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House of Representatives 
The House met at 3 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 

Pastor Dennis Jokela, Kalamazoo 
County Sheriff’s Department, Kala-
mazoo, Michigan, offered the following 
prayer: 

Father God, we are grateful to be 
able to come into Your presence in a 
free country such as ours. 

I ask that You bless this great Na-
tion. 

I ask You to pour out Your wisdom 
and revelation knowledge into every-
one hearing the sound of my voice. 

I ask You to let Your glory shine like 
a light emanating from this place, fill-
ing our entire country. 

I speak unification of our country in 
our original, can-do, American spirit. 

I speak life into those dead and dying 
places in our land, Lord. 

For those places that are in need of 
Your restoration power, I ask that You 
pour it out on them. 

I ask that You bless these pro-
ceedings today and bless the work of 
our hands. 

I ask all of this in Jesus’ mighty 
name. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause one, rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. POE) come forward and 
lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 

Mr. POE of Texas led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING PASTOR DENNIS 
JOKELA 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
UPTON) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize a proud son of Por-
tage, Michigan, Pastor Dennis Jokela 
of the Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s De-
partment. 

He has been a pillar of our commu-
nity through his work as a small-busi-
ness owner, a judge for the Michigan 
Vocational Education Society, and as a 
corporal and chaplain at the Kala-
mazoo County Sheriff’s Department as 
well. 

I know I speak for many as we thank, 
in particular, our first responders all 
across the country, sheriffs, and police 
officers, and pray to keep them and 
their families safe. 

Pastor Jokela’s dedication to public 
service runs deep as a seven-time deco-
rated veteran of Vietnam and Cam-
bodia—overdue medals my team was 
able to help him obtain—a pastor with 
the Michigan Boot Camp for Troubled 
Teens at Fort Custer, and his work 
with the homeless. His commitment to 
community and country are unques-
tionable. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Pastor Jokela 
for his service here and at home. We 
are all so honored to be with him 
today. I thank him for his kind words. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COS-
TELLO of Pennsylvania). The Chair will 
entertain up to 15 further requests for 
1-minute speeches on each side of the 
aisle. 

RECOGNIZING ERIEZ MANUFAC-
TURING ON 75 YEARS IN BUSI-
NESS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late Eriez Manufacturing on 75 years in 
business in Erie, Pennsylvania. Eriez 
has grown exponentially since the 
early days when Orange Fowler 
Merwin—or O.F., as he was known— 
sold equipment to grain millers. 

His customers often complained 
about stray pieces of metal that found 
their way into the grain that the farm-
ers brought to the mills for grinding. 
In 1942, O.F. devised a permanent mag-
netic separator in the basement of his 
home and sold it to a grain miller. 
Eriez was officially on its way. 

Since those humble beginnings in 
that Erie basement, Eriez has expanded 
into the world authority in separation 
technologies with operations all over 
the world. Of course, it has always been 
headquartered in Erie and on Asbury 
Road since 1962. 

Mr. Speaker, today, Eriez employs 
more than 300 Erie residents, between 
its two locations on Asbury Road and 
at its facility near Belle Valley. 

The story of Eriez Manufacturing 
truly is a classic American Dream tale, 
and it has maintained local family 
ownership throughout its history. I 
congratulate them on this milestone. 

f 

PUERTO RICO NEEDS OUR 
ASSISTANCE 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, last 
week, Hurricane Maria hit the island of 
Puerto Rico. The damage on the island 
has been described as apocalyptic: 
buildings destroyed, a major dam at 
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risk of collapse, and millions of Amer-
ican citizens looking for help. But 1 
week later, we still have not addressed 
this extraordinary crisis. Congress is 
not planning to vote on providing aid 
until next week. 

President Trump tweeted about 
Puerto Rico owing money to Wall 
Street, as if that should be a priority 
right now. President Trump and my 
friends on the other side of the aisle 
who control Congress need to start 
treating this with the urgency it de-
mands. 

My district is home to more than 
20,000 Puerto Ricans. Over the last 
week, they have told me that they 
don’t understand what is going on in 
Washington. Why is this taking so 
long? 

This President talks a lot about put-
ting America first, but why isn’t he 
doing more to help our fellow citizens 
in Puerto Rico? 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my con-
stituents, bring a bill to the floor. 
Let’s get this done, and let’s address 
the humanitarian crisis that is beset-
ting citizens in Puerto Rico. 

f 

THE 911 DISPATCHERS OF HARVEY 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in 
the inky darkness of night, during the 
hammering rain of Harvey, reservoirs 
released even more water with little 
notice to people downstream. Mean-
while, hundreds of first responders bat-
tled the incessant rain, rising flood-
waters, and raging currents to rescue 
people from homes. 

Inside the dimly lit call center, 911 
dispatchers answered call after call 
after call, racing to keep up as tense 
thousands dialed in. Dispatchers like 
26-year-old Erika Wells worked 20-hour 
stretches, then trying to grab a nap or 
two. 

