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growth agenda under new leadership on
the other end of Pennsylvania Avenue.
In God We Trust.

FUNDING OUR PORTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, during
this last Presidential election year,
there was a tremendous amount of dis-
cussion about the Nation’s infrastruc-
ture and the need for investment to
make America more competitive and
move goods and our citizens more effi-
ciently.

There wasn’t a lot of particular dis-
cussion about ports, but they are an in-
credibly important part of our infra-
structure. More than $470 billion of ex-
ports went through America’s ports.
Three-quarters of our exports are wa-
terborne through these ports around
the United States.

Now, the Corps of Engineers says
that, of our 59 busiest ports depicted
here, they are fully available less than
35 percent of the time, and that is even
before we begin to deal with the larger
cargo ships that are going to be coming
through the expanded Panama Canal to
the Southeast and other ports in the
United States, and that is because of a
lack of funding.

Now, obviously, that is a very dif-
ficult problem. We are estimating
about a $20 billion shortfall over the
next 10 years in funding. Where, oh
where, could Congress find that
money? Actually, we already have it.

Now, Congress, in its wisdom in 1986,
with the cooperation and consent of
shipping interests, imposed a tax, an ad
valorem tax, on the value of imports. It
is a very small tax, but it adds slightly
to the cost of any good that any Amer-
ican buys every day that is imported.

Now, Americans are paying the tax
and Congress is stealing the money.
Yep, that is true—for stupid purposes,
no less. We are pretending to make the
deficit smaller by collecting twice as
much tax as we invest in our ports.

Meantime, we are forgoing the in-
vestment that is needed in those ports
to become even more efficient and
more competitive in the world econ-
omy. Congress is collecting the tax, yet
the Budget Committee and the appro-
priators here in the Republican House
are saying: Let’s hide that money over
here. We will put it in the Treasury
harbor maintenance trust fund. Don’t
worry. It’s there. Some day we might
spend it.

Nine billion dollars today—$9 bil-
lion—that would address half of the
long-term shortfall in our ports. This
could be an incredible boon for ship-
pers, for American competitiveness,
and for jobs in this country. We don’t
have to levy a new tax. All we have to
do is spend the tax that is being col-
lected from the American people by
jacking up the price of imported goods
for the purpose for which it is lawfully
intended.
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Now, the appropriators don’t like it
because, hey, they don’t get to mess
around with it, and the Budget Com-
mittee doesn’t like it because that
means they either have to look like
they have another half a billion dollars
a year of deficit or they would have to
raise some funds somewhere else to
spend somewhere else.

But the point is this money should be
spent as intended. So today I am send-
ing a letter to President-elect Trump.
He has said time and time again he
wants to invest in our infrastructure.
Obviously, it is going to be a little
longer term before we get to surface
because we are going to have to raise
additional revenues there to deal with
our crumbling roads, bridges, and tran-
sit systems.

But for our ports, we don’t have to
wait. Day one, he can send a message
to Congress saying: Hey, get off your
butts down there and spend that money
for the purpose for which the tax was
collected. Stop gouging the American
taxpayers and shorting our ports.

It’s time to do things a little dif-
ferently around here, and I am hopeful
that the President perhaps will tweet
about this and get some action out of
the Republican majority like he did
yesterday in reversing them on a rath-
er drastic change to the rules of the
House.

————

RELIEF FROM EXCESSIVE
EXECUTIVE ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WEBSTER of Florida). The Chair recog-
nizes the gentlewoman from Missouri
(Mrs. WAGNER) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, for the
past 8 years, President Barack Obama
has used his pen and phone to create a
fourth branch of government that over-
reaches through executive orders and
Federal rules and regulations. But
today is a new day—a day when this
Congress begins to dismantle this
fourth branch of government and drain
the swamp in Washington.

Through the entirety of this Presi-
dent’s administration, Republicans
have fought against out-of-control
growth of Federal bureaucracy and
rules and regulations that have suffo-
cated the American economy. The last
time I checked, the President’s job was
to enforce existing laws and work with
the elected Members of Congress whose
responsibility it is to pass laws as the
people’s representatives. Instead, I be-
lieve he has undermined not only our
Constitution but also the American
people through this executive power
grab.

It is time to get rid of the Wash-
ington-knows-best, top-down, one-size-
fits-all rules like the EPA’s waters of
the U.S., the Clean Power Plan, the De-
partment of Labor’s overtime rule and
restrictions on your retirement sav-
ings. These regulations have con-
sequences, and what these bureaucrats
do have, consequences. In 2015 alone,
the Federal Government leveled 3,400
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regulations on Americans. Those regu-
lations cost us $1.9 trillion in lost pro-
ductivity and growth—a cost of $15,000
per American household.

