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FUNDING A BORDER WALL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. O’ROURKE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, later 
this evening, perhaps early tomorrow 
morning, this body will be voting on a 
series of appropriations measures to 
fund our armed services and the VA. 
Tacked on to that, at the whim of the 
chairman of the Rules Committee, in 
what I can only describe as the most 
undemocratic, unrepresentative fash-
ion, is a provision to fund a border wall 
between the United States and the 
country of Mexico to the tune of $1.6 
billion, a mere down payment on total 
construction costs which are estimated 
to be over $20 billion. 

I think it is important, Mr. Speaker, 
that we keep in mind some very basic 
facts; the first being that the border 
between the United States and Mexico 
has never been safer or more secure. 

b 1045 
Last year and the year before, we saw 

record-low levels of northbound appre-
hensions from Mexico. If you look at 
where we were in the year 2000, you had 
1.6 million apprehensions from Mexico. 
Last year, you had a little over 400,000. 

Do you know who so many of those 
apprehensions were? They were kids, 
young families, scared and frightened, 
leaving the most horrific brutality 
that we can imagine from the Northern 
Triangle countries of Central America, 
literally fleeing for their lives to this 
country, which is comprised of immi-
grants, refugees, and asylum seekers, 
and is the very foundation of our suc-
cess. Apparently, this is who we are 
trying to wall off and protect ourselves 
from with this $1.6 billion boondoggle. 

We now see, in the last 4 years, that 
more Mexican nationals are leaving 
the United States for Mexico than are 
coming north from that country into 
ours. We have twice the Border Patrol 
agents that we did in 2001: 20,000 Border 
Patrol agents. Today, you and I, the 
American taxpayer, are spending $19.5 
billion a year. 

We are long past the point of dimin-
ishing returns with this very precious 
public resource. We are trying to solve, 
Mr. Speaker, a problem that we don’t 
have. 

Case in point: the city that I have 
the honor of serving and representing, 
El Paso, Texas, is regularly ranked the 
top, the second, or the third safest 
city, not just in Texas, but in the en-
tire United States, using FBI crime 
statistics as crunched by CQ Press. 

We are the safest community, yes, 
because we have excellent local and 
Federal law enforcement, including the 
Border Patrol. But we are also the 
safest city because of, and not in spite 
of, the fact that a quarter of the people 
who I represent were born in another 
country, most of them in Mexico. They 
are not, Mr. Speaker, the rapists and 
criminals that then-Candidate Trump 
would have us believe that they are. 

So, if there is no rational, logical, 
fact-based case for a wall, why in the 

world would we be spending $1.6 billion 
on this, instead of creating more jobs 
or ensuring that more Americans can 
see a doctor or that more kids can go 
to a great school with excellent public 
school teachers? 

Here are some of the other con-
sequences. There was excellent report-
ing in The Texas Observer, followed up 
by the LA Times, on the Santa Ana Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge. It is about 10 
miles southeast of McAllen, Texas. It is 
the last refuge for the ocelot, for 400 
different species of birds, bobcats, and 
armadillos. 

They are planning to build the wall 
right through that refuge. That be-
longs to you, me, our families, and our 
descendants. That is our heritage that 
we are about to wall off and destroy. 

We are dividing communities; we are 
diminishing our relationship with Mex-
ico, who should be our closest partner; 
and we are making our communities, 
including El Paso and other commu-
nities in Texas, less safe, as we milita-
rize them and as people who live 
amongst us question whether they can 
go to local law enforcement to report a 
crime, serve as a witness, testify in a 
case, or help contribute to the safety of 
our communities. 

Let me bring this fact to your atten-
tion, Mr. Speaker. On Sunday, in a 
Walmart parking lot in San Antonio, 
Texas, the bodies of nine dead immi-
grants were found in the back of a 
trailer. A tenth died later in the hos-
pital. 

Tuesday morning, in El Paso, three 
bodies, including those of children, 
were dredged out of the canal that 
joins us with Cuidad Juarez and Mex-
ico. 

Mr. Speaker, since 1998, 7,000 people— 
human beings—have died trying to 
cross into the United States. As we fur-
ther militarize and wall up and make it 
harder for people to come as legitimate 
asylum seekers; refugees; folks who 
want to work in our economy; people 
who want to join their families, be 
with their moms, dads, brothers, and 
sisters, their children, we ensure great-
er suffering and death. 

Mr. Speaker, we do not need a wall. 
We need comprehensive immigration 
reform. We need to treat each other 
with dignity and respect. That ensures 
our safety, security, and success. 
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VETERANS HOUSING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. GALLAGHER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today on behalf of veterans across 
the State of Wisconsin who have put 
themselves in harm’s way to defend 
this Nation. 

