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to ISIL used virtual currency to fund 
attacks in Indonesia. 

Virtual currencies offer high-speed 
and low-cost networks and access to 
users all over the world, which creates 
significant potential appeal to terror-
ists, particularly lone-wolf attackers 
because of the nominal cost often asso-
ciated with carrying out that type of 
attack. 

Research suggests that terrorists’ use 
of virtual currencies have so far been 
limited to a handful of instances, two 
of which I have mentioned. But with 
groups like ISIL becoming more tech-
nologically sophisticated and virtual 
currencies becoming more widely ac-
cessible, the table is set for this threat 
to grow significantly in a very short 
time. That is why it is critical that we 
act now to assess and understand this 
emerging threat. 

My bill requires DHS’ Office of Intel-
ligence and Analysis to develop and 
disseminate a threat assessment of the 
use of virtual currencies to support ter-
rorist activities. Further, to ensure 
that this information is shared 
throughout the law enforcement com-
munity, my bill requires the assess-
ment to be shared with State, local, 
and Tribal law enforcement, including 
those offices that operate within State, 
local, and regional fusion centers. 

Enacting this bill will give counter-
terrorism and law enforcement offi-
cials at all levels the information they 
need to evolve ahead of this threat and 
help keep Americans safe. I urge my 
House colleagues to support my bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, my friend 
from New York has done an excellent 
job in outlining, explaining, and articu-
lating her legislation; therefore, I have 
no other speakers. If the gentlewoman 
from New York (Miss RICE), has no 
other speakers, I reserve the balance of 
my time to close. 

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I am prepared to close. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2433 is an impor-
tant piece of legislation that received 
overwhelming bipartisan support in the 
Committee on Homeland Security. En-
actment of H.R. 2433 will ensure that 
the Department of Homeland Security 
closely monitors this evolving threat 
so that we are prepared to prevent ter-
rorists from using virtual currencies to 
finance attacks on the U.S. and around 
the world. I encourage my colleagues 
to support my legislation, H.R. 2433. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I once 
again urge my colleagues to support a 
good, well thought-out, meaningful, 
and useful bill, H.R. 2433. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PERRY) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2433. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 

rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY DATA FRAMEWORK ACT 
OF 2017 

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2454) to direct the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to establish a data 
framework to provide access for appro-
priate personnel to law enforcement 
and other information of the Depart-
ment, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2454 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of Homeland Security Data Framework Act 
of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

DATA FRAMEWORK. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-

land Security shall develop a data frame-
work to integrate existing Department of 
Homeland Security datasets and systems, as 
appropriate, for access by authorized per-
sonnel in a manner consistent with relevant 
legal authorities and privacy, civil rights, 
and civil liberties policies and protections. 
In developing such framework, the Secretary 
shall ensure, in accordance with all applica-
ble statutory and regulatory requirements, 
the following information is included: 

(1) All information acquired, held, or ob-
tained by an office or component of the De-
partment that falls within the scope of the 
information sharing environment, including 
homeland security information, terrorism 
information, weapons of mass destruction in-
formation, and national intelligence. 

(2) Any information or intelligence rel-
evant to priority mission needs and capa-
bility requirements of the homeland security 
enterprise, as determined appropriate by the 
Secretary. 

(b) DATA FRAMEWORK ACCESS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-

land Security shall ensure that the data 
framework required under this section is ac-
cessible to employees of the Department of 
Homeland Security who the Secretary deter-
mines— 

(A) have an appropriate security clearance; 
(B) are assigned to perform a function that 

requires access to information in such 
framework; and 

(C) are trained in applicable standards for 
safeguarding and using such information. 

(2) GUIDANCE.—The Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall— 

(A) issue guidance for Department of 
Homeland Security employees authorized to 
access and contribute to the data framework 
pursuant to paragraph (1); and 

(B) ensure that such guidance enforces a 
duty to share between offices and compo-
nents of the Department when accessing or 
contributing to such framework for mission 
needs. 

