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RECOGNITION OF THE ASIAN 

PACIFIC DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

(Mr. COFFMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
honor today to recognize the Asian Pa-
cific Development Center, a commu-
nity-based nonprofit organization, 
which has been serving the Asian 
American and Pacific Islander commu-
nities in the State of Colorado for over 
35 years. Their commitment to service 
is truly an inspiration for all Colo-
radans. 

The Asian Pacific Development Cen-
ter guides itself by its founding mis-
sion, which is to advance the well- 
being of Asian American and Pacific Is-
lander communities of Colorado by 
providing culturally appropriate and 
integrated behavioral, medical, and re-
lated services. By adhering to such a 
noble purpose, the Asian Pacific Devel-
opment Center is able to provide cru-
cial services in native languages with a 
cultural understanding. 

Originally founded in 1980 by Dr. 
Rudy Lie, and currently headed by Ms. 
Chris Wanifuchi, I am proud of just 
how important the Asian Pacific Devel-
opment Center is to our community. I 
look forward to working with them in 
the many more years of service to 
come. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S EXECUTIVE 
ORDER SHOULD BE OVERTURNED 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
one of the reasons people across the 
country are outraged by the executive 
order issued by the administration this 
weekend is the impact it has on people 
who worked for the United States, put-
ting their lives at risk. I spent 10 years 
on a bipartisan effort for the Special 
Immigrant Visa program, and with a 
stroke of the pen, these people have 
been denied. 

On page A10 of The Washington Post, 
there is detailed the Sharef family 
where the husband had worked as an 
interpreter for United States soldiers. 
His life is at risk in Iraq. He worked 2 
years to be able to get the visa. He sold 
his business, sold his home. His family 
was on a plane ready to come, and they 
were turned back to Iraq, turned back 
to danger. And we are turning our back 
on people who risk their lives to help 
Americans. 

It is outrageous, it is immoral, and it 
is going to hurt America in the future. 
Who is going to help us overseas in the 
future if we are not dependable allies? 

This outrageous order should be over-
turned and everyone, Republican and 
Democrat alike, should raise their 
voice in outrage. 

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S 
IMMIGRATION BAN 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, Donald 
Trump has stained the American Presi-
dency with his unAmerican values. 

His Muslim ban has caused the suf-
fering of countless families seeking the 
American promise of a better life, and 
it has put the safety of the American 
people at risk by providing fodder for 
extremist groups who wish to do us 
harm. 

I condemn this ban and the unfit 
President behind it. I ask my Repub-
lican colleagues who have stood by and 
said nothing: How can you remain si-
lent? 

The American people are sending a 
clear message that they will not re-
main silent. I have received a large vol-
ume of calls from constituents in oppo-
sition to the Muslim ban. It is unfortu-
nate that these calls are necessary, but 
I am glad the American people are pay-
ing attention and are committed to 
holding this administration account-
able. 

I want to add that hundreds of Syrian 
refugees have settled in New Jersey. 
Many have settled in Jersey City, 
which is part of my district, and I am 
proud to be their Member of Congress. 
These refugees have escaped chaos at 
home and went through a rigorous 
screening process before entering the 
United States. They are respectful of 
America’s values. The same cannot be 
said of this President. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida). Members 
are reminded to refrain from engaging 
in personalities toward the President. 

f 

b 1915 

ALTERNATIVE FACTS 
(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, this is a 
time I never thought I would experi-
ence. I am a proud Member of the 
United States Congress, and I proudly 
took my oath to support the Constitu-
tion. In the last 10 days, we have seen 
alternative facts stated as something 
that has become part of America— 
right out of ‘‘1984.’’ 

This executive order, the administra-
tion says, is not directed to Muslims; 
yet it has a waiver for Christians and 
other minorities, which means it is di-
rected at Muslims. It is unbelievable 
that they can put something on paper 
and then tell you not to believe what is 
on paper. This is a violation of the 
First Amendment; it is a violation of 
everything America is known for in its 
not discriminating on the basis of reli-
gion; and it is a shame that we have 
come to alternative facts, alternative 
Constitutions, and alternative 
mindsets. 

