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represent the best interests of the citi-
zens of the United States.
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Modernization should continue to be
our goal, and Congress can get there
without jeopardizing control and safety
of our national airspace.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues and the President to mod-
ernize our airspace while making sure
that it remains the safest and most ac-
cessible in the world.

———

RECOGNIZING APPOINTEES TO
MILITARY SERVICE ACADEMIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. FARENTHOLD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker,
every year, I have the pleasure of
nominating outstanding young men
and women from the 27th Congres-
sional District of Texas to the United
States military service academies.

Recently, I held a lunch for this
year’s ten appointees and their fami-
lies, who have received an appointment
to one of the five service academies. I
enjoyed visiting with these young folks
and their families and would like to
recognize each of them for their com-
mitment to protect our great Nation.

They are:

Jose Aguirre, from Corpus Christi,
Texas, a 2017 graduate of Foy H. Moody
High School, who will attend the
United States Naval Academy;

Aaron Jeffrey Frahm, from Corpus
Christi, Texas, a 2017 graduate from
Marine Military Academy, who will at-
tend the United States Merchant Ma-
rine Academy;

Specialist David Zane Ledbetter,
United States Army, from Victoria,
Texas, a graduate of Victoria West
High School, who will attend the U.S.
Military Academy, West Point;

Kaila Celiene Lusson, from Corpus
Christi, Texas, a 2017 graduate of
Aviano High School, Aviano Air Base,
Italy, who will attend the Air Force
Academy;

Caleb Michael McCann, from Sinton,
Texas, a 2016 graduate of Flour Bluff
High School, who will attend the Air
Force Academy;

John T. McNiff, from Corpus Christi,
Texas, a 2017 graduate of Incarnate
Word Academy, who will attend the
U.S. Coast Guard Academy;

Kalista Courtney Schauer, from Cor-
pus Christi, Texas, a 2017 graduate of
Richard King High School, who will at-
tend the U.S. Military Academy, West
Point;

Clayton Daley Thompson, from Cor-
pus Christi, Texas, a 2016 graduate of
Flour Bluff High School, who will at-
tend the United States Naval Academy;

Cassandra Hamer, from Corpus Chris-
ti, Texas, a 2017 graduate of Richard
King High School, who will attend the
U.S. Coast Guard Academy; and

Josh Smith, from Victoria, Texas, a
2017 graduate of Victoria West High
School, who will attend the United
States Air Force Academy.
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Each of them brings great pride to all
of us in the 27th District of Texas. I
wish them the best of luck in their
academies, and I look forward to hear-
ing great things about their service to
our Nation.

RECOGNIZING DREW SCOTT

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I
was walking along the Cannon tunnel
and was looking at all of the art from
the Congressional Art Competition. As
Members know, each year, thousands
of high school students from every con-
gressional district submit their art-
work to their Member of Congress for
the annual Congressional Art Competi-
tion. Helping inspire these young peo-
ple to become active in the things they
are passionate about, like art, is one of
my favorite parts of my job.

Today, I would like to recognize
Drew Scott, the winner of this year’s
Congressional Art Competition for the
27th District of Texas. She is a junior
at Rockport-Fulton High School, and
she won this year’s contest with an
original colored pencil drawing ‘‘Com-
plimentary Calico.” It is a drawing of
one of her friend’s cats.

Earlier this year, I visited Rockport-
Fulton High School to announce Drew
as the winner, and I recently had the
pleasure of hosting Drew and her fam-
ily when they traveled to Washington
for the unveiling of her artwork in the
Cannon tunnel.

I thank everyone who submitted
their artwork for this year’s competi-
tion. It was an extremely hard decision
for the judges. And congratulations to
Drew. I look forward to seeing next
year’s entrants. I would like to encour-
age all high school students to partici-
pate in this wonderful opportunity.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 18
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. FERGUSON) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

Strengthen the constitutional com-
mitments of the Members of this peo-
ple’s House as they return to the Cap-
itol today. Guide and sustain them in
Your wisdom and inspire all, especially
those in leadership, with the insights
needed to assist our Nation at this
time.

During these warm days of summer,
may the discourse on the floor and in
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committees be noted more for light
than heat, that the important work to
be done might redound to the benefit of
all Americans.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

HOUSE OVERWHELMINGLY PASSES
THE NATIONAL DEFENSE AU-
THORIZATION ACT

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last week the House of Rep-
resentatives overwhelmingly passed
the National Defense Authorization
Act with a bipartisan vote of 344-81.
This bill represents a strong commit-
ment to enacting accounting reforms
and rebuilding our military.

As chairman of the House Armed
Services Subcommittee on Readiness, I
am grateful that this bill modernizes
our forces and begins to close the read-
iness gap facing our servicemembers,
fulfilling President Donald Trump’s
pledge to rebuild the American mili-
tary.

This legislation also supports mili-
tary families by providing the largest
pay raise in 8 years and by giving mili-
tary families greater flexibility when
relocating during the school year.

The primary function of the national
government is to provide for our na-
tional defense, to ensure that our serv-
icemembers have the training, equip-
ment, and resources they mneed to
achieve the goal as established by Sen-
ator Barry Goldwater, “Why Not Vic-
tory.”