(3) EFFICIENCY.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall promulgate data stand-
ards and instruct components of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to make avail-
able information through the data frame-
work under this section in a machine-read-

able format, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable. 

(c) EXCLUSION OF INFORMATION.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security may exclude 
from the data framework information that 
the Secretary determines access to or the 
confirmation of the existence of could— 

(1) jeopardize the protection of sources, 
methods, or activities; 

(2) compromise a criminal or national se-
curity investigation; 

(3) be inconsistent with the other Federal 
laws or regulations; or 

(4) be duplicative or not serve an oper-
ational purpose if included in such frame-
work. 

(d) SAFEGUARDS.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall incorporate into the data 
framework systems capabilities for auditing 
and ensuring the security of information in-
cluded in such framework. Such capabilities 
shall include the following: 

(1) Mechanisms for identifying insider 
threats. 

(2) Mechanisms for identifying security 
risks. 

(3) Safeguards for privacy, civil rights, and 
civil liberties. 

(e) DEADLINE FOR IMPLEMENTATION.—Not 
later than two years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Home-
land Security shall ensure the data frame-
work required under this section has the 
ability to include appropriate information in 
existence within the Department of Home-
land Security to meet its critical mission op-
erations. 

(f) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.— 
(1) OPERATIONAL NOTIFICATION.—Not later 

than 60 days after the date on which the data 
framework required under this section is 
fully operational, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall provide notice to the appro-
priate congressional committees of such. 

(2) REGULAR STATUS.—The Secretary shall 
submit to the appropriate congressional 
committees regular updates on the status of 
the data framework required under this sec-
tion, including, when applicable, the use of 
such data framework to support classified 
operations. 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ has the meaning given the 
term ‘‘appropriate congressional committee’’ 
in section 2(2) of the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 101(2)). 

(2) NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE.—The term ‘‘na-
tional intelligence’’ has the meaning given 
such term in section 3(5) of the National Se-
curity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003(5)). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. HURD) and the gentlewoman 
from New York (Miss RICE) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

b 1300 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude any extraneous material on the 
bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Sixteen years after the 9/11 attacks 

by al-Qaida terrorists on our homeland, 
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most Americans would be dismayed 
that information-sharing stovepipes 
still exist. 

While information sharing since that 
fateful day has improved dramatically, 
we still have work to do at the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. When the 
DHS was created, 22 component agen-
cies were brought together with dif-
ferent missions, databases, and legal 
authorities. 

The DHS personnel have to deal with 
a costly, cumbersome process to search 
and vet information against a large 
number of databases, using different 
logins, passwords, and legal restric-
tions. 

The DHS data framework was de-
signed to bring together these vital 
DHS datasets, including travel and 
cargo information, investigative data, 
and critical infrastructure data, among 
others. 

The other important element of the 
framework is the replication of the 
platform on a classified network to 
allow classified analysis and vetting of 
law enforcement data against intel-
ligence information. 

Given the importance of the Data 
Framework Initiative, the need to 
weigh security versus civil liberties, as 
well as the Federal Government’s his-
tory of delays and cost overruns on IT 
projects, it is critical that this pro-
gram receive congressional oversight. 

This bill provides the first authoriza-
tion for the data framework, mandates 
privacy and security safeguards, as 
well as training for Department per-
sonnel with access to the system. 

In addition to the personnel training 
and privacy safeguards, this bill also 
requires the Secretary to ensure infor-
mation in the framework is both pro-
tected and audible. 

I was pleased that the Committee on 
Homeland Security included this bill in 
the DHS authorization bill, which 
passed the floor in July, and I urge my 
colleagues to again support this meas-
ure. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
2454, the Department of Homeland Se-
curity Data Framework Act of 2017. 

Mr. Speaker, the Department of 
Homeland Security Data Framework 
Act directs the DHS to consolidate ex-
isting intelligence databases and sys-
tems at the Department in order to es-
tablish a data framework. 

Specifically, H.R. 2454 requires the 
DHS to ensure that the data frame-
work is accessible to DHS employees 
who the Secretary determines have an 
appropriate security clearance, have 
responsibilities that require access to 
framework information, and are 
trained in applicable standards for 
safeguarding and using such informa-
tion. 