God bless the United States, and God 
save the United States. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable ELIJAH E. 
CUMMINGS, Member of Congress: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 30, 2017. 

Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 
formally pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives that we have 
been served with a subpoena for documents, 
issued by the District Court for the District 
of Maryland in Benisek v Lamone. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, we have determined that com-
pliance with the subpoena will be consistent 
with the privileges and rights of the House. 

Sincerely, 
ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE STENY H. HOYER, MEM-
BER OF CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable STENY H. 
HOYER, Member of Congress: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 30, 2017. 

Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 
formally pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives that I have 
been served with a witness subpoena for doc-
uments, issued by the District Court for the 
District of Maryland in Benisek v Lamone. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena will be consistent 
with the privileges and rights of the House. 

Sincerely, 
STENY H. HOYER. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE C.A. DUTCH RUPPERS-
BERGER, MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable C.A. 
DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER, Member of 
Congress: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 30, 2017. 

Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 
formally pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives that we have 
been served with a subpoena for documents, 
issued by the District Court for the District 
of Maryland in Benisek v Lamone. 
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After consultation with the Office of Gen-

eral Counsel, we have determined that com-
pliance with the subpoena will be consistent 
with the privileges and rights of the House. 

Sincerely, 
C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE JOHN P. SARBANES, 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable JOHN P. 
SARBANES, Member of Congress: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 30, 2017. 

Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 
formally pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives that we have 
been served with a subpoena for documents, 
issued by the District Court for the District 
of Maryland in Benisek v Lamone. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, we have determined that com-
pliance with the subpoena will be consistent 
with the privileges and rights of the House. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN P. SARBANES, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS: 
VOTER SUPPRESSION AND MUS-
LIM BAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. VEASEY) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on the subject of 
this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, this was 

a sad week for our country. We saw 
anger, despair, and chaos at American 
airports when people from all different 
types of backgrounds from the Middle 
East were banned from coming into the 
United States. We had individuals who 
were green card holders who were de-
nied entry into the United States. We 
had individuals who were interpreters 
for our United States military, who 
kept them safe in the Middle East, who 
were denied the right to come into the 
country. It was a sad day in our coun-
try’s history. 

This past weekend, I took my son to 
an exhibit at one of the synagogues in 
Fort Worth, Texas, where I live. It was 
an exhibit on Jews in baseball. There 
was a picture of Hank Greenberg and 
Joe DiMaggio. Joe DiMaggio, an Amer-
ican lexicon, is about as American as 
you get; but, in looking at the exhibit 

and at the caption that was next to it, 
it read, while Joe DiMaggio was fight-
ing for our country in World War II, 
the United States Government listed 
his parents as ‘‘enemy aliens.’’ In revis-
iting that sort of sad chapter in our 
history, when individuals were treated 
that way in our country, I think it is 
very sad, Mr. Speaker. 

We have a lot of Members who would 
like to express their discontent at what 
happened. I yield to our chair, Mr. 
CEDRIC RICHMOND, from the State of 
Louisiana, to come and address us be-
cause what we have to talk about to-
night is very serious. 

Mr. RICHMOND. I thank Congress-
man VEASEY for the work that he does 
in representing Fort Worth, Texas. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege and an 
honor to be the chairman of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus in that we rep-
resent almost 80 million Americans, 17 
million of whom are African American; 
but the real reason is that it is a tal-
ented group of 49 people, and we are 
going to need each and every one of 
them to keep track of this rapid, schiz-
ophrenic style of governing that we are 
dealing with. I will just talk about the 
two most egregious things from this 
past week, which are the allegations of 
voter fraud and his nomination of a 
person to run the Civil Rights Division 
of the Department of Justice and his 
unconstitutional ban on Muslims. 

