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CONGRATULATING COMMANDER
HUGGAN ON HIS CAREER

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate an exceptional member
of the United States Navy on the event
of his retirement, Commander Doug
Huggan.

On Friday, dJuly 14, Commander
Huggan completed his tour as the com-
manding officer of the Naval Support
Activity Florida. This caps a long and
distinguished career.

His service to the Navy started as an
E-6 airborne command pilot and has
taken him around the world, from the
European Command to Japan, and fi-
nally to Panama City.

While at NSA Panama City, Com-
mander Huggan led over 3,000 Active-
Duty and civilian personnel in per-
forming critical missions, including
surface warfare training, explosive ord-
nance disposal, salvage training, and
experimental diving.

His leadership over the last 2 years in
the Second District is a testament to
the core values instilled upon all those
who serve in the Navy.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in saying
thank you to Commander Huggan and
his family for their years of service and
sacrifice, and wish them luck as they
move on to enjoy a new chapter in
their life.

—————

NORTH KOREA IS A SLAVE
TRADER

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a
new soccer stadium in St. Petersburg,
a luxury apartment complex in Mos-
cow, all brought to Russia by North
Korean slaves. That is right. These
slaves get almost no wages, no holi-
days, with little food or sleep.

Little Kim not only enslaves his own
people at home, he runs an inter-
national slave trade. The slave net-
work brings in $2 billion to $3 billion
every year to the North Korean mili-
tary complex and helps little Kim
evade sanctions. This is state-spon-
sored human trafficking and slavery.

The slaves are not just sent to Rus-
sia. It is troublemakers like China and
Qatar, too, that are slave destinations.

Secretary Tillerson has called upon
all countries to fully implement U.N.
Security Council resolutions to sever
or downgrade diplomatic relations with
North Korea in order to financially iso-
late that country. It is time these
countries comply with the United Na-
tions resolutions, and we must send a
united message to North Korea: End
your slave trade and stop the saber rat-
tling.

And that is just the way it is.
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IF DONALD TRUMP, JR., WERE A
DEMOCRAT

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, if
Donald Trump, Jr., were a Democrat,
the media would be defending him for
doing what every campaign does: con-
ducting opposition research. The media
would be praising him for ending a
meeting when it became obvious there
was no evidence to back up an inform-
ant’s allegations. The media would be
pointing out that many countries’
leaders openly supported Barack
Obama for President, including those
from the United Kingdom, France,
Sweden, and Nicaragua.

Maybe the real crime is the media’s
double standard. In their irrational ob-
session with destroying the Trump
Presidency, the liberal media have for-
gotten journalism’s profound responsi-
bility: to be fair and objective.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:45 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 7 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BACON) at 4 o’clock and 45
minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

————

SERGEANT JOSEPH GEORGE
KUSICK VA COMMUNITY LIVING
CENTER

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2210) to designate the community
living center of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in Butler Township, But-
ler County, Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Ser-
geant Joseph George Kusick VA Com-
munity Living Center’’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2210

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Sergeant Joseph George Kusick of
Bruin, Pennsylvania, was assigned to the
command and control detachment of the 5th
Special Forces Group (Airborne) of the Army
during the Vietnam War.

(2) On November 8, 1967, Kusick distin-
guished himself by exceptionally valorous
actions while serving as a radio operator of
a special forces reconnaissance team on a
combat mission deep in hostile territory.

(3) During an enemy ambush, Kusick,
though seriously wounded, refused aid and
radioed the forward air controller to advise
him of the critical situation.

(4) While the team leader led a withdrawal
to a landing zone, Kusick maintained con-
tact with the controller and requested emer-
gency extraction.

(5) Realizing the importance of having a
radio operator on the ground to direct land-
ings, Kusick refused evacuation by the first
helicopter.

(6) After the second helicopter was shot
down, and in the midst of enemy fire, Kusick
continued to maintain radio contact and
called for a hoist extraction of the men still
remaining on the ground.

(7) The last helicopter, which Kusick
boarded, was shot down by intense Viet Cong
fire and crashed in flames, resulting in
Kusick’s death.

(8) On December 22, 1967, Kusick was post-
humously awarded the Silver Star Medal for
gallantry in action.

(9) The citation to accompany the award of
the Silver Star Medal stated that ‘‘Kusick’s
gallantry in action, at the cost of his life,
was in keeping with the highest traditions of
the military service and reflects great credit
upon himself, his unit, and the United States
Army’’.

