United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 15 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 163

WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, JULY 18, 2017

No. 121

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. TENNEY).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 18, 2017.

I hereby appoint the Honorable CLAUDIA
TENNEY to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.

———

AMIA BOMBING ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, today I rise to commemorate the
23rd anniversary of the bombing in
Buenos Aires, Argentina, of the Jewish
Community Center, also known as
AMIA.

This cowardly terrorist attack killed
85 people, with hundreds more injured.
Yet, nearly 25 years later, the Jewish
community and the people of Argen-

tina are still waiting for justice to be
served.

This was an attack perpetrated by
Iran and its terror proxy, Hezbollah. In
fact, these individuals you see here on
this poster, Madam Speaker, are re-
sponsible for the AMIA bombing. We
know who they are and the damage
they caused.

My friend, Alberto Nisman, was ap-
pointed as a special investigator in Ar-
gentina to look into this terrible bomb-
ing. He found clear evidence that
linked the Iranian regime and
Hezbollah to the AMIA attack and the
attack at the Israel Embassy in Buenos
Aires just 2 years earlier, in 1992. Trag-
ically, on January 19, 2015, just a few
hours before he was set to produce the
evidence to the Argentinian Par-
liament, Alberto was found dead in his
apartment under very mysterious cir-
cumstances.

So here we are, another sad anniver-
sary later. Congress can play a crucial
role in the pursuit of justice for the
victims of the embassy bombing, the
AMIA bombing, and for Alberto’s fam-
ily.

This past March, along with Chair-
man ROYCE, Ranking Member ENGEL,
TED DEUTCH, JEFF DUNCAN, and ALBIO
SIRES, I introduced H. Res. 201, which
supports Argentina in its efforts to in-
vestigate and hold Iran and Hezbollah
accountable for these cowardly acts of
terror.

Madam Speaker, today, on the 23rd
anniversary of the AMIA bombing, we
continue to mourn the lives lost on
this tragic day, as we strive for justice.
I urge my colleagues to support my
resolution, and I urge this body to send
a strong message to the Jewish com-
munity, the people of Argentina, and
the Iranian regime that we will not
continue to let another anniversary
pass without taking meaningful action.

ECUADOR HOMES

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-

er, today I rise to commend a con-

stituent, Nina Vaca, for the humani-
tarian effort she has undertaken in her
home country of Ecuador.

On April 16, 2016, a 7.8 magnitude
earthquake devastated Ecuador. You
can see the devastation still today. It
wrecked entire communities, Kkilled
hundreds, and left over 25,000 people ei-
ther injured or homeless.

A year later, Ecuador continues to
struggle, with hundreds of families still
living in tents. Nina has made it her
mission to get these families back into
homes.

Determined to make a difference, she
founded TRI for Homes, with the goal
of building 40 homes for some of these
families. Soon, Nina will compete in an
IRONMAN triathlon in Ecuador to
raise awareness and support for her
cause.

I commend Nina for her determina-
tion to raise awareness and for building
homes for Ecuadorian families. I wish
her good luck, and we will all be root-
ing for her.

CAPTIVE NATIONS WEEK

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to commemorate this week as
Captive Nations Week.

As a Cuban refugee who had to flee
my native homeland of Cuba due to a
murderous communist regime, I know
how important freedom, democracy,
and respect for human rights are. Cap-
tive Nations Week serves as a reminder
that there are millions of people who
continue to live under a brutal, repres-
sive regime.

Tomorrow night, on the east steps of
the Capitol, I will speak at the Victims
of Communism Memorial Foundation’s
Captive Nations Week event called No
Che Noche to set the record straight on
one of history’s most sadistic mur-
derers, Che Guevara.

Madam Speaker, our support for
those who yearn for freedom and de-
mocracy should not be limited to just 1
week. I urge my colleagues to join
those around the world who are suf-
fering under oppressive regimes.
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We as Americans benefit greatly, and
we can do more to make sure that oth-
ers get the same rights and freedoms
we enjoy in this great country.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 10
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Terry Sanders, Victory
House Ministry, Uniontown, Pennsyl-
vania, offered the following prayer:

For this great assembly of leaders,
Lord, we come today to ask for your
guidance, wisdom, and support for our
Nation.

Help us to engage in meaningful dis-
cussions, and allow us to grow closer as
our Nation’s leaders and to nurture
this Nation.

Fill us with Your grace, God, as we
make decisions that may affect our Na-
tion and the world.

Continue to remind us that all we do
here today, all that we accomplish in
our Nation, is for the pursuit of free-
dom, for Your greater glory, and for
the service of humanity.

