
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH716 January 30, 2017 
I want to take this time to thank 

Chairman BISHOP and Ranking Member 
GRIJALVA as well as all members of the 
House Committee on Natural Re-
sources for their work to bring this leg-
islation to the floor today. 

I want to close by noting that this 
legislation is a true example of what 
can be achieved when a local commu-
nity, State leaders, and the Federal 
Government collaborate toward a wor-
thy goal. 

The Ocmulgee Mounds National His-
torical Park Boundary Revision Act 
was created from the ground up with 
many letters of support from the 
Macon-Bibb area and well over 3,000 
comments from individuals and com-
munity groups in support of the expan-
sion. Without this collaboration at 
every level, none of this would be pos-
sible. 

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor 
of H.R. 538, the Ocmulgee Mounds Na-
tional Historical Park Boundary Revi-
sion Act of 2017. 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers. I urge all of my col-
leagues for the adoption of H.R. 538. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

urge adoption of the bill. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 538, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

KENNESAW MOUNTAIN NATIONAL 
BATTLEFIELD PARK BOUNDARY 
ADJUSTMENT ACT 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 558) to adjust the boundary of 
the Kennesaw Mountain National Bat-
tlefield Park to include the Wallis 
House and Harriston Hill, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 558 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Kennesaw 
Mountain National Battlefield Park Bound-
ary Adjustment Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-

field Park was authorized as a unit of the 
National Park System on June 26, 1935. Prior 
to 1935, parts of the park had been acquired 

and protected by Civil War veterans and the 
War Department. 

(2) Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-
field Park protects Kennesaw Mountain and 
Kolb’s Farm, which are battle sites along the 
route of General Sherman’s 1864 campaign to 
take Atlanta. 

(3) Most of the park protects Confederate 
positions and strategy. The Wallis House is 
one of the few original structures remaining 
from the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain asso-
ciated with Union positions and strategy. 

(4) The Wallis House is strategically lo-
cated next to a Union signal station at 
Harriston Hill. 
SEC. 3. BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT; LAND ACQUISI-

TION; ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT.—The boundary 

of the Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-
field Park is modified to include the approxi-
mately 8 acres identified as ‘‘Wallis House 
and Harriston Hill’’, and generally depicted 
on the map titled ‘‘Kennesaw Mountain Na-
tional Battlefield Park, Proposed Boundary 
Adjustment’’, numbered 325/80,020, and dated 
February 2010. 

(b) MAP.—The map referred to in sub-
section (a) shall be on file and available for 
inspection in the appropriate offices of the 
National Park Service. 

(c) LAND ACQUISITION.—The Secretary of 
the Interior is authorized to acquire, from 
willing owners only, land or interests in land 
described in subsection (a) by donation or ex-
change. 

(d) ADMINISTRATION OF ACQUIRED LANDS.— 
The Secretary of the Interior shall admin-
ister land and interests in land acquired 
under this section as part of the Kennesaw 
Mountain National Battlefield Park in ac-
cordance with applicable laws and regula-
tions. 

(e) WRITTEN CONSENT OF OWNER.—No non- 
Federal property may be included in the 
Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield 
Park without the written consent of the 
owner. This provision shall apply only to 
those portions of the Park added under sub-
section (a). 

(f) NO USE OF CONDEMNATION.—The Sec-
retary of the Interior may not acquire by 
condemnation any land or interests in land 
under this Act or for the purposes of this 
Act. 

(g) NO BUFFER ZONE CREATED.—Nothing in 
this Act, the establishment of the Kennesaw 
Mountain National Battlefield Park, or the 
management plan for the Kennesaw Moun-
tain National Battlefield Park shall be con-
strued to create buffer zones outside of the 
Park. That activities or uses can be seen, 
heard, or detected from areas within the 
Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield 
Park shall not preclude, limit, control, regu-
late or determine the conduct or manage-
ment of activities or uses outside the Park. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) and the 
gentleman from the Northern Mariana 
Islands (Mr. SABLAN) each will control 
20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 558, introduced by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
LOUDERMILK), expands the boundary of 
the Kennesaw National Battlefield 
Park by authorizing the Secretary of 
the Interior to acquire approximately 8 
acres of land by donation or exchange 
only. The expanded area includes the 
historic Wallis House and Harriston 
Hill. 

The Wallis House is one of the few re-
maining structures associated with the 
Kennesaw Mountain Civil War battle, 
while Harriston Hill was strategically 
significant as the Union signal station. 