SEC. 2. SERGEANT JOSEPH GEORGE KUSICK VA
COMMUNITY LIVING CENTER.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The community living
center of the Department of Veterans Affairs
in Butler Township, Butler County, Pennsyl-
vania, shall after the date of the enactment
of this Act be known and designated as the
‘“Sergeant Joseph George Kusick VA Com-
munity Living Center”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any
law, regulation, map, document, paper, or
other record of the United States to the com-
munity living center referred to in sub-
section (a) shall be deemed to be a reference
to the ‘‘Sergeant Joseph George Kusick VA
Community Living Center”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. DUNN) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 2210, a bill to designate the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Commu-
nity Living Center in Butler Township,
Pennsylvania, as the Sergeant Joseph
George Kusick VA Community Living
Center.
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Sergeant Kusick, a native of Bruin,
Pennsylvania, served in the TUnited
States Special Forces during the Viet-
nam war. During a combat mission,
deep in hostile territory, on November
8, 1967, Sergeant Kusick was seriously
wounded during an ambush by enemy
forces.

Wounded, yet refusing aid and initial
evacuation, he remained in the midst
of battle to help secure emergency ex-
traction for his fellow soldiers. The
helicopter that Sergeant Kusick finally
boarded was shot down by Viet Cong
fire and Sergeant Kusick’s life was
lost. He was just 22 years old.

Sergeant Kusick was posthumously
awarded the Silver Star for . . . gal-
lantry in action, at the cost of his life
. . . in keeping with the highest tradi-
tions of the military service and re-
flects great credit upon himself, his
unit, and the United States Army.”

It is only fitting and appropriate that
we honor Sergeant Kusick’s service and
sacrifice by naming the VA Butler
Healthcare’s Community Living Center
after him.

H.R. 2210 is sponsored by Congress-
man MIKE KELLY, from Pennsylvania,
and I am grateful to him for intro-
ducing it and allowing us to honor and
forever remember this great American
hero. This legislation satisfies all of
the committee’s naming criteria and,
as such, is supported by the entire
Pennsylvania congressional delegation,
as well as by many veterans service or-
ganizations.

Once again, I thank Congressman
KELLY for sponsoring this legislation,
and I urge all of my colleagues to join
me in supporting it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of H.R. 2210, a
bill to designate the Community Liv-
ing Center of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in Butler Township, But-
ler County, Pennsylvania, as the Ser-
geant Joseph George Kusick VA Com-
munity Living Center.

Sergeant Joseph George Kusick was
awarded the Silver Star for sacrificing
his life in an effort to ensure that as
many of his comrades as possible made
it home from Vietnam. The resulting
recovery effort was to be recorded by
the squadron as one of the largest and
most hazardous on record.

As a radio operator, Sergeant Kusick
served as the connection between the
5th Special Forces Group, who found
themselves under enemy ambush, and
the forward air controller charged with
coordinating their evacuation.

Although Sergeant Kusick was seri-
ously injured during the ambush, he re-
fused multiple offers to evacuate, ulti-
mately refusing two helicopters, only
to board a helicopter that was then
shot down by intense Viet Cong fire.

His bravery and sacrifice earned him
a posthumously awarded Silver Star
with the following citation: ‘‘Kusick’s
gallantry in action, at the cost of his
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life, was in keeping with the highest
traditions of the military service and
reflects great credit upon himself, his
unit, and the United States Army.”

Mr. Speaker, I salute Sergeant
Kusick for his selfless bravery, and I
support the passage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 10
minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. KELLY).

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in strong support
of H.R. 2210. This bill will designate the
Department of Veterans Affairs Com-
munity Living Center in my hometown
of Butler, Pennsylvania, as the Ser-
geant Joseph George Kusick VA Com-
munity Living Center.

This is something you have heard al-
ready, but I want you to understand
something, and if we can look for a
minute outside of the people’s House
into thinking of who we actually are as
a people. This is a young guy, 22 years
old, at the very beginning of his life. At
a time when most of us are looking for-
ward to so many great things hap-
pening to us, he put himself in harm’s
way.

Now, when you think of what Ser-
geant Kusick did, it is incredible that
this young man, on a hillside in Viet-
nam under heavy Viet Cong fire, and
being seriously wounded himself, when
asked: Listen, Sergeant, get on the hel-
icopter. We can get you out of there.

He said: ‘“No, because if I leave, my
comrades cannot be saved.” What an
incredible place to put yourself in, a 22-
yvear-old who just a couple of years ear-
lier was in Butler, Pennsylvania, en-
joying all that life has to offer, and all
of the potential of that life, and put-
ting the welfare of others and the safe-
ty of others before himself. That is an
incredible position to put yourself in.

We have already talked about the
medal that Sergeant Kusick was given,
and what it meant to everybody. But
there is just so much about Sergeant
Kusick, and all of these veterans, and
all of these folks who have put them-
selves in harm’s way. The one thing
that comes out all the time is, there is
no place quite as unique as the United
States of America; there is nothing
quite as unique as our men and women
in uniform; there is nothing quite as
unique as people who are willing to put
themselves second and put the lives
and safety of others first.

