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taken by the Secretary to deal with the evidence 
and how long on average it took to take those 
actions. 

(U) The number of errors committed by the 
Secretary in carrying out the Secretary’s duty to 
assist under section 5103A of title 38, United 
States Code, that were identified by higher-level 
review and by the Board, disaggregated by type 
of error, such as errors relating to private 
records and inadequate examinations, and a 
comparison with errors committed by the Sec-
retary in carrying out such duty with respect to 
appeals of decisions on legacy claims. 

(V) An assessment of the productivity of em-
ployees at the regional offices and at the Board, 
disaggregated by level of experience of the em-
ployees. 

(W) The percentage of cases that are decided 
within the goals established by the Secretary for 
deciding cases, disaggregated by cases that in-
volve a supplemental claim, cases that involve 
higher-level review, and by docket maintained 
under section 7107(a) of such title, as amended 
by section 2(t), or in the case that the Secretary 
has not established goals for deciding cases, the 
percentage of cases which are decided within 
one year, two years, three years, and more than 
three years, disaggregated by docket. 

(X) Of the cases that involve higher-level re-
view, the percentage of decisions that are over-
turned in whole or in part by the higher-level 
adjudicator, that are upheld by the higher-level 
adjudicator, and that are returned for correc-
tion of an error. 

(Y) The frequency by which the Secretary re-
adjudicates a claim pursuant to section 5108 of 
such title, as amended by section 2(i), and the 
frequency by which readjudication pursuant to 
section 5108 of such title, as so amended, results 
in an award of benefits. 

(Z) In any case in which the Board decides to 
screen cases for a purpose described in section 
7107(d) of such title, as amended by section 
2(t)(1)— 

(i) a description of the way in which the cases 
are screened and the purposes for which they 
are screened; 

(ii) a description of the effect such screening 
has had on— 

(I) the timeliness of the issuance of decisions 
of the Board; and 

(II) the inventory of cases before the Board; 
and 

(iii) the type and frequency of development er-
rors detected through such screening. 

(2) With respect to the processing by the Sec-
retary of appeals of decisions on legacy claims, 
the following: 

(A) The average duration of each segment of 
the appeals process, disaggregated by periods in 
which the Secretary is waiting for a claimant to 
take an action and periods in which the claim-
ant is waiting for the Secretary to take an ac-
tion. 

(B) The frequency by which appeals lead to 
additional grant of benefits by the Secretary, 
disaggregated by whether the additional bene-
fits are a result of additional evidence added 
after the initial decision. 

(C) The number and average amount of retro-
active awards of benefits resulting from an ap-
peal. 

(D) The average duration from filing a legacy 
claim with the Secretary until all appeals and 
remands relating to such legacy claim are com-
pleted. 

(E) The average number of times claimants 
submit to the Secretary different claims with re-
spect to the same condition, such as an initial 
claim, new and material evidence, or a claim for 
an increase in benefits. 

(F) An assessment of the productivity of em-
ployees at the regional offices and at the Board, 
disaggregated by level of experience of the em-
ployees. 

(G) The average number of days the duration 
of an appeal is extended because the Secretary 
secured or attempted to secure an advisory med-

ical opinion under section 5109 of title 38, 
United States Code, or section 7109 of such title 
(as in effect on the day before the date of the 
enactment of this Act). 

(H) The frequency by which claims are re-
opened pursuant to section 5108 of such title 
and the frequency by which such reopening re-
sults in an award of benefits. 

(3) With respect to the processing by the Sec-
retary of appeals of decisions on legacy claims 
that opt in to the new appeals system, the fol-
lowing: 

(A) The cumulative number of such legacy 
claims. 

(B) The portion of work in the new appeals 
system attributable to appeals of decisions on 
such legacy claims. 

(C) The average period such legacy claims 
were pending before opting in to the new ap-
peals system and the average period required to 
adjudicate such legacy claims on average after 
opting in— 

(i) with respect to claims at a regional office 
of the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
disaggregated by— 

(I) supplemental claims under section 5108 of 
title 38, United States Code, as amended by sec-
tion 2(i); and 

(II) requests for higher-level review under sec-
tion 5104B of such title, as added by section 
2(g); and 

(ii) with respect to appeals, disaggregated by 
docket of the Board maintained under section 
7107 of such title, as amended by section 2(t). 
SEC. 6. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) CLAIMANT.—The term ‘‘claimant’’ has the 

meaning given such term in section 5100 of title 
38, United States Code. 

