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Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, briefly,
the bill is identical to H.R. 2009, which
passed in the 114th Congress by voice
vote. That is why, as well as what we
have heard today, I urge quick adop-
tion of this legislation once again.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I urge
adoption of this legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
LAHooOD) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1404.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF
THE INTERIOR TO ACQUIRE CER-
TAIN PROPERTY RELATED TO
THE FORT SCOTT NATIONAL HIS-
TORIC SITE

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1541) to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to acquire certain prop-
erty related to the Fort Scott National
Historic Site in Fort Scott, Kansas,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1541

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION TO ACQUIRE LU-
NETTE BLAIR.

The Act entitled ‘“An Act to authorize es-
tablishment of the Fort Scott National His-
toric Site, Kansas, and for other purposes.”’,
approved October 19, 1978 (Public Law 95-484)
is amended—

(1) in the first section—

(A) by inserting ‘“‘only”’ after ‘‘donation’’;
and

(B) by striking ‘‘: Provided, that the build-
ings so acquired shall not include the struc-
ture known as ‘Lunette Blair’”’; and

(2) in section 2—

(A) by striking ‘“When the site of”’ and in-
serting ‘‘(a) When the site of”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘“‘(b) The boundary of the Fort Scott Na-
tional Historic Site established under sub-
section (a) is modified as generally depicted
on the map referred to as ‘Fort Scott Na-
tional Historic Site Proposed Boundary
Modification’, numbered 471/80,057C, and
dated February 2017.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. LAHOOD) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. PANETTA) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 1541, sponsored by the gentle-
woman from Kansas (Ms. JENKINS), re-
moves the statutory prohibition pre-
venting the Secretary of the Interior
from acquiring a structure known as
the Lunette Blair blockhouse and in-
cluding the structure in the boundary
of the Fort Scott National Historic
Site.

Congress initially deemed the Lu-
nette Blair blockhouse anachronistic
and excluded the structure from the
boundaries of the Fort Scott National
Historic Site. The National Park Serv-
ice now wants to add the blockhouse to
expand the interpretation of the site
and to demonstrate its different roles
throughout American history. The pri-
vate citizens that currently maintain
the blockhouse would like to donate
the structure to the National Park
Service.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support preservation of this unique
piece of Kansas’ heritage, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1541 authorizes the
National Park Service to expand the
boundary of the Fort Scott National
Historic Site in Fort Scott, Kansas.
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Fort Scott was designated as a Na-
tional Historic Landmark back in 1964.
Eight years later, in 1972, Congress es-
tablished the site as a unit of the Na-
tional Park Service ‘“‘to commemorate
the significant role played by Fort
Scott in the opening of the West, as
well as the Civil War and strife in the
State of Kansas that preceded it.”

The site is currently a modest 16
acres. The additions authorized by this
bill will add approximately 3.8 acres to
the park. The properties to be added in-
clude the only intact Civil War era
building, Civil War entrenchments and
fortifications, and home sites of the
first African-American families who
settled in the area after the war.

Preserving the story of freedom on
the frontier is an important goal, and I
urge my colleagues to vote for this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I note
that the sponsor, Ms. JENKINS, was un-
able to be here to speak in support of
her bill. She was unavoidably detained
in her district due to a flight cancella-
tion today. However, I have her state-
ment in strong support of the measure.
On her behalf, I urge adoption of the
measure.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. JENKINS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of H.R. 1541, legislation that would
strike a prohibition in the Fort Scott National
Historic Site’s enabling law that prohibited the

H5407

incorporation of the structure known as the Lu-
nette Blair blockhouse into the site’s formation.

Fortunately, the blockhouse still sits right
across the street from the historic site, where,
under the future care of the National Park
Service, it can remain on display in perpetuity
without disrupting the grounds’ antebellum
view shed, successfully linking the site’s fron-
tier fort structures with the community’s Civil
War legacy.

Located in the historic town of Fort Scott,
Kansas, the Fort Scott National Historic Site
preserves the important story of the original
frontier fort’s role in nineteenth-century Amer-
ica. It serves as a physical snapshot of the
pioneer days of westward migration of a
young republic, from its initial construction 175
years ago, and portrays a figurative stepping-
stone upon the prairie toward a trans-
continental nation.

