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that the Federal Government is not
stepping up as fully and as quickly as
we must.

I remember, in this body, when the
legislation to take over the Puerto
Rican government and put in place a
junta or control board was working its
way through Congress—the PROMESA
bill. What was the main selling point
for the bill? Vote for PROMESA be-
cause it will not cost us a penny. So
that is where this Congress and the
Federal Government start from: not
wanting to spend what needs to be
spent or do what needs to be done.

We need to waive cost sharing that
could charge—would charge—Puerto
Rico for a percentage of the relief and
rescue help they are receiving today.
Puerto Rico is broke, and they cannot
borrow because the government—our
Federal Government—has said it can-
not. This Congress has said it cannot.
So they can’t set their own budget and
spending priorities, which have all been
taken away from them.

So the U.S. Government should start
by waiving those cost-sharing require-
ments and suspend the Jones Act per-
manently or for a substantial period—
at least a decade—to help in the recov-
ery. Since it was imposed on Puerto
Rico, the Jones Act has cost the Puerto
Rican consumers more than all the
money owed to Wall Street and the
debt, yet the President reminds us of
the debt.

Let the ships flow as quickly and as
cheaply from wherever they may come
because this is an emergency. Let’s be
clear: with or without hurricanes, the
electrical grid, the roads, ports, public
safety, and public health system are
close to collapsing. So this emergency
can not just be treated by Congress,
the President, FEMA, and other agen-
cies as just another storm.

Mr. Speaker, I have asked the Speak-
er of the House and the Democratic
leader to form a delegation and send
Members to Puerto Rico so they can
see for themselves how dire things are.
I am leaving on Friday to go there, and
I am hoping other Members will join
me. I have family who needs help, so I
am headed there to do what I can do.
But, most importantly, I am com-
mitted to shining a spotlight on the
people of Puerto Rico so that they are
neither out of sight nor out of our
minds. We need to make them the pri-
ority in this moment of great need and
in this moment of national disaster.

———

MAKING CLEAN WATER A TOP
PRIORITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 56 minutes.

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the city of St. Cloud
for taking care of our community’s
drinking water.

St. Cloud’s safe drinking water comes
from the mighty Mississippi, and its
pure form is thanks to projects like the
Northwest Regional Treatment Sys-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

tem, the Northeast Sump Manholes, as
well as the Northeast St. Cloud Water
Quality Project, the city’s newest
water purifying project. To put the ef-
fectiveness of these projects in perspec-
tive, the Northeast St. Cloud Water
Quality Project stops 10,200 pounds of
sediment and 20 pounds of phosphorus
from entering the Mississippi every
year.

Because of the commitment to the
health and safety of the city’s water
supply, last month St. Cloud was
awarded the Source Water Protection
Award. It is an honor to represent a
city that takes the health of its citi-
zens so seriously. Congratulations to
the city of St. Cloud and everyone re-
sponsible for the city’s water supply.

A NATIONAL AWARD FOR A LOCAL BUS DRIVER

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate St. Cloud Metro
Bus driver Todd DeZurik for his first
place finish at the 2017 National Com-
munity Transit Roadeo, which was re-
cently held in Detroit, Michigan. This
competition gives drivers from all over
the Nation the chance to take part in
a little healthy competition and ex-
hibit their talent by driving through a
timed obstacle course that imitates
real-life situations and difficult sce-
narios that can occur on the road.

Todd has participated in this com-
petition before, taking third place last
yvear and second place in 2012. This year
was Todd’s year, as he took first place
against 82 other drivers.

Congratulations, Todd. I am glad to
know we have skilled drivers like you
on our roads safely transporting the
members of our community. Keep up
the great work.

A MINNESOTA SOLDIER, RETURNING HOME

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize one of Minnesota’s
finest military families who fought
during our Nation’s darkest hour. I
would especially like to remember one
family member who made the ultimate
sacrifice and who, after more than a
half century, will finally be returned
and laid to rest in his beloved home
State.

Quentin, Earl, and Harold Gifford all
bravely served our Nation during World
War II. While Earl and Harold made it
home safely, Quentin, who served on
the USS Oklahoma, died in the attack
on Pearl Harbor.

For 75 years, Quentin remained in
the National Memorial Cemetery of the
Pacific, until this year, when his re-
mains were finally identified. The iden-
tification of Quentin has brought relief
and closure to his family, who never
forgot the brother they lost. The Gif-
fords are happy to have the chance to
give Quentin the memorial he deserves.