(2) LEGACY CLAIMS.—The term ‘‘legacy claim’’ 
means a claim— 

(A) that was submitted to the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs for a benefit under a law ad-
ministered by the Secretary; and 

(B) for which notice of a decision under sec-
tion 5104 of title 38, United States Code, was 
provided by the Secretary before the date set 
forth in section 2(x). 

(3) OPT IN.—The term ‘‘opt in’’ means, with 
respect to a legacy claim of a claimant, that the 
claimant elects to subject the claim to the new 
appeals system pursuant to— 

(A) section 2(x)(3); or 
(B) such other mechanism as the Secretary 

may prescribe for purposes of carrying out this 
Act and the amendments made by this Act. 

(4) NEW APPEALS SYSTEM.—The term ‘‘new ap-
peals system’’ means the set of processes and 
mechanisms by which the Secretary processes, 
pursuant to the authorities and requirements 
modified by section 2, claims for benefits under 
laws administered by the Secretary. 

Mrs. COMSTOCK (during the read-
ing). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent to dispense with the reading of 
the Senate amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the original request of the 
gentlewoman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
ECONOMIC EXPANSION ACT 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 339) to 
amend Public Law 94–241 with respect 

to the Northern Mariana Islands, with 
the Senate amendment thereto, and 
concur in the Senate amendment. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Clerk will report the Senate amend-
ment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Senate amendment: 
Beginning on page 2, strike line 19, and all 

that follows through the end and insert the 
following: 

(B) by striking ‘‘ ‘ending on December 31, 
2019’.’’ and inserting ‘‘ending on December 31, 
2019, except that for fiscal year 2017 an addi-
tional 350 permits shall be made available for ex-
tension of existing permits, expiring after the 
date of enactment of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands Economic Expansion Act through Sep-
tember 30, 2017, of which no fewer than 60 shall 
be reserved for healthcare practitioners and 
technical operations (as that term is defined by 
the Department of Labor as Standard Occupa-
tional Classification Group 29–0000 or any suc-
cessor provision), and no fewer than 10 shall be 
reserved for plant and system operators (as that 
term is defined by the Department of Labor as 
Standard Occupational Classification Group 51– 
8000 or any successor provision).’’. 

Mrs. COMSTOCK (during the read-
ing). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent to dispense with the reading. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the original request of the 
gentlewoman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION 
SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled a 
joint resolution of the House of the fol-
lowing title, which was thereupon 
signed by the Speaker on Monday, Au-
gust 7, 2017: 

H.J. Res 76. Joint resolution granting the 
consent and approval of Congress for the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, the State of 
Maryland, and the District of Columbia to 
enter into a compact relating to the estab-
lishment of the Washington Metrorail Safety 
Commission. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(b) of House Resolution 
481, the House stands adjourned until 
9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, August 15, 2017. 

Thereupon (at 9 o’clock and 7 min-
utes a.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Tuesday, August 
15, 2017, at 9:30 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

2197. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Administrator, Diversion Control Division, 
Drug Enforcement Administration, Depart-
ment of Justice, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Designation of Alpha- 
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Phenylacetoacetonitrile (APAAN), a Pre-
cursor Chemical Used in the Illicit Manufac-
ture of Phenylacetone, Methamphetamine, 
and Amphetamine, as a List I Chemical 
[Docket No.: DEA-379] (RIN: 1117-ZA04) re-
ceived August 1, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

2198. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approvals, Idaho: 
Logan Utah/Idaho PM2.5 Nonattainment 
Area [EPA-R10-OAR-2015-0067; FRL-9965-67- 
Region 10] received August 4, 2017, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

2199. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Alaska: 
Infrastructure Requirements for the 2008 
Lead National Ambient Air Quality Stand-
ards [EPA-R10-OAR-2017-0040; FRL-9965-76- 
Region 10] received August 4, 2017, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

2200. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
Florida: Infrastructure Requirements for the 
2010 NO2 NAAQS [EPA-R04-OAR-2014-0507; 
FRL-9965-83-Region 4] received August 4, 
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

2201. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
Mississippi: Prevention of Significant Dete-
rioration Updates [EPA-R04-OAR-2017-0188; 
FRL-9965-70-Region 4] received August 4, 
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

2202. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
SC: Revisions to New Source Review Rules 
[EPA-R04-OAR-2016-0547; FRL-9965-85-Region 
4] received August 4, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