That is just not something people
normally do. Sergeant Kusick did that
on that hillside, seriously wounded,
working on the radios. He knew that if
he didn’t stay, the other people
wouldn’t get extracted. He stayed
there, under heavy enemy fire, and
watched what was going on, watched
the helicopters come in to extract his
teammates.

And I think of it all the time: Where
do people like Sergeant Kusick come
from? And do you know where they
come from? They come from all of
these small towns and cities across
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America. They don’t think of them-
selves as being unique. They don’t
think of their sacrifice as being excep-
tional. They don’t think of what they
have done as being out of the ordinary
because it is just who we are as Ameri-
cans.

As I think about these things, I am
called to bring out something that I
have read, and this is in a different war
at a different time. It is a dedication
stone at the Korean War Memorial, not
too far from our Nation’s steps. At the
point of the triangle leading to the
American flag is a dedication which
reads: ‘‘Our Nation honors her sons and
daughters who answered the call to de-
fend a country they never knew and a
people they never met.”

A country they never knew, and a
people they never met, and they put
their life on the line to defend those
lives. That is incredible. I would just
suggest to people, you can go around
this world and hunt for other people
like this, and you will find them, but
you will not find them in as great num-
bers as you find right here in the
United States of America.

I don’t know if Sergeant Kusick was
a Republican or a Democrat. I don’t
know how he voted. I knew where he
grew up, because that is where I grew
up. I knew who he was because he is
from the same area I am from. The
only difference in all of us may be the
town we grew up and our last name,
but the rest of it is all the same.

The same blood that coursed through
Sergeant Kusick’s veins is the same
blood that courses through all of our
veins. And he was so willing, so willing
to sacrifice his life for saving others.
Well, this didn’t happen by chance. I
have got to tell you that what we are
doing today to honor Sergeant Kusick
was due to the work of The American
Legion, the Disabled American Vet-
erans, the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
and especially the tireless effort of the
Third Congressional District Military-
Veterans Advocacy group, and my
friend, Sergeant Art Greathead, who
tirelessly did the research on this.

We ran through all of the things we
have to run through, and for those
folks who don’t know, this is not an
easy thing to do. This is hard work to
get this done, to honor a hero. But that
work was done by all of these folks in
a way of saying ‘‘thank you’ to one of
America’s fallen heros; ‘‘thank you’ to
one of American’s heros who has been
long forgotten in some circles, but not
back home.

We remember Sergeant Kusick. We
honor Sergeant Kusick. We thank him
for his sacrifice, and we point to a
country that is forever grateful to our
women and men in uniform for the
great sacrifice that they make. But I
want to go back to one other thing: 22
years old. Twenty-two, at a time when
life is just starting, never again to be
able to celebrate a birthday; never
again to celebrate Christmas, or
Thanksgiving; never again to celebrate
a family reunion, but forever lost—but
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lost for a good reason. He gave his life
so that others may survive.

The way they were able to identify
Sergeant Kusick’s remains—by the
way, the helicopter he finally got in
after everybody else would have been
extracted was shot down, went down in
flames. There were dog tags on two of
the remains that were recovered. The
other body that was recovered did not
have dog tags on, but do you know
what Sergeant Kusick had? He had his
radio pack.

To the very end, Sergeant Kusick
was doing what he was required to do
and what he wanted to do, and he not
only gave up his life but gave up his en-
tire future.

I can’t tell you how much I appre-
ciate this, and I can’t tell you how
much this means to the people of But-
ler, Pennsylvania, but more than any-
thing else, to Sergeant Kusick for the
sacrifice of a life.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I associate myself with the remarks
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. I
am very thankful that the gentleman
has brought Congress’ attention to Ser-
geant Kusick’s deed on behalf of our
Nation. I was reflecting on his youth,
22 years old, and to think that so many
younger, his age, step forward to de-
fend our Nation and to give up their
lives.

I think it is well for all of us in this
Chamber to reflect on that sacrifice as
we struggle to reach across the aisle
and to come to agreement to serve our
country, to note the ultimate sacrifice
that they put forward. I thank you
very much for the effort you have
taken to remember a great American
hero.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further speak-
ers, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the gentleman—our colleagues—
for his kind comments, and also espe-
cially Representative KELLY for bring-
ing forward this outstanding bill. I en-
courage all Members to support this
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. DUNN)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 2210.