Mr. Speaker, I speak for all Minneso-
tans when I say we are happy to finally
welcome home a hero like Quentin.

2017 MINNESOTA FARM FAMILIES

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the hardworking
folks from my district who have been
selected as this year’s Minnesota Farm
Families.
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The Minnesota Farm Families pro-
gram is a longstanding tradition in our
State, having taken place for the past
30 years. This program honors the fam-
ilies who have dedicated their lives to
agriculture. They are chosen because of
their exceptional contribution to ad-
vance Minnesota’s agriculture indus-
try.

This year, five families from my dis-
trict were selected for their agricul-
tural contributions to our State. They
include Jim and Sally Myers from
Anoka County, Rick and Marlene
Schlichting from Benton County, Curt
and Joni Hedtke from Carver County,
the Bahnemann Family Stock Farm in
Washington County, and the Kreitlow
and Ford family from Wright County.

Farming is not just a profession for
these families, it is a way of life. Their
hard work and the hard work of fami-
lies like them make agriculture one of
the primary drivers of Minnesota’s
economy.

Congratulations to the 2017 Min-
nesota Farm Families. Thank you so
much for everything you do.

————
[ 1030

DEFEND, DENOUNCE, AND
ANNOUNCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today and stand at the po-
dium designated for Republicans, but I
rise not as a Democrat or a Republican.
I rise today, Mr. Speaker, not as a Lib-
eral or a Conservative.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today as a proud
American: a person who believes in his
country, who salutes the flag, says the
Pledge of Allegiance, and sings the na-
tional anthem.

I rise today, Mr. Speaker, to make
comments that I never thought I would
have to make in the well of the House
of Congress. I rise today to defend, de-
nounce, and announce.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to defend any
mother who has been called a dog be-
cause her son engaged in peaceful pro-
test. I rise, Mr. Speaker.

I rise today, Mr. Speaker, to defend
any son who is called the son of a dog
because he engaged in peaceful protest.
I rise, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to denounce these
comments that have been made be-
cause they have brought discourse to a
new low. Mr. Speaker, this is a level of
indecency that is unbecoming of the
Presidency.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to say to the
world that this is not what America is
all about: calling people SOBs. We
know what a “B’’ is. It is a dog.

Mr. Speaker, I rise because my heart
tells me that I must do something.

Mr. Speaker, I denounce the com-
ments that were made, and I rise to an-
nounce that next week I will bring a
privileged resolution before the Con-
gress of the United States of America.
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I will stand here in the well of the Con-
gress, and I will call for the impeach-
ment of the President of the United
States of America.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———————

ESCALATING THREAT FROM
NORTH KOREA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. COMER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about an issue that my
constituents in the First District of
Kentucky are following closely: the es-
calating threat from North Korea.

The world has watched as the North
Korean dictator, Kim Jong-un, has
built up his country’s nuclear weapons
and ballistic missiles programs over
the past several years.

Just this month, North Korea con-
ducted its sixth nuclear test—the larg-
est one yet. This followed a series of
missile tests that led U.S. intelligence
analysts to conclude that the Kim re-
gime is on the verge of developing a re-
liable intercontinental missile capable
of carrying a nuclear weapon, a feat
that officials previously did not expect
would be possible for several more
years.

Clearly, this rogue state is moving
full steam ahead toward its goal of be-
coming a nuclear power that cannot
only threaten our allies and territories
in the region, but also the American
mainland.

I have the utmost confidence in our
military leaders, and I trust Secretary
Mattis when he says that our existing
missile defense systems have what it
takes to keep our country safe from
the North Korean threat. The Amer-
ican people can feel safe and secure,
knowing that our military is pro-
tecting them and that their Represent-
atives in Congress, like myself, are
ready to provide whatever funding is
needed to support the development and
deployment of missile defense tech-
nology, both now and in the future.

That being said, it is simply unac-
ceptable to allow a leader like Kim
Jong-un, who shows no regard for
international norms or human rights,
to gain valuable leverage and deterrent
capability as a nuclear-armed state.

I was encouraged to hear our Com-
mander in Chief speak out forcefully
against the ‘‘forces of destruction”
that are gathering power in our world
in his address to the United Nations
last week. President Trump has made
it clear to North Korea that
denuclearization is the only path for-
ward, and he has successfully mobilized
the international community to im-
pose strong sanctions that will help de-
prive the Kim regime of the resources
it needs to continue its rush to nuclear
weapons.