As citizens, we have a clear moral ob-
ligation to ensure that they are able to 
receive the quality care that they need, 
deserve, and earned. The Department 
of Veterans Affairs is predicated on 
this very idea. 

Wisconsin Veterans Home at King, in 
my district, is a facility for homeless 
and at-risk veterans in northeast Wis-
consin. Just last week, veterans housed 
there were notified the VA would no 
longer renew grants for housing pro-
grams, an action that will result in the 
closing of this facility by the end of the 
calendar year. 

This unfortunate news has caused 
significant stress, uncertainty, and 
anxiety among the veterans commu-
nity in northeast Wisconsin, and spe-
cifically among the veterans at King, 
who now face the possibility of home-
lessness. 

We cannot let this happen. We would 
be abandoning our duty if we let this 
happen. That is why I was proud to co-
author a letter with the Speaker of the 
House, PAUL RYAN, requesting answers 
from Secretary Shulkin on this vital 
matter. 

While we await answers, we must 
continue to bring attention to the con-
cerns of our veterans and remain com-
mitted to working together across the 
aisle to ensure that our veterans re-
ceive the housing and care they vitally 
need and care that they have earned. 

GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM MEMORIAL 
Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, I had 

the honor last week of welcoming a 
group of American heroes who jour-
neyed from northeast Wisconsin to 
Washington, D.C., aboard the Old Glory 
Honor Flight. 

Generations of veterans, representing 
every major conflict since World War 
II, visited the very monuments that 
honor their courage and commitment. 

Just as these vets visited their re-
spective memorials, so, too, should the 
brave men and women who have served 
and continue to serve in the ongoing 
war on terrorism in the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, the war that I was 
fighting 8 years ago. They, too, should 
have something to honor their sac-
rifice. 

Under current law, a war must be 
over for at least 10 years before a me-
morial can be built in its honor. That 
is why Representative MOULTON and I 
have introduced legislation that would 
allow for a global war on terrorism me-
morial. 

This war is unlike any preceding it. 
It has no end date. There will be no vic-
tory date, no V-J Day. Threats con-
tinue to rise, and so the longest ongo-
ing conflict continues. After 15 years, 
and over 6,800 American lives lost, 
there is still no end in sight. 

This memorial is for the brave men 
and women who have died fighting, 
who continue to fight, and are still 
joining the fight against terrorism. If 
we are going to continue passing the 
torch from one generation to the next, 
we need to build this memorial so that 
future generations never forget their 
duty to do the same and to pass that 
torch. 

FARM TECHNOLOGY DAYS 
Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, agri-

culture is a driving force behind our 
economy and a way of life in northeast 
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Wisconsin, which is why I was honored 
that Farm Technology Days decided to 
hold their annual event in Kewaunee 
County at Ebert Dairy Enterprises, an 
impressive sixth-generation family 
farm in Algoma. 

Farm Technology Days is the largest 
agricultural show in Wisconsin, and 
one of the largest in the Nation. The 3- 
day event showcases the latest im-
provements in production agriculture, 
recent research findings, and techno-
logical developments. 

Mr. Speaker, 15,000 hamburgers and 
11,000 bowls of ice cream later, the 
event was a huge success for our local 
ag economy. The first day alone saw an 
attendance of over 10,000 people. 

Because of the hard work of the 
Ebert family and the nearly 2,000 vol-
unteers who pitched in, northeast Wis-
consin was able to demonstrate the 
powerful role we play in Wisconsin’s 
agriculture industry. 
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AVERTING A CONSTITUTIONAL 
CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to defend the Constitu-
tion and avert a constitutional crisis. 

I rise, Mr. Speaker, to defend democ-
racy. I rise to protect the Republic. I 
rise to prevent a constitutional crisis 
that would be created, should any 
rogue President attempt to pardon 
himself. 

Let me be clear, Mr. Speaker: I do 
not believe that a President can pardon 
himself. The ability to pardon is the 
ability to forgive. I do not believe that 
a President can forgive himself for 
crimes committed. I do not believe 
that the Constitution allows a Presi-
dent to forgive himself for the most 
egregious crimes barred by our laws. 

I do not believe that a President 
could pardon himself or forgive himself 
for the crime of treason. I do not be-
lieve that this country would allow 
such a thing to exist, and if a President 
attempted to do it, we would have a 
constitutional crisis. 

So I rise today to prevent a constitu-
tional crisis. I don’t believe that the 
Constitution would allow it, but I want 
to prevent the crisis, should some 
rogue President attempt it. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I have a simple 
amendment to the Constitution that 
would avert this crisis. It reads: The 
President shall have no power to grant 
to himself a reprieve or pardon for an 
offense against the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of the great and noble American ideals 
that we hold dear and that we protect 
with everything that is near and dear 
to us. We use our very bodies to protect 
it. Our men and women will go to dis-
tant places to protect these noble and 
great ideals, and many don’t return the 
same way they left. 