I appreciate the determined leader-
ship of Chairman MAC THORNBERRY,
and I look forward to continuing to
work with him to advance the legisla-
tion through the conference process.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.
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CONGRATULATING COMMANDER
HUGGAN ON HIS CAREER

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate an exceptional member
of the United States Navy on the event
of his retirement, Commander Doug
Huggan.

On Friday, dJuly 14, Commander
Huggan completed his tour as the com-
manding officer of the Naval Support
Activity Florida. This caps a long and
distinguished career.

His service to the Navy started as an
E-6 airborne command pilot and has
taken him around the world, from the
European Command to Japan, and fi-
nally to Panama City.

While at NSA Panama City, Com-
mander Huggan led over 3,000 Active-
Duty and civilian personnel in per-
forming critical missions, including
surface warfare training, explosive ord-
nance disposal, salvage training, and
experimental diving.

His leadership over the last 2 years in
the Second District is a testament to
the core values instilled upon all those
who serve in the Navy.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in saying
thank you to Commander Huggan and
his family for their years of service and
sacrifice, and wish them luck as they
move on to enjoy a new chapter in
their life.

—————

NORTH KOREA IS A SLAVE
TRADER

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a
new soccer stadium in St. Petersburg,
a luxury apartment complex in Mos-
cow, all brought to Russia by North
Korean slaves. That is right. These
slaves get almost no wages, no holi-
days, with little food or sleep.

Little Kim not only enslaves his own
people at home, he runs an inter-
national slave trade. The slave net-
work brings in $2 billion to $3 billion
every year to the North Korean mili-
tary complex and helps little Kim
evade sanctions. This is state-spon-
sored human trafficking and slavery.

The slaves are not just sent to Rus-
sia. It is troublemakers like China and
Qatar, too, that are slave destinations.

Secretary Tillerson has called upon
all countries to fully implement U.N.
Security Council resolutions to sever
or downgrade diplomatic relations with
North Korea in order to financially iso-
late that country. It is time these
countries comply with the United Na-
tions resolutions, and we must send a
united message to North Korea: End
your slave trade and stop the saber rat-
tling.

And that is just the way it is.
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IF DONALD TRUMP, JR., WERE A
DEMOCRAT

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, if
Donald Trump, Jr., were a Democrat,
the media would be defending him for
doing what every campaign does: con-
ducting opposition research. The media
would be praising him for ending a
meeting when it became obvious there
was no evidence to back up an inform-
ant’s allegations. The media would be
pointing out that many countries’
leaders openly supported Barack
Obama for President, including those
from the United Kingdom, France,
Sweden, and Nicaragua.

Maybe the real crime is the media’s
double standard. In their irrational ob-
session with destroying the Trump
Presidency, the liberal media have for-
gotten journalism’s profound responsi-
bility: to be fair and objective.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:45 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 7 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BACON) at 4 o’clock and 45
minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

————

SERGEANT JOSEPH GEORGE
KUSICK VA COMMUNITY LIVING
CENTER

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2210) to designate the community
living center of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in Butler Township, But-
ler County, Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Ser-
geant Joseph George Kusick VA Com-
munity Living Center’’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2210

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

July 17, 2017

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Sergeant Joseph George Kusick of
Bruin, Pennsylvania, was assigned to the
command and control detachment of the 5th
Special Forces Group (Airborne) of the Army
during the Vietnam War.

(2) On November 8, 1967, Kusick distin-
guished himself by exceptionally valorous
actions while serving as a radio operator of
a special forces reconnaissance team on a
combat mission deep in hostile territory.

(3) During an enemy ambush, Kusick,
though seriously wounded, refused aid and
radioed the forward air controller to advise
him of the critical situation.

(4) While the team leader led a withdrawal
to a landing zone, Kusick maintained con-
tact with the controller and requested emer-
gency extraction.

(5) Realizing the importance of having a
radio operator on the ground to direct land-
ings, Kusick refused evacuation by the first
helicopter.

(6) After the second helicopter was shot
down, and in the midst of enemy fire, Kusick
continued to maintain radio contact and
called for a hoist extraction of the men still
remaining on the ground.

(7) The last helicopter, which Kusick
boarded, was shot down by intense Viet Cong
fire and crashed in flames, resulting in
Kusick’s death.

(8) On December 22, 1967, Kusick was post-
humously awarded the Silver Star Medal for
gallantry in action.

(9) The citation to accompany the award of
the Silver Star Medal stated that ‘‘Kusick’s
gallantry in action, at the cost of his life,
was in keeping with the highest traditions of
the military service and reflects great credit
upon himself, his unit, and the United States
Army’’.

SEC. 2. SERGEANT JOSEPH GEORGE KUSICK VA
COMMUNITY LIVING CENTER.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The community living
center of the Department of Veterans Affairs
in Butler Township, Butler County, Pennsyl-
vania, shall after the date of the enactment
of this Act be known and designated as the
‘“Sergeant Joseph George Kusick VA Com-
munity Living Center”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any
law, regulation, map, document, paper, or
other record of the United States to the com-
munity living center referred to in sub-
section (a) shall be deemed to be a reference
to the ‘‘Sergeant Joseph George Kusick VA
Community Living Center”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. DUNN) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 2210, a bill to designate the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Commu-
nity Living Center in Butler Township,
Pennsylvania, as the Sergeant Joseph
George Kusick VA Community Living
Center.
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