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House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

————
PRAYER

Dr. J. Todd Mullins, Christ Fellow-
ship Church, Palm Beach Gardens,
Florida, offered the following prayer:

Heavenly Father, Thank You for
hearing our prayers today. We are
humbled that today, as we call out to
You, You listen to us. We ask that You
bless the Members of Congress as they
lead our great Nation. Grant them wis-
dom for the decisions they face, and
may we remain dependent upon You,
never forgetting Psalm 33:12 that says,
‘“Blessed is the nation whose God is the
Lord.”

We pray for those in Texas, in Flor-
ida, in Puerto Rico, and in the Carib-
bean, who are recovering from the dev-
astating hurricanes. Give them peace
and courage as they rebuild their lives.
Bless the first responders and those
serving the people impacted by these
storms. Grant them Your strength for
their assignments.

Guide our President. Give him clear
vision to steer our Nation during these
troubled days, and grant strength to
the Members of this House as they rep-
resent the people across our land.

We ask this in the name of our Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule
I, I demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. NAPOLI-
TANO) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————————

WELCOMING PASTOR J. TODD
MULLINS

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MAST)
is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
especially pleased to have had my per-
sonal pastor, Todd Mullins, give our
opening prayer this morning to the
House of Representatives.

I am honored to welcome Pastor
Mullins onto the floor of the House of
Representatives as our guest chaplain
this morning, and I thank him for shar-
ing those very important words with
our colleagues and that scripture as
well.

Todd Mullins is the senior pastor of
Christ Fellowship in Palm Beach Gar-
dens, Florida, where he served since his
father founded the church in 1984.

I can say a great deal about my
friend, Pastor Todd Mullins, but the

most important thing that I could say
about him is that he is a man of God,
and that he works every single day to
try to help and change lives.

I think that is the most important
thing any one of us can do. That is why
I am so proud to call him a friend. He
is a person who has devoted his life to
working on the lives of others.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
COMER). The Chair will entertain up to
five further requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

SNAP: 40 YEARS OF PROVIDING
NUTRITION TO AMERICANS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, tomorrow marks the 40th
anniversary of the Food Stamp Act of
1977, which was a landmark bill that
made the program more effective and
more efficient.

Today, we no longer refer to it as
food stamps, but as the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program, or
SNAP. In 40 years, there have been nu-
merous changes and updates, but the
goal remains the same: to end hunger
in America.

SNAP lessens the effects of poverty
on some of our most vulnerable citi-
zens. The results are proven. According
to the Census Bureau, SNAP lifted 5
million Americans, including 2.2 mil-
lion children, out of poverty in 2012
alone. SNAP generates $1.80 in eco-
nomic activity for every $1 in new
SNAP benefits.

In 2013, SNAP payment accuracy was
96.8 percent, which was a historic high.
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Participating in SNAP for 6 months de-
creased food insecurity up to 10 per-
cent, including households with chil-
dren.

Mr. Speaker, for over four decades,
the program has become more effec-
tive, more efficient, and more modern.
I look forward to continuing our work
to improve SNAP, to serve those in
need, and to provide pathways out of
poverty.

———

SUPPORT THE DREAM ACT

(Mrs. NAPOLITANO asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to join my colleagues in calling for
a vote on H.R. 3440, the clean Dream
Act, a bipartisan, bicameral bill with
200 cosponsors in the House.

It builds upon the great success of
DACA, which opened the door for near-
1y 800,000 DREAMers who had come for-
ward, passed background checks, and
have been granted permission to live
and work legally in America without
fear of deportation.

They kept their promise to the Na-
tion they know and love, and our gov-
ernment must honor its commitment
to protect them. The faith community
and business leaders are imploring Con-
gress to pass the Dream Act. Polling
shows that the American people
strongly believe and support the
DREAMers. Eighty-six percent of
Americans support a right to residency
for undocumented immigrants who ar-
rived in the United States as children,
according to a recent ABC News/Wash-
ington Post poll.

Mr. Speaker, as a proud nation of
many immigrants from around the
world, the Dream Act honors our his-
tory and our heritage. I thank my Re-
publican colleagues who have signed
on, and I urge all others to join us. It
is the right thing to do for our young
people, especially our country. Support
H.R. 3440, the Dream Act.

RECOGNIZING HOPE THAT BINDS

(Mr. COMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Hope That Binds, an
organization based out of Carlisle
County, Kentucky, that aids in domes-
tic and international adoption services.