These ideals would be put at risk if 
some rogue President decided to par-

don himself. We would have a constitu-
tional crisis. 

I am honored, Mr. Speaker, to say 
that this amendment will be filed later 
today, and there are two other Mem-
bers of Congress that I am proud to 
have associated with me on this 
amendment. They are the Honorable 
BRAD SHERMAN and the Honorable SETH 
MOULTON. 

We are filing this amendment not be-
cause we believe that a President can 
self-pardon, but if some President at-
tempted to do it, this amendment 
would be there for us to act expedi-
tiously and prevent it. 

Mr. Speaker, this is the solution that 
I hope we never have to use. I pray that 
this amendment never has to be pushed 
through, but I am so proud to have it 
there, in the event it is needed. 

f 

POW/MIA SELECT COMMITTEE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. PAULSEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, the 
fourth line in the Warrior Ethos reads: 
‘‘I will never leave a fallen comrade.’’ 
Every soldier who passes through 
Army basic training knows this motto, 
and truly it is the spirit of our entire 
military. 

Currently, more than 75,000 Ameri-
cans are unaccounted for from conflicts 
ranging from World War II to the war 
on terror. We must continue to vindi-
cate the spirit of the Warrior Ethos 
and aid our military to make sure that 
we never leave any servicemembers be-
hind, which is why I am cosponsoring a 
resolution for the creation of a Select 
Committee on POW/MIA Affairs in the 
House. 

This select committee will be respon-
sible for investigating these unac-
counted for servicemembers and finally 
bring peace of mind and closure to 
their families. 

So, Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate 
that we not abandon this obligation 
and that we help our brave service-
members never leave behind a fallen 
comrade. 

ENDING UNNECESSARY SHARK FINNING 
Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, sharks 

are being killed 30 percent faster than 
they are able to reproduce, which is 
having a serious impact on our ocean’s 
ecosytem. One contributor to this de-
cline is an inhumane practice that is 
known as ‘‘finning.’’ 

Finning is the removal of the fins 
from a shark and, often times, is done 
while the shark is still alive. These fins 
are mostly used for shark fin soup, 
which is a traditional soup seen in 
many Asian countries. After har-
vesting the fins, these sharks are 
thrown back into the ocean, where 
they are left to die from suffocation, 
blood loss, or be killed by other preda-
tors, since they have no way of having 
an opportunity to defend themselves. 

That is why I am cosponsoring the 
Shark Fins Elimination Act, which 

will make it illegal to possess, buy, or 
sell shark fins, unless the shark was 
lawfully taken with a license or per-
mit. This bipartisan effort will protect 
the fragility of our ocean wildlife and 
prevent these cruel practices. 

f 
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TRUMPCARE AND PEOPLE WITH 
DISABILITIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. MAXINE WATERS) for 5 
minutes. 

The gentlewoman will suspend. 
The Chair would advise the gentle-

woman to remove the chart from the 
well. 

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. 
Mr. Speaker, would the Chair tell us 
why. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is the 
determination of the Chair that it is a 
breach of the decorum of the House. 

The gentlewoman may proceed. 
Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. 

Mr. Speaker, yesterday was the 27th 
anniversary of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act. It is a day to reflect on 
how people with disabilities are treated 
in our society. 

Our President indicated to us what 
he thinks about people with disabilities 
long before he was elected when he 
mocked a disabled reporter. Mocking 
the disabled is rude and insensitive, 
and it sends a terrible message to our 
children. 

Who are the disabled people who were 
mocked that day? They are veterans 
who lost a limb or suffered a traumatic 
brain injury while courageously serv-
ing our country. They are children who 
were born with serious medical condi-
tions like autism, Down syndrome, and 
cerebral palsy. They are victims of 
workplace accidents and car accidents. 
They are victims of mass shootings and 
terrorist attacks. They are senior citi-
zens in nursing homes. They are our 
mothers and fathers, our brothers and 
sisters, our friends and neighbors, and 
our children. 

They might be with us today or they 
may be with us a year from now. They 
deserve to be treated with respect, and 
they deserve quality healthcare. 

Given that we already know about 
the attitudes that have been displayed 
against them, it should come as no sur-
prise that TrumpCare would have a 
devastating impact on people with dis-
abilities. 

The nonpartisan Congressional Budg-
et Office has scored several versions of 
TrumpCare. Most would cause at least 
22 million people to lose their health 
insurance. The so-called repeal only 
bill, which repeals the Affordable Care 
Act and does not replace it with any-
thing, would cause 32 million people to 
lose their health insurance. Even the 
so-called skinny TrumpCare would 
cause 16 million people to lose health 
insurance and increase premiums by 20 
percent. 
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