
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH7538 September 27, 2017 
risk of collapse, and millions of Amer-
ican citizens looking for help. But 1 
week later, we still have not addressed 
this extraordinary crisis. Congress is 
not planning to vote on providing aid 
until next week. 

President Trump tweeted about 
Puerto Rico owing money to Wall 
Street, as if that should be a priority 
right now. President Trump and my 
friends on the other side of the aisle 
who control Congress need to start 
treating this with the urgency it de-
mands. 

My district is home to more than 
20,000 Puerto Ricans. Over the last 
week, they have told me that they 
don’t understand what is going on in 
Washington. Why is this taking so 
long? 

This President talks a lot about put-
ting America first, but why isn’t he 
doing more to help our fellow citizens 
in Puerto Rico? 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my con-
stituents, bring a bill to the floor. 
Let’s get this done, and let’s address 
the humanitarian crisis that is beset-
ting citizens in Puerto Rico. 

f 

THE 911 DISPATCHERS OF HARVEY 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in 
the inky darkness of night, during the 
hammering rain of Harvey, reservoirs 
released even more water with little 
notice to people downstream. Mean-
while, hundreds of first responders bat-
tled the incessant rain, rising flood-
waters, and raging currents to rescue 
people from homes. 

Inside the dimly lit call center, 911 
dispatchers answered call after call 
after call, racing to keep up as tense 
thousands dialed in. Dispatchers like 
26-year-old Erika Wells worked 20-hour 
stretches, then trying to grab a nap or 
two. 

With phones constantly ringing, the 
dispatchers sent rescue teams to homes 
packed with people in need of escape, a 
woman in labor, and families trapped 
on their roofs. As the 50-inch rain kept 
pounding and floodwaters rose, the dis-
patchers answered, calmed, and helped 
those in need. 

As the morning Sun finally broke 
through the Texas sky, the dispatchers 
emerged from their stations and finally 
checked on their own families, many of 
whom had their own homes flooded. 
These dispatchers are some of the 
Texas Proud that helped save others in 
the floods of summer. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING NESTOR GARCIA 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, at 
about 2 a.m. this morning, our HPD, 
Houston Police Department, faced a 

tragic incident of one of our officers 
who was participating in a stop along 
with other officers on I–59 South. Un-
fortunately, a driver who paid no at-
tention to the flashing lights and the 
work of these officers sped through and 
hit Nestor Garcia. 

My last word was that he was in sur-
gery, with his family, and that all of 
those who could be there—the chief and 
the mayor—were at the hospital with 
him. 

So I simply stand to ask for prayers 
for Nestor Garcia and his family and 
indicate that we are well aware of the 
work of the outstanding police and fire 
departments during Hurricane Harvey 
and all of the time. I wish him the best 
and strongest recovery as a young man 
who just entered the police department 
and just graduated. I know that our 
prayers will help him and his family. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TANNER LEE 
JAMESON 

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, my constituent, Tanner Lee 
Jameson, was just 13 when he died from 
cardiac arrest during a basketball 
game. His school had an automated ex-
ternal defibrillator, or AED, in a near-
by office, but it was inaccessible when 
Tanner needed it most. 

Since Tanner’s passing, his mother, 
and my constituent, Rhonda Harrill, 
who is in the gallery today with her 
husband, has been a passionate advo-
cate for increased AED access. 

Early this year, I introduced the 
AEDs resolution, H. Res. 35, which 
would encourage schools to have AEDs 
and to provide annual AED training. 

In 1998, I introduced, and Congress 
passed, the Aviation Medical Assist-
ance Act, the law that requires, among 
other things, passenger airplanes and 
airports to have AEDs and flight crews 
to receive additional first aid and AED 
training. 

Today, I am pleased to participate in 
this year’s AED Hunt on the Hill, spon-
sored by my friend, Dr. PHIL ROE, and 
hosted by the Children’s Cardio-
myopathy Foundation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to re-
member Tanner Jameson’s life, and I 
urge my colleagues to cosponsor H. 
Res. 35 to hopefully help save lives in 
the future. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would remind the gentleman 
that references to occupants of the gal-
lery are not permitted. 

f 

SICKLE CELL AWARENESS 
(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss a topic very near and 
dear to my heart: sickle cell anemia. 

Sickle cell disease is an inherited 
blood disorder that affects red blood 

cells and rapidly destroys sickle cells 
in the body. During an attack, victims 
can experience acute chest pain, 
stroke, and damage to vital organs like 
the kidneys and liver. 

