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But the manner in which Miosotis was
killed should remind everybody that the ci-
vility of our society balances on a knife’s
edge. And the 36,000 uniformed members of
the NYPD are just regular people who made
a selfless decision to help maintain that bal-
ance.

There is nothing more human than a 48-
year-old mother of three, living in the
Bronx, who decided to swear an oath, put on
a uniform, and live a life with meaning.
Fighting crime and keeping people safe is
not a responsibility that the police take
lightly, and neither should the public.

While crime continues to go down, year
after year, that provides little comfort when
the fabric of our society, the blanket of pub-
lic safety we provide, is torn by a senseless,
direct assault on one of our protectors.

Here are the numbers we don’t talk about
nearly enough:

Since our start in 1845, more than 840 New
York City police officers have died in the
line of duty. Miosotis is our seventh cop to
be shot and killed in just the last five years.
And she’s our third female officer ever to be
murdered on the job.

Across our nation, 135 police officers were
killed in the line of duty last year, the
sharpest spike in the last five years. And
just yesterday, New York State Trooper Joel
Davis was killed in the line of duty while re-
sponding to a radio run of a domestic dispute
in upstate New York.

Each of these murdered officers has one
thing in common: They lost their lives while
protecting the lives of others. Some people
say: ‘“Well, that’s what cops signed up for,
right? That’s their job.”

Let me tell you something: Regular people
sign up to be cops. They sign up for this job
of protecting strangers, knowing there are
inherent risks. But not one of us ever agreed
to be murdered in an act of indefensible hate.
Not one of us signed up to never return to
our family or loved ones.

So, where are the demonstrations for this
single mom, who cared for her elderly moth-
er and her own three children? There is
anger and sorrow, but why is there no out-
rage? Because Miosotis was wearing a uni-
form? Because it was her job?

I simply do not accept that.

Miosotis was targeted, ambushed, and as-
sassinated. She wasn’t given a chance to de-
fend herself. That should matter to every
single person who can hear my voice, in New
York City and beyond.

We know there’s evil in this world. That’s
why we need the police. But as New Yorkers,
we can decide that people like Miosotis’ kill-
er will ultimately fail. He will not drive us
apart. We can decide to come together and
make our city reflect the good inside all of
us, the hopes and simple dreams we share.

I’'m asking the public to make a commit-
ment to support your police, to work with
us. Commit to watching the backs of those
you call when you’re scared, those you call
when you’re in trouble.

NYPD cops answer about four-and-a-half
million radio runs a year, and are flagged
down countless other times. AnAfor good or
bad, only a tiny handful of our actions make
the news. That tiny handful-—some when
things go right, others when things go
wrong—because that’s what sells news-
papers—those are the ones that define us.
And the millions—literally millions—of our
other actions go unnoticed.

But we don’t turn away from criticism, be-
cause we know it comes hand-in-hand with
the possibility of making the safest big city
in America even safer. We know you need us.
And we need you. We want all our neighbor-
hoods to be safer places for our children, for
our elderly, for ourselves.

But without peace and safety, we have
nothing. It’s a shared responsibility. You
must participate. You must not retreat.
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It seems that we put all our societal fail-
ures on our police to solve. If there’s not
enough drug addiction funding, many say it’s
the police who should change their tactics. If
there’s not enough money for mental health,
many say it’s the cops who need to alter
what they’re doing out on the streets. If our
society hasn’t adequately invested in
schools, the cops need to figure that out.

We tell our police: ‘“You’re the counselor,
you’re the parent, you’re the social worker,
you’re the referee.”” But policing was never
intended to solve all those problems.

It’s our obligation to continually drive
down crime and keep people safe. That’s
what Miosotis vowed to do. And that’s the
work we vow to continue in her stead.

What we are left with are the memories,
moments shared, lives touched, friendships
forged. There is no making sense of what is
truly senseless. There is no explaining the
unexplainable. Words do not do it justice. We
cannot fix the hurt. We have to put that in
the hands of a higher power. And the higher
power I'm talking about is you.

We need the public to take a more-active
role in our city’s safety. I'm asking you to
connect with your police. Listen to my
words: Your police. We are yours. We’re here
to help. We’re here to make things better.
But we nee your assistance. We need it now,
more than ever. Because no one KkKnows
what’s going on a street, or a block, better
than those who live and work there every
day.

That’s how your neighborhoods will keep
getting better. And that’s how we’re going to
continue to keep driving crime down and
keep everybody safe. And that’s how we’ll
find our way forward, together. That’s
Miosotis’ legacy.

The pain we feel today will not soon pass,
but we know she did not die in vain. Our
anger can be transformed into effective
change. Our sorrow can make us a better so-
ciety. We may not ever match the sacrifice
made by Miosotis, but surely we can try to
match her sense of service. If we cannot
match her courage, we can strive to match
her devotion.

In the last few days—the 4-6 Precinct, Po-
lice Plaza, all across New York—we’'ve re-
ceived many, many messages of hope and
support. They tell us that people around the
nation and around the world love the police
very much, and mourn with us. They tell us
they need us, and that they are proud of us.