Since 2010, 20 States have restricted 
voting rights by enacting discrimina-
tory voter ID and proof of citizenship 
laws, illegally purging thousands of 
proper voters from the rolls, cutting 
back early voting, limiting voter reg-
istration, and engaging in other sup-
pressive tactics. These laws were put in 
place to combat the notion of voter 
fraud despite the fact that there is no 
evidence of widespread voter fraud in 
the United States. 

More than a dozen recent investiga-
tions and studies all show voter fraud 
to be virtually nonexistent. A 2014 
Washington Post investigation found 31 
incidents of voter fraud in the more 
than 1 billion ballots that were cast in 
elections at all levels of government 
from 2000 to 2014. Of the more than 137 
million ballots cast in the 2016 elec-
tion, election and law enforcement offi-
cials in all 50 States have yet to report 
any indications of widespread voter 
fraud. 

But, if there is no evidence of wide-
spread voter fraud, what reason could 
anyone have, including the President, 
for this claim? The truth is that Re-
publicans have used the voter fraud lie 
to restrict voting rights for years. 
Voter ID laws have been sponsored by 
Republicans and have been passed over-
whelmingly by Republican legislatures. 

Richard Posner, a conservative U.S. 
circuit court judge appointed by Presi-
dent Reagan, has called the concerns 
about voter fraud a mere fig leaf that 
is intended to justify laws that appear 
to be aimed at limiting voting by mi-
norities, especially Blacks. In July 
2016, a U.S. circuit court struck down 

North Carolina’s law, calling it the 
most restrictive voting law North 
Carolina has seen since the era of Jim 
Crow. The judges charged that Repub-
lican lawmakers had targeted African 
Americans with almost surgical preci-
sion. 

Let me just turn very briefly to the 
President’s ill-advised, unconstitu-
tional executive order that purportedly 
promotes national security. Keeping 
America safe is a top priority for all of 
us, but this order is wrong. It is wrong 
because it makes us less safe, and it is 
wrong because it goes against our 
American values. This is the latest in 
President Trump’s series of actions 
that shows that his number one pri-
ority is short-term shows of intoler-
ance instead of the long-term security 
of the American people. 

Actions by the Oval Office directly 
affect people’s lives. When the Presi-
dent is making policy up on the fly, it 
has real harmful consequences in the 
lives of everyday Americans. The fact 
that the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity—a committee in Congress on 
which I serve—was not included in dis-
cussions about implementing the exec-
utive order, even though this Depart-
ment is in charge of its implementa-
tion, is clear evidence of a broken sys-
tem. Shutting out the mothers, chil-
dren, fathers, and families who are flee-
ing the same violence that we fight 
against is exactly what ISIS and simi-
lar groups want us to do, and it only 
strengthens their hands. This hap-
hazard order does nothing to keep 
Americans safe. In fact, it hurts our ef-
forts to fight against terrorism. 

Let me just say, Mr. Speaker, to my 
colleague from Texas that the Presi-
dent of the United States, when ad-
dressing Liberty University, cited ‘‘2 
Corinthians,’’ while most church-going 
people in the country would say ‘‘Sec-
ond Corinthians.’’ He cited 2 Corin-
thians 2:17, which reads, wherever the 
Lord is, there is liberty and freedom, 
but there can’t be liberty and freedom 
without meaningful access to the vot-
ing polls. He didn’t need to get to chap-
ter 3. He really could have just stopped 
at the first few paragraphs of the Sec-
ond Corinthians, which read: ‘‘Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ . . . who comforts us in 
our tribulation, that we may be able to 
comfort those who are in any trouble.’’ 

The question becomes: Why go to 
Liberty University and offer your 
Christian values? 

It always talks about the least of 
these in the Bible and what we are 
doing to help others and to do unto 
others as you would have them do unto 
you so that, as soon as mothers and 
children and families are fleeing perse-
cution and certain death, we put a wall 
up around our country, shut down our 
airports, and say: We don’t care what 
trouble you are in. You just can’t come 
here. 

That goes against everything that 
this country was founded on. It goes 
against my Christian values, and it 
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