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to, done walkathons, done everything 
we can to help their missions, which is 
to help America’s patients. They are 
unanimous that the Senate should re-
ject this measure and that we should 
move on to a new approach—following 
Mr. Einstein’s advice—to try and fix 
the American healthcare system. 

Incredibly, American provider 
groups, who at many times are at each 
other’s throats in terms of different 
healthcare legislation, have also taken 
the same position: the American Med-
ical Association; the American Nurses 
Association; the Association of Amer-
ican Medical Colleges; the American 
Hospital Association; the Catholic 
Health Association of the United 
States; and the American Health Care 
Association, which represents thou-
sands of nursing homes like the one 
that just cared for that gentleman that 
we heard such kind words about a mo-
ment ago from Louisiana. 

Again, incredibly, the National Asso-
ciation of Medicaid Directors from all 
50 States—Republican States and 
Democratic States—issued an extraor-
dinary letter last week. Again, these 
are folks who run the system. They are 
actually on the ground. They are in the 
real world, not in the political bubble 
of Washington, and they have unani-
mously begged the Senate to vote 
‘‘no,’’ and to stop this rush to under-
mining and creating a catastrophic 
damage to America’s healthcare sys-
tem. 

The RAND Corporation issued a re-
port just a couple of days ago that 
talked about the impact of this meas-
ure on America’s veterans. 1.75 million 
American veterans use the Medicaid 
program; many in nursing homes, 
maybe like Mr. Hunter, who we just 
heard about. The RAND Corporation 
has told us that passing this measure 
will undermine our promise to Amer-
ica’s veterans, the people who wore the 
uniform of this country, that they 
would have access to coverage through 
the Medicaid program. That is what 
this bill does. 

Mr. Speaker, in the real world, at the 
end of this week, the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program, a bipartisan meas-
ure that passed a couple of decades ago, 
expires its authorization. The law that 
provides authorization for America’s 
community health centers, that ex-
pires at the end of this week. The Na-
tional Health Service Corps, which al-
lows young Americans to get the op-
portunity for affordable medical edu-
cation, that expires at the end of this 
week. 

That is what we should be focused on; 
not another mindless rushed judgment 
to satisfy a political promise that the 
American people don’t want and we 
know, from all the folks who are out 
there in the real world of America’s 
healthcare system, won’t work. Vote 
‘‘no.’’ 

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF THE 
GUARDIANS OF THE WASH-
INGTON CROSSING NATIONAL 
CEMETERY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to voice my admiration for a 
dedicated group of individuals in my 
community who tirelessly work to en-
sure every veteran receives the rec-
ognition they deserve. 

This organization is the Guardians of 
the Washington Crossing National 
Cemetery. Through rain, sleet, extreme 
heat, and excessive cold, conditions 
that would make others seek shelter, 
these dedicated members have not 
missed a single veteran’s funeral since 
the opening of the Washington Cross-
ing National Cemetery. Over 10,000 of 
our Nation’s veterans have received 
their final honors provided by this de-
voted patriotic group of citizens. 

It is with deep gratitude that I share 
their efforts on this floor. 

Mr. Speaker, in recognition of their 
humble service, I include their names 
in the RECORD. 

Bob Craven, Gabe Masico, John Heenan, 
Dan Worden, Mel Benson, Joe Hogan, Joe 
Longmore, Marge Weiner, Jerry Byrnes, 
Gene Hamilton, Hugh Bell, Les Walters, 
Randy Seitter, Ken Myerson, George Sweet, 
Tom Hauserman, Ron Lyons, Gene Teece, 
Bob Miles, Terry Schweikert. 

Bill McKenna, Walter Elsperger, Bob 
Sundling, Sal Castro, Tom Molnar, Bob 
Davis, Jan Becknell, Bob Greenwood, Bill 
Tuttle, Bill Kratz, Harry Magrisi, Harold 
Shultz, Rich Bender, Tim Ward, Ken Fox, 
Skip Munday, John D’ascenzo, Fred Ameel, 
Joe Darwalk, Frank Adams. 

John Morgan, Walt Jerdan, Dennis Cudnik, 
Joe Fonde, Steve Whiteman, Terry Sherk, 
Jim McDevitt, Bob Castor, Jim Kuhn, Tom 
Lyons, Bob Boccuti, Jim Hartman, Kathleen 
Mcall, Marc Wilard, Victor Teat, Ned 
Cooney, Dick Lima, John Lee, John Whar-
ton, Jim Frawley. 