The Battle of Kennesaw Mountain in 
June of 1864 was critical to the Union 
campaign to split the Confederacy, and 
although it was a tactical victory for 
the Confederates, it opened the way for 
the Union’s strategic victory of taking 
Atlanta. The sacrifices of more than 
3,000 Union troops on Kennesaw Moun-
tain made possible Sherman’s famous 
telegram to Lincoln 3 months later 
that ‘‘Atlanta is ours and fairly won.’’ 

These battlefields remind succeeding 
generations of Americans of the price 
paid by so many for the preservation of 
our Constitution and the liberty it pro-
tects and the enormous responsibility 
that each of us has to maintain and de-
fend that same Constitution today. 
Nearly identical legislation passed the 
House by voice vote in the 114th Con-
gress. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of the 
bill. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
This bill adjusts the boundary of the 

Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-
field Park in Georgia to include two 
historically significant structures, the 
Wallis House and Kolb’s Farm, and to 
assist in the preservation of the story 
of the Atlanta campaign. Additionally, 
the bill authorizes the National Park 
Service to acquire by donation approxi-
mately 8 acres that will be added to the 
Kennesaw National Battlefield Park. 

The Civil War was a significant event 
in the history of this country and re-
mains relevant as we grapple with the 
civil rights discussions today. The 
preservation of these sites reinforces 
Congress’ dedication to equality and 
enables the National Park Service to 
interpret and tell our national story. 

I thank the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. LOUDERMILK) for continuing to 
support the preservation of the history 
of this great country. 

This bill passed the House last Con-
gress by voice vote, and I encourage its 
swift adoption today. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1715 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield such time as he may consume to 
the sponsor of this bill, the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. LOUDERMILK). 

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 558, a bill that 
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will add valuable historic property to 
the Kennesaw Mountain National Bat-
tlefield Park, located right in the heart 
of Georgia’s 11th Congressional Dis-
trict. 

Our Nation has long recognized the 
importance of restoring historic sites, 
especially those battlefields where 
Americans fought and died for freedom. 
Places such as Kennesaw Mountain Na-
tional Battlefield Park, where signifi-
cant battles of America’s Civil War 
took place, allow us to look back in 
time to get a glimpse of the events 
that shaped our Nation. It is extremely 
important that we understand our his-
tory; otherwise, we will be destined to 
repeat the mistakes of our past. 

This bill, which passed the House 
unanimously last Congress, welcomes 
our next generation to engage in the 
eye-opening stories of our past. A re-
cent study of American history edu-
cation revealed that only 23 percent of 
college seniors could identify James 
Madison as the father of our Constitu-
tion; however, 98 percent of college 
graduates knew that Snoop Dogg was a 
rapper. 

Mr. Speaker, it is now more impor-
tant than ever to ensure that the gen-
erations following us have access to 
these historic sites and the educational 
opportunities they provide or we risk 
losing touch with our history. My bill 
simply allows Kennesaw Mountain Na-
tional Battlefield Park to acquire two 
pieces of property, through donation, 
that will add to the historic and edu-
cational value of this historic battle-
field. 

One of the properties this bill will 
preserve is a home that was built in 
1853 by Mr. Josiah Wallis. Mr. Wallis 
built this home for his family, but it 
was eventually used as a hospital by 
the Confederate Army during the Civil 
War. In 1864, the Wallis House fell into 
the hands of General William Sherman 
of the Union Army during his cam-
paign to take Atlanta. 

The house served as Sherman’s head-
quarters during the Battle of Kolb’s 
Farm, which was a resounding victory 
for the Union Army, but the victory 
was not without cost. When the smoke 
cleared, over 350 Union soldiers and 
over 1,000 Confederate soldiers lay 
dead. 

Five days later, Union General Oliver 
Howard used the Wallis House as his 
headquarters and communications cen-
ter during the Battle of Kennesaw 
Mountain, one of the bloodiest 1-day 
battles of the entire war. This was also 
the last major battle before Atlanta 
fell to Union forces. 

While the assault by General Sher-
man was a tactical failure costing the 
lives of over 3,000 of his men, the battle 
also inflicted heavy losses on the Con-
federates. Having lost another 1,000 
men, the Confederate Army could not 
stop General Sherman on his march to 
Atlanta. 

Adjacent to the Wallis House is 8 
acres of land known as Harriston Hill. 
This property offers a sweeping view of 

the valley leading to the Confederate 
line on top of Kennesaw Mountain and 
was used by the Union as signaling po-
sitions during the battle. This location 
is essential for park visitors to under-
stand the strategic positions taken by 
the Union and Confederate flag Armies 
during the battle. 