2203. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Dis-
trict of Columbia; Regional Haze Five-Year 
Progress Report State Implementation Plan 
[EPA-R03-OAR-2016-0267; FRL-9965-73-Region 
3] received August 4, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

2204. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Approval and Pro-
mulgation of Air Quality Implementation 
Plans; Pennsylvania; Revision to Allegheny 
County Regulations for Open Burning [EPA- 
R03-OAR-2017-0204; FRL-9965-75-Region 3] re-
ceived August 4, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

2205. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval of California Air 

Plan Revisions, Placer County Air Pollution 
Control District [EPA-R09-OAR-2017-0218; 
FRL-9965-90-Region 9] received August 4, 
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

2206. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 22-125, ‘‘Childhood Lead Exposure 
Prevention Amendment Act of 2017’’, pursu-
ant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 
Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

2207. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 22-126, ‘‘Duvall Court Designation 
Act of 2017’’, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, 
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

2208. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 22-127, ‘‘Ebenezer Court Designation 
Act of 2017’’, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, 
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

2209. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 22-128, ‘‘Inclusionary Zoning Con-
sistency Amendment Act of 2017’’, pursuant 
to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 
814); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

2210. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 22-129, ‘‘Brishell Jones Way Des-
ignation Act of 2017’’, pursuant to Public 
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

2211. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 22-139, ‘‘Glick Court Designation 
Act of 2017’’, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, 
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

2212. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 22-140, ‘‘McGill Alley Designation 
Act of 2017’’, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, 
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

2213. A letter from the Auditor, Office of 
the District of Columbia Auditor, transmit-
ting a report entitled, ‘‘Sufficiency Certifi-
cation for the Washington Convention and 
Sports Authority (Trading As Events DC) 
Projected Revenues and Excess Reserve to 
Meet Projected Operating and Debt Service 
Expenditures and Reserve Requirements for 
Fiscal Year 2018.’’; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

2214. A letter from the Auditor, Office of 
the District of Columbia Auditor, transmit-
ting a report entitled, ‘‘The Department of 
General Services Needs Guidance and Assist-
ance to Develop Effective Internal Con-
trols’’; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

2215. A letter from the Attorney, CG-LRA, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Drawbridge Operation Regula-
tion; St. Louis River (Duluth-Superior Har-
bor), between the towns of Duluth, MN and 
Superior, WI [Docket No.: USCG-2017-0212] 
(RIN: 1625-AA09) received August 7, 2017, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

2216. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
temporary final rule — Security Zone; At-
lantic Ocean, Ft. Lauderdale, FL [Docket 
No.: USCG-2017-0670] (RIN: 1625-AA87) re-
ceived August 7, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

2217. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
temporary final rule — Safety Zone; Marine 
City Maritime Festival Water Ski Show, St. 
Clair River, Marine City, MI [Docket No.: 
USCG-2017-0688] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received 
August 7, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

2218. A letter from the Attorney, CG-LRA, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Drawbridge Operation Regula-
tion; Connecticut River, East Haddam, CT 
[Docket No.: USCG-2016-1006] (RIN: 1625- 
AA09) received August 7, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

2219. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
temporary final rule — Safety Zone; 28th An-
nual Lake Erie Open Water Swim; Lake Erie, 
Cleveland, OH [Docket No.: USCG-2017-0675] 
(RIN: 1625-AA00) received August 7, 2017, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

2220. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
temporary final rule — Safety Zone; Lake 
Michigan, Calumet Harbor, Chicago, IL 
[Docket No.: USCG-2017-0581] (RIN: 1625- 
AA00) received August 7, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. LUETKEMEYER (for himself, 
Mr. BOST, Mr. CLAY, Mr. RODNEY 
DAVIS of Illinois, and Mr. SESSIONS): 

H.R. 3648. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to protect employees in the 
building and construction industry who are 
participants in multiemployer plans, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, and in addition to the Committee 
on Education and the Workforce, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mrs. NOEM: 
H.R. 3649. A bill to amend the Food Secu-

rity Act of 1985 with respect to annual esti-
mates under the conservation reserve pro-
gram; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. PITTENGER (for himself and 
Mr. HUDSON): 

H.R. 3650. A bill to provide for the recogni-
tion of the Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

By Mrs. RADEWAGEN: 
H.R. 3651. A bill to require the Comptroller 

General of the United States to conduct a 
feasibility study on renovating or replacing 
the Lyndon B. Johnson Tropical Medical 
Center with a new or updated facility; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in 
addition to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. REED (for himself and Mr. 
CROWLEY): 
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