Chet Gursky, Donn Nolan, Tim Ghebeles, 
John Sandle, Jim Harris, Ed Steglik, Bill 
Fenimore, Bob Crossett, Fred Cadwell, Bill 
Lee, Steve Govern, Brian Watson, Joe Keller, 
Bill Stevens, Barry Helfer, Dan Madden, Mer 
Claar, Don Weiss, Charles Godin, John 
McGarrigle, Jerry McGovern, Fred Stewart, 
Jack Jameson. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, we 
can never truly thank our Nation’s vet-
erans enough for their service and their 
sacrifice. But the work of the members, 
past and present, of the Washington 
Crossing National Cemetery Honor 
Guard is an example we should all fol-
low. 

MITOCHONDRIAL DISEASE AWARENESS WEEK 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise today to recognize the importance 
of raising awareness of mitochondrial 
disease this month of September. 

Mitochondrial disease is a chronic 
genetic disorder that occurs when the 
mitochondria of the cells fail to 
produce enough energy to keep them 
functioning. This disease affects 1 in 
4,000 Americans of all ages, including 
my constituent, Bettemarie Bond. 

It can have severe consequences. 
Symptoms of mitochondrial disease are 
poor growth, loss of motor function, 
and an increased risk of infection. For 
more than 25 years, Bettemarie has re-
lied on continuous infusions of paren-
teral nutrition, saline, and pain medi-
cation to help manage the effects of 
her conditions. 

As a patient advocate, she raises 
awareness of the importance of access 
to home care. Home infusion care has 
allowed Bettemarie to go to college, 
work as an occupational therapist, and 
buy her home in my hometown of 
Levittown. 

This month we highlight the impor-
tance of coming together to support 
those with this disease, as well as edu-
cate the public about its effects. We 
can and must spread awareness for this 
disease through social media aware-
ness, spreading the word in our com-
munities, sharing stories of those af-
flicted, wearing green in support, and 
holding events to help gain recognition 
of this disease and its repercussions. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to speak 
with all those impacted by this condi-
tion, including my constituents, as we 
work to find a cure. 

f 

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF FOOD 
STAMPS ACT OF 1977 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, this 
Friday marks the 40th anniversary of 
the Food Stamps Act of 1977, landmark 
legislation that expanded the reach of 
the Food Stamps program and made it 
more effective and efficient. 

The bipartisan legislation came as a 
response to the severe hunger and mal-
nutrition that plagued our country in 
the 1960s. In 1968, a CBS documentary 
called ‘‘Hunger in America’’ turned the 
Nation’s focus to this terrible problem, 
making us all aware that even in the 
United States of America, the richest 
country in the history of the world, 
kids were going to school hungry and 
families couldn’t afford nutritious 
meals. 

For the next decade, my friend and 
mentor, Senator George McGovern, the 
Democrat from South Dakota; and 
Senator Bob Dole, a Republican from 
Kansas, led the Select Committee on 
Nutrition and Human Needs. This bi-
partisan panel worked to examine the 
issue of hunger and malnutrition in the 
United States. They held field hearings 
to witness firsthand how devastating 
the curse of hunger was across this 
country. They worked together to edu-
cate the public and other Members of 
Congress on hunger, and worked to-
gether to find common ground on how 
best to tackle this terrible problem. 

Out of this work came important up-
dates to the Food Stamps program. 
The Food Stamps Act of 1977 estab-
lished national standards of eligibility 
for the program and eliminated the re-
quirement that recipients pay for their 
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stamps. It was revolutionary and it 
helped to dramatically reduce extreme 
poverty and extreme hunger in the 
United States. 

Since the 1970s, Congress has worked 
to strengthen the program, making it 
even more effective and efficient. We 
have modernized benefit processing, 
and replaced the paper food stamps 
with EBT cards. We have added incen-
tives for the purchase of healthy foods, 
and improved access to fresh fruits and 
vegetables. We have updated benefit 
calculations to exclude combat pay for 
military families, and allow childcare 
deductions to assist families with 
young children. 

In 2008, we renamed the program 
SNAP, the Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program. The modern SNAP 
provides millions of children, seniors, 
and other vulnerable adults with food 
assistance each year. It helps families 
lift themselves out of poverty, and im-
proves health, educational, and eco-
nomic outcomes for its recipients. 

As I hear from families in my dis-
trict, I learn how powerful SNAP is in 
transforming lives. Just last week I 
heard the story of a graduate school- 
educated constituent who became dis-
abled and was unable to work and was 
resistant to applying for SNAP. She 
didn’t think she fit the profile of some-
one who needed food benefits, but she 
did. She applied for and received bene-
fits, and now she no longer panics 
about where her next meal is going to 
come from. 

b 1215 

This constituent wanted us to know 
that people who use SNAP are not lazy. 
She said: ‘‘SNAP helps people at least 
not to have to worry as much about 
going to bed, school, or work hungry.’’ 