With phones constantly ringing, the 
dispatchers sent rescue teams to homes 
packed with people in need of escape, a 
woman in labor, and families trapped 
on their roofs. As the 50-inch rain kept 
pounding and floodwaters rose, the dis-
patchers answered, calmed, and helped 
those in need. 

As the morning Sun finally broke 
through the Texas sky, the dispatchers 
emerged from their stations and finally 
checked on their own families, many of 
whom had their own homes flooded. 
These dispatchers are some of the 
Texas Proud that helped save others in 
the floods of summer. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING NESTOR GARCIA 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, at 
about 2 a.m. this morning, our HPD, 
Houston Police Department, faced a 

tragic incident of one of our officers 
who was participating in a stop along 
with other officers on I–59 South. Un-
fortunately, a driver who paid no at-
tention to the flashing lights and the 
work of these officers sped through and 
hit Nestor Garcia. 

My last word was that he was in sur-
gery, with his family, and that all of 
those who could be there—the chief and 
the mayor—were at the hospital with 
him. 

So I simply stand to ask for prayers 
for Nestor Garcia and his family and 
indicate that we are well aware of the 
work of the outstanding police and fire 
departments during Hurricane Harvey 
and all of the time. I wish him the best 
and strongest recovery as a young man 
who just entered the police department 
and just graduated. I know that our 
prayers will help him and his family. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TANNER LEE 
JAMESON 

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, my constituent, Tanner Lee 
Jameson, was just 13 when he died from 
cardiac arrest during a basketball 
game. His school had an automated ex-
ternal defibrillator, or AED, in a near-
by office, but it was inaccessible when 
Tanner needed it most. 

Since Tanner’s passing, his mother, 
and my constituent, Rhonda Harrill, 
who is in the gallery today with her 
husband, has been a passionate advo-
cate for increased AED access. 

Early this year, I introduced the 
AEDs resolution, H. Res. 35, which 
would encourage schools to have AEDs 
and to provide annual AED training. 

In 1998, I introduced, and Congress 
passed, the Aviation Medical Assist-
ance Act, the law that requires, among 
other things, passenger airplanes and 
airports to have AEDs and flight crews 
to receive additional first aid and AED 
training. 

Today, I am pleased to participate in 
this year’s AED Hunt on the Hill, spon-
sored by my friend, Dr. PHIL ROE, and 
hosted by the Children’s Cardio-
myopathy Foundation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to re-
member Tanner Jameson’s life, and I 
urge my colleagues to cosponsor H. 
Res. 35 to hopefully help save lives in 
the future. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would remind the gentleman 
that references to occupants of the gal-
lery are not permitted. 

f 

SICKLE CELL AWARENESS 
(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss a topic very near and 
dear to my heart: sickle cell anemia. 

Sickle cell disease is an inherited 
blood disorder that affects red blood 

cells and rapidly destroys sickle cells 
in the body. During an attack, victims 
can experience acute chest pain, 
stroke, and damage to vital organs like 
the kidneys and liver. 

This disease is personal to me be-
cause, growing up, I watched my sister 
suffer from it. She was always in and 
out of the hospital. Oftentimes, the 
only resources we had to treat her were 
our family’s love and support. This was 
devastating. My sister lost her battle 
at age 26. 

But this doesn’t have to be the story 
of others. While medical treatment and 
research for sickle cell anemia has 
evolved, it is imperative to support 
Federal funding for additional research 
and treatment opportunities. 

I am a proud cosponsor of H.R. 2410, 
the Sickle Cell Disease Research, Sur-
veillance, Prevention, and Treatment 
Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing Sick-
le Cell Awareness Day by not only sup-
porting community efforts to treat pa-
tients with this disease, but by cospon-
soring legislation that provides Federal 
resources to advance medical treat-
ments for this disease. 

f 

FALLEN HERO BANNER 
DEDICATION 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 
this past weekend, I participated in the 
unveiling of the Bucks County Home-
town Heroes Banners at Freedom 
Square in Doylestown. These banners 
hold the names and faces of the brave 
women and men of Bucks County who 
gave their life in service of our Nation 
after the terror attacks of September 
11 and as part of the global war on ter-
ror. 

It was a humbling experience to be 
surrounded by friends and families of 
those warriors, as well as a community 
committed to honoring their legacy. 
Even Freedom Square—a community- 
built memorial supported by the Travis 
Manion Foundation, the local chapter 
of the American Gold Star Mothers, 
and the Goldman Family—signifies our 
commitment to remember those who 
have served and sacrificed for our free-
dom. As always, I am proud of the pa-
triotism and support shown by our 
community in Bucks County. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
the 25 names of these fallen heroes in 
honor of their sacrifice, the sacrifice of 
their families, and in support of the 
Bucks County community. 

Specialist Kristofor T. Stonesifer, U.S. 
Army. 

Corporal Patrick R. Nixon, U.S. Marine 
Corp. 

Specialist William J. Maher, III, U.S. 
Army. 

Captain Brian R. Faunce, U.S. Army. 
Specialist Tamarra J. Ramos, U.S. Army. 
Specialist Maurice J. Johnson, U.S. Army. 
Specialist Edward W. Brabazon, U.S. 

Army. 
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