This disease is personal to me be-
cause, growing up, I watched my sister 
suffer from it. She was always in and 
out of the hospital. Oftentimes, the 
only resources we had to treat her were 
our family’s love and support. This was 
devastating. My sister lost her battle 
at age 26. 

But this doesn’t have to be the story 
of others. While medical treatment and 
research for sickle cell anemia has 
evolved, it is imperative to support 
Federal funding for additional research 
and treatment opportunities. 

I am a proud cosponsor of H.R. 2410, 
the Sickle Cell Disease Research, Sur-
veillance, Prevention, and Treatment 
Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing Sick-
le Cell Awareness Day by not only sup-
porting community efforts to treat pa-
tients with this disease, but by cospon-
soring legislation that provides Federal 
resources to advance medical treat-
ments for this disease. 

f 

FALLEN HERO BANNER 
DEDICATION 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 
this past weekend, I participated in the 
unveiling of the Bucks County Home-
town Heroes Banners at Freedom 
Square in Doylestown. These banners 
hold the names and faces of the brave 
women and men of Bucks County who 
gave their life in service of our Nation 
after the terror attacks of September 
11 and as part of the global war on ter-
ror. 

It was a humbling experience to be 
surrounded by friends and families of 
those warriors, as well as a community 
committed to honoring their legacy. 
Even Freedom Square—a community- 
built memorial supported by the Travis 
Manion Foundation, the local chapter 
of the American Gold Star Mothers, 
and the Goldman Family—signifies our 
commitment to remember those who 
have served and sacrificed for our free-
dom. As always, I am proud of the pa-
triotism and support shown by our 
community in Bucks County. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
the 25 names of these fallen heroes in 
honor of their sacrifice, the sacrifice of 
their families, and in support of the 
Bucks County community. 

Specialist Kristofor T. Stonesifer, U.S. 
Army. 

Corporal Patrick R. Nixon, U.S. Marine 
Corp. 

Specialist William J. Maher, III, U.S. 
Army. 

Captain Brian R. Faunce, U.S. Army. 
Specialist Tamarra J. Ramos, U.S. Army. 
Specialist Maurice J. Johnson, U.S. Army. 
Specialist Edward W. Brabazon, U.S. 

Army. 
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Corporal Barton R. Humlhanz, U.S. Ma-

rines Corps. 
Lance Corporal Robert T. Mininger, U.S. 

Marine Corps. 
Specialist Kurt E. Krout, U.S. Army. 
Private First Class Nathaniel E. 

DeTample, U.S. Army. 
Captain Scott E. Craven, U.S. Air Force. 
Staff Sergeant Jae S. Moon, U.S. Army. 
First Lieutenant Travis L. Manion, U.S. 

Marine Corps. 
First Lieutenant Colby J. Umbrell, U.S. 

Army. 
Sergeant Allen James Dunckley, U.S. 

Army. 
Private First Class Robert H. Dembowski, 

Jr., U.S. Army. 
Sergeant First Class Shawn M. Suzch, U.S. 

Army. 
Staff Sergeant Mark C. Baum, U.S. Army. 
Special Operations Chief Eric F. 

Shellenberger, U.S. Navy. 
Corporal Elliot D. Teisler, U.S. Marine 

Corps. 
Master Sergeant Kenneth B. Elwell, U.S. 

Army. 
Sergeant First Class Liam J. Nevins, U.S. 

Army. 
Sergeant Daniel J. Warriner, U.S. Army. 
Specialist Nicholas D. Roberts, U.S. Army. 

f 

URGE PASSAGE OF THE DREAM 
ACT OF 2017 

(Mrs. TORRES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud to stand with the DREAMers, 
and I urge the passage of H.R. 3440, the 
Dream Act of 2017. 

I know what it is like to leave your 
country of birth as a child through no 
choice of your own, and I know that 
those kids have grown up to become 
just as American as each and every one 
of us here. 

Despite what their immigration sta-
tus might say, this is their country; 
this is their home. We cannot stand by 
and allow their lives and well-being to 
be put in jeopardy. The country is on 
their side. Don’t let petty politics get 
in the way of good policy. 

The DREAMers are courageous 
young men and women who came for-
ward to register in the DACA program, 
and now they are more vulnerable than 
ever. Mr. Speaker, I urge every one of 
my colleagues to support H.R. 3440. The 
clock is ticking. We must act to pro-
tect the DREAMers. 

f 

b 1515 

PUERTO RICO AND HURRICANE 
RELIEF 

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, it has been 8 
days since Hurricane Maria slammed 
into Puerto Rico and impacted the 
lives of Americans there, who are now 
in dire need. Power and communica-
tions remain down; food, water, and 
fuel are scarce; infrastructure con-
tinues to crumble; and Americans are 
dying. Tackling recovery is urgent. 