Now, for the first time during my
tenure serving the Second Congres-
sional District of Missouri, Congress
has a unique opportunity. This week
we will pass a bill that I have had the
pleasure of cosponsoring and voted for
twice before—the REINS Act, and I ex-
pect it to become law. The REINS Act
puts power back in the hands of the
people as Congress—the people’s
House—can implement an up-or-down
vote on any new major rule before they
can take effect. Congress should decide
what rules are necessary for our con-
stituents—not unelected bureaucrats.

We will also pass this week the Mid-
night Rules Relief Act which will allow
Congress to stop the Obama adminis-
tration’s last minute regulations from
taking effect as they turn out the
lights and head out the door.

The American people spoke loud and
clear: They want results. They are
tired of working harder for less money
and tired of wondering how they will
make ends meet at the end of every
month. They have had enough and are
tired of the constant chipping away of
their freedoms.

Taken together, these two bills clear-
ly demonstrate that this Republican
Congress is unified and will work with
President-elect Trump to help alleviate
the day-to-day burdens felt by Ameri-
cans across the country. By passing
these bills, we are demonstrating that
we are listening to our constituents
and we are telling them that their
elected representatives are in charge,
not Washington bureaucrats.

————
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DON'T ABANDON AMERICANS IN
NEED OF HEALTH CARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to share the story of Mary and
her son, two of my constituents from
the Lakeview community of Chicago.
Mary wrote to me on her son’s behalf,
expressing their deep appreciation for
the Affordable Care Act and what the
law has meant for their family.

In 2001, Mary’s son was diagnosed
with a rare autoimmune disease called
Addison’s disease. It occurs when your
body produces insufficient amounts of
certain hormones produced by your ad-
renal glands. When left untreated,
Addison’s disease can be life-threat-
ening.

At the time of his diagnosis, Mary’s
son was fully insured through his em-
ployer. Then, in 2011, Mary’s son left
his employer to pursue the American
Dream of entrepreneurship and start a
small business on his own. Leaving his
employer to bravely chase the Amer-
ican Dream meant leaving behind his
insurance coverage, too. He did not an-
ticipate being denied coverage due to a
preexisting condition.
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Up to this point, because of treat-
ment covered by his insurance plan, he
had been able to work to provide for
himself and to live independently. As
he got his new business off the ground,
he went uninsured and, as a result, en-
countered several crises with his
health. He avoided going to the doctor
due to high costs and eventually ended
up in the emergency room. As we all
know, preventable emergency visits are
a major contributor to the overall high
healthcare costs that harm the entire
system.

Thanks to the President and Con-
gress passing the Affordable Care Act,
Mary’s son was finally able to obtain
affordable care when the health insur-
ance marketplace first opened in Octo-
ber 2013.

Mary wrote me to share her son’s
story. He is one of tens of millions of
Americans who have directly benefited
from the ACA’s improvements to cov-
erage, consumer protections, costs, and
quality. Today, Mary is fearful of what
the repeal of ACA will mean for her
son.

Unfortunately, despite having 7 years
to produce an alternative, the majority
has failed to offer a true replacement.
And what about the parts of the ACA
that share bipartisan popularity?

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle and the President-elect insist
they will craft a plan that maintains
popular parts of the law, while reject-
ing the less popular components. Of
course, that sounds great, but there is
one real problem: they have offered ab-
solutely no way to pay for any of it.

In reality, repeal and replace is more
simply repeal and go back to before—
tearing down a much-needed house be-
fore a new one is built, back to a time
when 47 million Americans—nearly 18
percent of the population—were unin-
sured. Mary’s son and countless others
like him cannot afford to go back in
time. Repealing ACA will leave 20 mil-
lion Americans, including her son,
without affordable health insurance,
effectively disrupting their care and
potentially putting their lives at risk.

To remind us all of the high stakes
riding on the ACA repeal, Mary wrote,
saying: ‘“As a former Republican and
now an Independent voter, I am speak-
ing from my heart. The 2016 election
result has me truly frightened for the
health of my son and for my husband
and me.”

Repealing the Affordable Care Act
will create a chaotic situation that will
put real lives in danger. We all share in
the responsibility to protect the health
care of all Americans. Empty rhetoric
of repealing the ACA is dangerous, but
when transformed into real legislative
action, it can be catastrophic for the
constituents that elected us to serve
and represent them in this body.

