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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BYRNE). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
October 2, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable BRADLEY 
BYRNE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 1:50 p.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO THE 
COMMUNITY OF EL CAMPO, TEXAS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to thank the community of El 
Campo, Texas. 

Recently, while surveying crop dam-
age from Hurricane Harvey in and 
around El Campo, two members of my 
staff and one USDA staffer were in-
volved in a serious car accident. They 
were immediately transported to El 
Campo Memorial Hospital, where they 

received exemplary care and were later 
discharged. As the stories from the day 
later unfolded, I was struck by the out-
pouring of kindness and generosity of 
the many farmers, ranchers, and com-
munity members of El Campo. 

This is a town and a community that 
is still recovering in the wake of Hurri-
cane Harvey—a community that has 
suffered tremendous losses over the 
past month. Yet, without a second 
thought, area farmers and ranchers 
lined up in the hospital waiting room 
offering spare bedrooms, meals, and 
transportation for my staff. 

These were producers who, in some 
cases, had never met my team, but who 
felt compelled to lend a hand to those 
in need. 

America is hurting right now. Hurri-
canes Harvey, Irma, and Maria have 
wreaked havoc in States and cities 
across our Nation; and the good citi-
zens of Las Vegas are dealing with an-
other disaster of a different making. 
Nevertheless, folks are hurting there as 
well. 

We need look no further than the 
compassion of those bighearted farm-
ers, ranchers, and first responders of El 
Campo, Texas, to understand America’s 
strength and resolve. They make Texas 
strong. They make America strong. To-
gether, we will get through all of our 
challenges. 

May God continue to bless Texas, and 
may God bless the United States of 
America. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 2 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. ROE of Tennessee) at 2 
p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God, we give You thanks 
for giving us another day. 

We pray for the gift of wisdom to all 
with great responsibility in this peo-
ple’s House for the leadership of our 
Nation. 

Lord, once again, our Nation reels in 
grief and horror after yet another mass 
shooting on our soil. We ask Your 
blessing upon us all, but most espe-
cially on those who mourn the loss of 
their loved ones. Have mercy on all 
Your children who died. 

The debates will, once again, ensue. 
Speed us to the day when the wisdom 
of Solomon might inspire our congres-
sional Members beyond the limitations 
of sound bites and platitudes before 
more and more American citizens are 
deprived of their lives. 

Lord, the suffering of our world is all 
around us. Stimulate our hearts and 
minds so that everything we may do 
this day would be for Your greater 
honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
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WILSON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

SOUTH CAROLINA GUARD 
EFFORTS IN PUERTO RICO 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, our thoughts and prayers are 
with the families impacted by the mas-
sacre in Las Vegas. We are blessed with 
courageous law enforcement. 

I am extremely grateful to the South 
Carolina National Guard for sending 
nearly 150 engineer soldiers to assist 
Puerto Rico in relief efforts after Hur-
ricane Maria. This was a devastating 
storm for the people of Puerto Rico, 
and they have been in our thoughts and 
prayers each and every day. 

These dedicated soldiers are part of a 
multi-State engineer task force with 
North Carolina, Louisiana, and New 
York Army National Guards. They will 
be assisting in clearing roads, debris, 
and working to reach areas that have 
been deemed unreachable due to the 
storm. They will also work on restor-
ing infrastructure. 

As a veteran of the South Carolina 
Army National Guard and the father of 
three sons who have served in the 
Guard, I am grateful that our State is 
able to assist the U.S. territory of 
Puerto Rico in their time of need. On 
my visits to San Juan, I have been very 
impressed by its dynamic citizens. 

I am very appreciative of the leader-
ship of South Carolina Adjutant Gen-
eral Robert Livingston, the experi-
enced South Carolina Army National 
Guard members, as well as the leader-
ship of Governor Henry McMaster. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forgot September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

ALL THINGS HAVE THEIR TIME 
(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, our Nation is in mourning. Many 
hearts are bleeding. 

Mr. Speaker, there is much suffering. 
Lives have been lost in a senseless and 
needless manner in Las Vegas. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a right time for 
all things. This is a time for our Nation 
to mourn and for hearts to heal. 

Mr. Speaker, I announce that im-
peachment is postponed. Let us mourn, 
and let us heal. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-

nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, September 29, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
September 29, 2017, at 9:53 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 770. 
That the Senate passed without amend-

ment H.R. 2519. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following 
enrolled bills were signed by Speaker 
pro tempore HARRIS on Friday, Sep-
tember 29, 2017: 

H.R. 2519, to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint commemorative 
coins in recognition of the 100th anni-
versary of The American Legion; 

H.R. 3823, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to extend authorizations 
for the airport improvement program, 
to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to extend the funding and expendi-
ture authority of the Airport and Air-
way Trust Fund, to provide disaster 
tax relief, and for other purposes. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 5 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1700 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. REED) at 5 p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT OF 
MINERAL RIGHTS ACT OF 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the 
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 2316) to 

amend the Mineral Leasing Act and the 
Energy Policy Act of 1992 to repeal pro-
visions relating only to the Allegheny 
National Forest. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2316 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Cooperative 
Management of Mineral Rights Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. REPEAL OF PROVISIONS REGARDING THE 

ALLEGHENY NATIONAL FOREST. 
(a) REPEAL.—Subsection (o) of section 17 of 

the Mineral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 226) and 
section 2508 of the Energy Policy Act of 1992 
(Public Law 102–486; 106 Stat. 3108) are re-
pealed. 

(b) NOTICE REQUIREMENT NOT AFFECTED.— 
Nothing in this Act shall be construed or in-
terpreted— 

(1) to limit, modify, or otherwise affect the 
existing requirement to provide in writing 
60-day advance notice of specific activities in 
accordance with the order dated December 
16, 1980, in the case United States of America 
v. Minard Run Oil Company, 1980 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 9570 (W.D. Pa., Dec. 16, 1980); or 

(2) to limit existing authority of the Forest 
Service under provisions of law codified in 
section 551 of title 16, United States Code. 

(c) PERMITTING AUTHORITY NOT AF-
FECTED.—Nothing in this Act shall be con-
strued or interpreted to alter, repeal, or oth-
erwise limit the existing authority of the 
Forest Service to permit the harvest or sale 
of timber derived from the Allegheny Na-
tional Forest. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) and the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
MCEACHIN) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
that all Members may have 5 legisla-
tive days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank leadership for 
allowing H.R. 2316 to come to the floor. 

The Allegheny National Forest, lo-
cated in my district in northwestern 
Pennsylvania, is located near the first 
commercial oil discovery in the coun-
try. The Allegheny National Forest is 
Pennsylvania’s only national forest 
and, since its creation in 1923, has been 
home to numerous recreational and 
commercial activities. 

Oil and gas has been produced from 
privately owned subsurface minerals 
within the forest for decades, and min-
eral owners worked cooperatively with 
the Forest Service to safely produce oil 
and gas within the national forest 
boundaries. 

Mineral owners routinely provided 
60-day notification of drilling plans 
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