I was pleased to see that President 
Trump has asked Brigadier General 
Richard Kim to go to the island and 
seek to lead. Because of the island’s to-
pography and isolation, this isn’t a 
Houston, this isn’t a New Orleans or a 
Florida. Rescue and relief isn’t as easy 
as moving a convoy of power company 
trucks down the interstate highway. 
Logistically, this is much more dif-
ficult. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I believe it is 
time to set up a joint task force, with 
one person in charge, able to make de-
cisions and not get ‘‘stuck on stupid,’’ 
as one Army general famously said. 
That general, Russell Honore, turned 
around the government floundering 
after taking charge of Joint Task 
Force Katrina. 

On the ground, the joint task force 
can coordinate all public and private 
relief efforts, starting with putting our 
National Guard to work, reopening the 
air tower, clearing the roads, and open-
ing a chow hall. 

I continue to pray for Puerto Rico, 
but each of us must understand our be-
loved island’s crisis is very different. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF DREAMERS AND 
THE DREAM ACT 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, Members, I also want to join 
my colleague from Houston in prayers 
for Houston police officer Nestor Gar-
cia and his family, but I rise today in 
support of the 68,000 DREAMers that 
are in Houston, Harris County, Texas, 
and throughout our country, and call 
on congressional leaders to bring up 
the Dream Act for immediate vote. 

DREAMers and young men and 
women who were raised in America 
know no other country and are an inte-
gral part of our schools, our colleges, 
our workforce, and our communities. 

During the worst days of Hurricane 
Harvey, DREAMers helped rescue 
neighbors and save lives throughout 
Houston and the Texas Gulf Coast. 
DREAMers are now and will continue 
to be serving a key role in rebuilding 
our city. 

President Trump’s announcement 
this month to end the DACA program 
was a gut punch to DREAMers who are 
helping their families and communities 
recover from Harvey’s destruction. 

Congress has a moral obligation to 
honor the hard work and aspirations of 
the current and earlier generations of 
immigrants and DREAMers, and bring 
up the Dream Act for our immediate 
consideration. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF 800,000 DREAMERS 
(Mr. GOMEZ asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of 800,000 DREAMers aban-

doned by this administration. Any 
doubt about the administration’s 
senseless cruelty was put to rest on 
September 5, when they chose to end 
DACA. 

Immigrant youth and their families 
fuel our economy and help create a 
more dynamic society. 

Terminating DACA is a heartless and 
vile act that will upend lives, ruin fam-
ilies, and disrupt local economies. 

DREAMers are the embodiment of 
America’s promise, the idea that no 
matter where you are from, the color 
of your skin, or the God you worship, if 
you come here, believe in our values, 
work hard, and contribute to our coun-
try, then you deserve a place here in 
the United States of America. That is 
what we are fighting for: to keep the 
promise of this great country. 

To my Republican colleagues: you 
can’t profess to support the DREAMers 
yet fail to support the Dream Act. It is 
time to put up or shut up. I call on my 
colleagues to sign the discharge peti-
tion and support a clean Dream Act. 

f 

IT IS TIME TO VOTE ON THE 
DREAM ACT 

(Ms. BARRAGÁN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge my colleagues to sign the 
discharge petition to force a vote on 
the Dream Act. I believe this legisla-
tion would pass today if the Speaker 
would put it to a vote. 

Survey after survey confirms that a 
vast majority of Americans support 
DREAMers and believe they should be 
allowed to stay in the United States, 
the only country they have known 
since childhood. 

Let’s be clear: DREAMers’ lives are 
not bargaining chips, DREAMers’ fu-
ture is not a real estate deal. DREAM-
ers have started businesses, they have 
bought homes, they have mentored 
high school students, they have found 
work in nonprofits. 

They give back to their community 
every day. They are teachers, they are 
nurses and doctors, they are our neigh-
bors, our friends, and, for some of us 
like me, they are family. 

Failing to extend legal protections 
for DREAMers would be a historic be-
trayal, a permanent stain on our coun-
try. If you have yet to sign the dis-
charge petition, I urge my colleagues 
to do so now. 

f 

THERE IS MUCH CONFUSION 
ABOUT IMPEACHMENT 

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to indicate that there is much 
confusion about something that is near 
and dear to me. There is much confu-
sion about impeachment, and so as to 
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