I, too, couldn’t be more proud of our cops.

To the men and women of the NYPD who
bravely put on that uniform every day—and
they do, it takes courage—and to all those
who have come before us: Thank you for
your dedication, your leadership, and your
powerful example.

And I also couldn’t be more proud of—and
thankful for—Miosotis, whom I promote
today to Detective-First Grade. Please rise
and applaud her life and service.

To Gennie, Peter, and Delilah: Here we are,
today, literally surrounded by a sea of blue
as far as the eye can see outside this build-
ing. And know this: Our family will always
be with yours. We don’t ever forget. We will
always be here for you and this city.

And to all the members of the NYPD: Do
not ever forget why you chose to become a
police officer. Be proud of who you are and
what you do. Always remember that
Miosotis lived to protect all New Yorkers,
and her legacy protects us still.

We pray that she now finds rest, and that
her beloved family finds solace and peace
and the strength to live the lives their moth-
er fought to give them.

God bless Miosotis. God bless her family.
God bless every member of the New York
City Police Department, who will forever
carry on her most important work.
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Thank you.

Mr. FASO. I also include in the
RECORD my full statement. May God
bless Officer Miosotis Familia’s mem-
ory.

Mr. Speaker and my colleagues, today | rise
to honor the memory of Officer Miosotis
Familia. Officer Familia was a member of the
New York Police Department’s 46th Precinct
in the Bronx who lost her life in the early
hours of July 5th. She was targeted by a de-
ranged ex-convict who assassinated her in
cold blood. All of New York was affected by
this evil act. The 48-year-old loving mother de-
voted her life to helping others. Sadly, she be-
comes the third female NYPD officer to be
murdered on the job; the first in New York
since 9/11.

Officer Familia had two daughters and a
son. She wanted to leave them a better future,
a safer city. Every one of the 36,000 uni-
formed members of the NYPD goes to work
every day for this vision. They sacrifice. They
risk bodily harm, and worse. Too often they do
so despite a hostile media and an indifferent
public. As New York Police Commissioner
James O’Neill said about her, and all law en-
forcement personnel, at Officer Familia’s fu-
neral: “Cops are regular people who believe in
the possibility of making this a safer world. It's
why we do what we do. It's why we run to-
ward, when others run away.” He remarked,
furthermore, “Everything our government
stands for—freedom of speech, freedom of
worship, freedom from want, freedom from
fear—everything starts with public safety.
Miosotis knew this, and she wanted all of us
to play our part. That is why violence against
the police and what we represent is a dis-
honor to civilized society. We should be out-
raged that any single person had so little re-
gard for your right to public safety.”

Through it all, Officer Miosotis Familia car-
ried love in her heart: love for the Bronx
neighborhood she patrolled; love for the peo-
ple of her city and state; and love for the oath
she swore all those years ago when she made
the decision to enter law enforcement: To
serve and protect.

Her killer—and | refuse to mention his
name—was driven only by hate. This is the
hate which in 2016 resulted in the sharpest
spike in police killings in five years. It is the
hate that robbed three children of their mother
with a single gunshot on a dark Bronx street.
| want to share with this Chamber a recollec-
tion by Officer Familia’s oldest daughter, deliv-
ered at her funeral. She said that Miosotis
came into her room on July 4 before going to
work, a regular person believing in the possi-
bility of bringing about a safer world.

She said, “I'm going to work now. And |
love you.” She hugged her daughter, twice,
and left to join her fellow officers. Now Officer
Familia joins those lost in the line of duty. With
love in her heart, she kept us safe. With a re-
newed dedication to law enforcement and the
communities they serve, we pledge here to
keep Officer Miosotis Familia’s legacy alive.

———

WISHING JOHN McCAIN A SPEEDY
RECOVERY

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, yesterday 1
left an event and went straight to my
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cellphone. The first thing on it was a
notice that JOHN MCCAIN had brain
cancer. I literally stopped in my steps
and thought about JOHN MCCAIN and
was saddened.

Senator JOHN MCCAIN is a true Amer-
ican hero who served our country in
Vietnam and has served our country in
this House of Representatives and the
United States Senate.

When he ran for President, he had a
bus called Straight Talk, and that
wasn’t just a name on a bus. He is a
straight shooter.

He has been a voice of reason and
honesty, standing up and speaking
truth to power during these last 6
months of this current Presidency, and
somebody whom we need as a voice.

It seems that Arizona produces those
voices. They produced it with Barry
Goldwater, and they produced it with
JOHN MCCAIN.

He is a nice guy, too. The few oppor-
tunities I had to interchange with JOHN
MCCAIN or go up to him and say some-
thing to him about an issue, he was al-
ways very easygoing, very pleasant, a
good human being.

I urge you, if there are people in your
life that you think well of, that you
care about, let them know it now, and
keep JOHN MCCAIN in your prayers.
Hopefully, he will come back and con-
tinue to serve the United States as he
has throughout his entire life.