We ask all these things in Your
name.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. MAST) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. MAST led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
WELCOMING REVEREND TERRY
SANDERS

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SHUSTER) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with the great honor of wel-
coming Reverend Terry Sanders and
his wife, Rhonda.

Reverend Sanders traveled here from
Uniontown, Pennsylvania, where he is
the founder, CEO, and director of Gen-
esis House Ministry, a ministry created
to help men leaving the prison system
move through a recovery process with-
in a supportive environment, enabling
them to transition back to society. His
ministry has been helpful in battling
the fight against the opioid crisis we
face in America today.

The Genesis House, at its core, is a
resident house where clients receive far
more than a warm bed. Rather than
sending former inmates aimlessly into
the streets, the ministry provides
counseling, mentoring, job skill devel-
opment, substance abuse programming,
job placement services, and family in-
tegration assistance.

Reverend Sanders has been working
as the chaplain of the Fayette County
Prison for more than 10 years and
knows firsthand prison release quali-
fications and what it takes to make a
difference in the lives of men.

The ministry opened its doors in 2014
and is a result of Reverend Sanders’ de-
sire to make a difference in the com-
munity.

I am grateful that Reverend Sanders
is able to join us here today, and I
would like to take this opportunity to
express my deep and sincere apprecia-
tion for the great work he and his team
are doing in western Pennsylvania.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
COMER). The Chair will entertain up to
15 further requests for 1-minute speech-
es on each side of the aisle.

———
YEARS OF TERROR IN EUROPE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, it is sad many Americans
have forgotten the ongoing global war
on terrorism declared against Western
families by war fatwas in 1996 and 1998,
as displayed at the entrance of the Na-
tional September 11 Memorial & Mu-
seum in New York City.

In the last year, there has been a
year of terror in Europe, as reported by
The Washington Times on Friday. Be-
ginning in defiance of the anniversary
of Bastille Day on July 14, 2016, at
Nice, France, with 86 people murdered,
it continued with attacks in Berlin,
Germany, on July 18; Ansbach, Ger-
many, on July 24; Reutlingen, Ger-
many, on July 24; Normandy, France,
on July 26; Berlin, Germany, on De-
cember 19; Istanbul, Turkey, on Janu-
ary 1; London, England, on March 22;
Stockholm, Sweden, on April 7; Paris,
France, on April 20; Manchester, Eng-
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land, on May 22; and London, England,
on June 3.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism. We
will never forget the 856 men and women
murdered in the AMIA Jewish Center
bombing in Buenos Aires, Argentina. I
am grateful President Donald Trump is
taking actions to protect American
families.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO MASJID
AL-HAQQ ON THEIR 25TH ANNI-
VERSARY

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I congratu-
late Masjid Al-Haqq in Newark, New
Jersey, on its 25th anniversary.

Founded on June 18, 1992, and headed
by Imam Muhammad, Masjid Al-Haqq
has dedicated 25 years of service to the
community, and I want to thank them
for an outstanding job.

Masjid Al-Haqq provides the most
reputable Muslim journal newspapers
on a weekly basis in the city of New-
ark, without fake news, and sends a
large contingent of Newark Muslims to
the Muslim Convention held in Chicago
each year during Labor Day weekend.

Every December, the Masjid also
holds a “Time to Reflect” weekend,
where the community gathers for
workshops and family activities. The
services they provide impact the lives
of many around our community.

I once again offer my sincere con-
gratulations for a job well done. Happy
25th anniversary.

—————

HONORING FULBRIGHT SCHOLARS

(Mr. MAST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate the four Fulbright
scholarship recipients from Florida’s
18th Congressional District.

The Fulbright scholarship is a com-
petitive, merit-based grant program for
international educational exchange.
Each year, the program grants stu-
dents the opportunity to study, re-
search, or teach abroad.

Dr. Nancy Ackles of Juno Beach,
Amanda Fleming of West Palm Peach,
Dr. Jan Fritz of Palm City, and Laura
O’Connor of Jupiter are all recipients
of this prestigious honor.

Dr. Ackles will be traveling to Uz-
bekistan to teach English; Ms. Fleming
will be living in Asia, working to en-
hance communication with the Viet-
namese people; Dr. Fritz will be spend-
ing her time in Hungary as a sociology
scholar; and Ms. O’Connor will be
working in Spain as she teaches
English to the local community.

On behalf of the 18th Congressional
District of Florida, I want to again
congratulate these outstanding stu-
dents and scholars for receiving the
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