The question was taken.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.
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GRANTING CONSENT AND AP-
PROVAL OF CONGRESS TO
AMEND WASHINGTON AREA

TRANSIT REGULATION COMPACT

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 92) granting
the consent and approval of Congress
for the Commonwealth of Virginia, the
State of Maryland, and the District of
Columbia to amend the Washington
Area Transit Regulation Compact.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The text of the joint resolution is as
follows:

H.J. RES. 92

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Congress in title III of the Fixing Amer-
ica’s Surface Transportation Act (section
3026, Public Law 114-94) provided sole author-
ity to the Secretary of Transportation to ap-
point Federal Directors to the Board of Di-
rectors of the Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority and required the signa-
tory parties to the Compact to amend the
Compact as necessary.

(2) Legislation enacted by the State of
Maryland, the Commonwealth of Virginia,
and the District of Columbia contains the
amendments to the Washington Metropoli-
tan Area Transit Regulation Compact pursu-
ant to section 3026(b) of the Fixing America’s
Surface Transportation Act (Public Law 114-
94).

SEC. 2. CONSENT OF CONGRESS TO COMPACT
AMENDMENTS.

(a) CONSENT.—Consent of Congress is given
to the amendments of the State of Maryland,
the amendments of the Commonwealth of
Virginia, and the amendments of the District
of Columbia to section 5, of title III of the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Reg-
ulation Compact.

(b) AMENDMENTS.—The amendments re-
ferred to in subsection (a) amending section
5 of such Compact are substantially as fol-
lows:

‘‘(a) The Authority shall be governed by a
Board of eight Directors consisting of two
Directors for each Signatory and two for the
Federal Government (one of whom shall be a
regular passenger and customer of the bus or
rail service of the Authority). For Virginia,
the Directors shall be appointed by the
Northern Virginia Transportation Commis-
sion; for the District of Columbia by the
Council of the District of Columbia; for
Maryland, by the Washington Suburban
Transit Commission; and for the Federal
Government, by the Secretary of the United
States Department of Transportation. For
Virginia and Maryland, the Directors shall
be appointed from among the members of the
appointing body, except as otherwise pro-
vided herein, and shall serve for a term coin-
cident with their term on the appointing
body. A Director for a Signatory may be re-
moved or suspended from office only as pro-
vided by the law of the Signatory from which
he was appointed. The non-Federal appoint-
ing authorities shall also appoint an alter-
nate for each Director. In addition, the Sec-
retary of the United States Department of
Transportation shall also appoint two non-
voting members who shall serve as the alter-
nates for the Federal Directors. An alternate
Director may act only in the absence of the
Director for whom he has been appointed an
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alternate, except that, in the case of the Dis-
trict of Columbia where only one Director
and his alternate are present, such alternate
may act on behalf of the absent Director.
Each alternate, including the Federal non-
voting Directors, shall serve at the pleasure
of the appointing authority. In the event of
a vacancy in the Office of Director or alter-
nate, it shall be filled in the same manner as
an original appointment.

‘“(b) Before entering upon the duties of his
office each Director and alternate director
shall take and subscribe to the following
oath (or affirmation) of office or any such
other oath or affirmation, if any, as the Con-
stitution or laws of the Government he rep-
resents shall provide: ‘I,

, here-
by solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the
United States and the Constitution and Laws
of the state or political jurisdiction from
which I was appointed as a Director (alter-
nate director) of the Board of Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority and
will faithfully discharge the duties of the of-
fice upon which I am about to enter.’.””.

SEC. 3. RIGHT TO ALTER, AMEND, OR REPEAL.

The right to alter, amend, or repeal this
joint resolution is expressly reserved. The
consent granted by this joint resolution
shall not be construed as impairing or in any
manner affecting any right or jurisdiction of
the United States in and over the region that
forms the subject of the Compact.

SEC. 4. CONSTRUCTION AND SEVERABILITY.

It is intended that the provisions of this
Compact shall be reasonably and liberally
construed to effectuate the purposes thereof.
If any part or application of this Compact, or
legislation enabling the Compact, is held in-
valid, the remainder of the Compact or its
application to other situations or persons
shall not be affected.

SEC. 5. INCONSISTENCY OF LANGUAGE.

The validity of this Compact shall not be
affected by any insubstantial differences in
its form or language as adopted by the State
of Maryland, the Commonwealth of Virginia,
and the District of Columbia.

SEC. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This joint resolution shall take effect on
the date of enactment of this joint resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COL-
LINS of New York). Pursuant to the
rule, the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
GOODLATTE) and the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. RASKIN) each will con-
trol 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on H.J.
Res. 92, currently under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.J. Res. 92, introduced
by my Virginia colleague, Representa-
tive COMSTOCK, concerns the Wash-
ington-area transit system. The resolu-
tion makes needed administrative
amendments to the longstanding Wash-
ington Metropolitan Area Transit Reg-
ulation Compact.
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