The organization was recently recog-
nized as a 2017 Angels in Adoption hon-
oree. Wendy Davis-Wilson, Jeff and
Benita Davis, and Brooke Kelly have
all dedicated their time to bridging the
gaps in the complicated adoption proc-
essing. Wendy and Brandon, adoptive
parents themselves, have a sincere pas-
sion for ensuring resources are avail-
able for families wishing to adopt.

Through Hope That Binds, a network
of loving families is growing and ex-
panding constantly. To date, more
than 40 families have been assisted
through the organization’s fundraisers
and grant programs.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

In addition, I would like to recognize
Josh and Mandy Thurman, who were
also selected as Angels in Adoption
honorees. After a 2-year adoption proc-
ess starting in 2013, the Thurmans
brought their son, Townes, home to
Simpson County from Ethiopia. Fami-
lies like the Davises and Thurmans
make a major difference in the lives of
children who need loving families.

On behalf of the First District of
Kentucky, I congratulate both families
in their efforts to make the dream of a
family a reality for children in need.

ZERO MAJOR LEGISLATIVE
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, here we
are 9 months into the year, and the Re-
publican-led Congress has zero major
legislative accomplishments to show
for it. While Democrats continue to
offer an agenda that gives Americans a
better deal, really a better life, Repub-
licans are continually obsessed with
their Republican healthcare bill, this
repeal and replace.

Recently, they have had to pull back
again from their Graham-Cassidy ap-
proach to this. Why? Because it means
less care, less coverage, higher pre-
miums, higher copays. It is bad policy.
We ought to be focusing on what we
need to do to make it right to fix the
problems we see in healthcare, not this
obsession to check a political box and
repeal healthcare for the American
people.

Meanwhile, there is no infrastructure
plan. America’s roads and bridges are
falling apart. There is nothing on the
floor of the House to address that—
something the American people all
agree we need to do. There has been
nothing done to make sure that 800,000
DREAMers are not deported away.

They have a tax plan that rewards
5,400 American families with a quarter
of a trillion dollars in tax breaks. This
is the wrong direction for America.

————

RECOGNIZING BICENTENNIAL OF
PETERSBURG, INDIANA

(Mr. BUCSHON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of a notable Hoo-
sier milestone, the bicentennial of the
city of Petersburg, Indiana. Located in
Pike County, this southern Indiana
community was settled on land do-
nated by Peter Brenton in 1817, and was
established just 1 year later after Indi-
ana had become a State.

From its earliest days as a pioneer
settlement near the Buffalo Trace and
the White River, Petersburg is today a
vibrant commercial and residential
community and the seat of the county
government. Blessed with an abun-
dance of natural resources, it is a lead-
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er in Indiana’s power generation indus-
try.

While rightfully proud of its favorite
son, baseball great Gil Hodges, Peters-
burg is squarely focused on a promising
future. It boasts wonderful, new down-
town housing, a new county public li-
brary, and just dedicated its new fire
department. It looks forward to excit-
ing development opportunities along I-
69.

I proudly salute the city of Peters-
burg; its mayor, R.C. Klipsch; and its
loyal citizens on this historic occasion.

————
SENIOR PROTECTION BILL

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of bipartisan, com-
monsense legislation to help protect
our seniors from elder abuse, fraud, and
neglect. The Senior Citizen Protection
Act would create a national registry of
convicted elder abusers that accredited
healthcare providers, and the public
could check before hiring employees
who will work with seniors.

While some States already have cre-
ated elder abuse registries, there is
currently no mnationally searchable
database of the State-level data. As our
population ages, the problem of those
who seek to take advantage of vulner-
able seniors continues to grow.

Families deserve the peace of mind
that their parents and loved ones will
receive the best possible care at senior
facilities and nursing homes from
qualified staff.

I urge my colleagues to join me and
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) on this senior protec-
tion legislation; and I urge them to
continue to support Social Security,
Medicare, and Medicaid programs that
millions of seniors depend on to live
out their retirement years with dignity
and security.

————

RECOGNIZING MIDDLETOWN
POLICE OFFICER MEGAN FREER

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
over the course of several weeks this
summer, our Nation focused on my dis-
trict as the tragic news of missing
teenagers led the news.

My heart goes out to the families of
those boys and our entire community
touched by this tragedy. In that dark-
ness, we saw the best of our commu-
nity shine through: neighbors in pray-
er; local businesses engaged in inves-
tigation efforts; and through it all, the
commitment and the dedication of our
local law enforcement officers.

One such officer, Middletown Town-
ship Police Officer Megan Freer, was
recently recognized at the National
Liberty Museum in Philadelphia for



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-10T05:41:56-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