In addition to being critical sites in 
Civil War history, the Wallis House and 
Harriston Hill are two of the few origi-
nal locations remaining from the Bat-
tle of Kennesaw Mountain associated 
with the Union Army. Most of the 
park’s current attractions correspond 
with Confederate history, and these ad-
ditions will prove to be major histor-
ical acquisitions that will enhance the 
value of the park and provide insight 
into the Union’s side of the story. 

In 2002, the Cobb County Government 
purchased the Wallis House and 
Harriston Hill to prevent the house 
from being demolished. Since then, the 
county has been seeking to transfer the 
property to the park. My bill simply 
modifies the boundary of Kennesaw 
Mountain National Battlefield Park to 
include the house and the hill and au-
thorizes the park to acquire the prop-
erty by donation. 

Along with the Cobb County Govern-
ment, this land transfer is supported 
by the National Park Service, Ken-
nesaw Mountain National Battlefield 
Park, and several park volunteer orga-
nizations and historical societies in my 
district. 

This legislation is an essential step 
toward preserving our Nation’s herit-
age and a valuable part of Civil War 
history. The Wallis House and 
Harriston Hill will provide tremendous 
educational and historical value to 
Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-
field Park, and it is my hope that the 
park will quickly acquire this property 
and restore it to its original condition 
for visitors to enjoy for generations to 
come. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers, and I urge the adop-
tion of the bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

urge the adoption of the bill. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 558. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REQUEST TO CALL UP H.R. 724, 
STATUE OF LIBERTY VALUES 
ACT OF 2017 
Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent to bring up and 
consider H.R. 724, the Statue of Liberty 
Values Act of 2017. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
guidelines consistently issued by suc-
cessive Speakers, as recorded in sec-
tion 956 of the House Rules and Man-
ual, the Chair is constrained not to en-
tertain the request unless it has been 
cleared by the bipartisan floor and 
committee leaderships. 

f 

DELAWARE WATER GAP NATIONAL 
RECREATION AREA IMPROVE-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 560) to amend the Delaware 
Water Gap National Recreation Area 
Improvement Act to provide access to 
certain vehicles serving residents of 
municipalities adjacent to the Dela-
ware Water Gap National Recreation 
Area, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 560 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. VEHICULAR ACCESS AND FEES. 

Section 4 of the Delaware Water Gap Na-
tional Recreation Area Improvement Act 
(Public Law 109–156) is amended to read as 
follows: 
‘‘SEC. 4. USE OF CERTAIN ROADS WITHIN THE 

RECREATION AREA. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this section, Highway 209, a feder-
ally owned road within the boundaries of the 
Recreation Area, shall be closed to all com-
mercial vehicles. 

‘‘(b) EXCEPTION FOR LOCAL BUSINESS USE.— 
Until September 30, 2021, subsection (a) shall 
not apply with respect to the use of commer-
cial vehicles that have four or fewer axles 
and are— 

‘‘(1) owned and operated by a business 
physically located in— 

‘‘(A) the Recreation Area; or 
‘‘(B) one or more adjacent municipalities; 

or 
‘‘(2) necessary to provide services to busi-

nesses or persons located in— 
‘‘(A) the Recreation Area; or 
‘‘(B) one of more adjacent municipalities. 
‘‘(c) FEE.—The Secretary shall establish a 

fee and permit program for the use by com-
mercial vehicles of Highway 209 under sub-
section (b). The program shall include an an-
nual fee not to exceed $200 per vehicle. All 
fees received under the program shall be set 
aside in a special account and be available, 
without further appropriation, to the Sec-
retary for the administration and enforce-
ment of the program, including registering 
vehicles, issuing permits and vehicle identi-
fication stickers, and personnel costs. 

‘‘(d) EXCEPTIONS.—The following vehicles 
may use Highway 209 and shall not be subject 
to a fee or permit requirement under sub-
section (c): 

‘‘(1) Local school buses. 
‘‘(2) Fire, ambulance, and other safety and 

emergency vehicles. 
‘‘(3) Commercial vehicles using Federal 

Road Route 209, from— 
‘‘(A) Milford to the Delaware River Bridge 

leading to U.S. Route 206 in New Jersey; and 
‘‘(B) mile 0 of Federal Road Route 209 to 

Pennsylvania State Route 2001.’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

Section 2 of the Delaware Water Gap Na-
tional Recreation Area Improvement Act 
(Public Law 109–156) is amended— 
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