Another constituent shared that she 
and her husband rely on SNAP to eat 
healthier meals. Prior to receiving ben-
efits, they had peanut butter and jelly 
for almost every meal. Now, with mod-
est assistance, they are able to buy 
fruits and vegetables. While they still 
continue to struggle, they are able to 
enjoy more nutritious meals, and they 
have seen an improvement in their 
health. 

These are just a few stories of how 
important it is to maintain—and in-
crease—these lifesaving food benefits. 
Still, as 42 million Americans continue 
to struggle with hunger and food inse-
curity, more needs to be done. 

In preparation for the 2018 farm bill, 
the House Agriculture Committee has 
conducted a thorough review of the 
program. We have held 23 hearings and 
received testimony from dozens of ex-
pert witnesses—both liberal and con-
servative—who all agree that the pro-
gram is working. 

Based on this testimony, we have 
learned that there is no reason whatso-
ever to undermine the program 
through structural changes, block 
grants, further restrictions, more oner-
ous requirements, or cuts, as some of 
my House colleagues have proposed. 

Instead, we should be focused on 
making the program even better. We 
need to make sure that anyone who 
needs modest food assistance benefits 
has access to them. We need to support 
and expand innovative programs that 
help to increase the purchasing power 
of SNAP, and we need to increase 
SNAP benefits which currently average 
a mere $1.40 per person, per meal, in 
order to provide families on the pro-
gram with access to more nutritious 
food that will last them through the 
month. 

Mr. Speaker, SNAP works. It is our 
Nation’s first line of defense against 
hunger and one of the most important 
tools we have to help lift our neighbors 
out of poverty. 

In the spirit of Senators McGovern 
and Dole, it is time for Congress to 
renew their bipartisan commitment to 
ending hunger in this country once and 
for all. As we celebrate the 40th anni-
versary of the landmark Food Stamp 
Act of 1977, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in strengthening SNAP and 
working to end hunger now. 

f 

FIRST PRINCIPLES 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. JEFFRIES) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, on the 
question of race, we clearly have come 
a long way in America, but we still 
have a long way to go. 

There are some in this country who 
want to sugarcoat the African-Amer-
ican experience in the great United 
States of America, but the facts are 
the facts. In this country, the African- 
American community has been forced 
to endure slavery, rape, kidnapping, 
lynchings, Jim Crow, segregation, mass 
incarceration, and a police brutality 
epidemic that continues to this very 
day. It was in this context that ath-
letes like Colin Kaepernick bravely 
chose to kneel down so that others 
may have the courage to stand up. 

There are some who have criticized 
these athletes as unpatriotic, but their 
actions are uniquely American. Liberty 
and justice for all is an American 
value. Equal protection under the law 
is an American value. Freedom of 
speech and expression as embedded in 
the First Amendment is an American 
value. 

Yet there is criticism coming even 
from folks in the White House. I find 
this ironic because this is the same 
group of people at 1600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue who regularly refuse to criti-
cize Vladimir Putin and defend Rus-
sia’s interference with our election, un-
dermining American democracy for the 
first time in our Nation’s history. 

How dare you lecture us about what 
is patriotic. 

So I just came to the House floor to 
make it clear to all of the athletes 
across this great country who have 
chosen to stand up and confront injus-
tice in our society that there are Mem-
bers of the United States Congress who 
have your back. 

Steph Curry, we have your back. 
LeBron James, we have your back. 
Coach Mike Tomlin, we have your 

back. 
You stand on the shoulders of giants 

like Joe Louis, Wilma Rudolph, Jackie 
Robinson, Jim Brown, Bill Russell, Mu-
hammad Ali, and so many others who 
throughout the annals of time chose to 
confront injustice in America to make 
us a better place. 

Now you have taken the baton, and, 
thankfully, you are doing the same 
exact thing. We should be grateful. 

God bless you, and God bless the 
United States of America. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 20 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. FOXX) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Dear Lord, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

We come to You as a nation in the 
midst of significant, imminent transi-
tion, even as important disagreements 
on policy promise vigorous debate in 
the days to come. 

As people look for causes and solu-
tions, the temptation is great to seek 
ideological position. We ask that You 
might send Your spirit of peace and 
reconciliation, that instead of ascend-
ency over opponents, the Members of 
this people’s House and all elected to 
represent our Nation might work to-
gether, humbly, recognizing the best in 
each other’s hopes to bring stability 
and direction toward a strong future. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
PITTENGER) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PITTENGER led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 
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