However, the story of the community of Fort
Scott continues from that point on as the town
grew around the shuttered fort of the same
name. The community’s history itself invokes
the violent struggles of the era we all know as
Bleeding Kansas and the conflicts of the Civil
War.

After the U.S. Army demobilized Fort Scott
in 1853 following the collapse of a permanent
Indian frontier, private residents purchased the
last of its property; the buildings of the old fort
became the new town. Soon after, Americans
of opposing sentiments, abolitionists, free-
staters, and Border Ruffians alike, settled the
area throughout the rest of the decade in tur-
moil. While the territory of Kansas ultimately
became the free state of Kansas on January
29, 1861, violent conflict soon engulfed the
entire nation.

During the Civil War, the Union Army milita-
rized the town of Fort Scott to store Union
supplies and to deter Confederate invasions
into Southeast Kansas. The Union Army con-
structed many fortifications in the surrounding
area, including four garrisoned blockhouses,
or “lunettes,” fortified structures with des-
ignated names, such as Fort Lincoln, Fort
Insley, Fort Henning, and Fort Blair, in order to
house soldiers and armaments while pro-
tecting the town’s approach.

While these structures successfully deterred
such attacks, the U.S. War Department con-
sidered these four blockhouses as surplus
property after the Civil War and sold them at
auction to private individuals. The structure
called Fort Blair, known locally today as Lu-
nette Blair is the sole remaining Civil War
blockhouse standing today.

Mr. Speaker, it is only through the diligent
stewardship of the citizens of Fort Scott, Kan-
sas, and their dedication to preserve the com-
munity’s heritage, that the Lunette Blair block-
house still stands after all these years.

Members of the Fort Scott community sup-
port the donation of the blockhouse to the Na-
tional Park Service and this proposal is in line
with the sites’ overall mission: to tell the en-
compassing story of Fort Scott’s role in west-
ward migration and to demonstrate the com-
munity’s contribution in preserving our Union
during the Civil War.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
LAHoOD) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1541.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the



H5408

rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

JOHN MUIR NATIONAL HISTORIC
SITE EXPANSION ACT

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1719) to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to acquire approxi-
mately 44 acres of land in Martinez,
California, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1719
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘John Muir Na-
tional Historic Site Expansion Act’.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) HISTORIC SITE.—The term ‘‘Historic Site”’
means the John Muir National Historic Site in
Martinez, California, established by Public Law
88-547 (78 Stat. 753).

(2) MAP.—The term “map’ means the map en-
titled ‘““Johm Muir National Historic Site Pro-
posed Boundary Expansion’, numbered 426/
127150, and dated November 2014.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of the Interior.

SEC. 3. JOHN MUIR NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
LAND ACQUISITION.

(a) ACQUISITION.—The Secretary may acquire
by donation the approximately 44 acres of land
and any interests in the land that is identified
on the map.

(b) BOUNDARY.—On the acquisition of the
land authorized under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall adjust the boundaries of the His-
toric Site to include the acquired land.

(c) ADMINISTRATION.—The land and any in-
terests in land acquired under subsection (a)
shall be administered as part of the National
Historic Site.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. LAHOOD) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. PANETTA) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1719 would author-
ize the expansion of the John Muir Na-
tional Historic Site by approximately
44 acres.

Located in the San Francisco Bay
Area, in Martinez, California, this site
preserves the 14-room Italianate Vic-
torian mansion where John Muir lived,
as well as a 325-acre tract of native oak
woodlands and grasslands owned by the
Muir family.

The additional proposed acreage in
this bill is directly adjacent to the cur-
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rent site and will allow for better pub-
lic access to trails in the area. This
acreage will be donated to the National
Park Service and will not be acquired
with any Federal dollars.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this
measure, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1719 authorizes the
National Park Service to expand the
boundary of the John Muir National
Historic Site and acquire 44 acres of
land from the Muir Heritage Land
Trust. The donation will expand the
site and help carry on Muir’s impor-
tant legacy of conservation and envi-
ronmental stewardship.

