of
mineral rights in the Allegheny Na-
tional Forest are allowed to drill for
their oil and gas within the boundaries
of that national forest.

In the Natural Resources Committee
last Congress, the majority accepted an
amendment by Energy and Mineral Re-
sources Subcommittee Ranking Mem-
ber LOWENTHAL that clarified the in-
tent of the bill and ensured that the
Forest Service would still receive ad-
vance notice of any oil and gas oper-
ations and that no other national for-
est would be affected.
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So this bill is a bipartisan com-
promise that protects the private prop-
erty rights while also protecting the
rights of the Forest Service, and I
thank the sponsor for working so coop-
eratively on this.

Mr. Speaker, I support H.R. 2316, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I have no additional
speakers, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
THOMPSON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2316.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

UDALL PARK LAND EXCHANGE
COMPLETION ACT

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 1547) to
provide for the unencumbering of title
to non-Federal land owned by the city
of Tucson, Arizona, for purposes of eco-
nomic development by conveyance of
the Federal reversionary interest to
the City.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1547

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Udall Park
Land Exchange Completion Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) City.—The term ‘‘City”’ means the city
of Tucson, Arizona.

(2) NON-FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘non-
Federal land” means the approximately
172.8-acre parcel of City land identified in
the patent numbered 02-90-0001 and dated Oc-
tober 4, 1989, and more particularly described
as lots 3 and 4, S¥2NW'4, sec. 5, T.14S., R.156
E., Gila and Salt River Meridian, Arizona.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”
means the Secretary of the Interior.

SEC. 3. CONVEYANCE OF FEDERAL REVER-
SIONARY INTEREST IN LAND LO-
CATED IN TUCSON, ARIZONA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Secretary shall
convey to the City, without consideration,
the reversionary interests of the United
States in and to the non-Federal land for the
purpose of unencumbering the title to the
non-Federal land to enable economic devel-
opment of the non-Federal land.

(b) LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS.—AS soon as prac-
ticable after the date of enactment of this
Act, the exact legal descriptions of the non-
Federal land shall be determined in a man-
ner satisfactory to the Secretary.

(c) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—
The Secretary may require such additional
terms and conditions to the conveyance
under subsection (a), consistent with that
subsection, as the Secretary considers appro-
priate to protect the interests of the United
States.

(d) CosTs.—The City shall pay all costs as-
sociated with the conveyance under sub-
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section (a), consistent with that subsection,
including the costs of any surveys, recording
costs, and other reasonable costs.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) and the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
MCEACHIN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that all Members may have 5 legisla-
tive days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 15647 completes the
transfer of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment’s reversionary interest in Udall
Park, located in Tucson, Arizona, near-
ly three decades after the city donated
$4 million worth of land to the Bureau
of Land Management to complete their
portion of the exchange.

Twenty years after the exchange
took place, the Bureau of Land Man-
agement threatened to invoke its re-
versionary interest because the city
dared to hold a local farmers market in
the park. The city of Tucson has in-
vested millions of dollars in this com-
munity park, building swimming pools,
recreation centers, and athletic fields,
and it deserves to have clear title to
the land and complete jurisdiction over
the uses of the park.

The bill is bipartisan and has nearly
unanimous support from the Arizona
congressional delegation. I urge adop-
tion of the measure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1547 transfers the
reversionary interest associated with
Udall Park to the city of Tucson, Ari-
zona.

The land was transferred to the city
back in the 1980s under the Recreation
and Public Purposes Act, a program
that authorizes the conveyance of Fed-
eral land to local governments and
nonprofits.

These conveyances include what is
known as reversionary interest, which
stipulates that the land must perma-
nently remain in use for a public pur-
pose or ownership reverts back to the
United States.

Typically, if a recipient wants to
convert the land to a nonpublic pur-
pose, they have to compensate the Fed-
eral Government. However, this is not
the typical situation.

In 1989, Tucson came to an agreement
with the Bureau of Land Management.
In exchange for the title to Udall Park,
the city gave the Bureau of Land Man-
agement a 297-acre parcel known as the
Freeman Road property.
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