By strengthening the DHS data 
framework, authorized personnel from 

each of the components and offices at 
the Department will have easier access 
to the data that they need in a timely 
manner. 

Additionally, the DHS Security Data 
Framework Act of 2017 allows the DHS 
Secretary to incorporate into the data 
framework systems capabilities for au-
diting and ensuring the security of in-
formation within the framework. Such 
capabilities include mechanisms for 
identifying insider threats and security 
risks, and safeguards for privacy, civil 
rights, and civil liberties. 

The anniversary of 9/11 is a time for 
reflection and remembrance, and also a 
time to enhance our defenses. We can-
not allow weak data infrastructure to 
leave the homeland vulnerable to at-
tacks, and I thank my good friend and 
colleague from Texas, Mr. HURD, for in-
troducing this commonsense legisla-
tion, and I urge my House colleagues to 
support this bipartisan legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, this is an im-
portant bill that has strong support on 
both sides of the aisle. It maintains ef-
fective security measures while con-
solidating systems, creating a more 
feasible way for the men and women at 
the DHS to access the data that they 
need to fulfill their critical mission. 

I thank Mr. HURD for his diligence on 
this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support H.R. 2454, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
colleague from New York (Miss RICE), 
for her work on these initiatives. And I 
thank Chairman MCCAUL and the rank-
ing member for the bipartisan way in 
which we focus on these important 
issues of homeland security. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I want to urge 
my colleagues to support H.R. 2454, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 2454—Department of Home-
land Security Data Framework Act of 2017, 
which is the first authorization bill for the De-
partment of Homeland Security since its cre-
ation. 

I thank Chairman MCCAUL and Ranking 
Member THOMPSON for working diligently to 
bring this suspension bill before the House of 
Representatives. 

H.R. 2454 directs the Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) to: 

develop a data framework to integrate exist-
ing DHS datasets and systems for access by 
authorized personnel in a manner consistent 
with relevant legal authorities and privacy, civil 
rights, and civil liberties policies and protec-
tions; 

ensure that all information of a DHS office 
or component that falls within the scope of the 
information sharing environment, and any in-
formation or intelligence relevant to priority 
mission needs and capability requirements of 
the homeland security enterprise, is included; 
and 

ensure that the framework is accessible to 
DHS employees who have an appropriate se-
curity clearance, who are assigned to perform 
a function that requires access, and who are 
trained in applicable standards for safe-
guarding and using such information. 

The bill excludes information that could: 
jeopardize the protection of sources, meth-

ods, or activities; 
compromise a criminal or national security 

investigation; 
be inconsistent with the other federal laws 

or regulations; or 
be duplicative or not serve an operational 

purpose. 
DHS shall incorporate into such framework 

systems capabilities for auditing and ensuring 
the security of information. 

Few can image how complex the federal 
government response to a Hurricane can be. 

For example the need for information shar-
ing is crucial to effect disaster response prior 
to, during and after Hurricanes Harvey and 
Irma. 

U.S. cooperation with the European Com-
mission, facilitated by the Department of State, 
allowed for rapid activation of the Copernicus 
Emergency Management Service (EMS) over 
the Texas and Louisiana coasts affected by 
Category-4 Hurricane Harvey, the largest re-
corded rainstorms ever to hit the contiguous 
United States. 

This service has provided local, state, and 
federal disaster managers with free, real-time, 
all-weather radar satellite images of the af-
fected areas; we are grateful to our European 
partners, including the European Space Agen-
cy and the European Organization for the Ex-
ploitation of Meteorological Satellites, for their 
assistance during this challenging time. 

Since August 25, Europe’s Copernicus 
EMS, at no cost to the United States, has 
generated up-to-date, satellite-based maps of 
the flood extent. 

In combination with U.S. satellite data, these 
maps are critical tools for relief operations by 
U.S. federal, state, and local disaster respond-
ers. 