John Muir is one of our Nation’s
most respected and revered ecologists.
His writings have inspired millions,
and his activism and advocacy led to
the establishment of some of our first
and most iconic national parks.

From the moment he set foot in Yo-
semite Valley, John Muir was con-
sumed with its natural wonder and
beauty. He became Yosemite’s most
vocal champion, but he didn’t spend his
whole life there.

From 1890 until his death in 1914,
Muir lived on a farm not far from San
Francisco. It was from this corner of
the bay area that Muir cofounded the
Sierra Club and helped lay the ground-
work for a century of conservation.

John Muir’s tireless advocacy led to
the creation of Yosemite and Sequoia
National Parks, and his spirit and en-
during legacy led to the protection of
much more.

Passage of H.R. 1719 will contribute
to John Muir’s legacy and it will help
to protect and conserve the place
where he found solace and inspiration
in his later years.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the bill’s spon-
sor, Representative DESAULNIER from
California, and I urge swift passage of
this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the

gentleman from California (Mr.
DESAULNIER).
Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I

thank my friend and colleague from
California for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in support
of H.R. 1719, the John Muir National
Historic Site Expansion Act. This bi-
partisan legislation will expand the
Martinez, California, historic site in
my district that celebrates the life and
legacy of John Muir.

Muir was a lifelong conservationist, a
leading advocate of the National Park
Service, and a cofounder of the Sierra
Club. He worked to establish and pro-
tect national parks, including Yosem-
ite, Sequoia, Grand Canyon, and Mount
Rainier.

The John Muir National Historic
Site, which includes the home where he
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lived, covers 330 acres of Contra Costa
County where Muir championed the
revolutionary idea that wild spaces
should be set aside for all to enjoy.

This bill would make it possible for
the National Park Service to accept a
donation of 44 acres of land from the
John Muir Land Trust, improving ac-
cess to the park and its scenic trails,
including those on Mount Wanda,
named after Muir’s eldest daughter.

The trail systems are accessible for
hikers, bikers, and equestrians, includ-
ing critical connections to the 550-mile
Bay Area Ridge Trail and to nearby
protected lands along the Franklin
Ridge corridor.

As John Muir once said, ‘“‘everybody
needs beauty, as well as bread, places
to play in . . . where nature may heal
and cheer and give strength to body
and soul alike.”

Mr. Speaker, I thank my predecessor,
Congressman George Miller, who cham-
pioned this bill. I also thank the Nat-
ural Resources Committee chair,
Chairman BIsSHOP; Ranking Member
GRIJALVA; the subcommittee chairman,
Mr. McCLINTOCK from California; and
subcommittee ranking member, Ms.
HANABUSA for their leadership in bring-
ing H.R. 1719 to the floor today.

I am grateful for the support of 21 of
my colleagues from both sides of the
aisle who cosponsored this legislation,
and to Senator KAMALA HARRIS for
leading the bill’s counterpart in the
U.S. Senate.

I also thank the John Muir Land
Trust for its hard work and dedication
preserving and protecting this valuable
parkland and shoreline in Contra Costa
County for future generations.

This legislation puts a fitting empha-
sis on the National Park Service’s cen-
tennial celebrations, helping to pre-
serve the trails and lands that sur-
round the longtime home of the man
known as the ‘‘father’ of the U.S. Na-
tional Park Service.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes’ on this bipartisan legisla-
tion, the John Muir National Historic
Site Expansion Act.

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I urge
adoption of the legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a
member of the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, | rise in strong support of H.R. 1719,
the “John Muir National Historic Site Expan-
sion Act,” authorizing the Department of the
Interior to acquire an additional 44 acres of
land to expand the John Muir National Historic
Site, which currently stretches across 330
acres in the East Bay of San Francisco and
includes the home where legendary naturalist
John Muir lived until he died in 1914.

The John Muir National Historic Site, estab-
lished by Congress in 1964, is located in Mar-
tinez, California and honor one of the nation’s
foremost conservationists, whom historians
refer to as the “Father of the National Park
Service.”

The historic site preserves the 14-room
ltalianate Victorian mansion where the natu-
ralist and writer John Muir lived, as well as a
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