This is a critical step forward, but
make no mistake: the nuclear advance-
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ments that North Korea has been al-
lowed to achieve in recent years pose a
very serious threat to our Nation, our
allies, and the international commu-
nity overall. That is why we must
stand firm now and be prepared to do
whatever is necessary to protect our
national security and that of our allies,
including military action.

I am proud that Congress is doing its
part to support the Trump administra-
tion’s efforts to counter the North Ko-
rean threat, including passing sanc-
tions legislation that was enacted into
law in August; and the North Korean
Human Rights Reauthorization Act,
which passed the House yesterday.

We must continue to stand united,
both as a country and with our inter-
national partners, to send a clear mes-
sage to North Korea that its hostile be-
havior must end and that it must never
be allowed to threaten the world with
nuclear weapons.

——
EVERY PERSON COUNTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, in this
country, we do not retreat. We may
stumble and we may struggle, but we
press on. Time and again, our greatest
challenges have delivered our crowning
achievements: the New Deal, the 19th
Amendment, the GI Bill, the Civil
Rights Act, and marriage equality.

The tougher the moment, the more
we demand of ourselves; the bigger and
bolder we demand to dream for a fairer,
more just nation, for an America where
every person counts, where every voice
matters, where we are all treated with
a decency and a dignity that we de-
serve, where every American family
has access to quality, affordable, acces-
sible healthcare.

Right now, this week, we must fight
harder than before to say: Not this bill,
not this time. Not this cop-out, not
this retreat, not this white flag.

The latest version of TrumpCare is
an admission that the wealthiest Na-
tion on Earth will not, by choice, care
for all its citizens; that a child in
Texas or Massachusetts with pediatric
cancer deserves treatment, but not
both; that a grandmother in Maine or
Oklahoma deserves long-term care, but
not both; that a young man in Georgia
or West Virginia suffering from sub-
stance use disorder can be treated, but
not both.

This version of TrumpCare, worse
than those before it, pits State against
State, American against American.

It is up to every single one of us here
today to say: Not this—not in my coun-
try, not on our watch. In our Nation,
every person counts.

————
HONORING LEWIS DONELSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. KUSTOFF) for 5 minutes.
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Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor a very
good friend of mine, Lewis Donelson of
Memphis, Tennessee.

This October, ‘“‘Lewie,” as most call
him, is turning 100 years old, and I can-
not be more proud to celebrate with
him.

Lewie is a brilliant lawyer who has
practiced law for almost 70 years. He
founded one of our Nation’s largest law
firms with Senator Howard Baker, now
called Baker Donelson. But Lewie’s im-
pact extends far beyond his legal ac-
complishments.

Lewie was one of the founders of the
Shelby Republican Party, and he was
instrumental in building the party
throughout the entire State of Ten-
nessee. In 1968, Lewie helped establish
the very first Memphis City Council at
the height of the civil rights movement
and played a significant role in resolv-
ing the sanitation strike led by Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. He led the
charge for peaceful integration and
legal equality in Memphis.

Lewie served as Tennessee’s commis-
sioner of finance for then-Governor
LAMAR ALEXANDER. He was chairman of
the Board of The Med in Memphis and
served on the board of St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital, also in Mem-
phis. Amazingly, through all of this,
Lewie taught his Sunday school class
at Idlewild Presbyterian for more than
60 years.

Lewie is a visionary and a leader. He
is bold and not afraid to do the right
thing. Roberta and I are so glad to call
Lewie our friend, and we cannot wait
to celebrate his 100 remarkable years.

—————

HEALTHCARE ON THE CHOPPING
BLOCK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. RU1z) for 56 minutes.

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, the Graham-
Cassidy bill is the worst version of
TrumpCare yet.

By block granting healthcare, this
bill puts healthcare on the chopping
block. In order to make ends meet,
States will have to change their eligi-
bility criteria, meaning millions more
left uninsured. They will have to cut
certain benefits and expensive coverage
like perhaps cancer treatment or that
extra stay in the hospital. They will
have to reduce reimbursements for hos-
pitals, clinics, and doctors.

That is a big, disproportionate cut to
those healthcare providers, especially
in rural and underserved communities.
This means that millions more will be
uninsured and hardworking families
will be forced to pay more out of pock-
et for healthcare.

This also means that patients with
preexisting conditions will be priced
out of their healthcare and pay more
out of pocket for higher premiums and
higher deductibles. They will have to
pay for needed care that will no longer
be guaranteed coverage under essential
healthcare benefits. Furthermore,
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