————
0 1245

HIGHLIGHTING HALL GROWS

(Mr. COLLINS of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to highlight the success
of my friends and neighbors at the Hall
County Chapter of the Georgia Farm
Bureau. This past year, the Farm Bu-
reau launched Hall GROWS, an edu-
cational initiative designed to help
students expand their knowledge of ag-
riculture.

In my home State of Georgia, agri-
culture is the largest industry, contrib-
uting $74 billion to the State’s GDP.
Our young people represent the next
generation of farmers, agricultural ex-
perts, and consumers. It is our duty to
ensure that these young students pos-
sess an understanding of the strategic
advantage that agriculture represents
for the United States.

The Farm Bureau is donating time,
funding, and other resources so that
schools can cultivate gardens, hold
workshops for educators, and have
classroom activities to help students.
Because of efforts like these, Hall
GROWS can continue to make an im-
pact both in the lives of students and
on the future of the industry.

The Farm Bureau’s willingness to
support students attests to the gen-
erosity of the American farmer. I am
excited to see this program make a
positive difference in communities like
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my own in Hall County in Gainesville,
Georgia.

Again, congratulations to the Hall
County Farm Bureau for their work
and effort and Hall GROWS.

——————

REMEMBERING AND HONORING
CONGRESSMAN MARK TAKAI

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, 1 year
ago today, we lost a brother, a friend,
and a colleague, someone who made a
great impact on my home State of Ha-
waii and this country.

My friend, Congressman Mark Takai,
was someone who lived his entire life
with a full heart committed to serving
the people of Hawaii and his country.
Always ready with a helping hand with
creative new ideas and a hearty laugh,
Mark was someone who was always on
the move.

I had the honor of serving with Mark
all the way back in the Hawaii State
Legislature, through our time serving
together in the Hawaii Army National
Guard and then, again, here in Con-
gress where we both served on the
Armed Services Committee.

Mark, time and time again, made his
decisions based on how best he could
serve the people of Hawaii, and he took
a lot of pictures along the way. Mark
led by example with respect and with
aloha understanding and passion build-
ing partnerships focused on seeing how
he could get the job done.

So on this day commemorating
Mark, my heart is with his family: his
wife, Sami; his kids, Matthew and
Kaila; his parents, Naomi and Erik; our
entire National Guard ‘‘family,”
‘“‘ohana,” and the people of Hawaii as
we remember Mark and honor his en-
tire life and legacy of service.

———
OBAMACARE

(Mr. DESANTIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DESANTIS. Mr. Speaker, Repub-
licans have promised for years to re-
peal and replace ObamaCare, and this
effort has seemed to have stalled in the
Senate.

The best way to restart the
ObamaCare repeal process is simple.
Make Congress live under it.

The President can make this happen.
ObamaCare included a provision drop-
ping the congressional health plans for
Members of Congress and diverting
Members to the ObamaCare exchanges
where they would have to pay their
own premiums. Yet an Obama adminis-
tration regulation gutted this provi-
sion and provided lucrative taxpayer
subsidies for Members thereby creating
an illegal exemption for Congress
under ObamaCare.

Mr. President, cancel this regulatory
exception. Make Members live under
ObamaCare as written. If you make
them live under ObamaCare, my guess
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is that they will vote to quickly repeal
ObamaCare.

————

FREEDOM FROM BURDENSOME
REGULATIONS

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, last week, 1
started ‘“‘Freedom Friday’ to highlight
freedom-killing regulations currently
in effect.

Congress used the Congressional Re-
view Act to overturn 14 regulations im-
plemented in the waning days of the
Obama administration. The repeal of
these rules alone could save the econ-
omy millions of hours of paperwork—as
much as $3.7 billion in regulatory costs
to Federal agencies and up to $35 bil-
lion in compliance costs for industries.
This is a nice start, but we are not
done yet.

My main priority here in Congress is
to restore the constitutional param-
eters of the Federal Government and
end overregulation. The first regula-
tion that I will be highlighting for
“Freedom Friday’’ is an overly burden-
some restriction on our trucking indus-
try. California and the Ninth Circuit
have imposed more stringent standards
for truckers than those established by
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Ad-
ministration.

There are some issues over which
Congress has clear constitutional au-
thority. This is one of them. We simply
cannot allow our vital interstate com-
merce to fall victim to an incoherent
patchwork of burdensome regulations.
Our economic and national security de-
pend on resisting this ominous trend.

————
ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
COMER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT)
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I want
to follow up on what my friend from
Florida, Congressman RON DESANTIS,
was saying: Under ObamaCare—that
passed without a single Republican
vote—Congress was expressly put under
all of the conditions of ObamaCare, and
it expressly took us out from the insur-
ance that we liked, the insurance plans
we had and liked, and 180 degrees con-
trary to what President Obama said
and so many of our friends across the
aisle.

Even though we liked our insurance
and we wanted to keep it, it turns out
that was not true what they had been
saying for so many months. We didn’t
get to keep our insurance. I know
emails keep circulating that Members
of Congress have some special ‘‘pie in
the sky’’ health insurance, but, actu-
ally, it is exactly the same insurance
options that every single Federal em-
ployee from—well, I started to say
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