First responders were in critical need of ac-
curate information on persons who were 
trapped by Hurricane Harvey flood waters. 

The statistics are staggering. 
21 trillion gallons of rainfall fell in Texas and 

Louisiana in the first five days of the storm. 
The estimated maximum sustained winds 

exceeded 130 miles per hour as the hurricane 
made landfall near Rockport, Texas on August 
25. 

A record 4,323 days, which is nearly 12 
years, elapsed since a major hurricane (Cat-
egory 3 or above) made landfall in the United 
States prior to Hurricane Harvey; the last Cat-
egory 3 hurricane to hit the United States was 
Hurricane Wilma in 2005, the same year Hurri-
cane Katrina destroyed much of New Orleans. 

The city of Cedar Bayou received 51.88 
inches of rainfall, breaking the record for rain-
fall from a single storm in the continental 
United States; my city of Houston received 
more than 50 inches of rainfall. 

More than 13,000 people have been res-
cued in the Houston area and more than 
30,000 persons are expected to be forced out 
of their homes due to the storm. 

More than 8,800 federal personnel were 
staff deployed to help respond to Hurricane 
Harvey, supplying approximately 2.9 million 
meals, 2.8 million liters of water, 37,000 tarps, 
and 130 generators. 

In the first three days of the storm, more 
than 49,000 homes had suffered flood dam-
age and more than 1,000 homes were com-
pletely destroyed in the storm. 

And today, two weeks later, thousands of 
Texans are still without permanent and stable 
housing situations. 
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That is why the additional $7.4 billion in 

CDBG funding provided in the legislation is 
desperately needed. 

Mr. Speaker, valiant emergency responders 
in my state worked to exhaustion, with an in-
valuable assist from citizen volunteers, to res-
cue their neighbors and save lives. 

That is who Texans are and this is what we 
do. 

We do not yet know the full cost in human 
lives exacted by Hurricane Harvey. 

But what we do know is that the costs of re-
covery and reconstruction will far exceed any 
natural disaster in memory; best estimates 
place the cost in the range of $150–$200 bil-
lion. 

Mr. Speaker, there is much more work to be 
done in my city of Houston, and across the 
areas affected by the terrible, awesome storm 
that will be forever known simply as Hurricane 
Harvey. 

This same resource was put into use for 
Hurricane Irma to support response to that 
major storm. 

This sharing of important satellite data is 
provided by the United States-European Com-
mission Cooperation Arrangement on Earth 
Observation Data Related to the Copernicus 
Program. 

The Department of State’s Bureau of 
Oceans and International Environmental and 
Scientific Affairs negotiated the data sharing 
agreement, which has been in effect since Oc-
tober 2015. 

The arrangement reflects a shared U.S.- 
E.U. vision to pursue full, free, and open data 
policies for government Earth observation sat-
ellites, fostering greater scientific discovery 
and encouraging innovation in applications 
and value-added services for the benefit of so-
ciety at large. 

I offer the thanks and appreciation for our 
nation—its people—especially the residents 
along the Gulf Coast including the residents of 
the 18th Congressional District in Houston and 
the surrounding communities for the support 
from our Allies in our nation’s time of need. 

The Suspension before the House will facili-
tate data sharing among law enforcement 
agencies in support the mission of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to develop and 
maintain a unity of effort approach to security 
our nation from terrorist threats. 

I ask my colleagues to support H.R. 2454. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

ROGERS of Kentucky). The question is 
on the motion offered by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HURD) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 2454, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

FEDERAL INFORMATION RE-
SOURCE TO STRENGTHEN TIES 
WITH STATE AND LOCAL LAW 
ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 2017 

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2442) to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to require an annual 
report on the Office for State and Local 
Law Enforcement, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2442 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Federal In-
formation Resource to Strengthen Ties with 
State and Local Law Enforcement Act of 
2017’’ or the ‘‘FIRST State and Local Law 
Enforcement Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ANNUAL REPORT ON OFFICE FOR STATE 

AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT. 
Section 2006(b) of the Homeland Security 

Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 607(b)) is amended— 
(1) by redesignating paragraph (5) as para-

graph (6); and 
(2) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-

lowing new paragraph (5): 
‘‘(5) ANNUAL REPORT.—For each of fiscal 

years 2018 through 2022, the Assistant Sec-
retary for State and Local Law Enforcement 
shall submit to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and the Committee on the Judici-
ary of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs and the Committee on the 
Judiciary of the Senate a report on the ac-
tivities of the Office for State and Local Law 
Enforcement. Each such report shall include, 
for the fiscal year covered by the report, a 
description of each of the following: 

‘‘(A) Efforts to coordinate and share infor-
mation regarding Department and compo-
nent agency programs with State, local, and 
tribal law enforcement agencies. 

‘‘(B) Efforts to improve information shar-
ing through the Homeland Security Informa-
tion Network by appropriate component 
agencies of the Department and by State, 
local, and tribal law enforcement agencies. 

‘‘(C) The status of performance metrics 
within the Office of State and Local Law En-
forcement to evaluate the effectiveness of ef-
forts to carry out responsibilities set forth 
within the subsection. 

‘‘(D) Any feedback from State, local, and 
tribal law enforcement agencies about the 
Office, including the mechanisms utilized to 
collect such feedback. 

‘‘(E) Efforts to carry out all other respon-
sibilities of the Office of State and Local 
Law Enforcement.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. HURD) and the gentlewoman 
from New York (Miss RICE) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude any extraneous material on the 
bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

2442, the Office for State and Local Law 
Enforcement Information Sharing Re-
view Act, introduced by the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE). 

The Office for State and Local Law 
Enforcement is authorized in section 
2006(b) of the Homeland Security Act 
and is located within the DHS Office of 

Partnership and Engagement. The of-
fice largely serves as a source of infor-
mation on DHS resources available to 
State and local law enforcement part-
ners, as well as a point of contact for 
questions regarding DHS policies and 
programs. 

This bill requires a report on the ac-
tivities of Office of State and Local 
Law Enforcement within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. The report 
must include how the office is working 
to improve information sharing be-
tween DHS and law enforcement agen-
cies, an overview of the performance 
metrics used by the office to measure 
success, feedback from State and local 
stakeholders, and an overview of ongo-
ing activities. 

This reporting requirement will en-
sure the office is continually identi-
fying areas for improvement in the De-
partment’s information-sharing efforts 
with State and locals, and coordinating 
with relevant DHS component agencies 
to close these gaps. 

I applaud the gentlewoman from 
Texas for including a sunset on the re-
porting requirement after 5 years. 
While the information gathered 
through this report will be valuable for 
congressional oversight, it is impor-
tant that we do not continue to require 
never-ending reporting requirements 
from the Department. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this measure, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, DC, September 5, 2017. 

Hon. MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAUL, I write with re-
spect to H.R. 2442, the ‘‘Federal Information 
Resource to Strengthen Ties with State and 
Local Law Enforcement Act.’’ As a result of 
your having consulted with us on provisions 
within H.R. 2442 that fall within the Rule X 
jurisdiction of the Committee on the Judici-
ary, I forego any further consideration of 
this bill so that it may proceed expeditiously 
to the House floor for consideration. 

The Judiciary Committee takes this action 
with our mutual understanding that by fore-
going consideration of H.R. 2442 at this time, 
we do not waive any jurisdiction over subject 
matter contained in this or similar legisla-
tion and that our committee will be appro-
priately consulted and involved as this bill 
or similar legislation moves forward so that 
we may address any remaining issues in our 
jurisdiction. Our committee also reserves 
the right to seek appointment of an appro-
priate number of conferees to any House- 
Senate conference involving this or similar 
legislation and asks that you support any 
such request. 

I would appreciate a response to this letter 
confirming this understanding with respect 
to H.R. 2442 and would ask that a copy of our 
exchange of letters on this matter be in-
cluded in the Congressional Record during 
floor consideration of this bill. 

Sincerely, 
BOB GOODLATTE, 

Chairman. 
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