On behalf of Mary’s son and other
Americans in districts across the coun-
try, I urge my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle to abandon their ef-
forts to strip health care from those
who need it and, instead, work with us
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to make our country a healthier place
for all.

FAIRCHILD CHALLENGE PROGRAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize an innovative
educational program in my south Flor-
ida community called the Fairchild
Challenge.

As a nonprofit founded in 2002, this
no-cost, environment-focused annual
competition based at the world-re-
nowned Fairchild Tropical Botanic
Garden, located in my district, invites
students from around the world to par-
ticipate from a young age as active and
thoughtful members of society.

The Fairchild Challenge focuses at-
tention on conservation of the environ-
ment, while introducing students to
the importance of STEM: science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics.

In the 2014-2015 school year, over
153,000 participants were involved in
the program. High-performing schools
are eligible for cash prizes, while par-
ticipating students may earn college
scholarships.

Through innovative programs like
the Fairchild Challenge, students are
sure to be conscious of the benefits of
conserving our environment and may
more readily engage in the STEM
fields that will better prepare them for
the future.

Congratulations to all the student
participants of the Fairchild Chal-
lenge. Hats off especially to the board
members, staff, and the many volun-
teers of the Fairchild Tropical Botanic
Garden, and most especially to Mr. and
Mrs. Greer, the heart and soul of these
beautiful botanical gardens.

——

HONORING THE LIFE OF CLYDE
HOLLOWAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. ABRAHAM) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of a true serv-
ant of the people. Many knew him as a
former schoolbus driver, the chairman
of the Louisiana Public Service Com-
mission, or a successful nursery owner
in Forest Hill, Louisiana.

Some of you here today knew him as
former Congressman Clyde Holloway.
Mr. Holloway was one of the first Re-
publicans in Louisiana to be elected to
Congress since Reconstruction. Serving
from 1986 to 1993, Mr. Holloway was a
trailblazer for other Republican law-
makers in our great State.

On August 16, 2016, I, along with
many Louisianans, were saddened to
hear of the news of Mr. Holloway’s
passing. Clyde left a legacy among his
constituents of always looking out and
representing their best interests.

I stand before you today to pay trib-
ute to Mr. Holloway and the life he
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lived. He fought the good fight. He fin-
ished his course. I urge you today to
join me and my constituents in hon-
oring the life of Clyde Holloway by
charting our course to lead and rep-
resent the best interests of the people
who entrusted their leadership to us
today.
HONORING THE LIFE OF BOBBY SMITH

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to a man whose
life was a living definition of courage.

In 1986, working as a Liouisiana State
trooper, Bobby Smith, from Buckeye,
Louisiana, was shot in the face and
blinded in the line of duty. He not only
lost his sight, but also lost the career
that he deeply loved.

Never one to succumb to adversity,
Bobby earned a Ph.D., authored books,
and set out on a path of helping others.
In 2001, he organized the Foundation
for Officers Recovering from Trau-
matic Events. This foundation helped
provide training and counseling to law
enforcement individuals, firefighters,
emergency services personnel, and
their families going through tough
times from various traumatic events.

Bobby’s will to help others would
carry him through his personal chal-
lenges as he traveled across the United
States and throughout the world lit-
erally sharing his story and lifting up
others. Before his death in October of
this year, Mr. Smith had addressed and
touched the lives of over 1 million peo-
ple.

Many who knew Bobby would often
hear him say, ‘I see. I see.” Today, as
we remember Bobby Smith, let us not
be blinded by our own tragedies, adver-
sities, and obstacles in our lives, but
let us also have the courage that Bobby
had to look beyond and see the beauty
of life and see the good in others.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF LANDON
WEAVER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today with a heavy
heart to mourn the loss of Pennsyl-
vania State Trooper Landon Weaver,
who was Kkilled in the line of duty on
Friday, December 30.

Trooper Weaver had been on patrol
for 1 year with the Pennsylvania State
Police. He was investigating a domes-
tic incident in Juniata Township, Hun-
tingdon County, in Pennsylvania’s
Fifth District, when the situation
turned deadly and he was fatally shot
by the suspect. Flags throughout Penn-
sylvania are flying at half-staff in
honor of Trooper Weaver being taken
from us too soon.

I rise today to speak about who
Trooper Landon Weaver was: a son, a
brother, a husband, a friend, a hero.

Trooper Weaver’s law enforcement
career had just begun. He was 23 years
old, and he married his high school
sweetheart, Macy, in June. They grad-
uated from Central High School in
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